
GEOGRAPHY,
ENVIRONMENTAL  
GEOSCIENCE & 
GEOLOGY  
Undergraduate Studies  
2021



ONE OF THE 
TOP 100 
UNIVERSITIES 
IN THE WORLD

29,000 
STUDENTS 
FROM MORE 
THAN 140 
COUNTRIES

IN THE TOP 
5 OF THE 
RUSSELL 
GROUP FOR 
STUDENT
SATISFACTION
(NSS 2019)

A MEMBER OF 
THE RUSSELL 
GROUP OF 
RESEARCH-
INTENSIVE UK 
UNIVERSITIES

FOUR-YEAR 
DEGREE 
PROGRAMMES 
OFFERING 
FLEXIBILITY  
& CHOICE

250+  
CLUBS AND 
SOCIETIES

How to apply
For full-time study you must apply through the 
Universities & Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS). 
See ucas.com.

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION
Join us at the School of Geographical & Earth 
Sciences and be part of the solution to the 
contemporary issues we face around the world 
today. We investigate and work towards finding 
innovative solutions to some of the world’s 
biggest challenges: from the climate crisis and 
energy production, to widespread inequalities 
and poverty.

Field programmes
Fieldwork is a core component of all our 
degrees. We are passionate about giving all 
students the opportunity to learn from direct 
field experience. Field programmes are 
designed and modified to accommodate the 
needs and abilities of our students and the 
expertise of our staff. You will be always taught 
by academics, experts in a particular field.

RANKED 2ND IN 
SCOTLAND FOR 
GEOLOGY
(COMPLETE UNIVERSITY 
GUIDE 2021)

RANKED 2ND IN 
SCOTLAND FOR 
GEOGRAPHY & 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE
(COMPLETE UNIVERSITY 
GUIDE 2021 & GUARDIAN 
UNIVERSITY GUIDE 2020)



Years 1 and 2
You will study the major themes of environmental 
geoscience, underpinned by key geological principles, 
using a problem-based approach to learning integrated 
with topical examples. You will cover fundamental 
environmental geoscience principles, including the 
evolution of life, surface processes and environments, 
the sustainable exploration for resources and energy, 
climate change, water security, and waste and 
contaminated land management. These principles are 
supported by the understanding of geological concepts 
such as plate tectonics, the structure of the Earth, 
volcanoes, earthquakes, how rocks deform, and the 
evolution of the oceans and continents. You will develop 
a range of spatial, analytical and computational skills. 
You will participate in local field classes in both years, 
and a residential field class in your second year, where 
you will develop your practical and problem-solving skills.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2, to 
pursue your interests and ensure maximum flexibility.

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will study 
a number of core courses covering past and future 
climates, hydrogeology, environmental geochemistry, 
landscape change and Quaternary geoscience, 
developing spatial and numerical skills in the laboratory 
and field. You will participate in two residential field 
classes and many local day field classes and undertake 
an independent project, involving mapping and data 
analyses, to develop your skills in project management. 
You will also tailor your degree to include additional areas 
of interest chosen from a wide range of optional courses, 
many of which are focused on environmental aspects 
of physical geography and applied environmental 
geoscience.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/environmentalgeoscience e  ges-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL GEOSCIENCE (EARTH SCIENCE)
Environmental Geoscience is the study of the Earth 
system, in particular the interaction of geology with 
surface processes and environments, and associated 
natural and anthropogenic changes. It focuses on 
the study of past and future climate, water resources 
management, landscape evolution, environmental and 
natural hazards and climate change. You will use your 
understanding of the Earth system to solve real world 
socio-environmental problems. This programme was 
formerly named Earth Science.

BSc (Hons) (F600): Four years 
MSci (F601): Five years

Joint Honours available; see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/
environmentalgeoscience.

Note – No prior knowledge is required and 
Environmental Geoscience can be studied with many 
other first-year subjects.
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Why choose Glasgow?
Earth Sciences at Glasgow is ranked top in Scotland 
for student satisfaction (NSS 2019). The flexibility of our 
programmes will enable you to choose your specialist 
subject after an integrated first and second year which 
will prepare you for both degrees in Environmental 
Geoscience and Geology. The courses combination 
will ensure a robust training for your future career in 
industry or into further studies. You will take part in an 
exciting fieldwork programme which includes both 
overseas and UK locations.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/geology e  ges-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

GEOLOGY
Geology is the study of the Earth, its structure, 
composition, and history, and its hazards and 
resources. Geology uses rocks, minerals and fossils 
to provide an integrated understanding of whole 
Earth processes in 4D, linking the deep Earth, its 
crust, the surface and associated environments. This 
knowledge is applied to contemporary geological 
and socio-environmental problems, including natural 
and anthropogenic change and the sustainable 
development of resources.

