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PROMOTION 
SUCCESS X 6!
In July, we were delighted to announce a bumper 
round of promotions!

Dikshyanta Rana, Francesco Manca and Giorgio 
Ciminata, who joined the team as trainees and PhD 
student respectively, have all been promoted to 
research associates.

Manuela Deidda and Janet Bouttell, who have built 
impressive programmes of work in economics of 
population health and early HTA respectively, have 
been promoted to Research Fellows. 

And Evi Germeni, who is leading outstanding 
research in integrating mixed methods in HTA and 
health economics, has been promoted to Senior 
Lecturer. Congratulations to everyone on their 
outstanding personal achievements!

GRADUATIONS!

We were delighted to be able to 
celebrate the graduations of PhD 
student Yulia Anopa and MSc student 
Nateiya Yongolo in the summer!



CONFERENCES PhD Student Hanin 
Presents at HSR UK

PROJECTS
Learning Disabilities Dissemination Drama!

PhD student Hanin 
Farhana Binti 
Kamaruzaman gave 
a presentation on 
disinvestment initiatives 
in healthcare at HSR UK 
2022 in Sheffield in July.

A lively discussion 
on her work on 
disinvestment in healthcare took place - we need 
to keep the conversation going on this important 
topic!

Hanin said: “By understanding the purpose of 
disinvestment in healthcare, which is to enhance 
value-based spending, among others, it would 
help people to realise that it is a tool for improving 
access to high value care, and not for eliminating 
technologies or withdrawing resources on a large 
scale.”

An NIHR-funded project researching healthier 
lifestyles for adults with learning disabilities held an 
innovative presentation of its findings in July.

The team behind ‘Understanding the Effectiveness 
and Underlying Mechanisms of Lifestyle Modification 
Interventions in Adults with Learning Disabilities’ held 
a drama performance and presentation involving 
people with learning disabilities from patient and 
public involvement (PPI) group People First Scotland.

The research was done by the University of Glasgow, 
University College London, Leeds Beckett University 
and People First (Scotland). Team members Olivia 
Wu, Laura Wood and Sophie Westrop were part of the 
research and support team.

People with learning disabilities live 20 years less 
than people without learning disabilities so it is hoped 
the findings will help support people with learning 
disabilities to live healthier lives.

SCHOOL OF HEALTH & 
WELLBEING PGR STUDENTS 
‘UNWIND’! 

HEHTA @ EUHEA 2022

HEHTA REPRESENTS 
AT HTAI 2022

Dikshyanta Rana, Robert Heggie and Nicola McMeekin 
presented posters and orals at EuHEA 2022 in Oslo, Sweden in 
July!

In June, Janet Bouttell, Robert Heggie, Tzjung Lai and 
Hanin Farhana Binti Kamaruzaman presented at HTAi 
2022 in Utrecht, Netherlands.

HEHTA had an additional presence as a programme 
sponsor, with the exhibition booth manned by Eleanor 
Grieve and the team. It was a worthwhile event with lots of 
networking opportunities! We look forward to HTAi 2023 
in Adelaide, Australia. 

The PGR Unwind event hosted 
by SHW’s PGR representatives 
Narinder Kaur and HEHTA’s Ryan 
Field took place on 21 June. 
There was a good turnout of PhD 
students, and it was a successful 
event!

This student-led hybrid event, 
themed around healthcare data, 
focused on being away from a 
formal academic environment 
allowing students to relax and 
interact with other PGRs.

Highlights included a very interesting talk and discussion from 
Public Health’s Mike Fleming on using data linkage for research 
and a great panel discussion on expectations of healthcare 
data.

One very memorable highlight was when Robert Heggie won 
the health data quiz bringing home the coveted PGR Unwind 
award trophy!



TERM 2 CPD COURSES

HTA in a GLOBAL CONTEXT 
9th January - 24th March 2023 
Aim: To examine HTA in different contexts, exploring 
geographical variation between high-income countries 
as well as looking more in-depth about how and why 
decision-making in healthcare may differ in low- and 
middle-income countries.

