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“We’re definitely staying here longer term ... | can
live normally and earn my keep”:




Key questions

 To what extent are rural destinations actively chosen

by migrants and how do in/securities and perceptions
of ab/normality shape these decisions?

* How are migrants’ experiences shaped by the realities
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Theories and Concepts

e Concept of social security (v. Benda Beckman and v. Benda
Beckman 1994; Thelen and Read 2007)

— Material and emotional aspects
— Formal and informal resources and strategies
— Temporal aspects and relationship between past, present and future




Migration and rural contexts

e Concept of ‘rurality’
— Rural contexts as heterogeneous, dynamic and constructed

— Rural places as linked to wider social, cultural and
economic contexts




Fieldwork context and methods

e Wider project:
— 4 Locations (Glasgow; Aberdeen; Angus;
Aberdeenshire)

— 200 in-depth_inties /ith CEE migrants




Reasons for migration and pathways to
settlement

e Joanna, Polish, 40, Angus: Years of circular migration, and then
deciding to go home

e Andrei, Bulgarian, 27, Angus : Seasonal work for several years, then
permanent full-time contract and decides to stay, joined by wife




Experiences of employment

I’'m very happy with my job. That’s not to say, sometimes the work is really
difficult, working on a farm is not exactly pleasurable, but personally, I'd
got a job with a very good company, nice people, ... they're very
accommodating with us so...

|za, Polish, 31, Angus, Farm




Experiences of employment

What I’'m doing now (cleaning/kitchen work), | could easily do until retirement.
If | keep in good health, of course. But | feel | could easily do it until retirement.
... And in the fields, that might have been a problem at that age. | haven’t come
across any older people working in the fields... Because it is hard work.

Bozena, Polish, 56, Angus, Farm

It's manual job, make me fir_e make me exhausted, honest. So after six yearsil.. .




Language learning

After the summer job last year, | decided to come here my ESOL programme. ...
because my English is not so well, so | decided to do it. And | would like to do
something more than working in the farm.

leva, Lithuanian, 24, Angus

One person helped me. He was over seventy years old. ... was just sitting [in the
pub] thinking to myself and he came up to ... | wasn ‘t able to say anything to him. .
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Social ties and networks

| know a lot of people but have few best friends, let’s put it that way ...
Poles, my two sisters, for example, and Jacek and his family. And these are
my closest friends, this is my circle ... | wanted to move, because | was
living on xxx, it’s like a centre for Poles ... And | wanted to move out of
there because for me it’s simply terrifying what goes on there. There are a
lot of Poles there, a lot of Poles, and the situation there isn’t great. ... | had
such experiences that | couldn t enter the flat in peace WIth my shoppmg




Longer-term attachments to rural

places

There’s everything we need here, nothing else is necessary. ... We’re happy
with everything here ... At the moment there aren’t any problems. We came
here to work, we’re settled at work, and for us that’s the most important
thing ... The second thing was to make friends, and we’ve got that as well.

Vasylyna, Estonia, 38, Aberdeenshire




Deciding to stay

No, we’re definitely staying here longer term because, first of all | have
nothing to go back to in Poland. | haven’t got a flat there and my
parents wouldn’t be able to help... And let’s not fool ourselves, here |
have the comfort... I work and can earn my keep by myself. | can afford




Conclusions

| would like to stay here, and live here in Arbroath [or] in
other place, | would like to have a house, and if | would
have a decent job and a house where to live, | would like to
start my family already and | would stay in here, yeah.

leva, Lithuanian, 24, Angus __




