
University and College Union ~ Glasgow 
 

An Emergency  General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd March at 
1.00pm in Humanities Lecture Theatre, room G255, West Quadrangle 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
MOTIONS 
  

i. This EGM supports the motions passed at Senate EGM Friday 18th March 
2011 and adds its voice in expressing no confidence in the consultation 
process proposed by University management for closing down a number of 
disciplines. This EGM has no confidence in the University's Senior 
Management. 
 
Proposed: 
Bridget Fowler 
Steven White 
Yassamine Mather 
David Featherstone 
Willy Maley 

  
ii. UCUG strongly condemns the management of Robert Gordon University for 

its high-handed and totally unreasonable and outrageous behaviour in 
derecognising Robert Gordon UCU and UNITE. We offer our wholehearted 
solidarity and support to colleagues in both RGUCU and UNITE and call on 
RGU management to immediately renegotiate recognition agreements with 
both UCU and UNITE. 
 
Proposed: UCUG Committee 

  
iii. UCUG deeply regret the actions that resulted in the heavy police presence on 

campus yesterday and demand that a full independent enquiry be held. 
 
Proposed: UCUG Committee 

  
Motions approved at Senate on 18th March 2011: 
1. Senate requests of Court that a Senate Assessor should serve alongside a lay 
member of Court on consultation panels set up to carry out consultation with a 
particular subject area. 

2. That the data held by the Senior Management Group (SMG) (as referred to in the 
Terms of Reference for Consultation Panels) should be released to Senate alongside 
the data for all subject areas and not just those targeted in the consultation, together 
with the full version of the plans already presented to Court. 

3. That the reports and conclusions of Consultation Panels relating to academic 
subject areas be presented to Senate in full alongside any proposals SMG wishes to 
present to Court, and before any decisions are made by Court. 

4. That the consultation on proposed ‘cost reduction’ involve the University as a 
whole and Senate in particular and not only those ‘affected areas’ under review. 

5. That no decisions relating to academic subject areas are made by Court following 
the consultation until after the policy of the Scottish Government for public funding of 



universities in Scotland is clarified following the general election in May, and after the 
outcome of the Voluntary Severance Scheme is known. 

6. That the Principal and SMG present to the next meetings of Senate and Court 
alternative models for achieving ‘cost reductions’, including one which seeks to avoid 
the closure of academic subject areas and degree programmes. 

7. Senate confirms categorically that to date Senate has sanctioned no specific 
proposed cuts, in any academic subject area anywhere in the University, in 
connection with the proposals currently before Court. 

8. Senate would welcome improved channels of communication with Court, and for 
that purpose asks for an informal joint meeting between Court and Senate (perhaps 
through a delegation of Senators who could be elected by Senate). Senate requests 
that such a meeting take place prior to the meeting at which Court will make its final 
decisions regarding the current proposals for cost reductions. 
 


