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Technical notes 

1

/ˈ/

/ː/ /θ/ /j/

/x/ /ə/ as in about.
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Existing linguistic work on colours in the Bible 

/ˈkɔɪniː/

Basic Colour Theory 
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The source text 



 

 

Translation theory 
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Stage II – ֹאָדם 

ἐρυθρός

〈 〉

πυρρός 〈 〉 (see below).

אָדםֹ

/aːˈdoːm/

πυρρός 〈 〉

Stage III – Χλωρός 

צָהבֹ

/tsaːˈhoːv/

ξανθός 〈 〉



 

 

רֶק יֶֶ֫ /ˈjɛrɛq/

χλωρός

〈 ō 〉 χορτου 〈 〉

χλόη 〈 ē〉

Ξανθός 〈 〉,

Χλωρός 〈 ō 〉



 

 

χλωρός

〈 ō 〉

χλωρός 〈 ō 〉

http://biblehub.com/revelation/6-8.htm


 

 

λευκός 〈 〉

πυρρός 〈 〉

μέλας 〈 〉

ffl

ποικίλος 〈 〉

χλωρός 〈 ō 〉



 

 

χλωρός 〈 ō 〉

πυρρός 〈 〉 χλωρός 〈 ō 〉



 

 

Stage VII – Purple 

רְגָמָןאַ /argaːˈmaːn/

לֶת תְכ ֶ֫

/təˈxeːlɛθ/

אַרְגָמָן /argaːˈmaːn/ לֶת תְכ ֶ֫ /təˈxeːlɛθ/

שָניִ

/ʃaːˈniː/
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Πορφύρα 〈 〉
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http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/


 

 

Target date 1500 1600 1700 2000 

Actual dates 1473-1538 1596-1600 1699-1700 1984-1994 

Corpus EEBO EEBO EEBO BNC 

Sample size 100 100 100 100 

Cloth/clothing/dye  77  53  54  17 

Prestige/Expense  61  50  50  10 

Either of above  96  68  65  21 

Medicine (inc. plants, skin)   4   2   5  11 

Plants (not medicinal)   1  10   3  22 

Sin, whoredom, inferiority   5   9   5   2 

Fresh blood, gore   2   8   7   0 

Sky   0   0   2   8 

Misc. (none of above)   3  14  19  39 
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אַרְגָמָן /argaːˈmaːn/ πορφύρα 〈 〉



 

 

Conclusion 



 

 

 μέλας 〈 〉

 λευκός 〈 〉

 πυρρός 〈 〉

 χλωρός 〈 ō 〉

ffi
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