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The University of Glasgow has been inspiring 
people since 1451, making it one of the oldest 
universities in the English speaking world. We 
are ranked 65th in the world and are the first 
UK university to be rated as 5 Stars Plus overall 
(67th QS World University Rankings 2020). 
We were named University of the Year 2020, 
at the Times Higher Education Awards. We 
are committed to enhancing our reputation for 
world-class research and teaching excellence, 
with a strong focus on globalisation and 
sustainability, and we provide a gateway to 
international career options for our graduates. 
 
As a member of the Russell Group of research  
intensive UK universities, our teaching approach 
is research informed and mixes theory with 
practice. This truly enriches the learning 
experience of our students. 

OUR UNIVERSITY

2nd  
Ranked 2nd in the Russell 
Group for teaching and 
student satisfaction  
(NSS 2020)

29,000 
students from over  
140 countries   
 

90%  
of postgraduate students in 
employment or further study 
six months after graduation 
(DLHE 2016/17)

100  
one of the top 100 
universities in the world  



A MESSAGE FROM  
THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
PROFESSOR MARGERY 
MCMAHON



Warmest congratulations to all of 
you on your great achievement 
and success. Graduating from 
the University of Glasgow is 
an important milestone in your 
academic and professional life so 
please do take the time to celebrate 
with your family, friends and fellow 
students. We are celebrating for 
you and with you as well. Everyone 
in the School of Education is so 
very proud of each and every one 
of our graduating students.

Our aim in the School of Education 
is provide ‘Inspiring Education 
for All’ in our teaching and our 
research. I hope that, as a proud 
graduate and alum of our School of 
Education and University, you will 
be an inspiration for others in your 
chosen career. May I wish you well 
in your future and remind you that 
you will always be a part of School 
of Education community. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OF YOU 
ON YOUR GREAT 
ACHIEVEMENT AND 
SUCCESS



Dr. Maggie Jago
Director of Post Graduate  
Taught Studies

Heartiest congratulations to all our Post 
Graduate 2020 School of Education 
graduates! 

Your new qualification is recognition of all your 
hard work and commitment to extending your 
academic knowledge and skills. 
The additional challenges presented by Covid 
in 2020 should make you all the prouder for 
what you have achieved. Enjoy this moment 
and celebrate your success!

Abi Beer
Learning & Teaching  
Programmes Manager

Congratulations to you all!   

Your perseverance and achievement through 
this extremely difficult period is a testament of 
your hard work and dedication. I am so proud 
of you all for making your way successfully 
through this journey with us.  I hope that you 
keep in contact with us, so we can continue 
to celebrate your achievements as alumni of 
the School of Education at the University of 
Glasgow.  You are all an inspiration to us!

A MESSAGE FROM...



PROGRAMMES



A massive congratulations for completing 
your programme!    

In the face of a global pandemic, you managed to keep 
going, which was no easy task. This programme is for people 
who want to change the world and this learning journey has 
provided you with further skills, knowledge, and experience 
to do just that. You started the journey with a passion for 
social justice and a desire to work with people from all 
walks of life. This is just the end of one chapter in your life. 
Through learning from peers, from your lecturers, and from 
your practice, you are set to begin the next chapter in your 
life. In the words of Margaret Mead, ‘Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world: indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has’.  To all of you, 
thoughtful and committed citizens, I wish you every success 
in all that you do and hope that you will keep in touch.

ADULT EDUCATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
AND YOUTH WORK MED/PGDIP

Dr Louise Sheridan



 
Wei Ge
China

Future Aspirations
I hope that as an educator, I can help more young people with academic and 
mental aspects. The theory of community development is very interesting and I 
look forward to seeing its practice in China in the future。

Best Moment
When three other classmates and I divided into a small group for a small trip 
in Glasgow, they kindly exchanged learning with me and introduced the local 
culture and history. Although I did not remember much of Glasgow’s history, 
I remember it was a very pleasant day. At that time, I had just arrived in a 
new environment, and sometimes I felt a little uncomfortable with the new 
environment. After that group assignment, I got much comfortable in later 
courses. 

Thank You Message
Studying at the University of Glasgow is short, pleasant and busy. Thanks to 
the teachers and classmates in the class for taking care of me, a person who 
never knew what community development theory is and came to study this 
major. The course content carefully prepared by Dave, Luke and Diane allowed 
me to get a MEd degree from ignorance of this theory. The classmates in the 
project often discuss their understanding with me. In addition, I would also like 
to thank CCDPfor providing me with the opportunity of placement, and manager 
Maryanne helped me a lot during the placement.

 
Vijayita Yatin Prajapati
India

Future Aspirations
I aspire to complete my PhD and work for an organization that focuses on social 
justice and education empowerment in forms outside of schools and formal 
education like communities.  

Best Moment
In my time at the University, I have recognized how my consciousness was in 
a bubble wrap and not very aware of the larger socio-cultural issues which my 
course content and course leaders brought to the surface and allowed me to 
question my contribution to the world for which I am extremely grateful.
I loved being a part of Glasgow University and immersing in a beautiful campus 
and a great city.

Thank You Message
 Dr. Dave Beck, Luke Campbell, Diane McWilliam, Dr. Catherine Lido, Dr. Lesley 
Doyle thank you for your contributions.
In addition, I would like to really appreciate Kirsteen Fraser for her initiatives 
backed by the School of Education towards student well-being and experience.
Also the team at Student Apartments who made my accommodation and 
outside university life so convenient, and for all the gestures of support and 
celebrations and the International Student Support team for organising great 
outings and trips.



 
Xiaochun Shen
China

Future Aspirations
Always be happy and bring happinese to my loved ones. 

Best Moment
Christmas Market in Munich was quite beautiful. 

Thank You Message
Thank you all that support me. 



Well you made it! 

Despite all your fears and challenges faced this year, you 
have made it to graduation. Well done! You are all so 
inspirational and you have achieved so much. Thank you for 
your engagement with the programme and your commitment 
to Childhood Practice.

CHILDHOOD PRACTICE & LEADERSHIP MED

Dr Mary Wingrave



I’m delighted to take this opportunity in 
the 2019-20 yearbook to send you the 
congratulations of the entire teaching team. 
We are incredibly proud of all you have 
achieved under such trying circumstances! 

You managed the transition from face to face learning to 
online learning with remarkable composure - or so it seemed 
to us – and to build on the already strong relationships forged 
between class members and the teaching team. I know some 
of you even shared some lock-down living!

You showed dedication, resilience and imagination in 
undertaking the online learning and assessment and to a 
degree this has shown you possibilities you may never have 
previously contemplated in both academic and work life and 
in your personal capacities to extend skill sets and overtake 
challenges. 

We’ve really enjoyed being able to virtually meet you 
individually and on the social occasions we’ve managed. 
Freya set the bar high in the Children’s Literature quiz!

We wish you the very best in your careers. Go out there and 
make the world a better place, one book at a time.

Please keep in touch:
Via the School of Education CLL Facebook page (Noodle!)  
www.facebook.com/#!/groups/childrensliteratureglasgowuni/ 

Twitter:  
Maureen (@drmo28 ) (@medcll)  
School (@UofGEducation)

Maureen and the CLL team

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE AND LITERACIES MED

Dr Maureen Farrell



 
Molly Arbuthnott
UK

Future Aspirations
My aspirations were to pass my masters. Now I have achieved that my 
aspirations move to being able to continue writing my stories and doing every 
job I am given as well as I possibly can. If the opportunity to carry out a PHD 
presented itself I would jump at that. I  would like to feel that I am able to 
contribute, in some way, to the lives of people around me. If I can make their 
lives happier then I feel I have been of some success and use in my own life. 

Best Moment
My first best moment was exploring Glasgow for the first time and meeting 
all the lovely people on the course. The next was our trip to Moat Brae which 
I found to be an inspiring venue and full of so much character and life, both 
of JM Barrie and hope for the future of children’s literature. Another was my 
lovely birthday Mog cat and cakes that my classmates surprised me with on my 
birthday! The St Andrews night ceilidh was memorable too, the perfect way to 
dance the night away! I have not stopped dancing since! I’m just sorry that a 
farewell party is a memory that had to be imagined. 

Thank You Message
My year at Glasgow transformed my life! Learning to do things properly and 
carefully once more was a great lesson, a lesson that I will never forget. The 
other lovely thing has been realizing that when one learns something it never 
disappears; it is with you for always and all you can do is grow from it. To be 
surrounded by people who were SO kind and friendly and helpful, interested 
and interesting was so humbling and I felt so lucky to be there, every day. The 
course has given me the courage to persevere with my books and my literary 
life and given me friends who I know will always be there.

 
Mhairi Holmes
Scotland

Future Aspirations
My future aspirations are to follow my love of working with children into a career 
that allows me to make a difference in the lives of young people. I also wish to 
continue studying and enjoying children’s literature and all of the exciting topics 
that surround it!

Best Moment
Although this year was certainly a difficult one, the best moments were spent 
with my classmates and lecturers, both inside and outside of the classroom. 
I am forever grateful for the study sessions in the little children’s library in the 
St. Andrew’s building, and for the nights at the Old Schoolhouse across the 
street! I’ll also always remember fondly that evening in the courtyard where my 
friends and I were able to dance around in the mostly empty space while a band 
practiced nearby!

Thank You Message
Thank you to my lecturers who helped to guide me on my journey at the 
University, especially my dissertation supervisor. Thank you also to my lovely 
classmates and friends, who were always there for a chat and advice. Finally, 
thank you to my family, both here in Scotland and across the ocean, for their 
constant encouragement, love, and support.



 
Laura Marr
UK

Future Aspirations
To bring what I’ve learnt this year into my current job and add new classes for 
children.

Best Moment
Meeting all the people on my course and having the chance to attend so many 
different classes.

Thank You Message
Thank you to everyone I got to work with this year and to the friends that I have 
made.

 
Valentina Rivera Bravo
Chile

Future Aspirations
I hope I can contribute to social justice through education. I also hope my work 
and contribution can provide better access to reading and books to children 
and communities who are often neglected.  I am planning on continuing my 
studies in order to examine issues around children’s literature and reading 
promotion that can contribute to such end. I am also looking forward to going 
back to Glasgow as soon as I can to see my friends and enjoy some mince 
pies.

Best Moment
I loved walking to class and enjoying Kelvingrove Park’s sights, even when 
I was freezing and struggling under the rain. I loved walking past the main 
campus; it took my breath away every time. My favorite moments also include 
going for a quick lunch with my classmates in between classes and getting to 
know each other. Our field trip to Moat Brae was one of the fun things we got 
to do before quarantine, although our virtual pub quizzes will be in my memory 
forever. Seeing Scottish coos for the first time, making whiskey my go-to drink, 
and spending quarantine at Bute were also big highlights!

Thank You Message
Thank you to my classmates and friends, who turned this crazy year into a great 
one, and made this chaotic period a lot easier to experience. I’d like to thank 
professors and Uni staff for always being helpful and kind. Thanks to mom 
and dad for their endless support. Thanks to them and my sister, I finished this 
degree (not that they care though, all they worried about was me eating and 
sleeping). Thanks to my cat. She’s amazing and she knows that. She obviously 
didn’t miss me while being away. Finally, thanks UofG for letting me part of your 
family!



I am delighted for your success MEduc 5 
and want to say how thrilled we are that 
you are entering the profession as Glasgow 
University M.Educ students, with the 
knowledge, skills and professional practice 
we know the teaching profession needs 
and wants.

I speak on behalf of my colleagues when I say we have 
enjoyed being your teachers and have many great memories 
of your time with us. 

Remember to champion the children that you teach and be 
their inspiration. A great teacher changes lives.

Wishing you all the very best for your future!

Susan Ballantyne,
Programme Leader,
M.Educ 

EDUCATION WITH PRIMARY TEACHING 
QUALIFICATION MEDUC

Susan Ballantyne



 
Daniel Forbes
Scotland

Future Aspirations
I am currently undertaking my probation year in Primary Teaching, so my 
aspirations are to continue to climb the ladder into management. Eventually, 
when the time is right, I would like to be a Head Teacher. 

Best Moment
I loved moving to a new city and starting a whole new chapter in my life. I made 
so many friends for life and made amazing memories. It also pushed me out of 
my comfort zone and really developed my independence and maturity. 

Thank You Message
I would like to thank all the amazing friends I have made through the University 
of Glasgow, these are friends for life. I also would like to thank the lecturers/
tutors for all their support and inspiration and, in particular, Fr. Stephen Reilly for 
his spiritual and pastoral support. 

 
Michela Giannini
Italy

Future Aspirations
I can’t wait to see what the future holds for us! I would really like to continue 
travelling the world, learning about new cultures and languages whilst teaching 
pupils around the globe. I want to push myself out of my comfort zone, master 
new skills and, hopefully, make a difference in the lives of the people I’ll meet!

Best Moment
Watching students learn and grow through every placement: it was definitely 
worth the many hours spent planning lessons every night! Meeting new friends, 
birthday surprises and walking around campus, going for a coffee or some 
dinner together was also absolutely special: I truly appreciated every moment! 

Thank You Message
I love to think that studying abroad made me a different, better version of 
myself: I couldn’t have made it without all the people I met on this beautiful 
journey. I’d like to thank all the MEduc15 students and the faculty at the School 
of Education for their support!

 
Lauren Pettigrew
Scotland

Future Aspirations
To continue to teach for many years, inspiring and being inspired by all the 
children I meet. 

Best Moment
My best moments in the university were being able to travel around the world 
with some of the most amazing people you could ever meet. The opportunities I 
have had during my time at university are second to none. 

Thank You Message
I would like to thank all my lectures and Moyra Boland for the endless support 
and encouragement throughout my studies. I would also like to thank Father 
Stephen for giving me the opportunities to travel the world to places I never 
thought I would be able to. 



Dear all, 

Many congratulations on your wonderful 
achievement! 

It has been a real pleasure working with you over the 
past year - you have done extremely well in challenging 
circumstances and should all be proud of yourselves. I have 
no doubt that you will go from strength to strength and help 
to build stronger connections between equity, education and 
public policy, connections that we need now more than ever. 
I do hope that what you have learnt on the programme will 
assist you in these endeavours.   

It’s a pity we cannot meet to celebrate your achievements 
in person just now, given the current social distance 
circumstances, but I’m sure we will meet again in the near 
future - I very much look forward to hearing about your 
progress and your impact on public policy. Please make sure 
you keep in touch - should you find yourself in Glasgow in 
the future, let me know. I would like to take you for a coffee 
and learn about what you are up to post- Master’s. And 
don’t forget to stay involved in the EPPE network as there is 
plenty of activity that we can work on together to build our 
community. 

Once again, congratulations everyone, Mark Murphy 

EDUCATION, PUBLIC POLICY & EQUITY MSC

Dr Mark Murphy



 
Abimbola Abodunrin
Nigeria

Future Aspirations
Bagging a MSc degree in Education, Public Policy & Equity, with Distinction 
from the prestigious University of Glasgow (UofG) has paved way for me to 
undertake a doctoral research, which l believe furthers my career ambition 
of becoming an academic, majored in HE policies of equity. The soft skills 
I acquired has honed my professional competence and also positioned me 
to work in academia and education research institutes, both locally and 
internationally, where I can explore the efficacy of educational policies and their 
effects on educational opportunities, especially for marginalized groups.

Best Moment
The learner-centred nature of the course was quite stimulating, as it enabled me 
to develop critical-thinking skills. This did not only broaden my perspective, but 
also created avenues for mutual exchange of ideas and experience between 
fellow course-mates and lecturers. Again, being able to develop good human 
relationships within and outside the academic landscape is one of my major 
achievements here in Glasgow. Despite studying at a time when many nations 
are facing the COVID-19 pandemic, I enjoyed my visit to Loch Lomond and my 
routine walks through the beautiful parks in Glasgow.

Thank You Message
I am grateful for the privilege of undertaking my master’s programme at the 
UofG. Particularly, I owe a debt of gratitude to the UofG Scholarships Office, 
which deemed me a worthy candidate for the African Excellence Award. I 
equally express my profound gratitude to family and friends who have been 
hugely supportive in this academic journey. Further, I am thankful for the 
opportunity of interacting and learning from high diversity course mates and 
erudite academics, all of which were instrumental to fulfilling my ambition of 
gaining a master’s degree.  

 
Ebenezer Agorsor
Ghana

Future Aspirations
In the short term, I aspire in the short term to be an industry leader in 
Educational Policy Development, Analysis and Evaluation centred on access, 
social justice, and equity issues. To this end, I intend to collaborate with 
third sector organisations which are focus on ensuring educational access, 
equity and social justice. This will be aimed at making policy interventions in 
educational policies put out by the Ministry of Education in Ghana. In the long 
term, I see myself as a Programme and Project officer for the United Nation 
Economic and Social Council (UNESCO). 

Best Moment
My best moments were particularly those periods where friends called me to 
attend social events as a way of taking off the stress from academic work. I 
also enjoyed the many collaboration with my course mates on group projects. 
I appreciate the diversity and different perspectives that they brought from their 
different countries. I enjoyed the Graduate Skills Programme, the Professional 
Skills Programme too. Of course, I visited the Pollock Park and Loch Lomond 
and I strangely met a former University of Glasgow Lecturer who narrated a 
succinct history of Scotland. People make Glasgow!

Thank You Message
I wish to show my profound appreciation to the Commonwealth Scholarship 
Commission in the UK and the University of Glasgow who nominated me and 
jointly funded the full cost of my study through the Commonwealth Shared 
Scholarship 2019/2020 in the University of Glasgow. I want to also thank the 
module leaders and coordinator of Education, Public Policy and Equity course 
in the School of Education. Finally, to my family, friends and everyone who 
supported my dreams, I say God bless and Ayekoo! 



 
Eva Ali
Indonesia

Future Aspirations
I specifically chose this MSc in Education, Public Policy and Equity as I needed 
to update my skills and knowledge in understanding how education shapes 
socio-economic impacts in the society. This study provided me a strong 
foundation upon which to build the rest of my work as an Educational policy 
analyst.

Best Moment
During my time studying in the UK, I’d say I had the best amazing journey 
because I’ve got to experience not only the dynamic enriching discussion of the 
academic life but also the multicultural, the rich historical environment of the city 
of Glasgow as well as many other cities in Scotland. There’s this one moment 
that I enjoyed the most when I did road trip with my husband to Isle of Skye  for 
a week. It’s really unforgettable. The scenery, the foods, the neighborhood, it 
was all magical.

Thank You Message
This journey of utilising my knowledge and exploring my interest has been 
challenging yet rewarding at the same time. I would like to thank those who 
helped me along the journey and made this possible. First, this tremendous 
postgraduate life would not have happened without the help of the ministry of 
finance of Indonesia through the scholarship of Indonesia endowment fund for 
education. Second, to my parents and my husband who always have faith in me 
and encourage me to reach my dreams. Their love and support will always be 
appreciated beyond words. 

 
Yanan DING
China

Future Aspirations
Be a happy, joyful and useful person to society

Best Moment
Every moment of life

Thank You Message
Thank everyone in my life



 
Yaqian Du
China

Future Aspirations
I am committed to exploring the potential and talents of individuals and realizing 
the unity of personal and social values.
I want to stay kind and humble, brave and confident.
I hope I can think dialectically and maintain an independent personality.
I want to live happily, forever young and remain curious and passionate about 
life.
I hope I am free from prejudice, not afraid of discrimination, and look at the 
world sincerely.
I hope that I am brave enough to love and be loved, and to protect my world.
I hope I can afford the life I want.

Best Moment
The best moments for me in University of Glasgow is in the classroom, on the 
campus, and in every frame of the city’s scenery.

Thank You Message
Thanks to my parents, being your daughter is the luckiest and happiest thing in 
the world.
Thanks to my teachers, classmates, and those friends who helped me in 
Glasgow.

 
Panchalee Tamulee
India

Future Aspirations
I look forward to becoming a ‘global change maker’ by engaging in meaningful 
and innovative intervention to create just and appropriate learner spaces. 
Currently, I am back in my home country – India and have started working as 
a lead in a multinational company managing the corporate social responsibility 
(a comprehensive approach to addressing education, skill building, health and 
women empowerment).   

Best Moment
The best part of this journey was being part of the student committee working 
with members across the globe. I made some of my dearest friends through 
this platform. Organising events and festivals for every occasion, celebrating 
cultures transnationally was a learning than made the School of Education 
exceptional and me a better individual. 

Thank You Message
I am thankful to my faculty, the staff and fellow students for being part of 
this wonderful journey. The intense classroom discussions and the student 
engagement provided distinctive perspective on understanding issues related to 
education and equity; this has left a fire within me to work on critical important 
issues for a better today. All thanks to School of Education. Special shout out 
to Kirsteen Fraser to standing by us in thick and thin, especially during time of 
COVID-19 pandemic. 



