
Minutes of the UCU general meeting (13/02/19) 

 

The meeting was attended by 26 members which failed to meet the quorum of 40. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and there were no matters 

arising. 

Chair’s Business.    

Jeanette spoke on the current pay ballot and the importance of members using their 

votes (regardless of how a member intended to vote).  The union is asking for a 

Yes/Yes vote, but we first need to meet the 50% threshold.  The anti-trade union law 

requiring a 50% turn out for industrial action places a threshold on unions that is 

higher than any other type of ballot, political or otherwise (i.e. general elections or 

Brexit).  

UCUG launched a workload campaign which will take the form of Health & Safety 

inspections focussed on workload and work-related stress.   This action has already 

triggered some action by management.  This highlights the importance of local action 

by the branch. 

 

Motions. 

As the meeting was not quorate, motions would be debated, and an indicative vote 

would be taken.  However, all motions on the agenda were remitted back to 

committee.  

Motion 1 on casualisation was passed. 

Motion 2 called for a boycott of University of London and stimulated discussion on 

the normal format of a boycott which is usually coordinated by head office.  Officers 

would check the regulations and report back to the proposer Matt Mahon.   Motion 

passed. 

Motion 3 identified the issue of REF returns being made for members of staff who 

had been made redundant.  The secretary reported that he had emailed the head of 

research policy, Tantia Casci, to ask what the university position was on this.  No 

reply had been received at the time of the meeting.  Motion passed. 

One of the motions (originating from the UCU National Disputes committee) was 

ruled as incompetent by the president.  The ruling was challenged, and Marion 

Hersch spoke against the ruling.  Ann Gow took the Chair in order to enable 

discussion on the Chair’s ruling.  Both sides were heard, and the meeting voted 19 to 

2 in favour of the ruling to dismiss the motion with 5 abstentions.    

Committee would meet in the following week to consider motions for congress. 


