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ANCIENT HISTORY

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/ancienthistory w  humanities-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

Ancient history involves the study of the history 
and culture of Greece, Rome and the wider 
Mediterranean between the 8th century BC and the 
5th century AD with the opportunity to learn Latin and 
ancient Greek if you wish.

Year 1
In year 1 you will study the history and culture of archaic 
Greece and republican Rome, using a wide variety of 
source material, including buildings, coins and artefacts 
and literary works such as epic poetry and plays 
alongside historical texts.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2. 

Year 2
In year 2 you will study the history and culture of 
classical Greece and of imperial Rome. Alongside the 
historians Thucydides and Tacitus, the texts you read 
may include Plato’s philosophy, the Aeneid of Virgil and 
the ancient novel.
It is possible to take any of these pre-Honours courses 
in an online format as an alternative to the traditional 
face-to-face courses, for greater flexibility.

Years 3 and 4
You will choose from a wide variety of options in ancient 
history driven by the research strengths and interests 
of members of staff. These could include, for example, 
courses in Ancient medicine, Ancient technology in 
context, Athenian democracy, From the Gracchi to 
Sulla, The Roman historical imagination, Greek religion, 
Cleopatra, and The fall of the Roman Empire.
You will write a dissertation on a topic of your choosing, 
and you will also design and implement a study visit to 
Greece or Italy. There is also the opportunity to start or 
continue study of Latin and/or Greek.

Why choose Glasgow?
You will have the opportunity to visit archaeological 
sites and museums in Italy and Greece as part of 
your programme.

STUDY 
ABROAD 

MA (Hons) (V160): Four years

Joint Honours available, see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/
ancienthistory.

HISTORY STUDENTS 
THOUGHT STAFF WERE GOOD 
AT EXPLAINING THINGS*

92%

* Discover Uni (discoveruni.gov.uk), January 2020

Our international links
If you progress to Honours you will have the opportunity 
to spend at least three weeks (usually during the summer 
vacation after third year) visiting archaeological sites and 
museums in Italy and Greece. Financial support for this 
visit is available to all Single Honours students.
You may also spend your third year studying at 
universities in North America, Australia, New Zealand or 
Europe.

Career prospects
In recent years our graduates have found employment 
as teachers, civil servants, administrators, librarians, 
archivists and experts in museums and galleries.

CLASSICS CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

Year 1
You will study classical civilisation, covering the history, 
literature and culture of archaic Greece and republican 
Rome. You will read Homer alongside the histories of 
Herodotus and Sallust, the plays of Plautus, and the 
speeches of Cicero.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2.

Year 2
You will study the literature, culture, history and politics 
of democratic Athens and of the Roman Empire at its 
height. You will read plays by Aeschylus, Sophocles, 
Euripides and Aristophanes; a dialogue by Plato; the 
histories of Thucydides and Tacitus; the Aeneid of 
Virgil; the satirical writings of Juvenal; and Petronius’ 
extraordinary novel.
You can now take any of the pre-Honours Classical 
Civilisation courses (1A, 1B, 2A, 2B) in an online format 
as an alternative to the traditional face-to-face courses, 
for greater flexibility.

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will 
choose options from a wide range that reflects the 
research interests of members of staff.
Courses may include: Interpreting Greek tragedy, The 
Roman stage, Greek/Roman art, Gender and sexuality 
in ancient Rome, Ancient medicine, Homer and his 
readers, Rhetoric at Rome, Myths, fictions and histories 
of Alexander the Great, Greek religion, Cleopatra: life 
and legend and The later Roman Empire.
There is also the opportunity to start or continue study 
of Latin and/or Greek.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/classics w  humanities-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

Classics involves the study of the literature, history, 
art and material culture of ancient Greece and Rome. 
Study of Latin and/or Greek language is possible at 
any level.

MA (Hons) (Q820): Four years

Joint Honours available, see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/classics.

Note 
You do not require a knowledge of the Greek  
and Latin languages.

Why choose Glasgow?
You will have the opportunity to visit 
archaeological sites and museums in Italy  
and Greece as part of your programme.

STUDY 
ABROAD 

STUDENTS 
IN WORK/STUDY *

* Discover Uni (discoveruni.gov.uk), January 2020
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Our international links
If you progress to Honours you will have the opportunity 
to spend at least three weeks (usually during the summer 
vacation after third year) visiting archaeological sites and 
museums in Italy and Greece. Financial support for this 
visit is available to all Single Honours students.
You may also spend your third year studying at 
universities in North America, Australia, New Zealand or 
Europe.

Career prospects
In recent years our graduates have found employment 
as teachers, civil servants, administrators, librarians, 
archivists, and experts in museums and galleries.