On behalf of the teaching and 
administration team of the MEd Educational 
Leadership programme (formerly known as 
Professional Learning & Enquiry), I warmly 
congratulate you on your successful 
completion of the programme. 

It is never easy to work full time and study part time, but you 
have done a great job during this very challenging time. I 
hope you feel proud of your accomplishments!

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP MED

Dr Dong Nguyen



Congratulations everyone! 

What a year it was! Together you quickly created a strong 
and rich community of learning within the School; it has been 
inspiring to work with you, watch you grow as professionals, 
but also as friends. We have learned a lot from you all, and 
we are so proud of the work that you have accomplished. 

On behalf of the whole team, we wish you all the best as you 
move forward in your careers. Keep learning and listening, 
keep creating and engaging; the world needs responsive and 
inclusive educational spaces now, more than ever. 

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES FOR ADULT, YOUTH AND 
COMMUNITY CONTEXTS PGDIP/MSC – TEACHING 
ADULTS MSC

Dr Mia Perry



 
Maria Alejandra 
Barberena Garzon
Colombia

Future Aspirations
I want to stay in the UK and pursue a career in further education.

Best Moment
The whole Glasgow experience was incredible, I loved meeting the people I met 
and sharing so many moments together even through these weird times. 

Thank You Message
I would like to thank everyone who participated of this path: my professors 
(especially Dr. Mia Perry) and my classmates who taught me so many things 
about a culture so different to mine. Shoutout to Miiiike for being such a 
good motivation for giving my best and for constantly encouraging my critical 
thinking.
Most importantly I would like to thank my brother, to whom I dedicate this 
accomplishment. Juanfe, you inspire my actions in deeper ways than you 
even think of! I love you unconditionally and for ever. Thanks for making this 
possible. 

 
* Briant Ho Kang Xian
Malaysia

Future Aspirations
I will continually develop and enhance myself from both inner and outer sides 
of me because I want to become the true hero and lifestyle influencer for 
other people in the world. I want to fulfil my potential and be the one whose 
life and actions are capable of influencing and inspiring others to learn more, 
dream more, and become more. While the sky is not the limit and greatness is 
possible, I will be able to share positive messages to the world and help people 
to create a life with full of meanings through my career and aspirations.

Best Moment
I really enjoy the moments being shared with my friends who come from 
different conners of the world, no matter in the classes, lectures, or workout 
sessions. I like to share the ideas, knowledge, and experience with others 
regardless of their age, gender, and profession. I like the time when we train 
hard, strive hard, and play hard. I enjoy travelling to different parts of Scotland 
to view the unique scenery, as well as staying at home watching the beautiful 
sky and clouds which change their colour all the time.

Thank You Message
I am really glad by having the chance to study at here and meet with so many 
people coming from diverse backgrounds. Thank you for enhancing me in 
all aspects of my life, making me to believe in myself more, releasing my full 
potential and creating a better me. I really appreciate all the moments that I 
spent at here. Wish all of us the best and bless in our lives and achieve what we 
always dream for. Cheers!



 
Lang Cao
China

Future Aspirations
Of course, I want to be engaged in the field of education in the future. Maybe 
I will become an English teacher or a piano teacher or just an educator. No 
matter what the specific job in the future is, my goal is to help more children get 
better education and growth.

Best Moment
There were so many best moments. To be precise, the whole year of studying 
abroad was an unforgettable memory for me because I had the opportunity 
to go back to school again, which made me stay away from the trivialities and 
troubles in my original life and return to a pure campus time. This was the first 
time I lived alone away from home. It was a very novel experience.

Thank You Message
Too many people need to be thanked. First of all, I want to thank my parents, 
who always unreservedly supported my decision and gave me the greatest 
encouragement and support. The past year was undoubtedly a difficult one, I 
would like to thank my friends. It is their accompany that relieved my anxiety 
and made me feel better. Their presence really made my overseas experience 
more memorable. Besides, I would like to express my appreciation to my 
supervisor Dr Julie and each teacher, who not only offered me academic 
support during my learning process but also gave me a lot of encouragement.

 
Hongwei Gui
China

Future Aspirations
I am dedicated to being an English teacher with critical thinking, patience, 
reflection, and love.

Best Moment
My best moments that happened at the University of Glasgow must be knowing 
how to stay alone, think deeply, and overcome dread feelings. I never feel so 
serene after realizing that I have the capacity to deal with those troubles that 
were around me, and I am more confident than ever before in facing difficulties 
in the future.

Thank You Message
I would send my sincere gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. Julie Shaughnessy. She 
is a rigorous, reflective supervisor in terms of academic guidance who cultivates 
my critical thinking, and she is also a knowledgeable and amiable friend treating 
me as a mature learner and sharing British culture and customs with me. 

 
Michael Malt
UK

Future Aspirations
To become an teacher in higher and adult education.

Best Moment
The best moment was the establishing of the learning community we created in 
the course. It was a group that I am proud to be a member of, and friendships 
were made that will carry on long into the future.

Thank You Message
Thank you to all the lecturers and staff that supported me through the course, 
to my fellow students for the amazing and informative chats, and my wife for 
listening to me only talk about education for a year!



 
Stewart Paul
Malawi

Future Aspirations
To be a leading force in the battle for a developed and sustainable future for my 
community.

Best Moment
Events conducted by the School of Education’s social committee. A visit to the 
Highlands. A trip to London.

Thank You Message
#UofG gave me an opportunity to look at the world differently; to take up 
opportunities and necessitate “meaningful” changes in the world. I’ve never 
been more hopeful and excited about my future!!

 
Barbara Russell
Scotland

Future Aspirations
I would like to go on to do a PhD and aspire to pursue a career in academic 
research

Best Moment
We had a great time with an overnight field trip in Dundee. I was delighted to 
stay on such a lovely hotel and to meet so many of the community workers 
there and learn from them

Thank You Message
I would like to thank all the staff, but particularly Mia and Kirsty. You have always 
been so encouraging and a source of wisdom and advice, this has been so vital 
this year during shaky times

 
ANASTASIA SAMARTZI
Greece

Future Aspirations
My career aspirations are to continue working for the Hellenic Coast Guard, 
whilst simultaneously participating in maritime policy-making and curriculum 
design. My dream is to become both an administrator of a maritime academy 
contributing to the maritime’s educational reform and an educator on maritime-
related subjects, who properly guides future seafarers and naval cadets and 
envisages them to become the future commanders of the seas.  

Best Moment
Undeniably, the best moments of my staying at Glasgow were firstly the 
organized by the University Dandee field trip with my classmates and secondly, 
the excursion at Isle of Skye with my friends! 

Thank You Message
I extend my appreciation to the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Insular 
Policy and to the non-profit public organization in Greece “EVGENIDES 
FOUNDATION”, who nominated and granted me to attend the studies at the 
University of Glasgow as my studies were conducted in terms of the scholarship 
granted by the Foundation for that purpose. I would also like to thank my 
educators, classmates, friends, and family for always being by my side 
supporting me, and giving me valuable advice, suggestions, and the courage to 
continue regardless of the situations and hardship. 



 
Lynne Smith
Scotland

Future Aspirations
To become an inspiring college or university lecturer teaching future 
generations 

Best Moment
Learning a range of new and diverse skills and learning from other students with 
varying backgrounds and cultures. 

Thank You Message
Thank you to fellow classmates and lecturers for getting everyone through the 
toughest and most unprecedented teaching year ever! The year 2020 will not be 
forgotten!

 
Ruihao Xiong
China

Future Aspirations
Since I have been interested in the development of vocational education for 
years and I have chosen it as my dissertation topic, a big dream that I want to 
achieve is to be an expert in the vocational education industry. 
In ten or twenty years, I wish I could build a professional and systematic 
teaching and learning structure for vocational education, to improve the quality 
of vocational schools and create social value by cultivating more skilled and 
well-educated labours into the market in China.

Best Moment
I joined a lovely firework party with my classmates. We kept laughing and 
talking, counting down together, and making wishes for the coming new year. It 
seems to me that for the first time I had made friends in this city.
Another unforgettable memory is our trip to Dundee. Although it took only 
two days, I spent a great time with my classmates and teachers. Even though 
the COVID-19 has disrupted all of our plans, every one in our class has been 
encouraging and helping each other all the time. Different growing backgrounds 
did not increase the strangeness between us, but bring more joy to us.

Thank You Message
I want to say thank you to all staffs from the University of Glasgow, I appreciate 
all your help during the whole year.
I wish to express my great appreciation to Dr. Srabani Maitra, my dissertation 
supervisor, for her patient guidance, helpful comments, and thoughtful care. 
My special thanks are extended to all the teachers who kindly gave up their 
professional and personal time to help me finish this study.
I would also like to thank my classmates who always encouraged me during this 
hard time. 
Finally, I wish to thank my family for their constant love, support, and 
encouragement.



 
Bin Yao
China

Future Aspirations
I will be a life-long learner and an educator who spreads good values, evokes 
thinking and helps people to achieve their potential to the largest extent. I will 
also strive for diversity, inclusion and equality. 

Best Moment
There were so many unforgettable moments in the past year: When we got 
great feedback to our first teamwork (we were so excited!), when we fed 
squirrels at Kelvingrove park and the Botanic Garden (they were so cute!), 
the welcoming parties of the accommodation and the School of Education, 
the Glasgow fireworks at Bonfire night, Burns Night, Ceilidh, our field trip to 
Dundee, Fun nights at Polo Lounge with friends, etc.

Thank You Message
I want to thank my supervisor Rhonda Leith for supporting me to get through 
the most difficult time during dissertation writing and the pandemic. I want to 
thank Dr Mia Perry and all other lecturers for enlightening me and inspiring me 
to be a passionate educator. I want to thank Yenfu Lai for being my tutor and 
brother who offered me a lot of help in my study and life. I also want to thank 
my dear friends and classmates for making all the good memories with me in 
Glasgow. I am a lucky person, truly grateful!



 
Marcus Russell Slater
Scotland

Future Aspirations
To be a pedagogical mover and shaker, to be a social agent of change in adult 
education to develop a radical adult education future. To virtually mine the 
hidden gold in adults that dreams are possible, I personally have overcome 
many challenges, my aspiration is that my achievements be an inspiration to 
everyone that they can climb mountains. I would like to continue my research in 
the area of experiential/ embodied learning and also facilitate and teach in this 
area. I would also like to refine my research writing into publishing books.

Best Moment
Located on the UofG campus is the home of my former college Victorian 
founder, to walk in his footsteps was inspirational. Studying adult education 
theory and practice created a transformative experience; this facilitated and 
inspired me to dream a radical future for adult education. A defining moment 
for me has been discovering my vocation in adult education, my final research 
project (Discovering Medieval monastical rhythm) was a transformative journey.  
This project enabled me to weave together my interests in the arts, history and 
divinity, discovering a passion for experiential learning.

Thank You Message
Thank you to Faith Mission Bible College for the inspiration to pursue adult 
education. Thank you to H. Bainbridge, C. Robertson, R. Broomfield, L. Jeffries 
for their support and help. Thank you to my supervisor (J. Howie), for support 
and encouragement. Thank you Fr K. Francis, Br M. Christoffer, Fr J. McLuckie, 
A. Philip and Fr M. Charlesworth for spiritual and theological support. Thank 
you to my family for their support. Thank you to all the staff at UofG School of 
Education, UofG Library and National Library of Scot’. Thank you to Ancrum 
Heritage Society and Granton Castle Walled Garden. 



On behalf of all the programme staff please 
accept our sincere congratulations! 

We are very proud of each one of you; our graduating 
students. You have completed a demanding programme of 
study in a demanding and extraordinary year. A wise man 
recently wrote:

‘May we be sustained by the conviction that education 
bears within itself a seed of hope: the hope of peace and 
justice; the hope of beauty and goodness; the hope of social 
harmony.’

It is our hope that in the next stage of your life you may in 
ways small and large change our world.

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES MED/MSC

Dr Robert Doherty



 
Yitong Bai
China

Future Aspirations
I will design parenting programmes combining areas of parenting education 
and spiritual education. I hope that I can help lots of parents to know 
themselves and their children, also understand what are parents’ role in 
parenting.

Best Moment
Although we experienced an unusual year especially for the period of working 
on dissertations, I found myself and inner peace by lots of reading and thinking. 

Thank You Message
My deepest gratitude goes first and foremost to my supervisor, for her tireless 
help and guidance especially in this difficult time that she gave me lots of 
guidance and encouragement.

 
Jiahui BI
China

Future Aspirations
Future aspirations:
In the future, I hope to be a professional English teacher in the educational 
industry. Simply enjoying the teaching job that I like and trying something more 
challenging. Hopefully I can keep studying in a new environment. 

Best Moment
Best moment:
The year in UOG has left me so many wonderful memories. I feel like it was 
not long ago when I first climbed up the hill in front of the main campus with 
curiosities and excitements. I remember spending a whole afternoon in the 
library with my classmate to finish the reading assignment. I also remember 
me seeing a fox for the first time in my life at the campus one night after class, 
it scared me. I miss the classes, the teachers’ strong yet charming Scottish 
accent. Also, I have to admit that the peak at Kelvingrove Park offered the best 
spot to watch the sunset and the UofG.

Thank You Message
Thank you message:
I am honored to be a member of the class of 19-20, and am very grateful for 
what the year has taught me. I learned to be independent, calm down when I 
encountered problems, as well as get over procrastination (well, I guess so). I 
also enjoy living in Scotland, where the people never made me feel foreign. I’m 
just praying that the epidemic will pass and I can go back soon. 

 
Shuang Cao
China

Future Aspirations
To be a good educator.

Best Moment
The first time I had a lecture in main building and I thought my dream came true 
at that moment.

Thank You Message
I am really honored to study at the University of Glasgow. It is the happiest and 
most challenging year of my life.  



 
Xi Chen
China

Future Aspirations
Career-wise, I want to have a job that I love and would like to work for all the 
time. Emotionally, I want to be something that will make my parents proud and 
everyone around me happy.

Best Moment
I think many of those moments to be some of the best moments of my life. 
Moments like spending time with family and friends, trying to be rewarded and 
all the moments of being loved.

Thank You Message
First of all, I would like to thank my family and friends for always supporting me 
and encouraging me so that I never feel alone in my journey forward. Secondly, 
I would like to thank my mentors who have been patient and helpful in my 
academic journey. And finally, I’d like to thank my favorite person, who is the 
source of all my curiosity and the fuel for my love of the world.

 
Bei Chen
China

Future Aspirations
The best plan for the future, is good at dealing with the current, the latest work 
task.

Best Moment
The best moment in Glasgow was the moment when I suddenly discovered 
that I was growing up, and also the moment when I was working hard for what I 
wanted.

Thank You Message
I want to thank my parents for providing me with such a good opportunity to 
see the wider world. I also want to thank everyone I met in Glasgow, teachers, 
friends, passers-by, etc.

 
Yujiao Cheng
China

Future Aspirations
Everything is possible

Best Moment
When I first came to Glasgow, I remembered it was a rainy and windy day, but 
people that helped me carried the luggage made me very warm and moved. 
The first time I was lost when I came to the sports building, the person who 
just finished his exercise showed me around the building for about half a hour, 
which is over my expectation. 

Thank You Message
I very appreciate the people who had help me in this wonderful year, hoping all 
of them and family will be great in this special year.



 
Huichong Deng
China

Future Aspirations
The experience  of studying abroad not only helped me to improve  my 
academic  ability, but also let me realize  the importance of lifelong learning.  I 
decide to go to Bejing, the biggest metropolis in China,  to provide myself with 
more opportunities to learn new things.  I want to enter the education industry 
and learn more about it in practice.  Maybe I could be a teacher or member 
of the management in an education company.  I am really looking forward to 
sharing my ideas, thoughts, and skills with Chinese children in the future. 

Best Moment
When I passed the final dissertation of the postgraduate programme of course!  
I really enjoyed the communication between classmates and teachers in 
seminars.  It is a new experience for me. I learned a lot from these discussions. 

Thank You Message
I really cherish and miss the time I spent at the UofG. The time of the year is 
very fast.  In this year, I not only had the opportunity  to broaden  my horizons, 
but also met many interesting people and experienced many interesting things.  
The teachers’ rigorous and modest  academic  spirit has also deeply influenced 
me.  I am very grateful to be a student of the UofG. 

 
Wen Ding
China

Future Aspirations
To be better.

Best Moment
The time when I lived in Glasgow.

Thank You Message
Thank you to all the people l love.

 
Hongxi Du
China

Future Aspirations
I am inspired to pursue a gender related PhD. I am also willing to work in some 
transnational corporations or international schools.  I would be very delighted if I 
can work in Chinese admission of UoG.

Best Moment
I enjoyed the moments walking across the main building and Kelvingrove park, 
when I go to the St Andrews building. The lovely view, squirrels and dogs, fresh 
air cheered me up. 

Thank You Message
I want to thank Professor Catherine Doherty. She is really a very good teacher 
who cares for students a lot. She always gives me strong academic support, 
when I need her. Thank you again for her help and best wishes for her. 



 
Wendi Duan
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can open my own shop, selling coffee, milk, tea, shoes, clothes and 
books that I like.

Best Moment
Every moment with my best friend and ex-boyfriend is the happiest moment for 
me.

Thank You Message
I am lucky to be here in Glasgow, I have gained a lot and lost a lot, but life will 
always teach you, just keep moving on.

 
Jinglei Duan
China

Future Aspirations
be safe and happy, back to Glasgow again

Best Moment
met my friends 

Thank You Message
Thanks to anyone that I met in the UofG

 
Zhuo Fu
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can be an excellent teacher and have a good career.

Best Moment
The school in the sunset is very beautiful. The people in Glasgow are very 
friendly and enthusiastic, which makes me very reluctant to leave. Everything in 
Glasgow is hard to forget.

Thank You Message
Thanks to Glasgow’s offer, I have the honors to study at the Magic School and 
become a student at the University of Glasgow.



 
Weiyi Gao
China

Future Aspirations
I want to be a teacher, like the teachers I’ve had the good fortune to meet, who 
can discover and inspire students.

Best Moment
What I have my eye on is the time I spend with my classmates and teachers. We 
discussed academic or life matters together and helped each other. The time 
we spent together not only allowed me to gain something in my study, but also 
in my friendship.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my parents, teachers, classmates and many friends for 
their help and support in allowing me to enjoy this memorable experience in 
Glasgow.

 
Yue Gu
China

Future Aspirations
Make development and contribution in the field of mathematics education; If 
possible, change the world

Best Moment
When the plane landed at Glasgow Airport;
When communicating academic issues with students from different countries, 
when there was a collision of ideas;
When get grade A ;
when left U of G, I felt I had grown up to a brandnew me.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my parents,who have been unreservedly supporting 
my decisions no matter what happens.Thank you my roommates Anna from 
Slovakia and Shiyi from China for helping me lot in my daily life.I’m also thankful 
to my friends in China, they have always been encouraging me to make 
the most of this precious academic year to find things I’m really interested 
in.Thank you the School of Education for expanding my horizons in the field 
of educational studies.Last but not least,thank you Glasgow for giving me a 
wonderful experience during my masters studies in a foreign country.

 
Yumo Guo
China

Future Aspirations
To be a good teacher has been my lifelong ambition.

Best Moment
This photo brings back lots of good memories. What impressed me the most 
was the main building. I remember that the first time I saw the main building 
in campus. It is a magnificent building. Main building has long history and 
profound culture connotations. 

Thank You Message
First of all, I want to express my sincere appreciation to all those who have 
offered me invaluable help during one year study. My experience studying at 
University of Glasgow brought me great benefits for the rest of my life. Because 
I learned more knowledge. These useful knowledge has helped me greatly 
in my career. Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to teaching staffs in 
school of education, from whose devoted teaching and enlightening lectures I 
have benefited a lot.



 
Shan Han
China

Future Aspirations
I will try my best to make a significant contribution to our community and 
society. 

Best Moment
Studying on campus.
Meeting with my tutors.
Living with my roommates.
Travelling in Glasgow.

Thank You Message
It’s an unforgettable experience for me. I really appreciate the opportunity to 
study in the University of Glasgow.

 
Ziyue HAN
China

Future Aspirations
To be a master in teaching English in career and live a wonderful life as I can 
imagine. Do never underestimate what I can do in anytime. Just live it to the 
best. 

Best Moment
When I walk down a random street in Glasgow, buying a random flavor of ice 
cream with a random jazz song in my headphones.

Thank You Message
The sincerest thank to the vanilla ice cream and the vanilla-taste-like wind when 
I was studying in Glasgow university. And to every single one person I have met 
in Glasgow, in this magic city. 

 
Yuanyuan Hao
China

Future Aspirations
Well, actually I’ve already found a job as one English teacher in China. So, 
for my future, I’m still going to  consolidate the knowledge that I’ve learned in 
UoG and strengthen the English skills in my work. Teaching English is not easy 
for me especially as I’m not a native speaker, but I want to do my best and 
gradually become the teacher who is always the first choice of students when 
they want to learn this language. 