BSc (Hons) (F610): Four years  
MSci (Hons) (F611): Five years

Note – No prior knowledge is required and Geology 
can be studied with many other first-year subjects.

Years 1 and 2
You will study the major themes of geology linked to 
important problems and challenges in environmental 
geoscience, using a problem-based approach to 
learning integrated with topical examples. You will 
cover fundamental geological principles, including 
plate tectonics, the structure of the Earth, volcanoes, 
earthquakes, how rocks deform, the evolution of the 
oceans and continents, the evolution of life, and surface 
processes and environments. These principles are then 
applied to challenges in the sustainable exploration for 
resources and energy, climate change, water security, 
and waste and contaminated land management. You will 
develop a range of spatial, analytical and computational 
skills.  You will participate in local field classes in both 
years, and a residential field class in your second year, 
where you will develop your practical and problem-
solving skills.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2, to 
pursue your interests and ensure maximum flexibility.

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will study 
a number of core courses covering igneous geology 
(including geochemistry, chronology and volcanology), 
sedimentary geology (including environments and 
basin analysis), metamorphic & structural geology, 
stratigraphy and tectonic synthesis, and resources for a 
sustainable future. You will participate in many local day 
field classes and residential field classes integrated into 
the core courses, as well as undertaking an independent 
project in your final year where you will develop and 
answer a research question based on data you have 
collected. You will also tailor your degree by choosing 
from a wide range of optional courses in geological and 
environmental topics.
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Year 5
You can take Geology as an MSci degree, which is 
particularly suited to those interested in further study. 
It includes an additional year, centred on an extensive 
independent research project that involves the use of 
advanced analytical facilities in the school. 

Our international links
Travelling and overseas work are major features of a 
Geology career and we encourage our students to 
take advantage of the University’s extensive exchange 
programmes to study abroad. Our students have 
studied in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Hong Kong, 
California and Europe.

Career prospects
Our recent graduates are employed by organisations 
across the geological, environmental and engineering 
sectors, including: Atkins, BAM Nuttall Ltd, Chevron, 
Equinor, Laing O’Rourke, Nordgold, Scottish Water, 
Scottish Power Renewables, SEPA and Shell.

Why choose Glasgow?
The flexibility of our programmes will enable you to 
choose your specialist subject after an integrated 
first and second year which will prepare you for both 
degrees in Environmental Geoscience and Geology. 
We deliver a series of specialised courses that will 
prepare you for a career in many sectors, including 
geotechnical and environmental engineering. You will 
take part in an exciting fieldwork programme which 
includes both overseas and UK locations.

Year 5
You can take Environmental Geoscience as an MSci 
degree, which is particularly suited to those interested in 
further study. It includes an additional year, centred on 
an extensive independent research project that involves 
the use of advanced analytical facilities in the school.

Our international links
Travelling and overseas work are major features of a 
geoscience career and we encourage our students to 
take advantage of the University’s extensive exchange 
programmes to study abroad. Our students have 
studied in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Hong Kong, 
California and Europe. 

Career prospects
Our recent graduates are employed by a range of 
organisations in the environmental sector such as Atkins, 
BAM Nuttall Ltd, BAM Ritchies, Equinor Hywind, Mason 
Evans, Scottish Environment, Scottish Water and SEPA.

Entry requirements 
Our programme webpages advertise the most 
up-to-date detail on our entry requirements for 
2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
Due to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on grades certified in 2020, we are 
currently assessing the flexibility that we can 
offer in the consideration of academic entry 
requirements. We will publish any changes on 
our webpages.

Entry requirements 
Our programme webpages advertise the most 
up-to-date detail on our entry requirements for 
2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
Due to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on grades certified in 2020, we are 
currently assessing the flexibility that we can 
offer in the consideration of academic entry 
requirements. We will publish any changes on 
our webpages.



Accreditation 
Our Geography degree 
programme is accredited 
by the Committee of Heads 
of Environmental Sciences 
and the Royal Geographical 
Society (with the Institute of 
British Geographers).

