
KATHLEEN BOYD ANNOUNCED AS HEHTA DIRECTOR
EMMA MCINTOSH BECOMES HEAD OF SHW

Kathleen Boyd became Director of HEHTA in April , replacing Emma
McIntosh who was appointed as Head of the School of Health and
Wellbeing (SHW) in March.

Kathleen said:  ‘I'm very excited to step into this role. Having been part of
HEHTA for 19 years, I've had the privilege of seeing it grow and develop into
the diverse and highly successful team it is today, reflecting the vision,
leadership and dedication of previous Directors. I'm incredibly proud to take
the reins and lead HEHTA forward into its next chapter."

Zhongwei Institute of HTA Visits HEHTA
In July, we welcomed a visiting delegation from the Zhongwei Institute
of HTA, China. The visiting team presented the key features of their
HTA agent and automated report-generation workflow, alongside their
public-interest HTA report repository and review process. Kathleen
Boyd, supported by Lili Wei, responded with contributions on AI in
evidence synthesis (Dikshyanta Rana), the use of AI in decision
modelling (Martyna Chabalowska), and broader perspectives on AI in
HTA from David McAllister. The colleagues were also joined by
Honghan Wu, expert in health informatics and AI, and Emma
McIntosh, Head of SHW.

In June, HEHTA hosted a succesful
Health Economists’ Study Group
(HESG) meeting which was attended
by 156 delegates who discussed 44
papers over 3 days at The Social Hub in
Glasgow, with the highlight being a
ceilidh dinner dance at GUU!
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Bringing our community together

NEW STUDY: GAMBLING REFORM & THE ECONOMY

Lead author Martin-Taylor Rowan said: ‘This is the
largest meta-analysis on the topic of using regional
anaesthesia for the prevention of chronic post-
surgical pain.  

‘Our network meta-analysis provides new insights
into the possible importance of the type of regional
anaesthesia that is used and the timepoint it is
administered on the effectiveness of regional
anaesthesia for preventing chronic post-surgical
pain.’ 

Well done to Martin, Nishant Jaiswal, Olivia Wu and
the rest of the Complex Reviews Synthesis Unit!

Katherine Simpson is lead author on a new policy brief ‘Developing
Principles for Responsible Investment in Coastal and Marine Natural
Capital’ which explores how Scotland can attract responsible private
investment to support marine and coastal ecosystem restoration
while delivering environmental and community benefits. 

The report was a collaboration between academic, policy and
industry partners and was funded by Scotland Beyond Net Zero and
MASTS (Marine Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland). 

It draws on evidence and discussions from a workshop involving
policymakers, regulators, researchers, practitioners and industry
representatives, helping to shape practical principles for responsible
investment in Scotland’s coastal and marine natural capital.

Regional anaesthesia and chronic postsurgical
pain: a systematic review and network meta-
analysis
British Journal of Anaesthesia 

HEHTA SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2026

Later trading hours for bars and clubs can lead
to more alcohol-related ambulance call-outs
and crimes.
 
A new natural experimental evaluation study
led by Nurnabi Sheikh and Jim Lewsey has
quantified the impact of increasing alcohol
trading hours on key outcomes of interest to
licensing policymakers.

The BMJ Public Health-published research,
which is the first of its kind in Scotland, looked
at the impact of extensions to bar and club
licences in Aberdeen and Glasgow.

STUDY HIGHLIGHT: PUB
OPENING HOURS & AMULANCES
CALLOUTS

REPORT HIGHLIGHT: 
DEVELOPING PRINCIPLES FOR RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT IN

COASTAL AND MARINE NATURAL CAPITAL

The Macroeconomic Impact of Reducing Gross Gambling
Yield: An Empirically Informed Model
A new National Institute of Economic and Social Research
(NIESR) study looks at what happens to the economy if
gambling reform successfully reduces how much people spend
on gambling. The economic analysis was led by Emma
McIntosh, Jingyi Gu and Katherine Simpson and it’s hoped the
study will help inform current debates on gambling regulation
and harm reduction.

