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The trial continued following the evidence of Anthony Gauci, the Maltese shop owner who the prosecution allege sold the items contained in a suitcase with the bomb which caused the Lockerbie disaster. This was not without difficulty however, as Maltese airport staff whom the prosecution had intended to examine as witnesses refused to attend the trial. Although the Maltese authorities could be requested to take statements from witnesses the prosecution indicated that they hoped this could be avoided unless it was absolutely necessary. The difficulty securing witness attendance has been alleged, in an article which appeared in the Sunday Herald, to be due to upset caused when telephones were illegally tapped during early Police investigations in Malta following the disaster. The refusal of the Maltese witnesses to attend resulted in the trial adjourning for two days. 