The Committee of Heads of Environmental 
Sciences (CHES) is the education committee of 
the Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES). It is 
the collective voice of the environmental sciences 
academic community and serves to enhance the 
quality of environmental education worldwide. 

A programme accredited by CHES is assured to 
meet high standards, contain a strong component 
of practical, field and theoretical activities, and has 
excellent opportunities for training, work experience 
and links to the professional environmental sector.

Students enrolled on CHES accredited 
programmes can apply for free Student 
Membership of the IES and for a fast-track route 
to membership once they graduate, starting 
you on a route towards becoming a Chartered 
Environmentalist or Chartered Scientist.

Degree programmes accredited by the Royal 
Geographical Society (with IBG) contain a solid 
academic foundation in geographical knowledge 
and skills, and prepare graduates to address the 
needs of the world beyond higher education. 

The accreditation criteria require evidence that 
graduates from accredited programmes meet 
defined sets of learning outcomes, including 
subject knowledge, technical ability and 
transferable skills.

Why choose Glasgow?
Our Honours programme is highly flexible and is a 
combination of core and optional courses. This allows 
you to tailor your option choices towards a wide range 
of potential careers.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/geography e  ges-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

GEOGRAPHY
Geography is the study of the surface of the Earth as 
the site of human living and working. It considers the 
variability in physical and human landscapes, along 
with the interrelationships binding them together. It is 
a dynamic, relevant and ever-changing subject at the 
heart of many local and global current issues, ranging 
widely from river/coastal management and conservation 
to migration, development and urban geography.

BSc (Hons) (F800): Four years  
MA (Hons) (L702): Four years 
MA (SocSci) (Hons) (L700): Four years

Joint Honours available; see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/geography.

Geography can be studied as one of three different 
degrees in Arts, Science or Social Sciences. The 
Geography component of each degree is identical; the 
difference is additional subjects that can be taken in 
years 1 and 2. 

Year 1
You will explore an equal balance of physical and 
human geography themes including a world of 
resources, a world of development, a world of changing 
environments, a shrinking world, a world of conflict and a 
world of interactions.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2, to 
pursue your interests and ensure maximum flexibility.

Year 2
You will explore human and physical processes, 
examining environmental problems and their possible 
resolutions. You will be trained in statistical methods, 
geographic information systems (GIS) and laboratory 
analysis using a mixture of fieldwork and our own IT and 
physical geography laboratories.

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will 
study both core and optional courses. Core courses 
are related to advanced training methods such as 
data management, modelling, GIS, interviewing and 
interpretative methods and dissertation training. Core 
courses also support the development and articulation 
of graduate attributes and communication strategies for 
beyond the academy. A wide range of optional courses 
complement the core courses and allow you to build 
a programme around your particular interests. Some 
Environmental Geoscience optional courses may also be 
available to Geography students.

Special Glasgow feature
If you intend to continue to Honours, you will attend a 
week-long residential field course in year 2 to extend 
the field, laboratory and statistical skills introduced 
during the academic year. Our school is very conscious 
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of our carbon footprint and we have made the choice 
to have this fieldtrip in an area that can be reached by 
public transport or coaches. When in the field, you will 
work in groups, collecting data and testing your ability 
to problem-solve and communicate. These skills will be 
further developed in year 3 in a week-long overseas field 
class focusing on dissertation-related project work. 

Our international links
You will have the opportunity to study abroad at one of 
our partner universities as part of your degree. This will 
not add any extra time to your studies.

Career prospects
Recent graduates have been employed as coastal and river 
engineers, field studies tutors, public engagement officer 
and hydrographic surveyors. Our students have found 
opportunities with the Scottish Government, British Red 
Cross, Transport Scotland, Scottish Water, SEPA and SNH.

Entry requirements 
Our programme webpages advertise the most 
up-to-date detail on our entry requirements for 
2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
Due to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on grades certified in 2020, we are 
currently assessing the flexibility that we can 
offer in the consideration of academic entry 
requirements. We will publish any changes on 
our webpages.



CONNECT 
WITH US

Discover our world changers at  
glasgow.ac.uk/worldchangers

University of Glasgow 
Glasgow G12 8QQ

General Switchboard 
Tel: +44 (0)141 330 2000

glasgow.ac.uk/enquirenow

For information on upcoming  
Open Days, please see: 
glasgow.ac.uk/visitus

@UofGlasgow
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