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Four obvious ways to advance our 

historical knowledge and understanding  

 

• Discover a new original document 

• Discover new information in a later manuscript 

• Propose a new way to read/explain an existing document 

• Develop new research tools that allow you to see and use 

sources in different way 



4. Develop new research tools that allow you 

to see and use sources in different way 

The People of Medieval Scotland 

1093–1314 

www.poms.ac.uk 

http://www.poms.ac.uk/




Formal details 

• Outcome of two AHRC projects: ‘Paradox of Medieval 

Scotland, 1093–1286’ (2007–2010), and ‘Breaking of 

Britain: cross-border society and Scottish 

independence, 1216–1314’, (2010–2013) 

• Amanda Beam, John Bradley, Dauvit Broun, John 

Reuben Davies, Matthew Hammond, Michele Pasin (with 

others), The People of Medieval Scotland, 1093 – 1314 

(Glasgow and London, 2012), www.poms.ac.uk. 

 

http://www.poms.ac.uk/


What is in the PoMS database? 

• All information about every individual involved in actions 

in Scotland or relating to Scotland in documents written 

between13 November 1093 and 6 November 1314.  

• Draws on over 8600 documents from this period that are 

directed by one or more individuals to others (either by 

name or in general terms). This allows the database to be 

structured according to the formal aspects of these 

documents. 

 



Purpose 

• To allow researchers at all levels to pursue their own 

questions about the 12,000+ people mentioned in these 

documents. 

• Searches can be simple or multi-layered. 

• New ways of accessing and visualising results quickly. 



2 ways of searching the 

database: 

 

1. Basic ‘Google’ search 

 

2. Search by ‘Browse’ 



1. Basic “Google” Search 



2. Search by ‘Browse’ 
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Viewing Records: 

 

1. Person 

 

2. Transaction 

 

3. Document (source) 
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Interactive ‘Labs’ 

1. Peoples Lives 

 

2. People Importance 

 

3. People Connections 

 

4. Transactions and Witnesses 
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3. ‘People Connections’ Lab: 

 

Connections Cloud and 

Relationships Explorer 



Mandatory elements 

• 2. John Balliol and Edward 1  

• Clearer sense of how John’s relationship with Edward I differed from 

Alexander III’s 



Documented interactions between Alexander III 

and Edward I 

• Close family relationship important 

• Edward I addresses few requests to Alexander 

• Alexander addresses many requests and announcements 

to Edward I: expects Edward I to listen to him 

• Alexander’s fealty to Edward not an issue after 1278 





EDWARD I 

ALEXANDER III 



EDWARD I 

ALEXANDER III 



ALEXANDER III EDWARD I 

Fealty 



Documented interactions between Edward I and 

John Balliol 

• Edward I addresses numerous commands and demands 

to John Balliol 

• John Balliol addresses many requests and petitions to 

Edward I: expects Edward I to listen to him 

• John’s fealty and homage a regular theme: his 

performance of homage mentioned frequently 



JOHN BALLIOL EDWARD I 



JOHN BALLIOL EDWARD I 



JOHN BALLIOL EDWARD I 