Best Moment
In UoG, I had so many great moments. I’ll never forget the time I spent here. 
One of my best moments will definitely be that I assisted the social committee 
of School of Education to hold the warming activities, which is really fun and 
makes me feel full every time as I recall this memory.

Thank You Message
I really want to send my sincere gratitudes to my tutors who helped me a lot 
during my studying time. Without them, I could never be graduated with merit 
degree. In the meantime, I want to say thank you to myself: Thank you for your 
hard-working and persistence. Now, it is the time to start a new chapter!



 
Lin He
China

Future Aspirations
One year master study life is so short, which inspired my interest in education 
and also encourage me to study more in this field. I hope I have a chance to get 
access to doing something contributing to education work for the children who 
need help.

Best Moment
When I found some best friends in the English corner of Glasgow, I found 
myself a feeling of belonging here. I love this city and the people of this city. 
I love “People make Glasgow”. I also miss the sweaty and good times in the 
university gym.

Thank You Message
Thanks all staff and teachers who helped me a lot during my study time. Also 
many thanks to the lovely people who helped me in my daily life when I first 
time reached this unfamiliar city. I thank myself for making the decision to come 
to Glasgow and study here. It will be the most important memory in my life.

 
Ying He
China

Future Aspirations
I would like to be an English teacher in public schools in China to help children 
grow up healthily.

Best Moment
I took wedding photos with my boyfriend in the university of Glasgow where it’s 
a beautiful and memorable place.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank everyone I met in Glasgow such as every staff in the 
university, my classmates and friends and friendly strangers in Glasgow.



 
XIAORUI HE
China

Future Aspirations
I want to be a teacher who is loved by students in the future. I still remember 
that Dr. Catherine told us to be a facilitator instead of a teacher in the course of 
Modern Educational thought. I know it is easy to just be a teacher, but I want to 
become that kind of teacher who can sincerely respect and love students, be 
the conveyor of knowledge as well as a bosom friend. I wish I could teach my 
little friends something meaningful, and meanwhile, learn something from them.

Best Moment
We come from three different countries but we really had a good time that day. 
2. My friends and I attended the Halloween party of School of Education. We 
took a really impressive and classic photo. 3. The moment I knew I successfully 
finished my first presentation of my postgraduate life. 4. Stayed with myself 
and tried to make my life happy during the quarantine time. 5. The last party 
I had with my friends in my apartment. 6. Got MERIT degree. (Gosh I miss 
Glasgow!!!)

Thank You Message
Say thank you to School of Education and all professors of mine for providing 
resources and lovely atmosphere. Say thank you to my parents and my 
boyfriend for being so supportive and considerate and giving me so much love. 
Say thank you to my best friends in Glasgow for encouraging me in every tough 
moment and sharing everything with me. Say thank you to myself for being so 
brave and independent in this amazing year. Say thank you to Glasgow and 
UofG for being part of my life, I am going to spend the rest of my life missing 
you. Hope I can see you again.

 
Yaohong Hou
China

Future Aspirations
My aspirations are to live a life filled with love and to have a happy family and a 
job I enjoy. 

Best Moment
My best moments were getting to know all the different people during my 
studies and trying to understand the Scottish accent.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my friends who helped me during those hard times and 
kept me strong during lockdown. Despite the fact that we could not be close 
physically, their constant encouragement and support helped me to feel close 
to them in spirit and thanks to them, I always felt the drive to accomplish my 
goal and never give up.

 
Mei Hu
China

Future Aspirations
To be an educator.

Best Moment
Having fun with my friends in a bar or traveling other cities.

Thank You Message
Thanks to all my teachers for their hard work, especially my dissertation 
supervisor Deborah Butcher, for giving me so much support and guidance!



 
Mengya Hu
China

Future Aspirations
I really want to be a teacher in the future. 

Best Moment
I still remember these days studying in the library. I really enjoyed studying on 
the 11th floor where we had a stunning view from the window. Every time when I 
felt tired, I just looked outside and enjoyed the beautiful view. 

Thank You Message
I really appreciate that the university provided me such a good opportunity to 
study here. I met so many warm-hearted teachers who always gave me effective 
guidance. In addition, I met a bunch of lovely friends here. They were so kind 
and friendly. 

 
Xinyue Hu
China

Future Aspirations
I will do my PhD in the area of understanding early years environments and 
upbringing.

Best Moment
Taking class in campus is the best experience, I love my professors, classmates 
and the fabulous old buildings. 
Spending my spare time getting close to nature in Scotland is a memorable 
experience. I found a lot of great spots to overlook the whole city and appreciate 
the magical distant lights at nights.

Thank You Message
I want to say thank you to Dr. Robert Doherty. Thank you for helping me find the 
research direction of my assignment. 
He is kind and wise, the peaceful and inspiring time we spent in his office, those 
small moments of enlightenment and encouragement I will never forget. 
I also want to say thank you to my assignment tutor Dr. Kenneth Macpherson. 
During the time I was writing assignment, he provided me great help and warm 
encouragement. 

 
Shenyi Hua
China

Future Aspirations
To be a high school teacher who not only teaches knowledge but also enables 
students to think and choose their future by themselves.

Best Moment
Traveling in the Highlands and finishing my final dissertation. It is a hard time for 
everyone but I still enjoyed the days in UofG with its huge amount of resource 
and great staff.

Thank You Message
Thank you everyone who has given me help.



 
Shuting Huang
China

Future Aspirations
I want my future to be filled with endless possibilities.
I want to be able to stay grounded, keep working hard, keep moving forward, 
and take responsibility for my own life.
I want my future to be filled with living for myself and never forgetting my first 
steps.
I hope that my future will be bright and wonderful.

Best Moment
While studying at the University of Glasgow, every moment can be the ‘best 
moment’.
It can be the moment when I finishing a dissertation overnight; when I attended 
my first class; when I was giving a presentation; when I was trying an untried 
meal; when I was taking a scenic trip with friends; when I was videoing my 
parents across the ocean; when I cooking my own meal for the first time...

Thank You Message
Studying at the University of Glasgow has been a wonderful part of my life, it 
has taught me to grow, to experience loneliness and disappointment, and to 
see so much beauty.
I am thankful to my parents for giving me this opportunity to learn and 
experience, and for their unconditional and silent support behind my studies.
I am thankful to my class professors and my dissertation supervisors for their 
expertise and patience in getting me through my master’s degree.
I am thankful for the people I have met over the  the past two years. 

 
Linlin Jin
China

Future Aspirations
I will return to China and devote myself to education and apply all the things 
I learned at University of Glasgow to my work and life. This year’s learning 
experience has made me feel different cultures and different education systems, 
which are very interesting and meaningful. I think I may go to different countries 
to study and travel in the future and experience the wonderful world.

Best Moment
The best moment should be the first time I get an A3 from my assignment. 
After all, I am a student. Learning is definitely the most exciting thing for me. Of 
course, there are many good things in my study and life.

Thank You Message
I think it is one of the most valuable experiences in my life to study in University 
of Glasgow. Not only did I have a deeper understanding of education, but also 
improved my academic qualifications. The help of teachers and classmates is 
also very important to me, let me feel warm. Especially during the COVID-19 
epidemic period, the mutual care of school teachers and students made me feel 
warm in foreign countries. Thanks to the University of Glasgow and my decision 
to study abroad at the age of 39.



 
Nguyen Thai Truong Le
Vietnam

Future Aspirations
Get a doctoral degree and become a changer in my world.

Best Moment
The best moment in the past journey was when I got the result of my 
dissertation and I knew that I got a distinction degree. This achievement really 
means to me, and to us since I started this journey with a lot of self-doubts 
about the decision of pursuing this major. We often said to each other that this 
journey was like “a journey of a thousand miles which we are only starting with 
one step”. After all, the biggest motivation for me to overcome it is because 
I know my wife is always with me and behind me, there is my family, and my 
country (like the national flag of Vietnam is always there)

Thank You Message
The completion of this Master’s program is a truly memorable milestone in my 
life. I want to express my sincere thanks to everyone who has accompanied 
me throughout this journey including my supervisor, lecturers, and staff of 
the University of Glasgow – School of Education, my friends in Glasgow and 
Vietnam, and my big family. I want to give a special thanks to my wife, Ho 
Hong Linh. Thank you for always accompanying me throughout this “journey 
of thousands of miles’’. I will always appreciate and be grateful for the years we 
have been together in this Glasgow.

 
Jiao Li
China

Future Aspirations
I want to try my best to promote dual system vocational education in China!

Best Moment
At the time I got “A” from my tutor! I was so excited! As I know, it is really a 
challenge for us to get “A” in any course. So, thank my tutors for my “A” mark! 
Thank you so much!

Thank You Message
Thank you, University of Glasgow!

 
Yaoxian Li
China

Future Aspirations
I will equip myself with the knowledge I have gained during my year at the 
School of Education of University of Glasgow. I will use what I have learned to 
be a good teacher.

Best Moment
In Seminar in Contemporary Issues in Education, my research topic was that 
“Sex Education should be a compulsory course in China”.In the process of 
collecting data and reading the literature, I learned a lot about the current 
situation in China. The presentation I did was also recognized by my teacher, 
Joyce. Every day I spent at Glasgow University is a good memory.

Thank You Message
Thank you to the University of Glasgow for giving me this wonderful memory. I 
will always treasure this memory.



 
Ya Li
China

Future Aspirations
Wish the world lively, wish me still me.有有有有有有有有有有有有

Best Moment
The best time is to drive around the UK with friends and watch TV with a cat in 
my arms at home.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank the Faculty of Education, University of Glasgow and other 
professors who have taught me. They opened the door to the knowledge 
field of pedagogy for me, allowing me to appreciate the fascinating aspects 
of pedagogy. I am honored to have such a learning experience in such a 
professional and immeasurable institution. Finally, I want to thank my neighbor 
and good friend Jiaojiao Wu and her lovely cat Nico. During the writing, their 
encouragement and support like family members are one of the motivations for 
me to persevere. 

 
Yuhan LI
China

Future Aspirations
In the future, I hope I can do what I really want to do and I will feel happy, 
no matter what profession. If I become a teacher, I hope I can make my own 
contribution to the development of education and help students to achieve their 
dreams.

Best Moment
My best moment  was the day I took my graduation picture. I finished my 
graduation thesis even though I don’t know what my grades were. People said 
congratulations to us. At that time, I think it was worth all the effort.

Thank You Message
First of all, I would like to thank the University of Glasgow for giving me this 
opportunity to become a student of this university. I have spent a very happy 
and meaningful year. Secondly, I want to thank the teacher for imparting 
knowledge to me.  I have learned a lot. I also want to thank my friends for their 
company. We went to many places and experienced many interesting things. 
Finally, I would like to thank my family for supporting my dream. In conclusion, 
the experience of this year will become a valuable treasure in my life.

 
Lucheng Li
China

Future Aspirations
Educational Channel integrator.

Best Moment
When I receive the result of my last course, it means that I will get the degree by 
my own efforts and the spirit of not giving up.

Thank You Message
Thanks for everything I’ve been through this year and a half, and for all the 
people I’ve met



 
Mingying Li
China

Future Aspirations
My future aspiration is I want to be a teacher in the future. I will share the 
knowledge with my friends, students, and family, to broaden me and their 
horizons. In order to be a better teacher, I hope that in the future, I can maintain 
the good habit of persisting in learning and enrich my knowledge. Devote my 
whole life to the Chinese educational system.

Best Moment
I think my best moment was on the day of the Spring Festival in 2020. My 
friends and I decided to eat hot pot to celebrate this festival.
It is the first time we leave our country for another country to study and live 
as well as spend the Chinese New Year in the UK. Everyone sits together 
and enjoy the hot pot, this moment gives me a feeling like everyone was my 
family members, we feel close with each other. I can not forget this experience 
and feeling. Thus, I think this is the best moment when I study and live at the 
University of Glasgow.

Thank You Message
As an international student. I am very grateful to everyone who helped me 
during this learning process at the University of Glasgow, as well as the 
university campus.
Then, I would also like to express my gratitude to my friends here. Muran is the 
first friend I met when I came to the University of Glasgow. And my roommates, 
Yitong, Qian Han, Peng Cheng, their cooking skills were so amazing, which 
let me gain nearly 10 kilograms weight in this year. Last but not least, I would 
also like to thank my family for their unconditional support in my studies at the 
University of Glasgow.

 
Yuwei Li
China

Future Aspirations
A knowledgeable, peace, loving person with inner freedom.

Best Moment
Every minute and every second in Glasgow. Including when the heavy rain has 
been raining on me.

Thank You Message
I do appreciate Mr.Robert Doherty, my supervisor Laura Wilson, and all my 
friends.
It’s good to have you in those difficult time.



 
Wenqing Lin
China

Future Aspirations
Become a person who makes myself and my family proud, and strives hard to 
realize the value of my life.

Best Moment
For me, there are many best moments in life, such as becoming a member 
of the University of Glasgow, and getting an offer of a favorite job. These all 
happened during my life at the University of Glasgow. I think I will never forget 
this wonderful time in my life. This marked the beginning of a new stage in my 
life, and it was also a sign of my true independent viability.

Thank You Message
The first person to thank is my family. Without the full help of my family, I would 
not have enough financial and psychological support to complete my studies. 
Second, I want to thank all my teachers in all subjects, especially my tutor, 
Gabriel Aboyadana. They are very patient and have fun in class. I have learned 
a lot from their classes that are not limited to textbooks. Third, I thank everyone 
who helped me during my time at Glasgow University. They made me feel the 
passion that belongs to the people of Scotland.

 
Yiying Lin
China

Future Aspirations
I want to work in the field of education, because different stages of life require 
learning. Education allows people to have new understanding and growth at 
different stages. I think this is meaningful. Although my strength is small, I am 
willing to be their guide and companion with those people.

Best Moment
My most impressive memory should be attending the Ceilidh Ball. At the 
beginning, I was very restrained and guessed that I couldn’t dance as I did not 
learn and also worried about my language problems. But as the atmosphere got 
better and more people participated, I was also invited by the kilted friends to 
dance together. I found the Ceilidh was very interesting and not hard to learn. It 
is a good way for a stranger to feel Scotland culture. Now occasionally I think of 
cheerful music that still pops up in my mind from time to time. At that moment I 
felt like I was part of the collective here.

Thank You Message
I want to say thanks to this country, city, campus and each person I meet here, 
the experience I own has all come from them. I saw the beautiful and kind heart, 
the meticulous, rigorous heart. In the strange city, the people I met and courses 
I learnt both helped me understand more myself and the world in the different 
perspectives. Also, I need to say thanks to my parents who so generously 
supported me to study abroad and my family members who always warm me, 
care for me and encourage me during the special period. 



 
Wanqi LING
China

Future Aspirations
Achieve my dream

Best Moment
The whole year in Glasgow is the best moment of my life

Thank You Message
happy happy

 
Lixi Liu
China

Future Aspirations
Be health and happy. Be a good teacher. Stay with my love. Enjoy what I like 
and pursue. 

Best Moment
Having dinner with my bbf in UofG. Went to shopping with my sis. Having lunch 
together. Traveling in France and Switzerland. 

Thank You Message
Thanks for all of the teachers who have helped me academically. I want to 
express my sincere appreciation to Dr. Robert who has always been supportive. 
And I am really grateful to Joyce, Ellen, Sabine who helped me a lot with 
patience all the time. My sincere thanks go to my family members and my 
friends as well due to their spiritual support. 

 
Xuan Liu
China

Future Aspirations
I think the teacher is a sacred profession. So, I want to be a teacher who keeps 
enthusiasm and vitality. And teach children what I have learned and grow with 
them.

Best Moment
My best moment is to discuss the study with my friends in the library, which 
makes me full of energy. Seeing the figure of everyone studying in the library 
brings me infinite energy to keep moving forward.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank the University of Glasgow for its guidance and recognition 
on my path of learning. I would like to thank all the friends I have met, to study 
and live together with me in the beautiful Glasgow. Thank me, learn to be 
independent, and keep growing.



 
Yuqing Liu
China

Future Aspirations
I’m applying for a teaching job now. Hopefully I could become a teacher in 
Shenzhen.

Best Moment
Of course it was the time when I got A2 for Modern Educational Thought paper! 
It cured my anxiety for dissertation writing.
Also, all the sunny days were the best!

Thank You Message
First, I want to thank my parents for their support and care. Of course, I also 
want to thank myself for the hardworking times. Then, I want to thank the 
professors and my dissertation supervisor Ms. Humera Qazi. Without your help, 
I couldn’t complete my study. In addition, I want to thank my boyfriend AKA my 
roommate, Tony, who supported and took care of me a lot. Actually, I’m always 
feeling grateful for having the opportunity to be a student here. The life and 
schooling here was really meaningful for me. Thank you UoG!

 
Zihao Liu
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can gain an opportunity for doing a PhD program with a fabulous 
supervisor. 

Best Moment
Before the C-19 virus emerged, during the Christmas period, I can occupy the 
whole second floor of the university library.

Thank You Message
Thanks so much for involving me in this amazing university. The experience of 
studying at UoG is priceless to me. I hope UoG could be better and better, and 
next time I want to visit the new research center building.

 
Chun Liu
China

Future Aspirations
I hope to improve my hometown’s education policy and constantly adjust it to 
meet the changes that are taking place in the world.

Best Moment
In this year, what impresses me most is the moment when I see my graduation 
thesis, because I know in my heart that my hard work in this year is worth it.

Thank You Message
In this year’s study life, I would like to thank all the teachers who have taught 
my knowledge and the classmates who have studied and grown up with 
me. The most important thing is that I thank my family for their continuous 
encouragement and support. They also love our school very much. This year’s 
learning experience has also promoted my understanding of Scottish culture. 
I would like to thank the University of Glasgow for the wonderful learning 
experience in this year.



 
Yiyao Liu
China

Future Aspirations
I would like to be a interpreter or a teacher in China. 

Best Moment
It is the time that I made efforts for my dream. 

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my supervisor and all the teachers working in school of 
education. 

 
Huixin LUO
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can keep doing what I want and be influential to others.

Best Moment
Doing weightlifting with my fellas at Stevie.

Thank You Message
Thank you for all.



 
Jia Ni
China

Future Aspirations
I already have come back to my hometown and I plan to be an educator or 
some other jobs related to the education. Because my previous major was 
Business English, but when I decided to have the further education in the UK,  
I have an urge to learn education, therefore I chose the Educational studies. 
Now, I am looking for the job in my hometown and I hope I can put what I have 
learned in Glasgow university to use in the future life. 

Best Moment
Every moment of my study in Glasgow University is my best memory. I 
remember when I first arrived in Glasgow, my English was not very good and It 
was difficult for me to communicate with others. However, many people I did not 
know gave me warm care. Like warm little sister who worked in the supermarket 
taught me to know a variety of COINS; Strangers coming up the road will give 
a warm “morning”; Teachers and students on campus also smile to help me 
solve problems I don’t understand... And walking through The Kelvingrove Park, 
come across a cute little squirrel from time to time. 

Thank You Message
My experience in Glasgow taught me to grow and to understand that loneliness 
is not to be feared and can be enjoyed. Therefore, my growth is inseparable 
from the support of my family and friends, who helped me learn to be strong 
and grow up when I was lonely. Secondly, I would like to thank all the teachers 
in Glasgow University, as well as my dear Supervisor Margaret Ritchie. Without 
their help, I could not successfully complete my study this year. Finally, I would 
like to thank a group of friends from different countries I met in Glasgow , their 
company let me have precious memories. 

 
SHUANG PU
China

Future Aspirations
Becoming a college teacher

Best Moment
Study in the library

Thank You Message
Thank everyone I came across here



 
Yilin Qi
China

Future Aspirations
To be heathy, rich and happy. 

Best Moment
Happy moments having dinner with my friends, discussing our classes.
Traveling with my friend to Edinburgh and celebrating New year at the biggest 
outdoor party .

Thank You Message
I am honored to be a student of University of Glasgow. I was very fortunate to 
meet great and patient people who helped me along the way. Huge thanks 
goes to my supervisor, my tutors and my friends and everyone else who 
contributed to my success. I hope they will be granted all their heart’s desires.I 
had a wonderful time during my study and my stay was more than comfortable. 
I miss Glasgow a lot and I will definitely want to return if the opportunity 
presents itself again.

 
Jingran Qiao
China

Future Aspirations
Work hard, play hard.

Best Moment
Waiting for the sunset in Kelvingrove Park; Spending 7 hours every Saturday 
with all my adorable classmates; Enjoying the horror movies at home while it 
was raining outside; Chatting with squirrels and seagulls (then I realized that 
seagulls were terrifying); Walking along the running river in the little forest 
to meet my friend, just like the Little Red Riding Hood; Wondering around 
downtown, encountering those talented street singers and their lovely songs. 
Miss.GLA, every single moment I fall in love with you is glamouring.

