	
	



University of Glasgow
Sustainability Working Group
Minute of 11 June 2026


Present: 	David Duncan (Chair) (DD), Jaime Toney (Co-Chair) (JT), Anna Brown (AB), Alina Chaunan (SRC) (AC), Josephine Gallagher (JG), David Hall (DH), Scott Hilditch (SH), Kevin Leomo (KL), Cormac McGinnity (GUEST) (CM), Eoghan Morris (SRC) (EM), Richard Reeve (RR), Fabrice Renaud (FR), Viola Retzlaff (VR), Inge Sorensen (IS), Roddy Yarr (RY)

Apologies: 	Avril Conacher (SRC), Peter Craig, Gioia Falcone, Kelum Gamage, Peter Haggarty, Stewart Miller, Sophie Renner, Amy Simmons (GUEST), Alasdair Thomson, Paloma Viegas (GUEST), Ronnie Webster

Attending:	Sarah Finlayson (Clerk), Evelyn McGarrie (Operations Manager, UG Commercial Ltd), Colin Pratt (Commercial Development Manager, Commercial Services), Pam Watson (UGCL Chef Manager, UG Commercial Ltd) 


SWG/2025/59 Welcome and Apologies

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and noted the apologies. 


SWG/2025/60 Previous Minutes and Actions

The minutes of 9 April were approved. 

 
SWG/2025/61 Sustainable Catering Review 

Guest Colin Pratt introduced Evelyn McGarrie and Pam Watson who presented Paper 3 – Sustainable Catering Review which showcased the sustainable practices undertaken across the catering services (retail, delivered catering and hospitality). 

The documentation referenced the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, covering procurement, supply chain, behaviours and workforce engagement. It was intended to help shift perspectives for consumers from quality to cost, considerations in food production, and the overall journey of food.

Improvements in health and nutrition were embedded into menu development. Increased sustainability through seasonality and surplus practices, such as soup and smoothies from excess fruit and veg, were also factored in.  Lower-emission menu items including plant-based alternatives, such as beans, lentils, chickpeas had been introduced. Menus were wide ranging, ensuring inclusivity by catering to a variety of dietary needs, allergens, and cultural requirements.

A provenance map with the support of Soil Association Scotland had been developed, demonstrating procurement locations, and highlighting local and key suppliers across food, materials, and equipment. This also included coffee and reusable cups, organic milk, zero single-use plastic water solutions and initiatives such as energy-efficient production methods.

Suppliers were encouraged to engage in the EcoVadis reporting tool, focusing on waste reduction, and the transition to Oracle for monitoring the carbon footprint of suppliers would inform future decision making. 

Work also contributed directly to the THE annual impact ranking awards, and accreditation standards were embedded into working practices. Awards had been achieved from Glasgow Sustainable Food Directory, the City of Food Plan Catering and Procurement, and the Food for Life Soil Association Award. 

The approach would be subject to continued monitoring of key performance indicators. 


SWG/2025/62 KPMG Climate Neutral Estate Audit Update

RY presented Paper 4 and the review of the climate-neutral estate plan, noting the work being done to reduce emissions and deliver Glasgow Green. 

RY reported that the audit determined a significant improvement and position, from amber/red to amber/green. The report recognised the importance of consultation, diligent technical analysis and financial modelling, governance and communications of projects. 

An update would be presented to the University Court on 22nd June. 


SWG/2025/63 RSPB Airds Moss Update

RR presented Paper 5 with an update on a reduced proposal for offsetting and partnership with RSPB and Airds Moss. The proposal of around £450,000 would include a small amount of offsetting, and would align with learning, teaching and research strategies. There may also be the opportunity to link to future global coalitions. 

The VPs for Research, and Learning &Teaching, were both supportive of the proposal. 

SWG were strongly supportive of the proposal in terms of the offsetting and sustainability agenda, and conversations would continue with the relevant parties regarding funding, governance and approval. 

Action – DD to discuss with Executive Director of Finance, Head of Estates Finance and 	 Director of Estates Projects


SWG/2025/64 Sustainable Travel Update

VR updated SWG on the review of the strategic travel and transport plan, which was now online. 

University of Glasgow - MyGlasgow - Sustainability [for students & staff] - Strategic Travel Planning - STTP 2026-2030

The plan contained an interactive dashboard showing the effect on carbon emissions if certain actions were implemented.  

Additionally, business travel support web pages had been updated to include links to the Insight Hub. 

University of Glasgow - MyGlasgow - Sustainability [for students & staff] - Business Travel

Trial membership to the Climate Action Barometer initiative, led by the International Education Sustainability Group, had begun and data submissions would allow for a benchmark comparison with other Universities. VR would report on progress in coming months. 

VR reported on previous projects that had been externally funded, such as the bicycle parking and e-bike lockers at Garscube campus. VR continued to research and apply for funding to improve on-campus facilities, as well as maintaining existing active travel facilities.

RR noted a useful website that may capture imagination, highlighting various modes of transport options. 

Isochronic Passage Chart for Travellers — 2026
CM added that GUEST were promoting alternative transport on social media.  VR would also link with Cindy Gray and Jason Gill on the Gallant project with Clyde Metro.


SWG/2025/65 Update from Centre for Sustainable Solutions

JT summarised the dialogues held during Climate Week, noting the extent of ambition and enthusiasm for a sustainable future, and stressing the importance of community stewardship and participation. The Centre is committed to practical projects which make a genuine impact on the city and where possible attraction additional investment to Glasgow. It collaborates with the Sustainable Glasgow Partnership which allows local authorities, HEIs and business to work in partnership to address sustainability goals. 

JT reported that CSS held a screening of “The People’s Emergency Briefing” documentary film in the Eco Hub with the Postgraduate Researcher Sustainability Network. Further screenings in the new academic term, with potential collaboration with SRC, were planned. 

CSS had also organised screenings of the “Purpose” Wellbeing Economies film and had developed guides on how to use the film within a teaching context. 


SWG/2025/66 GUEST Update

GUEST Coordinator CM reported that the transition period had begun, with the term for CM and Paloma Viegas ending. New coordinators Samantha Gibbons and Lily Robertson would join Amy Simmons in the next academic year. 

A “Library of Things” would be implemented in the Fraser Building in the new academic year, where students could rent one-off high price goods such as electronics, small kitchen appliances, and camping equipment. 

A Soup Kitchen, in collaboration with SRC and third sector organisation Slow Food Glasgow would be implemented over the summer. 


SWG/2025/67 AOB

KL reported on the Dear Green Music Science Festival, a collaborative and sustainable programme of music and research, taking place on Saturday 13th June in St. Mungo Square. The festival formed part of the Glasgow Science Festival and included two renewably powered stages (hydrogen and solar). IS added that public engagement included an animation workshop using sustainable materials. 

JT noted ongoing conversations with Glasgow City Council and Glasgow Changing Futures, about reviving Glasgow's role as a UNESCO city for music with a future focus on sustainability. 


SWG/2025/68 Date of next meeting

Date of next meeting: Thursday 13th August 2026 10am – 12noon
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