We were delighted to be part of the School of Health and
Wellbeing's first Global Public Health in Action Summer School in
July! 

Well done to co-leads Heather Fraser and Robert Heggie, as well as
Pankaj Bahuguna, Nicola McMeekin, Dikshyanta Rana and
Francesco Manca, for making sure the first summer school cohort
had a great experience at the University of Glasgow!

Next year’s summer school dates will be announced soon.

RESEARCH NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nurnabi-sheikh-35979b94/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jim-lewsey-46615351/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmj-company/
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SUMMER GRADUATIONS 2026
  We’re extremely proud of everyone who graduated this summer! Well done, all!

Septiara 
Putri

Sansanee 
Seetangkham

 

Yuejiao Duan
&

Fabiola L. Villaffuerte

Chiara 
Hill-Harding

Shayesteh
Moghadas

Congratulations to PhD student Katja Kraljević on
successfully defending her thesis 'Are all good jobs
alike and is every bad job bad in its own way? Job
quality, workplace wellbeing and health across the
European Union'. 

Katja was supervised by Evangelia Demou, Peter
Craig, and Theocharis Kromydas, viva convenor was
Eliud Kibuchi and viva examiners were Chris
Warhurst and Tanya Wilson. 

Congrats also to Elaine Butterly, supervised by David
McAllister and Robert Lindsay, who passed her vivia
just before the summer. 
Well done , Katja and Elaine!

VIVA SUCCESS

OLIVIA WU
ANNOUNCED AS NIHR

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

In June, it was announced Olivia Wu
is now leading the NIHR Programme
Grants for Applied Research
alongside her current director role of
the NIHR Better Methods Better
Research programme and the
National Research Collaboration
Programme. Olivia holds the William
R Lindsay Chair of Health Economics
at HEHTA and leads the  Complex
Reviews Synthesis Unit which hosts
one of the nine Evidence Synthesis
Groups funded by NIHR.

TEAM SUCCESSES

Joan 
Quigley

https://www.linkedin.com/company/hehta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crsu-complex-reviews-synthesis-unit/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crsu-complex-reviews-synthesis-unit/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crsu-complex-reviews-synthesis-unit/


EXTERNAL SEMINAR SERIES
Evaluating the road injury impacts of 
clean air zones
Dr Anthony Laverty
Imperial College 
2pm-3.30pm

SEP
23

UPCOMING SHORT COURSES & EVENTS
  We have three online short courses upcoming in the first term from 21  September - 4  December. st th
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  HEHTA’s external seminar series two upcoming talks: Dr Anthony Laverty and Melissa Pegg.

ONLINE SHORT COURSES
21 SEPTEMBER - 4 DECEMBER 2026
 

  Early HTA with Decision-Analytic Modelling 
  HTA: Policy & Principles 
  Maximising the Value of Clinical Trial Data:  Advanced Analysis for Economic
Evaluation & Modelling 

OCT 
23

EXTERNAL SEMINAR SERIES
Incorporating environmental sustainability
into health technology assessment
Melissa Pegg 
York Health Economics Consortium
11.30pm-1pm



Volunteer Info
Session

Interested in giving back but not sure where to start?
This session will walk you through our mission, current
opportunities, and ways you can get involved. From
behind-the-scenes support to hands-on community
service, there’s a role for everyone. RSVP online to
receive the meeting link.

Stay tuned for our Winter Program Guide, featuring
seasonal service projects, new classes, and opportunities
for involvement during the holidays.

Jordan Lee
This month, we’re celebrating the incredible commitment
of Jordan Lee, a longtime volunteer who has been with us
since the early days of Harvest Community Group. Jordan
spends countless hours each week coordinating food
distributions and mentoring new volunteers.

What makes Jordan stand out is not just his reliability but
his genuine compassion—he always takes the time to learn
names, listen to stories, and encourage those who may be
struggling. 

Outside of volunteering, Jordan is an avid gardener who
loves sharing fresh produce with neighbors and teaching
kids about sustainable growing. His kindness reminds us
that giving back isn’t just about hours logged—it’s about
creating connections that last.
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Presentations & Publications

PUBLICATIONS

APRIL
Formstone A, Miranda ME, Cruz VD,
Manzanilla DR, Rees EM et al (includes Craig
P). Process mapping the One Health response
to a rabies outbreak in the Philippines. BMJ
Global Health. April 2026. 