Thank You Message
I have said ‘thank you’ so many times during this special year. Thank you, the 
warm-hearted girl who made me dumplings the first day I arrived in Glasgow; 
Thank you, the stranger who helped me when I fell and hurt myself; Thank 
you, Deborah, you are the best tutor I have ever met. Thank you, all the friendly 
Scottish people. Wish all of you lead wonderful lives, and wish all your dreams 
can come true. 

 
Weiping Qiao
China

Future Aspirations
Always being curious about this world, being nice to everyone. 

Best Moment
Studying at U of G will always be one of my best experience in my whole life. 
Xoxo 

Thank You Message
Thank you, Elaine Robinson (my tutor)
For all you have taught me. 



 
Yuhan Qiu
China

Future Aspirations
I look forward to being an English teacher or an educational policy maker. It is 
great responsibility for educators to make a contribution to social development. 
I hope that all my efforts can make my hometown better.

Best Moment
I was so happy to meet new friends in Glasgow.

Thank You Message
I want to thank all those people who gave me company and encouraged me 
during the time I spent in Glasgow, especially when I felt stressed and lonely. 
Thanks to my friends, we spent a lot of time with each other. We helped each 
other in learning and travelled around. The friendship I gained in Glasgow will 
last for a long long time. Thanks to my parents, they cared for me even though 
we were far away. Thanks to all the teachers I met in Glasgow university and my 
tutor. I learn new knowledge from them and developed new methods and view 
of learning.

 
Zhe Shao
China

Future Aspirations
I am going to  join an PhD programme in Korea for Global Management

Best Moment
My best moment in Glasgow is in the cafe near the river museum with my 
friends,and in our fabulous library.

Thank You Message
I really thank all of my teachers and staff in our School of Education and the 
kind coaches in the University Sports team.
I also thank my friends in Glasgow because they encouraged me a lot.

 
Danjie SHEN
China

Future Aspirations
Continue to be a lifelong learner!

Best Moment
Every minute I spent at the school library and it was at the School library cafe 
that I met my Mr. Right! 

Thank You Message
Thank you for taking me into the field of Education and I learned a lot about it! 



 
Yunqing Shi

Future Aspirations
I am always told that “u’re still young, there’re still plenties of things u cannot 
figure out now”. However, what I am brooding is more likely to be “no matter 
how old I am, there are still plenties of things I cannot figure out for the rest of 
my life”. Intelligence sometimes has nothing to do with age, or accumulating 
experience, which might even turn things to the other way around”. 
I prefer to be a watcher of the trueman show rather than some “lucky candidate” 
which wrestling to win the lottery, or the phone message votes. 

Best Moment
I feel grateful the moment the plane took off. Grateful for everything.
When I close eyes, I still can see the girl - for the first time in her life, her hand 
was holding by a boy that she had been having a crush on - at least she thought 
so. They were walking in that delightful summer night, with sentiment just like 
the bubbles in the sparkling water; yet this time, they were floating in the air, 
towards the starry sky, which is no longer clear in her memory. Maybe love she 
thought. There was a tiny little part of her heart feel thankful to the darkness to 
cover her flushing nervous

Thank You Message
So here am I, sitting on a plane under the dim reading light, flying back home, 
when I finally took the courage to write down my thoughts and a little bit 
experience, partially covered with the fear of revealing the smudginess.
Everyone has secrets. And the older you grow, the more you have, the heavier 
your burden will be. I guess I’m one of them now, without any effort faking to be 
one, although I feel like I’ve been a under-18 ages ago, lawlessly.
And I’m ready to marry a man.

 
Xue Shi
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can use what I learned at University of Glasgow to help others, 
especially children. Maybe I will not be a teacher, but I still want to spend some 
time helping children in need.

Best Moment
What impressed me most was watching the fireworks show by the River 
Thames in London on New Year’s Eve. At the end of the show, people say 
happy New Year to each other and hug those around them. Although the night 
was cold, the scene made me feel warm.

Thank You Message
There are many people I want to thank, my parents, my teachers and my lovely 
friends. They have always supported me and encouraged me. I am also grateful 
to every kind person I met in Glasgow for making my life interesting.



 
Zheng Song
China

Future Aspirations
Couldn’t believe that the study life in Glasgow has come to an end. Here, I’ve 
acquired many skills with the help of all. For the future, I’m looking for a way 
to transfer my writing, event planning skills, and public relations expertise to 
a position within instructions. The prospect of working for a institution is very 
appealing to me. Ultimately, I have an interest in the practice of translation and 
interpretation between Chinese and English, but I see that as a few years down 
the road after I’ve further honed my skills.

Best Moment
The best moment was the seminar group talking which contributed by all kinds 
of ideas towards one topic provided by people from different countries and 
places. That was a great opportunity for me to get to know people all over the 
world and, for sure, make friends.

Thank You Message
Thank you all my friends in Scotland. You gave me useful living tips and 
made a foreigner like me enjoy the wonderful life in Scotland. Thank you my 
supervisors and teachers. It was you who have led me to go further on the 
academic way. And finally thank you my parents and relatives. Without your 
supporting, I couldn’t have finished the study. You made my graduation so fun 
and memorable. I feel so blessed because I have family like you!

 
Yang Song
China

Future Aspirations
Living in a big city which is near my hometown, having a nice-paid job, helping 
the people who treat me, having a friends gathering every week.
Simple life, with hope and happiness.

Best Moment
Every night after I finished the seminar or lecture, walked through the park or 
passed by the library, I just felt peacefel and contented.
I remember at one seminar, we were divided into different groups, and every 
group had to send one member to make the presentation. After the presentation 
other groups had the right to ask questions, we really held a heated discussion 
over one issue. The teacher, Joyce, had to stepped forward otherwise we might 
never stop. It was very fun and although we did not agree with each other, we 
shared our thoughts and become critical.

Thank You Message
I want to thank all the teachers and staff I met in UofG, truly. Your warm caring 
through the period of Lockdown, your professional help in studying, Sabine, 
Robert, Harry, Margaret.......I miss U.
Actually when I got on the plane flying back home, I asked myself if I will return 
to Glasgow, and the answer is always YES.



 
Chengchen Su
China

Future Aspirations
I would like to be a middle school English teacher in my future life because this 
is my dream since I was a little girl.

Best Moment
I had many best moments in Glasgow. For example, the first day I arrived 
in Glasgow, an enthusiastic stranger helped me deliver the suitcase to the 
apartment and welcomed me to Glasgow. That day I felt the enthusiasm of the 
city of Glasgow. In addition, In Glasgow I also met an important friend in my life. 
As for The University of Glasgow, it is as fascinating as the Academy of Wizardry 
in Harry Potter. Both the school environment and the teachers’ teaching are 
excellent.

Thank You Message
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to you for this year’s study in the 
Glasgow School of Education. Thanks to all the teachers and students who 
worked hard together. I will always remember this time and all of you during this 
time.

 
Shuang Sun
China

Future Aspirations
My future aspiration is to be a teacher. I want to teach students what I learnt in 
the UK. I also hope to conduct a more in-depth study of the theory of education.

Best Moment
My happiest moment is the time I spent in the university library. I really enjoy 
the quiet atmosphere in the library. I searched literature and wrote essay on the 
computer. I feel my life is fulfilling and meaningful.

Thank You Message
The time of my studying in the University of Glasgow is very precious and 
happy. I am grateful to every teacher and student I met. I will always remember 
the school motto有Via, Veritas, Vita有

 
Qi Tang
China

Future Aspirations
I want to be a teacher and try to guide and my students to explore and discover 
themselves. I also want to be the one I would want my students to learn from.

Best Moment
It’s a great opportunity to study at the University of Glasgow.  I am extremely 
proud of the choice I made back then to go and study abroad. I still remember 
the first day I came to the University. Every moment seems to be the best 
moment for me. Everything in Glasgow will be the incredible memory that I 
cannot forget through my lifetime.

Thank You Message
I would like to express my gratitude to all the people I met along this amazing 
journey. Thanks to my friends who have spent enjoyable times with me 
throughout this incredible year. Thanks to my family who have always been 
my biggest supporters and strongest backing. Finally有I would like to thank my 
boyfriend Yuhao for his love, company, support and encouragement.



 
Leiyu Tao
China

Future Aspirations
My future aspirations are to stay true to myself, to stay kind to those who come, 
to help the ones in need. 
To be someone that society values and looks up to, someone that makes a 
difference. We can often get lost on our life journey, but in the end, it’s all about 
the memories, experiences and life lessons that we encounter.

Best Moment
The University of Glasgow gave me the chance to express myself, to discover 
the undoubtedly clever girl that I have become. The friendship, campus life, 
even doing online classes during the year 2019 and 2020. The best moments 
are enjoyed along the way, worth having in every moment.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank the University of Glasgow for having me as a student, as a 
learner, as a thinker and as an innovator. The chances they have provided me 
with, along with all the times I might not have been the best student, but still 
chose to put up with me, still giving me the best education and patience, these 
are the things I will always appreciate.

 
Meng Tao
China

Future Aspirations
I hope that I can have a nice job, It’s better to work in a School or University, 
also, if I have time, I would like to have part-time study of Doctorate in my 
working career. Health is important, so I hope I can have healthy physical 
condition in my future life. It’s my desire to have a happy family with super 
boyfriend, and we can live in a flat with the decoration I like. Also, I wish that we 
can have a handsome boy baby and pretty girl, both of them must be smart. For 
me, the study time in Glasgow city, in the University of Glasgow is a wonderful 
memory which is like an amazing dream.

Best Moment
The life in Glasgow is like a long dream which is full of amazing memories. 
Glasgow is like a utopian city in my mind, which maybe I hardly back to have 
such a long time of experience. In Glasgow city and the University of Glasgow, 
it’s best moments to complete essays or dissertations in the library, have dinner 
at every festival with my friend, go shopping in Buchanan Street, have trips in 
Scotland, to London, Cambridge and York.

Thank You Message
Thank you, Glasgow City, let me have a chance to experience a wonderful life.
Thank you, the University of Glasgow, let me study in such an amazing campus 
to absorb advanced knowledge about education and our society. Through 
the study in UoG. I began to care about the problems about social justice and 
education justice, care about special groups in our society when I think about 
issues. Thank you, my tutor precessional course tutor Janine McNair, with your 
help, my language skills have been improved so I can continue to study in UoG. 
Thank you, Robert Doherty too.



 
Wanxing Wang
China

Future Aspirations
To be a nice teacher.

Best Moment
The moment that I firstly encounter with the UOG, the moment that I 
accomplished my final dissertation.

Thank You Message
Many thanks to the precious time in Glasgow, many thanks to all the teachers 
and friends who helped me a lot.

 
Shihan Wang
China

Future Aspirations
I would like to be a teacher, actually now I have an internship in a university in 
Beijing.

Best Moment
When I came to Glasgow, I knew my choice is correct.It’s a wonderful city and I 
met many friends in UoG.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank the UoG and my dissertation advisor, Michelle Donaghy. 
Although this year ended differently than I expected because of covid19, it 
is an extraordinary year in my Life. I met many friends and got unforgettable 
memories.

 
Zhe Wang
China

Future Aspirations
Works as a coordinator or officer in student affairs apartment in sino-foreign 
universities.

Best Moment
The first time my assignment got the grade A!

Thank You Message
Thanks my family who always trust me and support me in my hardest time!
Thanks all my professors, my dissertation supervisor. Without your help, I 
cannot finished my studying so smoothly.
Thanks all my friends. Because of you, my life in Glasgow becomes more 
interesting and meaningful.



 
Pengyi Wang
China

Future Aspirations
I would like to be engaged in the direction of education, including but not 
limited to teachers. I hope my experience can help more students. 

Best Moment
It’s been an amazing journey and every moment could count as the best! I 
got to meet such a group of awesome people. I’ve learned a lot from the best 
teaching crew I could ever ask for. I like the architectural style of our school. I 
literally miss everything there. St. Andrew Building, Adam Smith Building, Main 
BUilding, Gym, library, QMU, GUU, Buchanan Street etc. We fight for COVID-19 
together, we support NHS together. We share ups and downs, we can enjoy 
the good and we also can go through difficulties together. Damn, I miss you so 
much.

Thank You Message
I am extremely grateful to my parents for their love and encouragement. Without 
my parents who always by my side, I would not have had made this far. I always 
knew that they believed in me and wanted the best for me. I love my friends, 
they stand by me in good and bad times. Most importantly, thank myself for 
putting effort into every little step. I appreciated. Thank you for every meeting to 
seeing me on the days when I couldn’t see myself.

 
Wei Wang
China

Future Aspirations
I’d like to be a contributive person to the society. 

Best Moment
The moments in Glasgow were all best. I met lots of great people here. I love 
UofG. I love Glasgow. I love Scotland. 

Thank You Message
Thanks to all the people I met in Scotland.

 
Jinrui Wu
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can go back to Glasgow and get further education at the University of 
Glasgow.

Best Moment
I remembered the first time I came to Glasgow was in July, and the day time is 
long. My friends and I visited Kelvingrove Park and had a picnic there.



 
Jiaojiao Wu
China

Future Aspirations
I hope to be an independent and free person, to be a unique performer in the 
field I like, to be able to do whatever I want in life, to be full of hope for the 
future, and to stick to the past even when encountering difficulties. I hope I can 
live in the country and region I like and become the best version of myself.

Best Moment
The two years of studying in the UK were my best moments. I fully experienced 
freedom and happiness. I will always remember the experience in the UK, it has 
made me grow a lot.

Thank You Message
First of all, I would like to thank myself for being able to be what I want to be in 
a foreign country, persisting and successfully graduating. Although there are 
regrets, it does not affect my hope for the future. Second, thank my parents for 
supporting my choice even when they are not wealthy, and for comforting and 
encouraging me during the epidemic. Third, thank my friends for comforting 
and helping me at every moment I need, witnessing my growth, and sharing 
my joy. Fourth, thank my cat for moving with me, staying with me and returning 
home with me. Although a bit naughty, is still cute.

 
JIADAI WU
China

Future Aspirations
To be an irreplaceable person in a certain field. Then, to be a person who can 
express emotions and ideas with brushes and words. Finally, I hope that my 
family and friends can be healthy and happy.

Best Moment
This year was filled with many good memories. One is that an old lady in 
my philosophy class shared her life story with me, which gave me a lot of 
inspiration. Also, a lovely memory of a rainy day. When my hat was scraped 
off in the heavy rain, a boy ran to chase it back. The most memorable night 
before I left the UK was climbing and singing with my friend Zhi. The strength 
and warmth brought to me by the stunning nature of Scotland and the lovely  
Scottish people will always remain in my mind.

Thank You Message
I am grateful for everything I have encountered during this adventure.
Autumn leaves at kelvingrove park, amazing mint chocolate ice cream, poems 
by Lermontov and Simposka, the most important thing is my teachers and 
friends. I have had an unparalleled experience and learned more than ever 
before, thank you all.



 
Fan Wu
China

Future Aspirations
As for the future, I hope I can make a breakthrough in education. Through the 
continuous improvement of the knowledge and resources that have learned, I 
will become a person who contributes to society.

Best Moment
My best time is in the language class because I just came to a strange city, 
everything feels so fresh. In addition to busy studying, eating, shopping, 
chatting, singing, and dancing with my friends have made the most carefree 
and stress-free days. I miss Glasgow back then.

Thank You Message
For this is more than one year master’s journey.  I would like to thank my 
teachers for their meticulous help and patient teaching. It is because of this 
year’s experience in a foreign country that made me grow faster. I hope I can go 
back to the University of Glasgow again to have a look, and then make up for 
my own graduation ceremony.

 
Xiao Xiao
China

Future Aspirations
I really want to be a teacher who focusses on the minorities in student groups. 
Also to help those students who haven’t gained their equal rights to receive 
education or being treated fairly in school.

Best Moment
When I knew I got an A1 for my final dissertation(有有有). 
When I cooked first meal by myself. 
When my friend’s and I had girls’ night together, chatted a lot and suddenly felt 
that I want to be friends with them forever. 
When I received love and smile from Glasgow people. 
When I inspired by teachers’ and classmates’ perspectives, and sometimes it 
just felt like a new world appeared in front of me.

Thank You Message
First of all,  I would like to thank all the teachers and staffs in the University of 
Glasgow for their guidance, inspiration and concern,  and always supporting 
me to explore the topics I am interested in. And I want to say thank you to my 
parents and family who are always supportive to my decisions. And my good 
friends that I met in Glasgow, you brightened my days, especially during this 
tough time. I am also grateful for this unique experience of studying in Glasgow, 
which has given me the opportunity to see this lovely place and lovely people.

 
Cien Xie
China

Thank You Message
I really appreciate the experience of studying educational studies in the 
University of Glasgow. My story in Glasgow is an adventure, which is full 
of challenges, self-growth and happiness. I would like to send my sincere 
gratefulness to everyone who helped and supported me. Thank you UofG, for 
letting me believe that we are world changers. Each of us can be the light that 
brings brightness to ourselves, to others, and to the world. My story goes on, 
and wherever I go, the memory of Glasgow will always be the warmest and the 
most gentle power in my heart. The way, The truth, The life.



 
Yeshu XU
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can do what I like in my favorite place in the future. I can travel to more 
places, meet more good friends, get in touch with more different cultures, 
and learn more knowledge. I can meet the right person during the smooth 
development of my career.

Best Moment
My best moment is to put on the graduation gown and take pictures on the 
beautiful Glasgow campus. That was the last time I visited my university before 
leaving campus. I will always remember my days at the University of Glasgow. 
Glasgow makes me, I will always love Glasgow.

Thank You Message
First of all, I want to thank my parents and family. Thank you for supporting me 
financially and spiritually. Secondly, I want to thank Dr. Nuala Broderick. Thank 
you for guiding my dissertation, helping me revise and improve the quality of 
my paper, and finally, get good grades. In addition, I also want to thank my 
good friends. Thanks for meeting. Your presence enriches my life. Finally, I want 
to thank the University of Glasgow for training me, and also thank myself for 
studying hard all the time.

 
Mingqi Xu
China

Future Aspirations
Be confident enough to be a world changer, staying curious to the world and 
bringing positive energy to people. 

Best Moment
The moment when we international students discussed a topic from our 
different perspective and backgrounds. This kind of inclusive and diverse 
education is really inspiring.

Thank You Message
I really appreciate all the help from everyone around me, and thanks myself for 
the effort to obtain the master degree. It’s such a special period, and the global 
pandemic makes everything more difficult. I’m grateful for all the heartwarming 
support and encouragement.

 
Jie XU
China

Future Aspirations
I want to live a happy life, and to influence others.

Best Moment
having party with friends, making new friends, finishing my dissertation.

Thank You Message
I love University of Glasgow!



 
Wanzhen Xue
China

Future Aspirations
I hope the doctor application can be successful. In the future there will be 
opportunities to return to Glasgow.

Best Moment
The best moments are traveling with friends, celebrating birthdays and 
celebrating the New Year together.

Thank You Message
Thanks for the support of my family, the company of my friends, the guidance of 
my tutor, and my own efforts.

 
Xinying Yang
China

Future Aspirations
I wish I could do something that makes a positive difference in educational 
fields, and my dedication is to be useful and helpful in my future career of 
education.

Best Moment
All lessons that I took in university of Glasgow have constituted a phase of 
precious moment for me, and I like sitting in the library on the 10th floor with a 
beautiful view around.

Thank You Message
My sincere gratitude would like to be given to all professors and staff from UofG, 
thanks for being nice, friendly and professional. I have learned how to think or 
being a critical thinker during the one-year learning experience and it matters a 
lot for my whole life. Besides, studies about education have opened my horizon 
about the world, so thanks again for the opportunity of being a student of the 
word-class university.

 
Wanglei Yu
China

Future Aspirations
I have been dreaming of being an English teacher at an early age. I hope I can 
help Chinese students see a bigger world and be better self by learning English. 
I hope someday I can make a small contribution to China’s education career.

Best Moment
 I still remember the first time I went to main building for registration, I firmly 
believe UoG is the right place. It is the magic school I’ve never seen before. 
I really enjoyed sitting on the chair outside Hunter Hall, watching squirrels 
eating nuts on the grass.  Absorbing knowledge is such a great thing. More 
importantly, I meet people from all over the world, on behalf of different cultures 
and minds. It is the diversity that makes University of Glasgow more fascinating.

Thank You Message
Big thanks to my programme leader Robert and all my respectable tutors. 2020 
is a hard year. It is your support and encouragement that push me forward and 
persist in what I really want to do.  People make Glasgow. Glasgow makes me.  
This is the place where I grow and glow. I love you, My UoG.



 
Zihao YUAN
China

Future Aspirations
Get an ideal and well-paid job 

Best Moment
Drinking T-beer in pub with my friends

Thank You Message
Thanks everyone I met during this tough year.