Entry requirements 
Our programme webpages advertise the most 
up-to-date detail on our entry requirements for 
2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
Due to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on grades certified in 2020, we are 
currently assessing the flexibility that we can 
offer in the consideration of academic entry 
requirements. We will publish any changes on 
our webpages.
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2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
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Why choose Glasgow?
You will have the opportunity to visit archaeological 
sites and museums in Greece as part of your 
programme.

You will read (depending on options chosen) Homer and 
other Greek poets, Athenian tragedies and comedies, 
orators and historians, and the philosopher Plato. You 
will also learn about Greek political and social history, 
philosophy, religion and art.
If you have a good A-level pass in the subject, you may 
be able to start Greek at Level 2.

Year 1
You will be provided with a strong foundation of grammar 
and vocabulary leading to the reading of simple 
passages of genuine ancient Greek. You will learn to 
read elementary texts in Greek and to translate Greek 
into English.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2. 

Year 2
The focus is on developing translation skills, of 
both prepared and unprepared texts. There is also 
consolidation of grammatical foundations. We introduce 
continuous literary texts, typically from oratory, drama, 
historiography and epic. You will also develop your 
critical skills through commentary and essay work. 

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will 
choose options from a wide range and study texts 
and genres in detail. Courses currently include 
Historiography, Epic, Comedy, Tragedy, Oratory and 
Lyric poetry.
There is also the opportunity within the Honours 
programme to start or continue the study of Latin.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/greek w  humanities-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

GREEK
Greek involves the study of classical Greek language 
and literature and ancient Greek civilisation.

MA (Hons) (Q700): Four years

Joint Honours available, see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/greek.

Note 
You do not require previous knowledge of Greek.

CLASSICS STUDENTS 
IN WORK/STUDY *

STUDY 
ABROAD 
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Our international links
If you progress to Honours you will have the opportunity 
to spend at least three weeks (usually during the summer 
vacation after third year) visiting archaeological sites and 
museums in Greece. Financial support for this visit is 
available to all Single Honours students.
You may also spend your third year studying at 
universities in North America, Australia, New Zealand or 
Europe.

Career prospects
In recent years our graduates have found employment 
as teachers, civil servants, administrators, librarians and 
archivists, and in museums and galleries.

Why choose Glasgow?
You will have the opportunity to visit 
archaeological sites and museums in Italy  
as part of your programme.

w  glasgow.ac.uk/ug/latin w  humanities-enquiries@glasgow.ac.uk

LATIN
Latin involves the study of the Latin language and 
literature, and Roman civilisation.

MA (Hons) (Q600): Four years

Joint Honours available, see glasgow.ac.uk/ug/latin.

Note 
You do not require previous knowledge of Latin.

The level at which you enter depends on whether you 
have taken Latin before. If you are a complete beginner, 
or have studied some Latin, you will enter our Level 1 
class.
If you have a good Higher or A-level pass, you may be 
able to start Latin at Level 2.

Year 1
You will be provided with a strong foundation of 
grammar and vocabulary, leading to the reading of 
simple passages of genuine Latin. You will learn to 
read elementary texts in Latin and to translate Latin into 
English.
You will also study other subjects in years 1 and 2. 

Year 2
You will have the opportunity to increase your knowledge 
of vocabulary and grammar, enabling you to translate 
passages of literary Latin into English. You will read 
works by a range of authors, and study literary and social 
contexts as well as language and style, developing your 
critical skills, so that you may write well-argued and 
researched essays.

Years 3 and 4
If you progress to Honours (years 3 and 4) you will 
choose from a wide range of topics and study texts 
and genres in detail. Courses currently include 
Historiography, Elegy, Epic, Fiction, Drama, Satire and 
Oratory.
There is also the opportunity to start or continue the 
study of Greek.

CLASSICS STUDENTS 
IN WORK/STUDY *

STUDY 
ABROAD 
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Our international links
If you progress to Honours you will have the opportunity 
to spend at least three weeks (usually during the summer 
vacation after third year) visiting archaeological sites 
and museums in Italy. Financial support for this visit is 
available to all Single Honours students.
You may also spend your third year studying at 
universities in North America, Australia, New Zealand or 
Europe.

Career prospects
In recent years our graduates have found employment 
as teachers, civil servants, administrators, librarians and 
archivists, and in museums and galleries.

Entry requirements 
Our programme webpages advertise the most 
up-to-date detail on our entry requirements for 
2021-22 entry at glasgow.ac.uk/undergraduate. 
Due to the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on grades certified in 2020, we are 
currently assessing the flexibility that we can 
offer in the consideration of academic entry 
requirements. We will publish any changes on 
our webpages.
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our webpages.
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