STATISTICAL METHODS for HTA & 
EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINE 
9th January - 24th March 2023 
Aim: To deliver the fundamentals of statistical 
methodology that underpin health technology 
assessment and evidence-based medicine.

SURVIVAL ANALYSIS for HTA  
20th February - 24th March 2023 
Aim: To demonstrate how survival/time to event data is 
used to inform health economic analyses within health 
technology assessments.

CHOICE EXPERIMENTS FOR HEALTH 
ECONOMICS, HTA & ONE HEALTH 
9th January - 10th February 2023 
Aim: To introduce the fundamentals of discrete 
choice experiment (DCE) methods and how they can 
be implemented as a quantitative ex ante approach 
to investigate people’s stated preferences among 
alternative health-care interventions, services or policies.

USING HEALTH TECHNOLOGY 
ASSESSMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE
In Spring, we launched a new ExpertTrack online 
course, offered via FutureLearn, which explores the 
theory of health economics to understand how scarcity 
and resources affect decision-making. In bite-sized 
chunks, students will discover the use of health 
technology assessment (HTA) as one of the tools 
for priority setting. This knowledge will help learners 
start thinking like a health economist and how we can 
ensure decisions are based on evidence and the best 
outcomes. 

The course is taught via the FutureLearn online platform 
and can be completed at the learner’s own pace 
and in their own time for only £36 per month. Led by 
Eleanor Grieve, we hope that the course will appeal to 
individuals operating in a lower-and-middle-income-
country (LMIC) setting.

COURSES

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
21 June  
PGR Unwind event, run by Ryan Field, takes place in 
the Wolfson Building.

1 July 
Houra Haghpanahan leaves the team. 

6 July 
Hanin Farhana Binti Kamaruzaman presents at HSR 
UK 2022 in Sheffield.

7-8 July 
Team members attend EuHEA in Oslo, Sweden.

20 July 
Promotions are announced.

27 July 
Dissemination event for our study looking into 
healthy lifestyles of adults with learning disabilities.

19 August 
The team celebrates Jim Lewsey’s 50th birthday.

22 August 
Team BBQ in Kirkintilloch.

24-26 August 
Graduations of Yulia Anopa and Nateiya Yongolo.

29 August  
The NIHR Global Health team set off for Tanzania for 
project dissemination. More on this in our Autumn 
newsletter!

If you would like to find out more about these 
courses, please email 
shw-hehta@glasgow.ac.uk 
or visit our website: 
www.gla.ac.uk/schools/healthwellbeing/
research/hehta/study/short-courses/



In August, the team convened in the beautiful 
garden of team administrator Alieda 

McKinney for a summer BBQ. The weather 
held up (sort of!) and the team had a great 
time socialising and playing ping pong!

Miriam Yentumi, our 
admin assistant 

and resident Twitter 
Twit, turned 40 at the 
end of June.

FUN IN THE SUN
In August, the team enjoyed al fresco drinks 

at the The Parlour with Panida, our visiting 
PhD student from Thailand, and returning 
HEHTA alumni José, visiting from Spain. 
Once HEHTA, always HEHTA! 

SOCIAL CORNER
SUMMER BBQ

HELLO

GOODBYE

MIRIAM 
@ 40

JIM @ 50
On 19 August, 

we celebrated 
Professor Jim 
Lewsey’s 50th 
birthday in true 
HEHTA style with lots 
of people and lots of 
cake!

On 28 June, 
we welcomed 

Panida Yoopetch, a 
pharmacist and PhD 
student from Mahidol 
University in Thailand. 
Panida came for 
a short but sweet 
research visit to work on her PhD. 

In July, we bid a fond 
farewell to our lovely 

colleague, researcher Houra 
Haghpanahan. She left her 
beloved houseplants in our 
care as she could not take 
them with her on her new 
adventure. We wish her all the 
very best! 