 
Muran YUAN
China

Future Aspirations
Of course, due to the special event this year, COVID-19, what I am most 
looking forward to is that at some point in the future, sooner or later, we will 
be able to have a ceremony on-site for this year’s graduates. For me, it’s a 
great opportunity to meet again with hurried parting friends and tutors due to 
the epidemic. In other respects, even though the end of campus experience in 
Glasgow is on the horizon, I hoped that my works here can be improved in the 
future with filling the gaps what I missed. In fact, perhaps the self-study after 
leaving is the greatest ability I have gained from here

Best Moment
In Glasgow, the academic writing courses before the start of the course as well 
as the short courses are my favourite parts. The academic writing courses have 
helped me to understand the expression of academic language in advance. 
Although the short-term courses I participated in were cancelled halfway due 
to the epidemic, the short learning process made me fully feel the diversity and 
tolerance of the uni. In addition, the lighting ceremony on Christmas Eve, a 
wonderful part of my living here, was made me really start to feel immersed in 
Glasgow.

Thank You Message
In addition to my family and tutors, I would like to express my gratitude to some 
of my friends here. Lorna Lythgoe and Astrid Faragher, as the first friends I met 
when I came to the UK, they guided me very well to get known of this city and 
accompanied my whole period of studying here. And Lulu, she encouraged and 
helped me relieve from depression due to the epidemic isolation and learning 
pressure, which made me become more positive about life and studying here.



 
Rui ZHANG
China

Future Aspirations
My biggest aspiration is travel around the world. And i hope one day I can go 
back to Glasgow and the University of Glasgow.

Best Moment
The best moment was to attend the Glasgow Fireworks Festival 2019 with 
friends.

Thank You Message
It is an honor for me to study at the University of Glasgow. The experience 
and harvest here will be precious memories of my life. Here, I met very good 
friends and teachers. Their trust and encouragement made me brave. I am very 
grateful for their help and company. Most importantly, I thank my parents for 
their continued support and care for me. Finally, what I want to say is that I love 
Glasgow deeply and I hope that one day I can see you again.

 
Shuyi Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
In the future, I hope I can find a job that I really love and make contributions 
to the development of education. As for daily life, I would like to develop my 
interests and hobbies and take actual actions because some of them are not yet 
implemented. 
Take pride in how far I have come. Have faith in how far I can go and enjoy the 
journey.

Best Moment
I had several memorable moments in the past year. In the first semester, I was 
so nervous and worried after completing my presentation because it was my 
first assignment in the postgraduate study. Mrs Julie Robinson comforted me 
and encouraged me, and also provided helpful suggestions. Her gentle words 
brought me confidence and the belief that I have the ability to complete the 
following assignments.
Besides, I enjoyed the time I spent with my friends. I love the moments when we 
hang out together, or just stayed up the whole night communicating with each 
other.

Thank You Message
First, I would like to express sincere gratitude to my professors and teaching 
staff, especially Robert, Sabine and my supervisor Chelle. Their patience and 
encouragements helped me get through this difficult but rich and full learning 
process. 
I am also grateful that Glasgow is such an inclusive city and people are all 
friendly which offered me a sense of belonging not long after I arrived. 



 
Yiqi Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
Be happy. Nothing can destroy me. 

Best Moment
With my friends, travelled in the UK. 

Thank You Message
Incredible year in Glasgow even though we suffered from the COVID-19. Thanks 
to all the people  I met in the UK, whatever they helped me, chatted  with me, 
had same classes with me, taught me, even those who had ever made me 
upset. They all improve my mind and abilities. I will always remember them like 
an photo album in my memory.

 
Nan Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
In the future, I want to use the knowledge I learned in University of Glasgow 
in my real workplace. And it would be better if I can apply this knowledge in 
solving real problems that I came across in my future jobs. I want to do more 
meaningful things.

Best Moment
In the period of Glasgow, I still remember the time when I was a freshman, I 
felt a little lonely being separated from my Families and friends. And I couldn’t 
be accustomed to the life in this new environment. However, it was the colorful 
campus activities and friendly students and teachers here giving me a different 
kind of warmth in the new period of my life. Our university have even taken 
us for a trip to the Falkirk Wheel, It was a great trip and the sight seeing there 
impressed me a lot.

Thank You Message
As for my study, I want to show my great appreciation for all my tutors who have 
given me so much help in the completion of my school work. At first, there were 
so many problems which came to me suddenly for I could not get along well 
with the new study mode. Thanks to weekly office hours when we could spend 
some time with tutors on our confusion of learning. What’s more, tutors will also 
give their help to us without hesitation whenever we went to ask them questions 
after class.



 
Rou Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
Being a coach.

Best Moment
The moments when I was reading books or materials for my study and those 
moments when I walked along the street everyday. The moments when I stayed 
with my friends. And the moments when I think about him.

Thank You Message
Many thanks to all teachers I met during this year. They are very helpful to me.
Many thanks to my friends I met here who gave me support when I was alone 
there.
Many thanks to the people in Glasgow who showed me warm and sincere 
hearts.
Many thanks to my family who are always support me behind me.
Many thanks to this special year with which I understand who I love and what is 
the most important for me.
Many thanks to this year with which I start to like reading.

 
Wanyi Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
For the study, I hope I can maintain enthusiasm for learning, hold curious 
about new to things, always strive to learn something new. For the life, happy 
everyday is my daily pursuit. I am trying to become a useful person for the 
society and give a better life to my family! 

Best Moment
Personally speaking, every moment in Glasgow is precious for me. If I have to 
choose the moment, I think traveling to the Highlands in Scotland with my best 
friends is my best moment. I can’t forget the beautiful scenery in the Highlands.

Thank You Message
Thanks all. Thanks for UoG give me a chance to study here. Thanks for all of my 
teachers. Thanks my friends and all the people who helped me. Thanks for my 
supervisor. At last, thanks for myself. Thanks Glasgow!

 
Yutong Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
I chose education as my major because I have always believed that education 
is the foundation of a country. With the rapid development of economy, the level 
of education cannot be ignored. I am eager to do my best for the development 
of education so that more children have the opportunity to receive a good 
education.

Best Moment
Every moment in Glasgow is to be remembered and cherished. What impressed 
me most was the first time I came to the main Building for class. Standing on 
the platform, looking around the buildings, I felt like I was in a Harry Potter 
movie.

Thank You Message
I am grateful to my parents for giving me the opportunity to study in the UK, to 
the mentors, classmates and friends I have met here, and to the friendly people 
I have met in this city. This year, I grew up quickly because I was far away from 
home. I learned to enjoy loneliness and communicate with others well. Finally, 
I would like very much to thank my supervisor - Dr. Nuala Broderick, who is 
always careful and patient to offer valuable suggestions when I don’t know how 
to improve my dissertation. I hope I can be a teacher like her in the future.



 
Pan Zhao
China

Future Aspirations
I want to be a teacher in my home country.

Best Moment
I arrived in Glasgow on June 12, 2019. I’m sure this date will be memorized 
in my whole life, because I experienced and learned a lot from that day. I 
have to admit that the kindness and warmth of citizens in Glasgow impressed 
me greatly. In my early stage of arriving Glasgow, once I standing in a cross 
checked the Google Map to get a pharmacy, a senior came up to me and asked 
if I need help. I appreciated his help make me feel warm when I were new to a 
foreign and strange city. Besides, I surprisingly found that almost every people I 
passed on the street would give me a gentle smile

Thank You Message
When I began to attend my classes and did my project, professors who taught 
me sincerely answered my each questions in academic and gave me a hand 
whenever I needed. I love these responsible and knowledgeable teachers!
 
I have no idea when I can go back there, but I know I will always miss it. Thanks 
to my mother school University of Glasgow and the city I lived once brought me 
these much wonderful memory, and let me know how warm human can be, and 
how beautiful the nature is.

 
Yuan Zhao
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can make use of the knowledge which I have studied in UofG to 
become a good teacher!

Best Moment
There are so many best moments in UofG! But the best moment should be the 
first time I attended a class in the main building! I really love our magical school有

Thank You Message
This is a wonderful, unforgettable, and fantastic year that I will always 
remember. Many thanks to the UofG and all teachers and staff in the school 
of education!  Really really love u and miss u, my University of Glasgow! 
Congratulations and best wishes to all graduates of UofG! Hope we can meet 
again!

 
Ziqing Zhao
China

Future Aspirations
I still could remember one of my teachers told me that, even it’s not the 
education system you expect, you are here now and you can change it one day. 
Hope I can be the changer and do my best for my country.

Best Moment
One evening after school, I stood in front of the school gate, and I saw an 
incredibly beautiful sunset. The peace and relaxation of that moment is 
something I will never forget.

Thank You Message
Thanks to all the friends and all the teachers that I have met. Especially my 
friend Wan Yuan and Professor Phillips. You guys make my life in UofG 
excellent. 



 
Qinhui Zheng
China

Future Aspirations
I hope to earn a PhD and be a person who has the ability to help others! In 
addition, I also hope that in the future I can be the light that illuminates other 
women’s ways and promotes social justice.

Best Moment
I had three of the best times in Glasgow. First, play, study and taste delicious 
food with my friends. Second, getting good grades, which meant my efforts 
were rewarded.Third, walk around the campus alone and enjoy the beautiful 
views

Thank You Message
First of all, I would like to thank all my teachers during this amazing year, 
especially my supervisor, Anne Marie McKay. Secondly, I would like to thank 
my family and friends, who are always there to make sure I am never alone. In 
addition, I would like to thank my idol Yuzuru Hanyu for giving me the courage 
to face the difficulties. Finally, I would like to thank myself and hope that I will 
continue to strive for my dreams in the future!

 
Yangyang Zheng
China

Best Moment
The most unforgettable and precious memory here in the University of Glasgow 
was that I met three very very knowledgable and excellent teachers who 
influenced me a lot. They gave me confidence and motivation, and also let me 
see the shiny beauty here. May everyone who has given me sunshine be safe 
and happy forever!

Thank You Message
Thank you so much to Robert Doherty, you can answer our questions with 
high efficiency every time. Your professionalism and optimism have had great 
influences on me! 
Thank you so much to Bastian Struve, you are very knowledgeable and you are 
the most interesting teacher I have ever met here. I really enjoy your class time, 
thank you so much and hope you all good!



 
Yingying Zhong
China

Future Aspirations
When we are philosophising how education helps us ascend to a higher social 
status, we seem to be oblivious to a large portion of people who are deprived of 
the rights to have basic and higher education. I would like to devote myself to 
my country’s basic education to help more students to have social mobility and 
realize their dreams.

Best Moment
Studied with world-class professors and people from all over the world, I have 
not only enriched my life but also made a lot of true friends. Besides, I have 
traveled all over the United Kingdom. The beautiful sceneries of Westminster, 
Windsor palace, the river Thames and the Highlands will never fade-away. 
However, the most fantastic architecture I have ever seen is the main building of 
Glasgow. I always dreamt to receive the letter from Hogwarts. My dream finally 
came true when I received the offer from UoG!

Thank You Message
There are so many people I appreciate, my supervisor Simon, my friends Cici, 
Sum Hi, my parents who payed for my tuition and living costs. And I wish to 
thank Dr. Robert who is very warm-hearted and a humorous guy and Sabine, 
the manager. All of them help me complete my degree! Last but not least, I am 
grateful to my boyfriend, Leo, who accompanied me to get through a tough time 
and always supports me.

 
Siyu Zhou
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can be a kind, warm, upright, helpful and grateful person in the future. 
Although I don’t know what my future is like, I feel it is bright. Hope remain true 
to our original aspiration.

Best Moment
It’s not the events that make the best moment, it’s the people around you at that 
moment. So I think it’s the best moment to have friends and lovers with me.

Thank You Message
Thank you for all the warm people I met in Soctland. People make Glasgow.

 
Yaqi Zhou
China

Future Aspirations
Applying PhD program about art and design education.

Best Moment
My best friends came to see me in Glasgow at Christmas.

Thank You Message
I want to thank my supervisor Humera Qazi and one of my teacher Dr Robert 
Doherty, who helped me a lot during writing my thesis.



 
Siwei Zhou
China

Future Aspirations
I hope to be a sucessful educator. 

Best Moment
EVERY moment in Scotland. 

Thank You Message
A big thank you to all the professors and my supervisor. I will not be able to 
complete the study without your help. And you made me the best memories of 
that period. Also I would like to say thank you to Scotland that it’s an amazing 
place with its friendly and lovely people, I love Scotland soooo much. 

 
Xiaoli Zhou
China

Future Aspirations
After graduating, I plan to continue to learn about education and receive 
professional training and education.

Best Moment
Study quietly with everyone in the library;
Strolling on campus;
Looking at the sky through the window in a daze;
Stay up late to catch the deadline, etc.

Thank You Message
Thank the school for providing such a professional curriculum design and 
teaching philosophy; thank the school for its help and support; thank the school 
for creating such a beautiful campus.

 
Jingwen Zhu
China

Future Aspirations
Working in an internal business. 

Best Moment
Receiving my results and getting the merit classification.

Thank You Message
Thank you for my parents to support my study. And thank you for all my 
professors who provide me with knowledge and support me to finish my paper. 



 
Ting LIU
China

Future Aspirations
I wish that someday I would become a well-known teacher in China. All my 
students are excellent in their fields.

Best Moment
Studying at the University of Glasgow is the best time of my life. I cherish every 
moment spent at the University, especially when we writing the essay in the 
library and having a discussion with classmates.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my mom who supported me to finish my study. I would 
also give my thanks to all my classmates and friends who accompanied me 
through the most difficult times.

 
Yajie Xiong
China

Future Aspirations
I want to be a strong and powerful woman who not only has personal 
achievements but also benefit to the others and the world.
I want to always keep my good features and correct weakness.
I may still work in the educational field, or, choose other fields. I may stay in 
China, or other places. 
But it does not matter, the most important thing is to keep learning new things. 
If I want to become worldly, I should save my time to enjoy interesting things. 
I hope my life depends on my personal choices rather than the stress from 
others. 
These beliefs will be throughout my life.

Best Moment
It was the first time that I went abroad. I will never forget this experience.
The study time went so quickly and I felt so excited when I was admitted to the 
University of Glasgow. 
The beautiful scenery and people here open my mind.
I became more and more confident through communications and experiences 
with people from diverse backgrounds and races.
Thanks for these experiences, I believe I can handle and solve problems. 

Thank You Message
Thank you, Glasgow, you gave me such memorable experiences.
Thank you, the University of Glasgow, you supported me to become a learner, 
an achiever and a master. 
Thanks for the goodness and kindness of the people who live here.
I will always miss you.
And one day, I will come back. 



 
Guolei Zhu
China

Future Aspirations
I wish to be an English teacher in China. Using the knowledge I learned at UofG 
to perfect my teaching is what I will be going to do in the future. 

Best Moment
The best moment of mine must be the moment when the main building, the 
tower came into my eyes for the first time. I remembered clearly I was touched 
deeply in my heart by something connected with time and history that morning. 
How magnificent this university is! I had never seen such a historic educational 
building before. It must be full of history and stories of studying and learning. 
How lucky I am that I was admitted by UofG! Every time I recalled that moment, 
my heart was full of joy.

Thank You Message
I want to thank my parents first, for they supported me when I quit my high-
paying job to pursue my further education. Then I want to express my gratitude 
to everyone I met at UofG. They all showed their kindness to me, making me 
feel safe and comfortable in life as well as in learning. Without them, it would 
be much harder for me to graduate and to be a better myself today. Thank you, 
guys!



Dear all, 

It has been a pleasure to work and learn 
with you over the past year! 

This was, no doubt, a particularly challenging year and you 
have demonstrated strength and commitment to what you 
had set to do – complete your degree, but you have also 
shown a strong commitment to Inclusive Education. COVID19 
got in the way of our 2019-2020 learning, teaching and life 
in general but each of you has found ways to overcome the 
challenges and to access, to participate and to succeed! 
I am really proud of what you have achieved, and I wish 
you all the best for your future! And always remember: your 
actions as educators can change the lives of others!

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION: RESEARCH, POLICY & 
PRACTICE MED/ PGDIP/PGCERT

Dr Ines Alves 



 
Areti Drosou
Greece

Future Aspirations
I would like to work with children in different countries and get to know 
educational systems that will give me the opportunity to develop as a teacher. It 
is my dream as a teacher to help and support children.I would also like to work 
in the future with international educational organizations that support with their 
work the educational system and rights of children. 

Best Moment
The moments I enjoyed the most were with my classmates during the courses 
of the program. We exchanged views, experiences and knowledge and I had 
the opportunity to discover different perspectives of the educational process. 
We discussed issues of education and analyzed important theories through 
different cultures but with the common goal of learning about inclusive 
education. I had the opportunity to discuss and learn from academics with 
significant experience who broadened my horizons. During my master’s 
years I met the best people who are still my friends and we shared the best 
experiences

Thank You Message
It is important to thank my professors who organized interactive lessons and 
supported the concept of inclusive education, by applying it in practice. 

 
ELEFTHERIA 
KOUTROUFINI
Greece

Future Aspirations
Having obtained my postgraduate degree in Inclusive Education from the 
University of Glasgow, I expanded my horizons concerning the needs of each 
child. The specific program helped me to develop my aspirations in order 
to support a diverse learning environment and meet all students’ needs, 
regardless of their differences.

Best Moment
I am extremely grateful because I had the opportunity to meet new friends who 
stood by me as a family and we had great moments during this year. Moreover, 
the professors were more than supportive, willing to assist me and made me 
more confident by offering their useful advice and recommendations.

Thank You Message
I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to my professors who 
made me think more holistically in order to contribute to children’s development 
in meaningful ways. Thank you for inspiring me to follow this field of education 
and be a reliable teacher by giving all children equitable opportunities in 
education. You made me realise that this is the job of my dreams!



Jonathan Raja Ihutan 
Siahaan
Indonesia

Future Aspirations
My future aspiration is to become an inspiring teacher that hopefully would be 
able to change the world from his tiny classroom. I would like to be someone 
who my students remember as a good example that they can look up to. 
In addition to that, I want to become an expert in inclusive education who 
completed with not only knowledge but also experience. I hope with those I 
could then inspire the other teachers to have an excellent approach to teaching. 
For the very long run, when these initial aspirations have been achieved, I would 
like to pursue a PhD.

Best Moment
One of the best moments was the course. I love every second of my time at 
Glasgow University. I have learned a lot and challenged to my limit. I wouldn’t 
forget that I was a part of the fantastic three of Inclusive Education full-time 
students of 2019/2020. Every day of my life in Glasgow has been very special, 
all of the routines and walks to Kelvingrove park that simply made me feel 
home. The nature of Scotland, in general, is fantastic and breathtaking. I 
definitely would be back for them. And of course, all the friends for life I made 
and the crazy night outs with my Frisbee guys!

Thank You Message
I would first like to thank God without whom this opportunity wouldn’t have been 
possible. I would like to thank my parents and my sisters who have always been 
there for me from the beginning. Especially my dad who is now in heaven, I 
made it dad. Also to all my lecturers Ines Alves, Margaret Sutherland, Margaret 
McCulloch, Susie Marshall, and Queralt Capsada-Munsech for making the 
study quite a challenge and a journey for me. For my classmates, Eleftheria and 
Areti, thank you for the great adventure we had. Not to forget, thanking Frances 
Docherty for the help with my student ambassador role.



On behalf of the IMAESC Consortium we 
want to congratulate you on your hard 
work, perseverance, and achievements 
throughout this demanding two-year joint 
master’s degree.  

We started this journey together in September 2018 at the 
University of Glasgow and you spent semesters studying in 
Malta (University of Malta) and Estonia (Tallinn University), 
also taking online courses with the Open University of 
Cyprus. Some of you spent time at the Universiti Sains 
Malaysia in the Summer of 2019 learning about sustainability 
and peace studies and enjoying delicious Malaysian food! 

We recognise your hard work - studying, reading, writing, 
and conducting independent research.  Not all master’s 
degrees require you to move every semester, navigating 
visa regulations, finding accommodation and settling into 
a new country. In the fourth semester we had to deal with 
the impact of Covid-19 and this limited our movement 
dramatically and changed how we connected.   With your 
determination, perseverance and hard work you have all 
finished your dissertations and became IMAESC Graduates. 
Many congratulations to you all once again!

Finally, we recognise your achievements, both individually 
and collectively.  Everyone who started the programme in 
2018 finished the programme and is graduating!! This is a 
significant individual achievement.  Well done!  You have all 
contributed to each other’s journeys, learning experiences 
and wisdom. We have full confidence that you will embed a 
commitment to social justice in all your future work.

It has been a pleasure being on this journey with you.  This is, 
however, the beginning of a new relationship, not an ending.  
As IMAESC alumni we have plans for you!

