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The significant announcement came after a short adjournment during which the Lord Advocate consulted with defence counsel over the applications they made to the court yesterday. The Lord Advocate then addressed the court informing them that he was attempting to secure further extracts from CIA documents/cables for the period August 1988 until July 1991 which relate to the two accused, two of the men named in the special defence and Giaka. In particular he is seeking further information relating to negotiations and payments to Giaka and dates and times of meetings of Giaka with CIA handlers. The CIA have indicated that this process will take approximately two weeks and the Lord Advocate thought it should be completed by 15 September. As the defence will need time to consider the documents made available he said he would address the court on 21 September to give an update of the situation. By then he should know if the evidence can proceed. As a consequence Giaka will not give evidence before 26 September. The Lord Advocate said that as Giaka is living in cramped conditions he will return 'to where he came from' until he is required to give evidence. Lord Sutherland said the delay was regrettable but necessary in the circumstances. 

The Court today adjourned the Lockerbie trial until 21 September. Defence counsel told the court that they could not proceed with the cross examination of the witness Vincent Visalo next week when he was to be called as a witness. They suggested that information relating to Mr Visalo is contained within the CIA cables and that further information may also appear in the additional cables the Lord Advocate is seeking to recover. This information may affect the credibility and reliability of the witness and his evidence. Visalo is expected to speak to the content and recovery of Fhimah's diary from the office of their company Med Tours Ltd. The trial adjourned until 21 September when the Lord Advocate will address the court on the progress that has been made in securing additional information from the CIA. As agreed yesterday further evidence will not led before September 26.

The CIA cables which were made available to the defence this afternoon have been described by Richard Keen as "highly relevant" to the defence case. He told the court that the idea that they were not relevant (which is what the Lord Advocate told the court on Tuesday) is inconceivable. He said some of the disclosed material goes beyond issue of reliability and credibility to the heart of this case and the Defence may now have to consider their position with respect to the trial.

Both Keen and Taylor indicated that they would need at least one week to prepare before cross examining Giaka who was expected to give evidence on Monday.

The Judges directed that the court will sit on Monday when the Lord Advocate will be in a position to address the court on whether the cables available to the defence are the same as those shown to the Crown. The Lord Advocate said that he would need to consider the words he had used in connection with these documents and wished to avoid being drawn into discussing the documents until his position was clarified.

The Court will sit on Monday when the Crown have been asked to arrange for witnesses to give evidence.

