Resolution No 701 – FOUNDATION OF THE PONTECORVO CHAIR OF PHARMACOGENOMICS
In pursuance of the powers conferred under Section 3 of the Universities (Scotland) Act 1966, the Court of the University of Glasgow hereby resolves as follows:
1.
there shall be in the University of Glasgow the Pontecorvo Chair of Pharmacogenomics and the Professor shall be a Professor in the College of Medical, Veterinary & Life Sciences;

2.
the salary of the Professor shall be funded by endowment and underwritten from the general funds of the University;

3.
the patronage of the said Professorship, and the right of nominating and appointing the said Professor and their successors, shall be vested in and exercised by the University Court of the University of Glasgow; 

4.
the said Professor shall promote the instruction and research in relation to pharmacogenomics; the University Court shall from time to time define the duties of the Professor as in the case of other Professors in the University;

5.
this Resolution shall take effect on 1 October 2023
Dr David Duncan, University Secretary

Explanation 

The Pontecorvo Chair in Pharmacogenomics will spur advances in pharmacogenomics research and push the frontiers of scholarship in Glasgow. The Chair has been facilitated by a generous endowment from Dr Elizabeth Boyd. 
In 2019 Dr Boyd agreed to fund a Chair in precision medicine – to be named the Pontecorvo Chair in Genomics - with a gift of £2.113million. Guido Pontecorvo (1907-1999) was the University's first Professor of Genetics, 1955 to 1968, and has been described as "one of the founding fathers of modern genetics". He endowed prizes and scholarships for students at the University and the Genetics Building was named for him in 1995. During Professor Pontecorvo’s time in Glasgow, Dr Boyd worked alongside him.  

  

Following difficulty since 2019 in confirming a new Chair in Genomics, in March 2023 Dr Boyd confirmed her support for a new direction for the Chair and agreed to the creation of The Pontecorvo Chair in Pharmacogenomics. Pharmacogenomics is a field of research that studies how a person's genes affect how they respond to medications. Its long-term goal is to help doctors select the drugs and doses best suited for each person.
The Pontecorvo Chair in Pharmacogenomics will propel ongoing research in Glasgow in this critical field and enable substantial additional funding from outside sources to be leveraged. This will lead to early national and international distinctions that will recognise the generous gift and remain an enduring tribute to the donor. The Pontecorvo Chair will also serve as a catalyst to develop an interdisciplinary research programme, bringing together the best minds and creative researchers from diverse fields such as data science, digital health, engineering, and computing to create an environment of boundless potential for ground-breaking and innovative research in pharmacogenomics and advance the frontiers of what is currently possible. The Pontecorvo Chair in Pharmacogenomics will help spearhead the momentum of the College's national and international status in this field among research institutions.  