In solidarity,
The IMAESC Consortium

INTERNATIONAL MASTER IN ADULT EDUCATION 
FOR SOCIAL CHANGE (ERASMUS MUNDUS JOINT 
MASTER DEGREE)

Professor Bonnie Slade 
(Programme Leader),  
Maria Cid Castilla (Erasmus 
Mundus Coordinator)

IMAESC Consortium: (Prof. Carmel Borg 
(University of Malta), Dr. Maria Gravani 
(Open University of Cyprus), Prof. Peter 
Mayo (University of Malta), Prof. Bonnie 
Slade (University of Glasgow), and Prof. 
Larissa Jogi (Tallinn University., Maria Cid 
Castilla (University of Glasgow)



 
Anyela Gómez 
Deantonio
Colombia

Future Aspirations
I aspire to keep building a career where I can engage in addressing social 
inequalities and promoting mental health while learning from colleagues, 
communities, and the population I will work with. I aim to involve both in local 
and international contexts and to enhance my academic profile. Some of my 
academic goals include publishing academic papers, undertaking another 
master programme either in family counselling or clinical psychology, and a 
PhD. in social sciences.

Best Moment
My best moments were definitely all the opportunities this programme gave me 
to become friends and learn from the background and lives of my 24 friends 
from around the world. Living, studying and (in some cases) working in 4 
different countries was a transformative experience that challenged the very 
core of my beliefs, attitudes and life.

Thank You Message
I thank God for having opened these doors for me. I am grateful for the people 
that walked with me before, throughout and at the end of this process. Some 
of them left, and some still remain, but I will keep them all and what they left 
in my heart. Thank you to the IMAESC Consortium for trusting me when they 
decided to sponsor me, and to all of those who in one way or another became 
educators, family and friends along the way. 

 
Kate Greenwood
UK

Future Aspirations
Wow, what a question! First and foremost, quite simply, I hope to be happy 
and healthy. I hope that I’m able to find a job that I’m passionate about and that 
pays reasonably well too! I hope that I continue to learn and grow as a person; 
that I’m open and curious about life and learning. Right now a lot of things are 
uncertain, but I hope that my life and work will be aimed toward social justice 
causes in whatever form that may be in the future.

Best Moment
There are so many moments to choose from! Ultimately, getting to know and 
love my IMEASC family over the last two years has been the best experience. 
Learning from them and being supported and challenged by them has taught 
me more about myself and who I hope to be, and all the while having a good 
laugh! What’s more, the opportunities I’ve had to travel and discover other 
countries and cultures has been a blessing: from exploring parts of rural 
Scotland to saunas and snow falling on outside Jacuzzis in Tallinn, to diving in 
Malta and gorging on food in Malaysia – to name but a few.

Thank You Message
Firstly, thank you to all the professors, teaching staff and administrative staff on 
the course that made this experience truly unique. Thanks Bonnie for being the 
best. I’m grateful to my dad and my friend Margaret, who always believed in 
me and helped shape my interest in social justice and education: I wish I could 
have shared this experience with you. Finally, to my beautiful IMAESC family: 
this experience was everything because of you. I love you and can’t wait to 
meet up with you all across the world. <3



 
Jue Gu
China

Future Aspirations
I’ll dedicate myself to contribute to make a better world. 

Best Moment
I love our IMAESC family. From this group, I received a lot of love, which 
warmed me a lot in the past two years and will continue giving me strength to 
go on in the rest of my life. I’ve never met such a lovely group ever. Everyone is 
so great. Thank you, my IMAESC family. Love you guys, always. 

Thank You Message
As an introverted person, I didn’t talk to or contact our professors that much, 
but I never felt any distance from them. They were always there for us, kind, 
considerate, and approachable. I want to say thank you to all the professors 
and lecturers in this program for all the help they offered me. 

 
Richard Kumi
Estonia

Future Aspirations
I plan to volunteer and work with NGOs engaged in the fight against social 
injustices especially in the area of gender, feminism, and LGBTQ advocacy. 
In addition, I seek to learn more about critical research and improve on my 
facilitation and teaching skills as I take on community outreach and research 
roles  In the distant future, I would do my Ph.D. and work both as a social 
change expert and a lecturer in the field of adult education.

Best Moment
I will always recall the wonderful moments I shared with my IMAESC friends, 
especially secret Santa and thanksgiving gatherings, the cold Guy Fawkes 
Night at Glasgow green and the lovely walks I used to take on the University 
campus while sighting squirrels in Kelvingrove park on my way to and from 
lectures. And of course, I can never forget Christmas in Glasgow which will 
forever be one of the best Christmases ever. Memories of the beautifully lit 
George Square and dinner with friends always give me warm fuzzies. Oh! how I 
miss my friends and the beauty and magnificence of Glasgow University.

Thank You Message
A big thank you to the European Commission for sponsoring the beautiful 
IMAESC program which afforded me the opportunity to share unforgettable 
memories with my friends: Solace-Rose, Katya, Anyela, Milton-Resendiz, 
Abigail, Karolina, Christina, Maricarmen, Anya, Thu, Ngoc, Aphrodite, Miranda, 
Molly, Bouna, Kate, Jordan, Anna, Jue, Kathrin, Zak, Meerim, Rida, and Leyla. I 
also owe a debt of gratitude to the teaching and non-teaching staff of Glasgow 
University for their great work and dedication exhibited during my time there, 
especially Prof. Bonnie Slade!



 
Rida Nasir
Pakistan

Future Aspirations
I am passionate to work with higher education institutes in order to focus on 
curriculum development and critical pedagogy. I am also excited to launch my 
own online space to start a conversation on mindfulness and how this reflective 
practice can induce empathy and tolerance among people. 

Best Moment
The amazing group of friends that I made through IMAESC is something that 
I will forever be grateful for. I loved the chilly morning walks that would carry 
whiffs of chocolate and hazelnut in the air as we would gravitate towards 
steaming cups of hot chocolate. The surrounding trees and their melancholic 
change of colours all added to the aura of Glasgow-something that I loved 
experiencing at the Necropolis.

Thank You Message
Thank you to the amazing Professor Slade for being her lovely warm and 
supportive self from day one! She made life and settling in Glasgow so much 
easier. I cannot imagine IMAESC without her! And thank you to every single 
person who makes up the IMAESC team- it would not have been possible 
without you.

 
Solace-Rose Quartey
Ghana

Future Aspirations
The future for me is an endless road of fortune and possibilities, endless 
opportunities to use my voice to champion the cause of positive social change 
on behalf of those who have been silenced and kept on the margins for far too 
long. I aim to explore and learn, rise and fall, thrive and fail and to love and to 
laugh so hard that I fall off my chair. 

Best Moment
The highlight of the IMAESC program for me was the lifelong connections that 
were formed. I was reminded that family is not only by blood, but also those you 
share similar dreams and aspirations with on your mission to change the world. 
I found friendship in my IMAESC family but most importantly reconnected with 
ME!

Thank You Message
To everyone who contributed to this journey. To my parents and siblings for 
their unflinching support. To Program leader Prof. Bonnie Slade, for not only 
being a guiding light, but also a friend when I needed it the most.  To my 
course-mates, my IMAESC family, I wouldn’t change a thing. I’m happy I met 
every one of you. Thank You 



 
Leyla Rahimli
Azerbaijan

Future Aspirations
I aspire to lay a path for future generations to follow and prosper.  I will make a 
living from something I love and never stop learning. 

Best Moment
It’s difficult to choose any specific moment. I remember all my days during the 
studies fulfilling, joyful and happy. 
But the first day in Glasgow one of the best, lots of fun, new environment, new 
acquaintances, excitement and enjoyable. And the weather was super nice :D  

Thank You Message
I am thankful for my teachers, programme coordinators for their contribution 
and guidance. Without their support, I wouldn’t have been reached here.
I am also thankful for my course mates. IMAESC course brought up 25 people 
into my life from all over the world who always stood with their sincere support. I 
can’t thank enough you guys for supporting, helping and being there whenever 
I needed through my academic career. 

 
Milton Resendiz Vera
Mexico

Future Aspirations
Of, future aspirations? I’m relieved I’ve survived the year 2020 so far. The future 
looks dark on all fronts. But hey, I think it’s always been a little dark and life’s 
always been a bit grim. Never complete darkness, but never absolute light. 
Always somewhere between dark and light gray. My future aspirations are to 
get out there and make life brighter for whom I meet; to add some color to their 
gray and together make light of the shade; to teach that it will always be all right 
in the end and that if it’s not all right, it simply means it’s not the end.

Best Moment
For a time, I was swept up in fitting in. Trying to share ideas through means 
that weren’t mine, clinging to those that cared for me, but weren’t good for me, 
and shaving the edge off my perspectives to sweeten my words. A nauseating 
wholesomeness overcame me, and I was eating and spouting sugar by the kilo. 
My best moment came when I realized that to be genuine, I needed to sacrifice 
all that cotton candy fluff. Only then did I find my place in a family of strange, 
international, and varied spices of people. Now, I accept my own blend of self 
and have kindred souls who do as well.

Thank You Message
Thank you, mom and dad. You’ve inspired me beyond your means, as humble 
as they were. I’ll take it from here, so please rest easy. Thank you family, 
because I carry your lessons with me, both good and bad. Thank you IMAESC 
community, for the sincere love you’ve had for good and human values. Thank 
you, UofG, UoM, TU, and OUC, for the quality education you offered me. Thank 
you, Succulent Squad, for giving my heart a home. And YOU, yes, you know 
who you are! Thank you for being the pillow where I’m completely at rest. I’ll 
work hard and make all of you proud.



Maricarmen Rodriguez 
Guillen
Mexico

Future Aspirations
I am thinking big! I want to work at the UNESCO and contribute to their labour 
in the adult education field. I aim to help my country to improve its academic 
levels and motivation to foster lifelong learning practices.  I also want to keep 
learning Estonian and adopt more dogs!

Best Moment
I want to thank my parents for always being there every time I would celebrate, 
stress out, or cry during this learning process. Thanks for listening to me when 
feeling homesick and thanks for reminding me of my dreams. Los amo Rosalina 
y Eduardo. Thanks to Bonnie and all the IMAESC team who guided us at every 
step and always with the best attitude. Thanks to all my IMAESC family because 
they made this journey much more enjoyable; I love you so much guys and I 
know we will meet again to keep sharing our cultures. Harry Potter friends, we 
did!

Thank You Message
The Hogwarts castle! I absolutely love this university and it was a dream to 
walk its paths and take hot chocolate in its cloisters. That was the best part of 
studying in Glasgow for sure. Apart from that, one of the best things was to live 
in such a charming city that seems to be taken out of a fairy tale thanks to its old 
buildings and kind people. 

Ruth Christina Roy
Bangladesh

Future Aspirations
I aspire to be an academic in the field of adult education and social change. 
I believe that adult education has unlimited power to influence positive 
transformation in the society.

Best Moment
I enjoyed every single moment at UofG. From the orientation week to the last 
meeting with my supervisor, I learned a lot, made new friends and explored 
different sides of life. However, our self-planned graduation photoshoot with my 
classmates was the best moment for me. We were super proud and satisfied to 
make it till the end.

Thank You Message
Thank you UofG for all the awesome memories and experiences. Thanks to my 
classmates who were there by my side through thick and thin. I am so glad to 
get the chance to call UofG my other home and IMAESC my other family. Love 
you all 💖💖



 
Meerim Rysbek kyzy
Georgia

Future Aspirations
After this two-year-long journey along with its challenges and lessons for 
personal transformation, I am now confident more than ever that change starts 
within myself and only then can I help others change. As a citizen of a poor 
country, it was hard for me to imagine that one day I would be graduating from 
four European universities at once and completing my graduate studies with 
Distinction. Wiping the tears pouring out of my eyes, I look forward to more 
challenges and pursue positive change wherever I am. 

Best Moment
I will never forget and miss our IMAESC parties, adventurous trips to Gozo, 
Rome, St.Petersburg, Riga, and Morocco. It was amazing getting to know my 
friends outside the classroom. 

Thank You Message
I am sending lots of love and endless appreciation to those who selected 
me for the programme and believed in me. I love all my professors, mentors, 
colleagues, and thank you all for being so supportive and amazing. I hope we 
will stay in touch no matter wherever we are and keep on changing the world 
around us. 

 
Katya Sorto Merino
El Salvador

Future Aspirations
I would love to start my PhD in education and its intersection with elder adults 
and immigration. My most immediate aspiration, however, is to land a job 
amidst post-pandemic times which enables me to work towards my long-term 
goal to promote adult education as a mechanism to improve the quality of life 
of elder adults and return migrants in my home country, El Salvador. I hope 
to keep growing personally and learning about the fields of adult education, 
migration and ageing population.

Best Moment
As an international student, the most amazing part of studying at the UoG and 
beautiful Glasgow has been having the opportunity to meet people from all over 
the world and learn about their culture. I especially enjoyed interacting with my 
24 IMAESC fellows who nurtured a feeling of community and friendship since 
day one! The wonderful landscapes of Scotland, its architecture, its cultural 
events and above all, the warmth of its people who welcome foreign students 
and tourist honouring the city’s slogan “People make Glasgow” has made my 
experience in UoG truly memorable!

Thank You Message
Completing my Masters has been a teamwork effort, and my eternal gratitude 
goes to my team: My family! Thank you Mom & Dad, Grannie, Roberto and 
Patty for believing in me and supporting me all the way! I would like to thank 
Professor Bonnie Slade, her team and the IMAESC Consortium for designing 
and implementing such an innovative Masters programme as IMAESC which 
brings education to the forefront as a tool to impact communities and address 
social inequalities.



 
Boonrana Vivatananukul
Thailand

Future Aspirations
To plant a tree, hopefully, it will be taller than me :)

Best Moment
Dancing with the university’s drag queens!

Thank You Message
I love the university’s Harry Potter vibe that made my experience there so 
magical. Though it was so cold there, Glaswegians and my classmates warmed 
my heart :) Thank you, everyone!

 
Karolina Zamora Peralta
Costa Rica

Future Aspirations
I aspire to put into action what I learned in this program by continue working 
as an adult educator; as a facilitator that may provide meaningful, enriching, 
challenging, and enjoyable experiences. I seek to support the community, 
wherever that may be. Indeed, I hope to one day undertake another higher 
education experience to continue on this life-learning journey.  

Best Moment
I most dearly recall the people of Glasgow and the many people I met along 
the way from so many different places, backgrounds, and interests. The people 
of Glasgow were kindly welcoming, very sympathetic, I enjoyed my street 
chats a lot, especially with the elderly. Also, traveling around and discovering 
new places tends to be magical and nurturing. Breath-taking sceneries, such 
as Scotland’s, I feel are invigorating. Finally, the learning experience and the 
knowledge acquired, vastly through an intentional curriculum, in the classroom, 
and in the placements, was a life-changing enjoyment.

Thank You Message
I want to warmly thank all the people that made this amazing experience 
possible: every single professor, lecturer, teacher assistant, administrative staff 
at every location; and, especially Mia and Larissa for their exceptional kind 
guidance; and, Bonnie for giving us heart-warming dedication and leadership. 
Last and most importantly, I want to thank each one of my classmates for 
their contributions, the exchange of knowledge, experiences, and the lessons 
learned together, are all imprinted within me. Thank you for passionately 
sharing your energies, hearts, and minds. Let our hearts lead.



Sincere congratulations to everyone!  

Your hard work and dedication have paid off, you have 
demonstrated that you have met the Standard for Headship 
and achieved the Into Headship qualification.  You are 
Scotland’s future educational leaders and I wish you the very 
best of luck in your ongoing professional journey.  

INTO HEADSHIP PGCERT

Dr Julie Harvie



Congratulations and well done to those 
receiving their PgCert in Middle Leadership 
and Management in Schools.    

Combining academic study with a demanding teaching role 
is a challenge under normal circumstances, however I will 
particularly remember the class of 2020 for the conscientious 
way you all adapted to exceptional circumstances and 
continued to give your best efforts whilst addressing multiple 
additional demands in your professional and personal lives.  
Well done!  

Please accept my warmest congratulations as you receive 
your award, I enjoyed working with you and wish you 
fulfilment and success on your leadership journey.

MIDDLE LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT IN 
SCHOOLS PGCERT

Kathleen Kerrigan



To sum up the experience of working 
with the wonderful group of MSc Museum 
Education students in 2019/20, I would say 
it was enlightening, energising and fun!

Our group hailed from all over the world and this brought a 
rich, multicultural flavour to discussions and interactions. We 
shared some fantastic museum and heritage experiences in 
Scotland and a jam-packed itinerary in London when Bethlam 
Museum of the Mind with its cleverly designed exhibit spaces, 
sensitive to the subject of mental health was a standout visit 
for the group. I wish all students a bright and prosperous 
future planning and programming exciting, stimulating 
learning experiences in their workplace destinations in the 
future. Blaize a trail in the world of museum learning and 
make that difference that I know you’re capable of!

MUSEUM EDUCATION MSC

Dr Maggie Jago



 
Chiara Beccone
Italy

Future Aspirations
My aspiration for the future is to find a job related to my studies in these difficult 
times.

Best Moment
My travels around Scotland and my class trip to London were the most 
interesting moments of my stay.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank the teacher for the opportunity of joining a prestigious 
university and the managers and curators of McLean Museum and Art Gallery in 
Greenock who helped me with my placement. 

 
Kirsty Bond
Scotland

Future Aspirations
My aspiration is to apply my knowledge and experience in a job that allows me 
to inspire people to take an interest in the sciences. As an educator, I want to 
show people that science is fun - and should be accessible to everyone.

Best Moment
Highlights of the past year on the MSc definitely include meeting everyone on 
my course. I have made some wonderful friends who I hope will stick around 
for life! Additionally the field trips and opportunities to visit different museums, 
and get insider access to their organisation and programming, were hugely 
beneficial and always lots of fun.

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my amazing friends, who have supported me throughout 
this course. I honestly could not have gotten through the tough times without 
you. We’ve had a most unusual year, and I’m so glad we’ve kept in touch and 
supported one another through it all. To better times and more museum visits in 
the future!

 
Tingting Chen
China

Future Aspirations
This year, there are still many things too late to do. I missed my graduation 
ceremony, did not have time to see Glasgow carefully, and did not have time to 
hug my classmates and tutors in the last class. I hope I can still meet you in the 
near future. If there is a graduation ceremony, it would be great!
I hope everything will get better in the future, and every student in our class can 
find a job smoothly. I hope we can become excellent museum educators and 
bring a different kind of education to museums!

Best Moment
When I first stepped into the University of Glasgow, I was shocked by this 
beautiful building. I feel so excited and happy to go to school in such an old 
castle.

Thank You Message
I may be one of the most ordinary students of the University of Glasgow in 
more than 600 years of history, but the University of Glasgow has given me the 
most memorable research career. Thank you, every Glasgow staff, teacher and 
classmate.



 
Kimberly Pugh
USA

Future Aspirations
I look forward to utilizing my knowledge and perspective to help bring 
nontraditional eduction opportunities to learners of all ages, abilities and 
backgrounds. I want to continually seek innovation and bring a sense 
playfulness to learning in museums, zoos and other heritage sites.

Best Moment
Exploring museums with classmates, discussing education theory and activities. 
Testing out the enrichment in cultural heritage sites, judging interpretive texts 
and playing dress up.

Thank You Message
I want the thank my friends and family that encouraged and supported my move 
and the new friends I made in Glasgow that helped me get the most out of the 
programme and experience.

 
Kimberley Turford
UK

Future Aspirations
I want to make cultural heritage a more inclusive and accessible place for 
people to learn about ourselves and others. 

Best Moment
Getting to travel to some incredible museums and explore them with my friends 

Thank You Message
I’d like to say thank you to my friends for making me laugh and supporting each 
other through the course. 



If you can cope with the horror of a video 
message from me then feel free to do so 
here youtu.be/OuTCnnW10Fg

If you can’t, and that’s very wise of you, here’s a written, 
less disturbing, alternative. There has never been a more 
challenging year for teachers in the whole of my teaching 
experience. On top of that, you had to choose that year to do 
a masters! Many of you even offered support to our PGDE 
cohort, which is quite remarkable. Others were involved in 
research to improve how we shape and use written feedback. 
It is hard to put into words how proud I am of all of you. It 
has been a privilege to work with you and I wish you every 
success personally and professionally. Sniff! Sniff!

Willie McGuire
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE WITH PGDE MED

Willie McGuire



 
Fiona Drummond
Scotland

Future Aspirations
To become a pastoral care teacher in Glasgow, and continue to make a 
difference to children’s lives. 

Thank You Message
Thank you so much to Willie McGuire and Anne O’Reilly for all your help and 
support during my MEd. Also, thank you to Aileen Sherry for all her help and 
support during my PGDE year and beyond. 

 
Victor Marbach
UK

Future Aspirations
Becoming the  next GFT: Great French Teacher!

Best Moment
Being able to attain a Merit in my Master of Education whilst fully qualifying as a 
teacher.

Thank You Message
I am thankful to every person I met who helped me to achieve the best of my 
study.

