Pantomime in Scotland- some economic findings

A study undertaken in 2007-2010 by the Department of Theatre, Film and Television Studies at the University of Glasgow (sponsored by the Arts and Humanities Research Council) provides the first detailed analysis of the economic significance of pantomime in Scotland. The study provides some interesting findings which demonstrate the important role pantomime plays in Scottish theatre life – both in commercial terms (by generating income and employment for professional theatre in Scotland) and as a social activity for people who take part in non-professional pantomimes in halls, schools and community centres across the country every year.

The project involved two surveys:

· A survey of professional pantomimes, which assessed pantomime’s economic significance for Scottish theatre.  Companies and venues engaged in producing 21 professional pantomimes completed a detailed questionnaire which for the first time provided income and expenditure figures for pantomime in Scotland

The returns from the professional survey detail the economic significance of pantomime to theatre in Scotland. Despite its short season, £3.85 million was spent on producing pantomime in Scotland in 2008-9, and this generated a total of £5.7 million worth of income, £3.46 million worth of wages and supported 291 jobs in Scotland. 
The professional survey also provided a breakdown of the costs of producing a pantomime. Chart 1 shows that over 40% of (non-wage) production expenditure went on sets and 14% on costumes. The large (22.6%) proportion spent on “Other” included marketing expenditure and fees to writers, composer and other artists.

[image: image4.png]Table 1 Panto in Scotland, Attendance 2008/03

Total 567334
[Average attendance (21 pantos] 27,016
Targest 93.029

Smallest 3.000





While important in itself, the professional survey also makes clear the importance of pantomime for the overall running of theatres – our returns show that pantomime makes up around 14% of the their annual revenues. 
Furthermore, a significant proportion of the non-wage production spending went to companies based in Scotland – Chart 2 shows the proportion of spending in Scotland for the main types of production spending. In total, 52.7% of all non-wage spending was in Scotland. 
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Chart 2-Spending in Scotland (%) panto in Scotland 2008/09


The survey also shows its importance in drawing people into theatres. Table 1 shows attendance figures - the largest attendance was 93,229 and average attendance for the 21 pantomimes was 27,016. In total, 567,334 saw a professional pantomime, and around 11% of the population (1 in every 9 people in Scotland) saw a professional pantomime in Scotland in 2008-09.
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· A survey of non-professional and community pantomime assessed the impact of non-professional or community pantomime.  This survey was completed by 81 groups or organisations across Scotland producing pantomimes in the 2008-09 season.  Groups taking part in the survey came from all parts of Scotland and included everything from primary and secondary schools to a wide range of wide range of amateur theatre societies, work-based groups and community productions.
The survey returns demonstrate clearly the significance of pantomime as a community event in Scotland. For example, 5,188 people gave their time to put on the 81 productions surveyed and these attracted a total attendance of 102,911 or 2% of the Scottish population. We estimate that the total attendance for the 132 non-professional pantomimes identified as happening in Scotland in 2008 at 165,662, suggesting that 3.2% of the population (around 1 in every 31 people in Scotland) attended a non-professional pantomime in 2008-09.

In total, the 81 community pantomimes spent £313,508 on production costs, an average of £3,823 per pantomime. However, budgets ranged widely, from a high of £44,000 to £50 for the smallest. The report also showed that most community pantomimes returned a profit - only 10 reported a loss, so 71 actually made (very small amounts of) money. Total receipts for the 81 pantomimes were £521,678.

Finally, the study estimated the value of volunteering in pantomime in Scotland in 2008-09. Based on the then UK minimum of £5.80 per hour
, volunteers in the 81 pantomimes who responded provided, free of charge, £678,604 worth of labour services to put on non-professional pantomime in Scotland in 2008-09. For the 132 non-professional pantomimes identified as happening in Scotland, this translates into £1,092,387 worth of free labour services to put on non-professional pantomime in that year.
�Source:  HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) national minimum wage pages.
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