
UCUG General Meeting 10
th

 February 2011 

Emergency Motions received after deadline for motions 

1. This meeting fully endorses the statement "Senate is the senior academic body of the University of 

Glasgow. Legally and constitutionally Senate is responsible for the academic activity of the University 

- that is, its teaching and research." taken from the Senate web pages.  Given that responsibility for 

academic activity any consultation put in place by the University Court must be full examined by 

Senate. To enable this to take place UCUG request that there is a Senate meeting held with 

adequate time to allow Court's proposals and any counter proposals to be subject to full academic 

scrutiny before Court takes any final decisions. 

Proposed UCUG Officers 

2. Adult Education in the University of Glasgow: the beginning of the end? 

On 16
th
 February, the Senior Management Group of the University will ask Court to investigate 

whether adult education should continue to have a place in the University in its future strategy. 

The staff responsible for delivering the University’s extensive adult education programme (under the 

banner of DACE, the former Department of Adult and Continuing Education), see this proposal as a 

real threat to the continuing existence of the programme. 

They believe that: 

• The Senior Management Group is making decisions based on a lack of information. No member 

of SMG has spoken to staff prior to the announcement of this “consultation” exercise. Adult 

education is possibly being dismissed as simply ‘leisure classes’. 

• It has always been part of the University’s mission to engage with the community around 

Glasgow and the West of Scotland. To stop supporting adult education would be to ‘dis’-engage 

from the community. 

• The adult education programme currently has around 5000 students in a wide range of courses. It 

is one of the best ways in which the University gives something back to the local community 

which supports it. How can the SMG contemplate terminating such a programme of lifelong 

learning?  

The meeting believes that: 

(a) the University of Glasgow has a duty to provide adult educational opportunities for the wider 

public 

(b) SMG should immediately abandon any “consultation’ exercise on the future of the adult education 

programmes.  

Proposer: Liam Kane 

Seconder: Dominic McCafferty 

3. Nursing 

UCUG notes the review of Nursing & Health Care that is expected to be discussed by Court at the next 

meeting. Staff in Nursing are concerned that this "review" is already decided and that SMG plans to 

withdraw from Nursing are fixed. UCUG believes that any review process must be open, transparent and 

meaningful; not rushed through to meet SMG plans but to reflect real academic decisions. Any 

recommendation of the consultation process must enable staff of those areas which have been identified 

for review adequate time to make an informed decision about their future by continuing the current terms 

for VSER until after the outcome of the consultation is known. 

Proposed: Robert Hoskins 

Seconded: Deirdre Moriarty  



 

4. School of Modern Languages and Cultures 

This meeting deplores the SMG plans to reduce the provision in the School of Modern Language and 

Cultures to two (or three) language areas only. The meeting notes that plans these will go to Court for 

"review" on 16th February. There has been a complete absence of consultation behind the propositions to 

decimate the modern languages and cultures provision at Glasgow University. Many of the courses to be 

abolished are unique to Scotland and rare within the United Kingdom.   This is a top-down move  based 

on accounting priorities  while ignoring the public service dimensions of education. 

UK government has recently voiced its concern over the decline of Modern Languages, for example in 

Michael Gove's recent presentation to the Westminster Parliament of proposals for a new "English 

Baccalaureate" which is to give significant standing to Modern Languages. Glasgow University modern 

languages graduates are highly sought after by employers.  

UCUG believes that any strategy for the university should not be merely finance driven but be driven by 

real academic priorities that cannot be solely decided by SMG. This meeting is clear that any review of 

SMLC be full, transparent and inclusive. The plans to include reducing the number of languages to two or 

at best three  will demean the language provision for the current students and for future recruitment and 

will soon lead to closure of even French and Spanish. 

These subjects cannot continue to exist on their own. With an agreed policy of internationalisation, it is 

more than ironic that SMG consider cutting modern language provision in such a blunt manner. 

Internationalisation cannot exist without modern languages and the understanding of other cultures. 

We call on SMG to reject the proposals to cut the existing Modern Languages provision at the University 

of Glasgow. 

Proposed Jan Culik 

Seconded; Keith Reader 

5. Liberal Arts – Crichton  

The union notes that a plan is being put to Court which will impact on student learning, educational 

opportunities and jobs at the Dumfries campus. The union notes that such a plan has been put forward 

without consultation. The union notes that the plan may well include inaccurate information, but University 

employees, who are going to be impacted by the decision of court have been denied access to the plan, 

and therefore cannot correct any inaccuracies. The union notes that senior managers are failing to 

adequately identify the Humanities and Liberal Arts as educationally and socially valuable to the people of 

Dumfries, and currently play an essential role in other degree options. We call on UCUG to oppose the 

plan, to lobby Court and take all necessary action to protect members. 

Proposed: David Borthwick 

Seconded: Benjamin Franks 

 