Banks CJ, Simpson K, Hanley N, Kao RR.
Assessing the potential impact of
environmental land management schemes on
emergent infectious disease risks. Journal of
Environmental Management. 1 April 2026.

Murphy P, Walker S, Putri S, Sculphr M, Griffin
S. What is the Value of Developing an HTA
Process? P. Murphy et al.
PharmacoEconomics. 2 April 2026.

Hill-Harding CK, Barsalou L, Papies E.
Beyond symptomatic support: Students’
emotional experiences with climate change
and how universities can help. Global
Environmental Psychology. 3 April 2026.

Sesay IJ, Sesay S, Wurie-Kamara H, Tengbe
SM, Fullah S et al (includes Kibuchi E).
Intersectional inequalities in healthcare
utilisation in informal settlements in
Freetown, Sierra Leone: a multilevel analysis
of individual heterogeneity and discriminatory
accuracy (MAIHDA). International Journal for
Equity in Health. 14 April 2026.

Taylor EL, Gray KM, Sutherland D, Allard A,
Carr J et al (includes McMeekin N). Parenting,
family interventions and sibling support
offered by local authority services for families
of children with intellectual disabilities. NIHR
Open Research. 16 April 2026.

Deo SV, Ciminata G, Mahalwar G, Salerno PR,
McAllister DA et al. Assessing the Cost
Effectiveness of an Incremental Lipid‐
Lowering Therapy Approach After Coronary
Artery Bypass Grafting Using Nationwide Data.
Journal of the American Heart Association. 21
April 2026.

PUBLICATIONS

Sheikh N, Lewsey J, Henriques-Cadby I, Angus
C, Manca F, Haghpanahan H et al (includes
McIntosh E). Impact of later trading hours for
bars and clubs on alcohol-related ambulance
call-outs and crimes in Scotland: a controlled
interrupted time series study. BMJ public
health. 27 April 2026.

MAY
Taylor-Rowan M, Gartly R, Burton JK, Ellis G,
Mitchell L, Quinn TJ. Psychometric evaluation
of the Healthcare Improvement Scotland ‘Think
Frailty’ tool in unscheduled care settings. Age
and Ageing. 21 May 2026.

McParland J, Booth L, Dibben G, Abaraogu U,
Wainwright E et al (includes Demou E).
Interventions to enhance work participation in
people with chronic pain: A systematic review
and meta‐analysis including analysis of
complex psychological intervention
components. British Journal of Health
Psychology. May 2026. 

Emslie C, Maxwell K, O’Donnell R, Mitchell G,
Cook M et al (includes Lewsey J & McIntosh
E). How are bars and nightclubs in Scotland
using extensions in late-night alcohol trading
hours? Venue observation study. International
Journal of Drug Policy. 1 May 2026.

Ara G, de Roos B, Little DC, Mamun AA, Hassan
R et al (includes Grieve E). Association of Fish
Consumption with the Omega-3 Index and
Vitamin D Status among Adolescent Females in
the Southwest Coastal Zone of Bangladesh.
The Journal of Nutrition. 6 May 2026.

Baxter AJ, Tindall M, Wickham S, Marimpi M,
Brown H et al (includes Katikireddi SV & Craig
P). Impacts of the Universal Credit welfare
reform on well-being: a natural experiment
study using UK population survey data. BMJ
public health. 7 May 2026.

Kaur N, Lewsey J, Carlin C, Ho F, Walker E et al
(includes Geue C). Incidence and outcomes of
patients hospitalised with COPD in Greater
Glasgow and Clyde, Scotland 2015–2022: a
retrospective cohort study. BMC Pulmonary
Medicine. 26 May 2026.
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Presentations & Publications

PUBLICATIONS

Navarrete Chávez G, García Gutiérrez A, Andrade
Ortíz D, Kopasker D, Dundas R, