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Key questions 

• are MOOCs are a suitable way of widening 

participation in University teaching?; 

• how can they can be developed and delivered 

sustainably?;  

• how can they can be linked with traditional forms of 

classroom teaching in forms of ‘blended learning’ so 

as to enhance student experience?; 

• can they can contribute to the University’s aim of 

fostering ‘excellence in teaching’ as defined in the 

L&T Strategy? 

 



Background 

• Our 2 MOOCs: ‘Right v Might’ and ‘Paris 1919’ 

• Reasons for getting involved 

• Who was involved? MOOCs as team efforts 

• UoG’s approach to MOOCs 

• Specific features of these two MOOCs  

• Overall assessment and key lessons 

 

 

 



Course statistics 



Course statistics continued 



Key considerations and challenges 

• Focus: identifying topic and audience 

• Interaction: how much mentoring?  

• Linkage: how close to existing classroom courses?  

• Marketing: how to reach the target audience? 

• Resources: time, money and expertise 

 

 

 

 



Pedagogy 

• “Post-MOOC”? SPOCs? 

• Massiveness  

• Openness 

 



Massiveness 

• Course content designed for ‘individual’ learner (xMOOC) 

• Massiveness related to discussions 

• Peer-review 

• Use of GTAs 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

















Openness 

• A question for the institution (and you!) – how open 

should we be? 
“Many thanks for a wonderful course. I have only just completed it but have thoroughly 

enjoyed it. I have learnt an enormous amount and will be on the lookout for the next course 

from University of Glasgow and in particular by you Christian” 

“Thank you very much to Professor Tams, the mentors and moderators for this wonderful 

experience. I can't wait for my next MOOC and I hope to see Professor Tams in a future 

FutureLearn course!” 

“I'm already looking forward to another course from Glasgow.” 

• The problem with copyright…. 



‘Supra-pedagogy’: peripheral issues 

• Complex, collaborative content…. 

• Rigorous, project-management approach to designing 

and delivering courses  

• Cross-disciplinary and cross-service approaches 

• L&T support staff 

• Working with third parties (e.g. FL and BBC)  
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Key questions revisited 

• are MOOCs are a suitable way of widening 

participation in University teaching?; 

• how can they can be developed and delivered 

sustainably?;  

• how can they can be linked with traditional forms of 

classroom teaching in forms of ‘blended learning’ so 

as to enhance student experience?; 

• can they can contribute to the University’s aim of 

fostering ‘excellence in teaching’ as defined in the 

L&T Strategy? 

 

 

 

 



Building and Executing MOOCs 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_395337_en.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TELT Newsletter 2&utm_content=TELT Newsletter 2+CID_9489ed815ba763366b48173f2a661327&utm_source=Email campaign School of Social Sciences&utm_term=Download it here

