[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.png]Al Univers:
of Glasgotv}\;




PROCEDURE IN EVENT OF MAGNET QUENCH

THERE IS A QUENCH, OR YOU SUSPECT A HELIUM LEAK     

If the magnet quenches  then the volunteer must be quickly removed from the magnet, and they and all staff evacuated from the Controlled Area immediately.   Nobody must be allowed to return to the unit without authorisation from the  Consultant MR Physicist (0141-201-2127) or, in his absence David Brennan on 0141-201-2137.
A quench is obvious, being identified by a loud bang and the production of cold gas which forms into a white fog.   The levels of breathable oxygen in the room may become dangerously depleted. There is also the risk of hypothermia and cold burns.

If the oxygen alarm sounds the MR suite should be evacuated until the Consultant MR Physicist (0141-201-2127) or, in his absence David Brennan on 0141-201-2137 says it is safe to re-enter.
In the unlikely event that a slower Helium leak occurs and the oxygen monitor is malfunctioning you should be aware of the symptoms of oxygen deficiency so that you will recognise them.   These are typically:

-
rapid breathing and gasping for breath

-
rapid fatigue

-
nausea

-
vomiting

-
collapse or inability to move

-
unusual behaviour

If you suspect oxygen depletion remove the volunteer and all staff from the MR unit and summon the MR Responsible Person, Frances Crabbe (0141-563-9127 / 07910281819), or Consultant MR Physicist (0141-201-2127) or, in his absence David Brennan on 0141-201-2137.
