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Loch et al. (2020) reveals that there is an Increased global demand for Removable 

Partial Dentures.

“Removable partial dentures (RPDs) remain a widely used treatment option to 

restore function in partially edentulous patients In the current practice” Almufleh et 

al. (2020).

“For some many years it has been recognised that a fundamental problem exists 

among the dental profession when prescribing, designing, and fabricating 

removable partial dentures” Lynch et al. (2007).
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“3D printing has 

moved beyond the 

early

adopter phase, but 

still shows signs of

robust growth and 

expansion into new

industries and 

applications”
The 2022 3D Printing 
Applications Report, 
Formlabs.



The 2022 3D Printing Applications Report, Formlabs.

Research Panel by Occupation Research Panel by Location

72% of 400 
respondents
currently use 3D 
printing, while
28% of respondents 
do not.



“Computer-Aided Design and Computer-Aided Manufacturing 

(CAD/CAM) is an important and irreplaceable technology in 

contemporary dentistry” Maltar, (2018).

“There is no doubt that a digital revolution in dentistry has arrived with the 

advanced development of digital workflow, including CAD/CAM” Neville 

et al. (2020).

“Dental educators must also stay current with emerging technologies as 

they are developed and implemented in order to provide the most 

comprehensive education to their students” Brownstein et al. (2015).

“Digital dentistry, including CAD/CAM dentistry, is perhaps the most 

disruptive innovation in dentistry to date” Bencharit et al. (2021).



BDS2 Students Poll

No Yes

BDS2 In-Class Poll (2022).

64 BDS2 Students were 
asked if they had any 
understanding of the 
Digital Workflow in 
Dentistry prior to their 
Digital Design Session, 
February 2022. 93% said 
No, while 7% said Yes.
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“Dentistry is continually changing, and we are seeing a move to 

the digital environment”.

“We continue to evolve our curriculum to reflect this shift”.

“If we are to avoid being left behind, we need further investment 

in Digital Dentistry”.

University of Glasgow Dental School, Periodic Subject Review (BDS), 
Reflective Analysis Report. February (2022).
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