 
Joanne Stewart
UK

Future Aspirations
To combine my new career in maths teaching with my previous one in yoga 
teaching.  To hopefully introduce my students to the wonderful world of 
mathematics as well as the art of being happy!

Best Moment
Pressing send on my dissertation

Thank You Message
A huge thank you to Stacey Greenlay, my dissertation supervisor.  For 
continually encouraging me even when I was being a bit useless!!!



“Congratulations!
Today is your day.
You’re off to great places! 
You’re off and away!”

Many congratulations on graduating from the MSc 
Psychological Studies Programme!  We are especially proud 
of you for completing your course during this difficult time.

We know it has been a tough year with unprecedented 
challenges, but your tenacity and resilience has shone 
through.  You have worked together, supporting each other 
through the highs and lows of the course and found plenty of 
time for coffee catchups in person, and on Zoom.

We hope you reflect positively on your time with us. We have 
enjoyed teaching and learning with you.  And remember that 
you remain #TeamUofG.

“You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself 
any direction you choose.”
Dr Seuss

We are excited to hear about all ‘the places you’ll go’, so 
please keep in touch and let us know what you are doing and 
how you are making the world a better place.

Sending you all our very best wishes

Yvonne and the programme team

PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES (CONVERSION) MSC

Dr Yvonne Skipper



 
Eden Daniel
UK

Future Aspirations
To continue to broaden my horizons and better myself! 

Best Moment
Handing in my dissertation and receiving my final set of results!

Thank You Message
Thank you to everyone who assisted me in earning this degree!

 
Aditi Gupta
India

Future Aspirations
I aim to be an Organisational Psychologist one day.

Best Moment
My best moments at UofG were at my student residence where I met some 
really amazing people. 

Thank You Message
Thank you, 2020! You taught me resilience. You taught me empathy. And most 
importantly, you taught me Zoom.

 
Claire Hefferon
UK

Future Aspirations
I aspire to combine my prior experience as a primary school teacher and my 
newfound knowledge in the field of psychology in pursuing a career path in 
Educational Psychology. I also look forward to working with families, children, 
schools, and multidisciplinary teams in developing educational programs that 
both enhance the learning process and holistically support all children.

Best Moment
My best moments this year included making new friends from all over the world. 
We supported and motivated each other through late nights in the library and 
exam season. This year would not have been possible without their ongoing 
support. I look forward to planning trips and celebrating our well-earned 
graduation together in due course. My best moments also included embracing 
the Scottish culture and exploring the beautiful country of Scotland this year!

Thank You Message
I wish to show my deepest gratitude to all staff in the School of Psychology 
and the School of Education. I thoroughly enjoyed attending and participating 
in lectures and tutorials organised by both schools. I would also like to thank 
Heather Cleland Woods, Holly Scott and Wilhelmiina Toivo for the invaluable 
guidance and constructive support given to me while undertaking my 
independent research project.



 
Tabea Künne
Germany

Future Aspirations
I strive to pursue my individual and potentially unusual path personally and 
professionally for that I may grow and benefit others. Combining practical 
experiences and knowledge of the past, e.g. my background in inclusive 
education, with newfound enthusiasm for research. I would love to deepen 
my understanding and skillset. But most importantly, I want to learn more and 
bring knowledge and ideas back to Germany in order to improve the situation 
for autistic people and, in particular, children. Also, a PhD really does tickle my 
fancy!

Best Moment
This is difficult to say as there were so many fantastic moments. What they 
all hold in common are wonderful people whos’ hearts and minds differ from 
mine and through which eyes I learned to see the world in a new light. Those 
moments where I jumped over my shadow and out of my comfort zone, thus 
trying and experiencing something different, something new and unexpected, 
leaving me filled with joy and sparkles. Mostly, there was food, whisky and/or 
music involved :)

Thank You Message
I learned to truely critically analyse and discuss findings not just by myself but 
with others gaining from of all these perspectives. Furthermore, I learned the 
value of participatory research, the necessity to consider individual differences 
& diversity and its’ enrichment to life & society. Something I hold dear.
So, I want to say thank you to the academic staff who led by example, included 
this mindset in their teaching, always happily engaged in conversations at eye 
level when questions came up and pushed us to engage in discussion with one 
another in order to broaden our horizon.

 
Sze Yin Celine Leung
Hong Kong

Future Aspirations
Through studying my Masters degree in UofG, I was exposed to a wide range of 
psychology disciplines and I realised how fascinating that psychology can be. 
This has firmed my goals to pursue a future career in psychology related fields.  
I hope after this year I am one step closer to realising my goals and potential.

Best Moment
This year was full of trials and tribulations. Yet, I was so blessed to get through 
all of this with the support from my friends and family. I had a lot of great times 
in Glasgow.  I am grateful to build relationships with people from diverse cultural 
backgrounds through different social events. I will never forget the vivid and 
picturesque scenery and those amazing museums as well.

Thank You Message
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all lecturers and tutors as well 
as teaching assistants and administrative staff for their invaluable academic 
assistance and support throughout this year. Finally, I hope you are staying 
safe and healthy during this unprecedented and challenging time. Have a great 
Christmas with your loved ones.



 
Ziqian Li
China

Future Aspirations
Always being able to feel the present and explore the unknown world.

Best Moment
The moment that I got my score for my dissertation. I was thrilled. It was worth 
everything!

Thank You Message
Sincerely thanks to my supervisor Steve. Thank you for always listening to me 
and helping me in the moment of need. 
Also many thanks to my friends, especially for Celine, Kaiyee and Lipsa. Thank 
you for always be with me. The days in Glasgow become special because of 
you. 

 
Yan MA
China

Future Aspirations
I don’t have a clear picture of my future, not before I came here and not after I 
graduated from U of G. I am not a DREAM BIG person  and all I have is some 
principles that I hope I can meet. Plus, the pandemic this year also influences 
me in terms of my attitudes towards life. The most important thing I need to 
remind myself all the time is to appreciate everything. The second one is to 
keep open-minded and curious about the world and never stop learning. The 
third is to have the courage to do what I want to do. Life is short and it can only 
be extended by experiencing more.

Best Moment
I LOVE the moments when I was on the road back after workout in gym, 
especially in boxing training, playing my favorite songs and watching beautiful 
sunset. I could even feel joy flowing inside. 
Dissertation was actually a misery for me especially when a day came to an 
end I did almost nothing. However, when the deadline was drawing near, the 
intensity was killing me but in a good way. 
Coming across beautiful views is also a best moment for me. I still remember 
the first time I stepped out my room since lockdown. The flowers bloomed in the 
uni and  I breathed deep and took many pictures.

Thank You Message
I want to thank my parents for giving me such an opportunity. What my mom 
said really moved me, ‘this is your dream and how could I not let you realize it?’. 
I feel grateful for my supervisor Dr Leyla de Amicis. Her passion, big smiles and 
dedication to work really inspired me! 
I also want to thank Ethan Zhou, my boyfriend who I met online during 
lockdown. It was tough times but his companion and encouragement moved 
me forward. 
 need to thank myself also. I had quite a depressing period but I made it! I 
graduated with Distinction, which was really an encouragement for hard work! 



 
Prerna Prabhakaran
UK

Future Aspirations
All I want is to be happy and be surrounded by wonderful funny supportive 
friends and family. I will hopefully be working in a job that has some value to 
society and to continue learning throughout my life.

Best Moment
I loved doing my dissertation and all of the research involved in the process. 
I also loved the feeling, both during my undergrad and masters, of walking 
around such a beautiful, inspiring and powerful University campus and knowing 
that I am one of it’s Alumni.

Thank You Message
Thank you to Aditi for keeping me sane over the year and for my boyfriend and 
Mum for helping pursue my dreams.

 
Priyamvadaa Sharma
India

Future Aspirations
I want to go back to India and work in private practice. Working with people and 
accompanying them on their journeys of healing brings me immense fulfilment.

Best Moment
Most of my best moments spent in Glasgow involved time spent with the friends 
I made here. I met some people that I’m going to stay in touch with for a long, 
long time. Whether it involved getting drunk on Ashton lane, going trekking near 
Loch Lomond, cooking in friends’ kitchens, or annoying my friends while they 
tried to study in the library, I will always treasure the moments I spent building 
memories with my friends in Glasgow.

Thank You Message
I have immense gratitude for all my professors and our University for this entire 
opportunity that ultimately lead to my personal growth. I could not have asked 
for better guidance and support throughout my degree.

 
Pearly Srivastava
India

Future Aspirations
My future aspiration is to join or start an organization to help people who lack or 
can’t afford mental health and mental wellbeing care facility. 

Best Moment
One of my best moments was to walk from my residence to the University 
Campus, I loved the beautiful scenery during the walk. Another moment is 
sitting on the grass on the main campus of the University. 

Thank You Message
I would like to thank my professors who gave me the inspiration and incentive to 
do the best in my future of becoming a psychologist. I would also like to like to 
thank the University of Glasgow for giving me the best memories of my life. 



 
Meijuan Zhang
China

Future Aspirations
I hope I can be a psychological counsellor or a university teacher and put what I 
have learned into practice.

Best Moment
Study in the library with a friend. It was the happiest and worry-free time.

Thank You Message
I am very grateful to my teachers for their instruction and classmates for their 
help. I spent a brilliant year with them. I hope the University of Glasgow can 
develop better and better



We are delighted to be able to contribute 
to the 2020-2021 yearbook and to 
congratulate you on your achievements! 

It has been quite an extraordinary year and we have been 
so very impressed not only with how you managed overall,  
a masters is quite an achievement in itself, but also how 
you coped with the change to online learning  as education 
around the globe re-imagines the classroom space.  We will 
all no doubt remember this as the most memorable of TESOL 
years and one where we have learned so much.

Your dedication, resilience and ability to study online and 
face to face will also serve you well in your future careers – 
one of the silver linings has been the experiences you will 
have had of studying online and the transferable skills you 
can take into your teaching.

We’ve really enjoyed also having the chance to speak to you 
in TESOL cafes and other informal occasions and know that 
you will have made good friends for life on the programmes.

We wish you the very best in your careers. Now go out there 
and make the world a better place through your teaching!

Please keep in touch with us:
Via the UofG TESOL Group Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/groups/1411153022508881/ 

Twitter:  
Julie (@juliemca)  
Carole (@Carole_GU)  
School (@UofGEducation)

Carole, Julie & the TESOL team 

TESOL: TEACHING OF ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES MSC/MED

Dr Julie McAdam 

Dr Carole Macdiarmid



 
Laura Morrison
Scotland

Future Aspirations
I love my current job as an EAP Tutor and Learning Advisor and I aspire to use 
the knowledge gained from my degree to continue to develop in this role and 
even beyond it. In the future, I hope to devote more time to staying up-to-date 
with current research within the TESOL field, and perhaps to contribute to this 
research myself. For now, my aim is to stay safe, weather the current Covid-19 
pandemic, and look after my lovely students, who are preparing to begin their 
own academic careers at the University of Glasgow! 

Best Moment
As a part-time student, I have the benefit of two years of memories from my 
MEd, so it’s hard to choose my best moments! From an academic perspective, 
some of my favourite memories come from achieving the results I had aimed 
for and from overcoming my concerns about returning to education mid-career. 
From a personal perspective, I loved meeting new friends and having the 
opportunity for us to spend time together both in and outside the classroom. 
The support of my peers was invaluable, and I hope we continue to look out for 
each other in the future. 

Thank You Message
I would like to say thank you to the University of Glasgow staff members who 
supported me throughout my degree. Studying part-time requires a lot of 
flexibility and communication, and I am grateful to those who accommodated 
my busy work schedule alongside lectures, seminars and assessments. 
However, the biggest thank you must go to my amazing family and friends for 
their love, patience and unwavering support. After two years of study, I am so 
grateful to have my weekends back, and to be able to spend them having a 
drink with my favourite people (Covid-19 permitting!)

 
Zhazira Nurabayeva
China

Future Aspirations
When I think of my furure aspirations, I think about what could happen in the 
next 10 years. I have more tactical career goals that are 5 years from now, 
but aspirations I think of longer term. Ideally, I aspire to be part of highly 
collaborative environments which develop me as a professional and person as 
well as to be exposed to a broad set of skills that help me grow in my chosen 
career path. 

Best Moment
One of the best moments of my study at UofG was the time when I could 
attend the classes and library, talk to my classmates in person, and enjoy the 
fascinating lectures and seminars offline.

Thank You Message
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who wholeheartedly 
helped with my research project and made my experience and study at the 
UofG possible and enjoyable. I want to express my sincere gratitude to the 
whole TESOL team and School of Education for helping me in doing a lot of 
research, developing me as a researcher and motivating me for the future work 
as a TESOL teacher. 



Dr Margaret Sutherland
Director of Postgraduate Research

I would like to offer my congratulations to 
all who are graduating with a PhD or EdD! 

Your hard work and dedication have paid off! 
We wish you well for the future. May you truly 
be a world changer in all that you do, and 
remember………… wherever you are and whatever 
you do, you will always part of TeamUofG!

Dr Nicki Hedge
Programme Leader,  
Doctorate in Education EdD

Congratulations on successfully graduating 
with the EdD. 

This is a tremendous achievement and it has 
been a privilege for the EdD team to have shared 
the journey with you. All doctoral journeys 
are demanding and although you will have 
experienced challenges along the way, you have 
overcome those challenges and you should, now, 
feel as justifiably proud of your EdDs as we feel 
proud of you. You have worked incredibly hard 
and you have kept going while, often, coping with 
competing demands, including very demanding 
professional lives, and you have ‘come out on the 
other side’ so well done to you all!  

A MESSAGE FROM...
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Rodolfo Farfan 
EdD Doctor of Education
Ecuador

Future Aspirations 
I am a MD with aspirations of developing medical 
education in my country. I was the founding Dean 
of a Medical School in my city, therefore I am very 
interested in training medical specialist with the 
highest education levels. i am also planning to 
make deep research in medical education and 
have international publications. 

Best Moment 
Definitely the best moments during my PhD was 
to have the opportunity to talk and learn from my 
teachers and colleagues, as well as to get to know 
the culture and people of Scotland and Glasgow. 
As a student from Ecuador and South America, 
I come from a different culture and seeing how 
easily I was able to adapt to Scottish culture was 
really an enriching experience.

Thank You Message 
I want to thank God first of all for en allow 
me to achieve this doctorate and complete it 
successfully. I also thank the Universidad Espirutu 
Santo in my country for giving me the opportunity 
to start and finish this doctorate, providing me 
with all the facilities to be able to do so. I thank 
my supervisor Mike Osborne for his magnificent 
direction and guidance and my teachers especially 
Nicki Hedge and in the administrative part Denise 
Porada for constantly helping me in everything.

Maxinne Margaret  
Connolly-Panagopoulos 
PhD Doctor of Philosophy 
UK

Future Aspirations 
I want to keep expanding awareness of the field 
of psychology of religion, and gain a deeper 
understanding of myself and my work through 
research and teaching. 

Best Moment 
Meetings with my supervisors, who taught me 
about research but also became (and remain) my 
mentors in many areas of life. Also sneaking my 
dog into the St Andrew’s building (sorry!)

Thank You Message 
Thank you to my wonderful supervisors and the 
teaching team of the MSc psychological studies 
who continued to inspire and guide me. Thank you 
to my wonderful friend and writing partner, the PhD 
would not have been nearly as fun without you!

Professor Stephen McKinney 
Supervisor

Congratulations on graduating from 
the University of Glasgow.  We are very 
proud of you. We thoroughly enjoyed 
being your supervisors and enjoyed all 
of the supervisor sessions.  The thesis 
is a very important piece of work and 
makes a significant contribution to new 
knowledge. We hope you enjoy your  
day with your husband and family.

Prof Mike Osborne 
Supervisor

Many Congratulations Rodolfo! What a 
year it has been for you! Not only have 
you received your doctorate for your study 
of the impact of training provision on the 
teaching skills of intensive-care residents 
at your hospital, but you have now been 
appointed Deputy Minister of Health in 
Ecuador. And this has happened in the 
year of COVID-!9, whilst you have been 
Head of Surgery at Luis Vernaza Hospital 
in Guayaquil, where I know there have 
been many challenges. This has been  
a fantastic achievement and very well 
done. Felicidades mi amigo y mis  
mejores deseos para el futuro
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Abida Ayesha  
PhD Doctor of Philosophy 

Future Aspirations 
Having gained PhD in TESOL/Applied Linguistics, I 
intend to work in the Higher Education sector with 
a particular focus on English language learning and 
teaching in non-native contexts. I may work in teaching 
and research or management and administration 
domains within HE. I am open to work both in my home 
country (Pakistan) and internationally. I am particularly 
interested in working in the Middle East or Turkey. In the 
future, I would like to apply for the Hubert H. Humphrey 
fellowship for post-doc in the USA.

Best Moment 
In Dec 2018, I was invited to a (secret) Christmas party 
for international students at the Principal’s lodging. By 
faith, I am a Muslim and as such we do not celebrate 
Christmas. However, I love attending multicultural 
events and was very fortunate to have been chosen 
(apparently randomly) for the party. The team also 
contacted our families to record a surprise video 
message for us which they played during the party. It’s 
still an awesome memory and will remain so for a long 
time.  

I travelled to Australia for a conference in Nov 2019 
where I enjoyed Australian spring away from Glasgow’s 
chilly winter.  

Also, the day of my PhD viva was an incredibly beautiful 
one and it is one of the most cherished moments of my 
PhD life.

Thank You Message 
I would like to thank my incredible supervisors Prof Nicki 
Hedge and Dr Lavinia Hirsu for their unwavering support 
throughout my PhD journey. Also, I’m grateful to Dr Dely 
Elliot for her love and concern for me. To Prof Margery 
McMahon for her valuable time and kind support. 
The entire team at the School of Education, the library 
staff and all those I came across or worked with at UofG 
deserves a heartfelt ‘Thank You’!

Dr Lavinia Hirsu  
Supervisor

I wish you all the best of luck with your future 
career and I hope that as you go forward, you will 
take with you the same determination and energy 
that kept you going these past several years. It’s 
been an honour to work with you and I know you 
will do wonderful things.
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I grew up in a small town in eastern Arkansas. 
I went to a small private college in Batesville, 
Arkansas. 
I received a BA in Elementary Education from Lyon College 
before accepting my first teaching job. Since I was a little girl I had 
dreamed of getting a Master’s Degree after seeing how hard my 
mom worked for her degree in Early Childhood Special Education. 
A few months into my first year of teaching I started looking into 
programs and couldn’t find many options close to my interests. 
After some advice from friends and advisors, I decided to look 
abroad to see if anything caught my eye. I did a simple Google 
search and the first result to appear was an MEd in Children’s 
Literature and Literacies at the University of Glasgow. As soon 
as I read the description for the course, I knew this is what I had 
been looking for! This program turned out to be everything I 
had dreamed of and more. I met some really great friends in my 
program that I still keep in touch with through group chats and 
monthly book club meetings. When COVID hit I made the decision 
to finish my degree in Scotland instead of going home like many 
other international students I knew did. I ended up spending a 
lot of time on the Isle of Bute with a friend from my course for 3 
months of lockdown. We made the most of our time there taking 
in island scenery and watching movies when we weren’t writing 
our dissertations. Despite COVID changing a lot of plans I am 
so grateful for my time in Scotland and will always cherish the 
memories I made. I really enjoyed getting to travel to different 
parts of Scotland and hope to visit again one day soon! I learned 
a lot about myself and this experience gave me a new perspective 
on life and the world around me. In the future I hope to work with 
books in some capacity, maybe as a librarian, and I want to be 
involved in philanthropy projects that help children receive books.

Sarajane Armstrong
MEd Children’s Literature and Literacies
American



The BEST birthday 

Moat Brae- the best trip! 

I am originally from Perthshire. Studying at 
Glasgow gave me the chance to re-locate 
myself back to Scotland which has made me 
so happy. 
I loved every second of the course. Having the chance to explore 
Glasgow as a city; going to the lovely Kelvingrove gallery, 
eating in delicious restaurants, and actually learning again has 
transformed my life. Having been a teacher for my prior career, 
and giving all I have to others, and having believed that was all 
I would be doing for the rest of my life, it was a revelation to me 
to be able to actually learn and grow as a result. The course has 
enabled me to give much more to others because I am happy in 
myself and what I am doing, as such I have the energy to give so 
much to the people around me. Learning to do things properly 
and carefully once more was a great lesson, a lesson that I 
will never forget. The other lovely thing has been realising that 
when one learns something it never disappears; it is with you for 
always and all you can do is grow from it. To be surrounded by 
people who were SO kind and friendly and helpful, interested and 
interesting was so humbling and I felt so lucky to be there, every 
day. 
The students on my course were from a variety of countries and 
so I learnt a lot about life in different places and, after having lived 
a closed and narrow life in a little flat in London, the course has 
taught me to be brave again and embrace life and all the magic 
it has to offer. I found learning and studying a transformation; I 
had never felt I really had anything to say that was of importance 
to anyone and suddenly I did. The course has given me the 
courage to persevere with my books and my literary life and 
given me friends who I know will always be there in my life, no 
matter what..... having that sort of back up, one can really achieve 
anything. 

