Daily Report from Camp Zeist

14th July 2000 
When it recommenced on Friday an airport supervisor from Malta's Luqa Airport, Wilfred Borg, was questioned on the safety procedures at the airport in respect of luggage. Alan Turnbull QC, for the prosecution, questioned Borg on records which were claimed to show discrepancies between baggage checked in and those counted by loading supervisors at aircraft. Borg did not accept that this information inferred that there was baggage on board flights without the passengers who owned it, however, he did say that he could not discount the possibility that this would happen. Borg was further asked whether a person familiar with the airport's security operations could have circumvented them. He responded that while anything was possible whether it was probable was a different story. Borg confirmed that lawyers and insurers for Air Malta had accompanied him to the Scottish Court in Zeist. He also acknowledged that Air Malta was the subject of litigation in relation to the Lockerbie disaster. The defence referred to a reservation that Abu Talb had on a flight to Malta from Stockholm which was valid until November 1988. The prosecution said there was no proof that this journey was actually made. 

The second accused, Al-Amin Khalifa Fhimah, was identified by two travel agents, Dennis Burke and Nicholas Ciarlo, as having worked for Libyan Arab Airlines at Luqa Airport in Malta in 1988. The court heard that Fhimah allocated spare seats on overbooked flights and that there was chaos at times with a lot of luggage around. A statement made by the second witness Ciarlo to police was referred to wherein he stated he had seen Fhimah fill out baggage tags at Luqa by hand. He told the court that he did not recall seeing or telling the police that. 

