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15th June 2000
The crown examination in chief of Mr Feraday, former head of Forensic Explosives Laboratory at the Defence Evaluation and Research Agency, formerly RARDE), concluded, after 3 days, this morning with Mr Feraday reading the conclusions of his report, prepared in 1991, to the court. He stated that there was conclusive evidence of an explosion on board flight PA103 which occurred in the forward baggage hold. He identified the baggage container within which the explosion occurred and stated that the centre of the explosion was within the baggage container approximately 50 cm from the blue curtained side, 28-30 cm above the base and 5 cm into the outboard angled overhang of the baggage container. The centre of the explosive charge was approximately 64 cm from the fuselage skin of the aircraft.

He stated that the baggage containing the device was a Samsonite brand type suitcase and that this could only have been in either the outboard overhang or on the second layer up from the base of the baggage container. A Toshiba RT FX16 radio was identified as the carrier of the explosive device which was said to have included a long delay timer, MST13, manufactured by Mebo AG of Switzerland.

This evidence regarding the location of the device corroborates the evidence heard previously from Mr Claydon from the Air Accident Investigation Branch. This corroboration is essential in terms of Scots law rules of evidence. The identification of the timing device and its manufacturer will undoubtedly be further debated over the next few days when personnel from Mebo are expected to give evidence.

The cross examination of Mr Feraday began with Mr Keen, acting for the second accused, referring to a previous case, R v Berry, where the witness gave expert testimony. The rejection of his evidence at appeal and description of his evidence at the trial as 'dogmatic' was referred to by Mr Keen. This questioning not only touched on the witness's competency as an expert but also examined whether his professional opinion had changed from the time of the trial in the Berry case and the appeal. The witness rejected the latter suggestion stating that he still held the views he expressed at the Berry trial.

The witness was further cross-examined in connection with his own hand written notes that he stated were made during his examination of pieces of evidence for the purposes of his final report, which was completed in 1991. Cross-examination focused upon the dates Mr Feraday had noted he examined particular items. In respect of some items, the date of examination contradicted the official log of movement of pieces of evidence. In some cases the official log suggested that some pieces of evidence were not in Mr Feraday's possession when he claimed to have examined them and in some cases were even logged as having been destroyed or returned to their owners prior to his examination having taken place. The cross- examination continued with the witness being asked on a number of occasions if his notes were in fact contemporaneous with his examination of the evidence.

The final part of the days proceedings related to the witness's knowledge of a similar explosive device contained within a Toshiba radio cassette improvised device which had been recovered by the BKA from Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General Command in autumn 1988. The witness stated he did not know that some of those arrested from this group were subsequently released in December 1988. Mr Feraday confirmed a semtex/TNT mixture had been found in this recovered explosive device and that this combination was virtually unprecedented. Mr Keen asked if he did later show that traces of TNT were present in the chemical analysis of the baggage container would this suggest that the explosive device on flight PA103 contained both semtex and TNT. Mr Feraday confirmed, however, the Crown did point out that evidence to date did not support that any traces of TNT had been found.  This line of questioning included asking Mr Feraday if he was aware that the group who had produced the device recovered in 1988 were at one time suspected of the Lockerbie bombing. Mr Feraday stated that although he knew this was going on, it played no part in his thoughts. 

Mr Feraday was questioned closely in relation to a letter which was said to have been sent by him to the Chief Investigating Officer in 1989 where he stated that he was completely satisfied that the fragments found in Lockerbie originated from a white Toshiba 8016 or 8026 type cassette recorder. The certainty he had expressed was questioned as he later changed his opinion and concluded that the bomb had been concealed in a black Toshiba RT SF 16 Bombeat radio cassette.

Re- examination of the witness by the crown demonstrated, with reference to evidence, that Mr Keen's suggestion that some of the evidence items had been destroyed or returned to owners prior to Mr Feraday's report was not accurate as the items of evidence were in the court's possession. 

The final witness was Mr Foglia, Director, Phoenix Meccano in Switzerland. He confirmed that his company had supplied various plastic boxes which house timers to Mebo AG in Zurich in July and August 1985. The orders had been received from Mr Bollier of that company. He was unable to confirm under cross-examination how long his company had been associated with Mebo.