Molly Arbuthnott 
MEd Children’s Literature and Literacies 
British



I am Abimbola Olatunde Abodunrin, a post-
graduate student from Nigeria. My choice to 
undertake the MSc Education, Public Policy 
and Equity (EPPE) course was motivated by the 
desire to become an education policy researcher 
and to gain practical knowledge and experience 
in a reputable higher education institution, with a 
robust course structure overseas. 
The University of Glasgow (UofG) fits this gap as it is highly ranked 
according to the 2020 University League Tables by Times Higher 
Education. For example, the university is the first in the UK to achieve 
the highest rating of five plus QS Stars for teaching, facilities and 
research. In fact, the UofG is internationally renowned for being a 
research-intensive institution and consistently rated among the first 
20 in REF rankings in the UK for quality research outputs (Research 
Fortnight, 2020). 
Studying at the UofG presented me the opportunity of interacting 
and learning from high diversity course mates and erudite academics 
with proven expertise in education policy, especially those related 
to widening participation for marginalized groups. The learner-
centred nature of the course, which enabled me to develop critical-
thinking skills, was quite stimulating. This did not only broaden my 
perspective but also created avenues for mutual exchange of ideas 
and experience. Further, the staff at the UofG, especially those in 
the EPPE programme, have been hugely supportive with guidance 
on the practical aspects of living and studying in Glasgow. The fact 
that Glasgow is named the world’s friendliest city is true, as I have 
witnessed first-hand hospitality from Glaswegians. 
As an African student coming from a relatively hotter climate, I initially 
found it difficult to adapt to the constant rainy and cold weather in 
Glasgow, but as time went on, I acclimatized. Again, studying at 
a time when many nations, the UK inclusive, faced the COVID-19 
pandemic, made my personal experience in Glasgow less exciting, 
as this forced restrictions on movement intermittently, preventing me 
from fully touring Glasgow and Europe. I recall that a study trip to 
Paris got cancelled due to the lockdown. Nonetheless, I relish my visit 
to Loch Lomond and my routine walks through the beautiful parks in 
Glasgow namely, the Kelvingrove Park, Botanic Gardens and Pollok 
Country Park. 
Lastly, obtaining a master’s degree with Distinction from the UofG has 
paved way for me to undertake a doctoral research, which l believe 
will further my career ambition of becoming an academic, majored 
in HE policies of equity. The transversal skills I have acquired while 
undertaking my master’s has honed my professional competence 
and at the same time position me to work within academia and 
research institutes, where I can further explore the efficacy of 
educational policies and their effects on educational opportunities, 
towards improving equity in HE spaces. I intend to leverage the 
human relationships I developed within and outside the academic 
landscape to further my career and expand my professional network. 

Abimbola Olatunde Abodunrin
MSc Education, Public Policy and Equity
Nigerian



This was the moment that I was writing my 
homework, captured by my girlfriend.

This was the moment when I was making a presentation in the class, captured by one of my 
classsmates.

I come from Hefei, a city with a population of 
eight million in the central part of China. 
After being a teacher for four years, I grew a desire to continue 
my education abroad. Several days of consideration of choosing 
schools, UofG finally became my best choice. Carrying the offer, 
I flew to Glasgow, which would be the most fascinating thing 
for me during my 29 years of living. The first morning I stepped 
into the campus, I burst with great joy and tears. Yeah, that is 
you, UofG, my beloved school. It is just like the dreamland of my 
deepest heart. I fell in love with here, every corner, every piece of 
grassland, every tree, every stone. UofG suddenly struck me as 
the second hometown. When I write this, I feel great joy because 
every piece of memory of living and studying in UofG just came 
back to me. 

I will go back to see you, UofG, carrying a better version of me. 
See you!

Guolei Zhu 
MEd Educational Studies 
Chinese



The first time I went to “the most beautiful classroom”.

One week before leaving this university,  
I wore my traditional costume at school.  
I love my shadow dancing with me.  

The first time I borrowed  
books from the library.

I am a student from China. 
In fact, I chose the University of Glasgow among 5 universities 
because of its beautiful architectural style. Fortunately, I was able 
to spend a year in such a comfortable city and university, and I 
met many lovely teachers and classmates. I hope that after the 
covid-19 is over, I can take my parents to visit the UofG to make 
up for the absence of this winter.

Zhang, Han
MSc Educational Studies
Chinese



First time coming to my campus

Glasgow Cathedral 

Glasgow Cathedral 

Hi, I am Hongxi from China.
I feel very lucky and happy during the time studying in  UoG. 
Our campus is the most beautiful, ancient and cultural one. I 
feel enjoyable when I see our main building every time. And 
our ranking is also high.  Additionally,  the environment around 
our campus is very great. We have forest and river around 
(Kelvingrove park). Every time I come to attend a course at St 
Andrew’s building, I come across this park and immerse myself 
into the fresh air and sound of water and bird whisper. This 
environment has become my dream about my future home. 
I feel Glasgow is my second hometown when I first came here 
and did not need time to be familiar with it. I even do not feel any 
loneliness or homesick. Because people in Glasgow are really 
warm and friendly to me.  People here would smile and say hi 
to me. I remembered an elderly person in street, he asked me 
whether I came from China and then said he welcomed me. 
Teachers here are also warm. Dr Robert Doherty and Professor 
Catherine Doherty have given me much help in academic and 
psychological part. They reply to emails very quickly and give 
useful feedback. Friends are also one of the reasons for loving 
this city. I met many new friends here and we may keep a lifelong 
friendship. 
I feel most of the time is very happy here. If I have to say some 
lows. It might be that at the first beginning, I did not know how 
to write a successful essay. But finally, I think I have learnt a lot 
about writing an academic dissertation with the help of one-
on-one LEADs service and my supervisor. During this one-year 
time, I have become more self-reliant psychologically. And I have 
become much mature with deeper thoughts and new ideas in 
this considerably distinguished context compared with China. 
I think I better know about myself and what I really want to be. 
In the future, I think I could further develop my English ability 
and increase my teaching and research experience. And more 
importantly, being a good person, a good daughter, a good sister 
and a good teacher. 
Finally, I have to say, I love UoG. I love Glasgow. I will remember 
every moment here forever. 

HONGXI DU
MSc Educational Studies 
Chinese



I want to go back to Glasgow.

Leiyu Tao
MSc Educational Studies
Chinese

I come from China and I was attracted by 
the educational background and campus 
environment of Glasgow University when I first 
learned about it. 
During the period of studying and living at the University of 
Glasgow, my favorite thing is the residents of this area of Glasgow, 
because they are so warm and friendly. During this period of time, 
I was happiest to travel with my classmates, and the saddest thing 
was to watch my classmates leave one by one during the last time 
I left Glasgow. Looking forward to the future, I can return to this 
city to see my teachers and beautiful campus.



Magic Christmas lights at the 
University of Glasgow

Amazing Scottish nature – Loch Lomond!

The Riverside museum in Glasgow. 
Exploring a real boat!

Anna Rodionova
International Master in Adult Education for Social Change  
Russian

I am Anna from Russia, and I was studying for 
the International Master in Adult Education For 
Social Change (IMAESC). 
This is a joint degree offered by the consortium of partner 
universities in Glasgow, Malta, Tallinn, and Cyprus. 
At first, we were welcomed by UoG as our home University. I 
remember well that the weather was extremely cold for this time 
of the year, and it was a bit of a challenge for me to adapt to 
an unpredictable Scottish climate, although many people were 
laughing and saying: “But you are from Russia! You must have 
experienced such weather!”
The University building looks very majestic, with the spirit of its 
history, while the modern University library impresses with its 
size (a super high building indeed), cosy study spaces, and night 
working hours! 
I enjoyed the open-minded approach to teaching: lectures are 
combined with seminars and students can raise their voices and 
express their opinions openly.  I did enjoy placements as part of 
our programme where I could try myself in different areas and 
different roles – as a TEFL teacher and course developer in the 
community learning centre in Glasgow, as a radio host and script 
writer in Malta, and as a eco-workshop organiser in Tallinn. 
Apart from the studies, there is so much going on at the 
University: you can take part in or just listen to the University 
church choir, enjoy a farewell party with the professors at the end 
of the course, and even learn a Scottish traditional dance Ceilidh.
Talking about Scotland in general, the Scottish nature engraved 
in my heart, and I found Scottish people extremely friendly 
and caring. At first I was surprised to hear “Love” and “Dear”, 
addressed to me in public places but soon I realised such a warm 
greeting comes from the very heart. In particular, Glasgow has 
a lot to offer to its residents and visitors, including a variety of 
amazing museums, which are absolutely free!
Still, the highest value of this programme and this time for me is 
the people I met: our knowledgeable and open-minded professors 
and the programme leader and amazing groupmates from 
different parts of the world. I learnt a lot from each person, both 
personally and professionally, and I will never forget this school 
of life! My motto since then is “If you want to make a change, 
become this change!”



My visit to Edinburgh castle during my 
last days in Glasgow

A picture taken in the St. Andrew’s building on Campus. (Reminds me 
of good times spent with my good friend, Jue from China)

Richard Aboagye Kumi
International Master in Adult Education for Social Change
Ghanaian

When I sought to enrol in a master’s program 
after my bachelor’s study in Ghana, University 
of Glasgow happened to be one of the very few 
universities outside Ghana that offered an all-
encompassing adult education program with a 
touch of social change.
I was completely sold on the programme overview and it came 
across as the key to unlocking my full potential as a leader 
in social change in my community. I applied for the IMAESC 
programme and in addition to being accepted unto the program, 
I was awarded a full scholarship funded by Erasmus Mundus 
consortium. Indeed, my joy knew no bounds, and when I arrived 
at the university, my expectations were no match for what met my 
eyes. I was completely blown away by the serene environment 
and not to mention the friendly and supportive lecturers who had 
my interest at heart. University of Glasgow had everything I wanted 
in a learning environment and more. I particularly loved how easily 
accessible information is at the university. Glasgow University 
creates an atmosphere of opportunity and the freedom to dream 
for students, and this is what I loved most about my time there. 
There are a plethora of student activities to join that allow you to 
engage in extra-curricular activities that nourish your heart and 
mind. I have so much to be happy about when I look back on the 
memories made- the smiles shared with friends and the beautiful 
landscape of Glasgow and neighbouring Scottish cities I visited. 
I can hardly think of any bad experiences during my time there 
except the few times when I really missed the tropical weather 
back home. Thanks to University of Glasgow, the wonderful 
members of the IMAESC consortium, and the beautiful IMAESC 
program it offers, I can say confidently that I am on track to 
become a social change leader in my community in Ghana and I 
can now go on to pursue my doctoral degree in the area of higher 
education policy in Ghana. My long-term goal is to become a 
university professor, adding to the knowledge of Adult Education.

A picture of George Square that represents 
my beautiful experience of Christmas in 
Glasgow



Solace-Rose Naa Kwaaley Quartey
International Master in Adult Education for Social Change 
Ghanaian

When I left Ghana for Glasgow on the 16th 
of September 2018 to pursue the IMAESC 
programme, I had one simple plan; in, learn, 
pass and out, back home in 2020 to my family, 
my career, my life. 
Never in my wildest dreams could I have envisaged the impact 
this journey would have on my life. From visiting exciting places 
to not wanting to get out of bed for days without number.
I first heard of the University of Glasgow when I was quite young. 
My mother had dreams of studying abroad and so she  was on 
the mailing list of many international Universities, including UofG. 
Truth be told, I have always been a go getter and I have only 
strived for the best. It was a no brainer that an education at UofG 
would open me up to learning opportunities most would envy.
I did not expect to fall in love with the landscape and historic 
architecture. I have fond memories of my walk through 
Kelvingrove Park to St. Andrews building for class. It was my 
favourite part of the day. 
In Glasgow, I learned about loss and pain and the strength in my 
weakness. I learned that lifelong friendships can emerge from 
the most unlikely of places and that no matter what, you can 
always create a new family.
The future for me is an endless road of fortune and possibilities. I 
am ready. Ready to thrive. Ready to fail, to love and to laugh and 
to live my life to the fullest.
Also, a few more academic credentials wouldn’t hurt, now would it?



All photos show my first day at the University of Glasgow. I was so amazed with the beauty of the old building and was 
so happy to meet my tutor for my very first credit, she literally welcomed me with open arms and even me gave me a 
short tour of St. Andrew’s building where I attended all lectures throughout the course! A memorable day indeed.

Ilona Agius
MEd Inclusive Education: Research, Policy and Practice
Maltese

I am Ilona from Malta and I work as a primary 
school teacher in Malta. Inclusive education was 
always a topic that captured my attention and 
became a growing interest after I completed my 
undergraduate degree in Malta and experienced 
teaching in classrooms for six years.
It was back then when I decided to further my studies which 
specifically focused on inclusive education. Studying in the UK 
was always something that I wanted to do and the experience a 
friend of mine had at the University of Glasgow had given me the 
first push to look into the courses that the university offers. The 
M.Ed. Inclusive Education course was all that I was looking for, as 
it touched on different aspects of teaching and inclusive education 
entailing interesting credits and options to choose from. I have 
never ever regretted my choice. Glasgow is a great place to be, 
“the Disneyland for students” I was told when I first arrived, and 
this I confirm. Friendly people and a magical place. This extends 
to the University where I was welcomed with open arms as from 
day one. Everyone was so helpful and cheerful. Very soon the 
University of Glasgow became my second home. My journey as 
a student had its ups and downs as to be expected, especially 
during my last year, when the global covid-19 pandemic hit. This, 
however, has further proved what a great team of professionals 
were guiding my journey at the university. Everyone, especially my 
tutors, was there ready to guide me and help me be strong and 
keep moving forward. Always true examples and great models of 
teaching and professionalism on whose footsteps I will definitely 
wish to follow. Glasgow, the university and especially all the team 
and fellow students at the M.Ed. Inclusive Education course will 
forever remain close to heart. I can’t wait to be back!



Boyuan Chen
MSc Museum Education 
Chinese

At first, the most attractive thing that Uni of Glasgow gave me was its building style, I 
always thought I was in Hogwarts while walking in campus.  
But the more I learn in Uni of Glasgow, the more I was changed. By now, I’m half the world away from 
Glasgow, I could miss the yellow leaves of autumn and flowers blooming of spring in campus, but I’d have to 
miss the lovely people I met during my Glasgow life, selfless Team UoG, who lead me walk around campus 
when I was a freshman; professors and classmates of Museum Education, without whom I cannot see the 
world in a colourful way; friends who stay with me during Covid-19. 
Through Museum Education programme, we saw countless amazing collections all over Scotland and 
England, which have became shining pieces in my mind, and all those precious memories will always with me.



The last day in Glasgow

Nazile Kahraman Caliskan
MSc Museum Education 
Turkish

It was a wonderful year in which we were able 
to improve our knowledge and skills in the field 
of Museum Education, both with our expert 
instructor staff and our on-site training activities. 
We were very fortunate to have the opportunity to be a part of 
these studies. Thanks, University of Glasgow.

Historical trip in Scotland



First week in Glasgow, Bought beautiful 
flower in shiny bright day. 2018.9.16

Enjoy the Scotland Summer time, go outside, walking with friends. 
2020.05.29

Last week in Glasgow, also sunny day and I shot the graduation photo 
in the campus with my lovely friends. 2020.08.23

Shi Xiang 
MSc Museum Education  
Chinese

I am from China, Huangshan that is a very 
famous mountain and tourist city. 
And I am so proud as a student of the University of Glasgow, 
and spent really memorable two years there and met such nice 
teachers, classmates, friends. We enjoy the class and travel 
to other cities to visit museums and art galleries together, and 
feel encouraged and happy to share the ideas and views of the 
learning subjects and cultural items. The classmates are from 
different countries, and I do learn some culture things of other 
countries. 
I really enjoyed the two years that I could be an independent 
student staying there, and cooking for myself, and arranging 
everything for study and life.  It is really helpful for the future, and 
I do want to get a job in a modern art gallery. For now, I already 
get a job in one private gallery and start my new adventure. 
Good luck for everyone.



On the way to the library!

Jing Wang 
MSc (Teaching English to speakers of other languages)
Chinese 

Hi everyone. My name is Jing Wang, and I am 
from China. 
The reasons for why I chose the University of Glasgow for studying 
are complicated, but in a good way. When I was a little girl, I 
travelled to Glasgow with my parents and we also went to this 
beautiful campus for traveling. What impressed me most is that 
there happened to be a newly wedded couple shooting photos 
in the centre of this beautiful campus, with an occasional breeze, 
I captured this gorgeous moment in my mind and shared their 
happiness. So, when I decided to improve my educational level, 
without any hesitance, I chose the University of Glasgow, and 
luckily, this beautiful university also chose me. There were many 
chances and opportunities for me to search and learn, but the 
most enjoyable thing to me was to study and learn in the library, 
since I could be embraced with thousands of books and I could 
find the truth following the wisemen in the books! 
I can clearly remember the first time when I met all the tutors and 
all my classmates, which is the highlight during my time in this 
University; and I can also recall the sadness since I cannot go to 
the library for a long time when the city was in lockdown following 
the rules of the government. Right now, I am planning for the next 
step of my life, and I will keep all the wise sentences of life which 
were shared by my supervisor and all the other tutors with me in 
my mind for choosing a way for my life. What a great university it 
is! And I love the University of Glasgow!

One sunny day with the flowers in the 
campus.



STUDENT SUPPORT 
OFFICER
This year has been a challenging one for us all. It 
seems that in one fell swoop, we went from being 
able to socialise, learn, and share our lives with each 
other. Almost overnight, we went from being able 
to have regular events and sharing tea with each 
other or experience the frantic chaos of a traditional 
Scottish ceilidh to having most forms of socialising or 
communication be restricted to online.      

 For those of you graduating, I wish to sincerely thank you, our 
students for this year. Even when world events have made our 
lives more challenging. It has been a pleasure to watch you all 
grow, and adapt this year, despite all the many challenges and 
setbacks that have been thrown at you in the short time we  
have had.  

This year has not been easy on any of us, let alone when you 
are trying to complete a degree, but you have got there. Over 
these past months, I know that many of you have struggled, 
with isolation, illness, getting to grips with online study, cultural 
differences, or language barriers. Despite all this, you have 
overcome all these challenges and reached graduation. We 
know that this graduation will be bittersweet as we cannot gather 
to celebrate your accomplishments but I hope in the not too 
distant future, we will all be able to meet again to celebrate your 
achievements in person, perhaps with one last ceilidh?        

Each of you that I have spoken with this year have within you 
everything you need to continue to be successful and excel in 
the path you have chosen. With each conversation, with each 
life story or career goal I have heard from each of our students 
I have been struck by the empathy, compassion and hope 
you all exemplify. You represent the best of us, and this is not 
something in my experience that should be underestimated.   

In the years to come, remember, that no matter where you 
have come from, or where you intend to go with your lives and 
careers. I am confident of a positive future that has you leading it.  

I wish you all the best of luck and don’t forget that now and 
always, you are Team UofG. 

Kirsteen Fraser  
Student Support Officer



ALUMNI
Dear All, 

Now that you have become a graduate of the University of Glasgow, 
I would like to welcome you back and ask that you keep in touch 
through the University of Glasgow alumni network. All graduates are 
invited to connect through the Alumni Office and access a range of 
benefits and services, such as the University magazine and podcast.  

You can register your details and preferences for staying in touch at  

www.gla.ac.uk/alumni/reconnect/updateyourdetails/#. 

I have graduated three times from the University of Glasgow and 
recently I became a member of the School of Education alumni 
network. I would love to be able to continue connecting with your after 
graduation, wherever you are in the world and continue to think about 
running alumni events via the network. Please follow the University 
and the School of Education via our social media channels, where 
there will always be news of what is going on and don’t forget to drop 
us a line about what you are doing educationally in your lives. 

My best wishes for your future, I will see you again via the Network

Dr Julie E McAdam 
Director of Internationalisation



THE NETWORK
As a UofG Alumnus, you’re part of the global UofG family and that 
gives you exclusive access to The Network. 

So make sure you keep in touch with your contacts and build new ones on 
The Network – the University of Glasgow’s online networking site for alumni, 
staff and students. 

The Network brings the global Glasgow family to your fingertips.  With every 
sector and industry covered, exclusive access to this unique community is a 
benefit that our alumni love.

By joining The Network you can: 
• Connect with influential alumni around the world 
• Stay up to date with University of Glasgow news and events 
• Give back to current students by sharing your advice 
• Become an online mentor and build your CV 
• Join groups organised by country, interest and course. 

Join The Network and create your alumni profile:  

theglasgownetwork.co.uk



 
@UofGEducation

School of Education  
University of Glasgow

School of Education
glasgow.ac.uk/education
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