
Principal Investigator, Barbara 
Nicholl, was due to attend the 
British Society of Rheumatol-
ogy annual conference in 
Glasgow in April. The confer-
ence in Glasgow was can-
celled but instead we got to 
present our poster virtually 
on the conference app. Ross 
McQueenie designed the 
poster to convey our analysis 
on how having multiple long-
term conditions impacts on 
mortality for people living 
with rheumatoid arthritis. 
This work has been written 
up and submitted to a scien-

tific journal for publication.  

British Society           

of Rheumatology 

Impact of 

Coronavirus on 

MAP Study 

The MAP Study research 
team has been busy dealing 
with the impact of Corona-
virus restrictions. Recruit-
ment for our qualitative inter-
views has been paused and all 
staff have been working from 
home since mid-March. You 
can see from the photo how-
ever, that this is not stopping 
us meeting and progressing! 
Two members of the study 
team will be furloughed from 
the beginning of May through 
the University of Glasgow’s 
job retention scheme. Doing 
this means that we’ll have 
more staff available to deal 
with recruiting and interview-
ing people when restrictions 
are lifted. Also, our funders, 
Versus Arthritis, have given us 
a 3-month extension on the 

project. 
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Contact Us 

Follow us on twitter at @UofGMAPstudyUK 

Website:  
gla.ac.uk/researchinstitutes/healt
hwellbeing/research/generalprac

tice/research/mapstudy/ 

Email:                               

Barbara.nicholl@glasgow.co.uk 

 

Zooming in on analysing interviews 

The team has moved to working from home and are busy analysing the 53 interviews carried out 
so far, with a total of 36 patients and 17 health professionals.  They’re able to  work together 
using Zoom meetings and other technology.  It is an adjustment for everyone especially for the 
newest member of the team Richard Brunner, who has yet to meet the others in ‘real-life’, and so 
far has only interacted with them electronically!  They are revealing interesting findings about the 
impacts that health and social services have on how people manage their conditions.  Recruitment 
of new interviewees is paused for the time being, but we plan to begin again once coronavirus 

restrictions are lifted and we have permission to recruit from primary and secondary care again.  

MAP Study 

Mixed methods study examining experiences of multiple long-term condi-
tions in people with musculoskeletal (MSK) pain or rheumatoid arthritis.  

The study is funded by Versus Arthritis. 

Members of our team holding a Zoom meeting in March. 

 

Data analysis 

We are able to continue with our data analysis of UK Biobank and SERA (Scottish Early Rheu-
matoid Arthritis Study) while working from home. Ross and Fraser have been busy analysing 
data looking at hospitalistions in people with rheumatoid arthritis and other health conditions, 
to see if hospitalisation is more common or if there are particular reasons for it. We have re-
cently received updated follow-up data for SERA participants that provides us with more infor-

mation on their health-related outcomes of mortality and hospitalisation.  

Ross has also progressed our analysis into MSK pain and multiple long-term conditions, with a 
focus just now on widespread pain and relationships with mortality and hospitalisation. We had 
intended to present some of this work at the World Pain Congress in August but this has been 

postponed until June 2021. Hopefully we will be able to present our final work there!  

We must also take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Ross. He has been working on 
the MAP study since we started and has been with us in General Practice & Primary Care for a 
number of years. Thank you for all your contributions Ross and good luck in your new post 

with the NHS! We hope to advertise for a replacement for Ross as soon as possible.  

Steering Group Meeting 

The next meeting of the Steering Group is in June 2020.  Those attending include members 
of our expert patient panel and stakeholders involved in the care of people with MSK pain 

or rheumatoid arthritis. Their insights have helped to guide analysis as we go along.  

 


