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This sheet provides a brief outline of the Politics and International Relations courses on offer at the 

University of Glasgow. Some important points:  

 

• There are two undergraduate honours programmes in Politics and International Relations (IR). 

Politics is available on the MA (SocSci), MA and LLB degrees, while IR is only available on 

the MA (SocSci) and LLB. 

• It is not necessary to have studied Politics (or Modern Studies) at school or college for either 

programme, but IR entry requires an application via UCAS that specifies IR. Politics can be 

entered either via UCAS or chosen later while at the university. 

• Students in both programmes take the same pre-honours courses: Politics 1A, 1B, 2A and 2B. 

• All first year students must pass (with at least a D3 grade) both Politics 1A and Politics 1B in 

order to take Level 2 Politics courses. 

• Entry to Politics or IR honours requires an average of a C3 in Politics 2A and 2B combined. 

• If you have obtained D-grade passes or better at Levels 1 and 2, you can choose to complete 

your degree in three years by taking Level 3 courses. This will enable you to graduate with a 

general (non-honours) degree. We recommend, however, that students pursue an honours 

degree, which normally takes four years. 

 

Below is an outline of our pre-honours courses. Students will attend lectures, tutorial groups and 

seminars and, depending on the course, will typically be assessed through essays, examinations, and 

class participation. The textbooks cited may change and many other readings will be required. 

 

Politics 1A: Introduction to Politics 

This course introduces students to the study of politics with a broad focus on the United Kingdom 

and other democracies. Basic concepts and topics, like political institutions, parties, voting 

behaviour, multilevel governance, and the role of the media, are explored in a comparative 

perspective. Text: Daniele Caramani, ed. (2020) Comparative Politics, 5th edn. Oxford University 

Press. 

 

Politics 1B: Introduction to International Relations  

This is a study of key concepts (sovereignty, power, globalisation), theories (realism, neo-realism, 

neo-liberalism, constructivism), actors (states, international institutions, non-state actors), and 

global challenges (e.g. war, terrorism, nuclear proliferation, human rights, migration, environment) 

in international relations. Text: John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, eds (2019) The 

Globalization of World Politics, 8th edn. Oxford University Press. 

 

Politics 2A: History of Political Thought  

The course introduces students to the history of political thought, exploring the evolution of ideas 

about the nature of citizenship, constitutions, effective ruling, legitimate political authority, ‘social 

contracts’, justified resistance and liberty, as well as historical materialism and class struggle.  It 

situates theory in historical contexts, and engages with the original texts. There are three sections: 

Classical and Renaissance Political Thought; Early Modern English Political Thought; and 

Enlightenment to Revolution. Texts: Aristotle: The Politics; Machiavelli: ‘The Prince’ in The 

Portable Machiavelli; Hobbes: Leviathan; Locke: The Second Treatise of Government; 

Rousseau: ‘The Social Contract’ in Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings; Marx & 

Engels: The Communist Manifesto; John Stuart Mill: On Liberty and Other Essays. 

 

 

 



Politics 2B: Comparative Politics in a Globalising World 

This course introduces students to the nature and variety of contemporary political regimes. 

Students will learn how to classify and compare democratic and authoritarian states. Through 

analysis of individial and comparative country case studies, students will gain insight into how the 

historic development of states, contemporary institutional arrangements, state-society relations as 

well as processes of globalisation affect politcal outcomes in different democratic and authoritarian 

regimes. Texts: Patrick H. O’Neill (2018) Essentials of Comparative Politics, 6th edn, WW Norton. 

and Patrick H. O’Neill, Karl Fields and Don Share (2018) Cases in Comparative Politics, 6th edn, 

WW Norton. 

 

Honours Courses (Years 3 and 4)  

If you satisfy the entry qualifications above, then you can pursue Single or Joint Honours (‘Joint’ 

normally means you do half your studies in one subject and half in another) in Politics or 

International Relations (but not both). Both plans of study require at least one methods course 

(qualitative and/or quantitative – 20 credits each), a 40-credit dissertation, and several 20-credit 

course options. IR has an additional course requirement, Contemporary Issues and Theory in IR, 

which explores more focused core knowledge, theories and methods in IR, and IR students must 

take 80 IR credits from a list of IR courses by the end of Year 4, with the remaining credits coming 

from Politics and any joint honours subject. These are the course options likely to be available:  

 

American Politics Politics of Terror 

British Prime Ministers Issues in British Politics 

China’s International Relations Issues in International Relations 

Chinese Politics Just War in the 21st Century 

Citizenship and Democracy International Politics of Post-Soviet Central Asia 

Shakespeare and British Politics Latin American Politics 

Rise and Fall of Democracy Narratives of Conflict in the Middle East 

Direct and Deliberative Democracy Political Parties and Institutions 

Economic, Social and Cultural Human Rights Politics, Communication and Democracy 

Egalitarianism and its Critics Post-colonial International Relations Theory 

European Union and International Relations Politics of Gender and Development 

Emotions, War and Peace in International Relations Protest Politics 

Global Distributive Justice Politics of the European Union 

Global Energy Politics  Scottish Enlightenment 

Global Environmental Politics Scottish Government 

Global Inequality and International Development Securitisation and the New Security Agenda 

Defence Policy and Strategy Making US Foreign Policy  

Intergroup Conflict and Reconciliation War, Peace and World Orders 

Human Rights in Global Perspective International Political Communication 

Politics of Social Media International Political Economy 

Security and IR of Central and Eastern Europe International Organisations 

 

Careers: Popular career destinations for graduates have included governments, international 

organisations, businesses, the media, teaching, the civil service, the armed forces, and the voluntary 

sector. Many graduates opt to do a one-year postgraduate degree, and Glasgow offers a number of 

these programmes.  

 

More information: If you have questions about the Politics and International Relations 

programmes and courses, please contact Dr Thomas Lundberg on (0141) 330-5144 or 

Thomas.Lundberg@glasgow.ac.uk, or visit: http://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/politics/ 

for Politics and https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/internationalrelations/ for 

International Relations. Please note that this information is correct as of 22 June 2020, but is 

subject to revision. It should be taken as general guidance only.  


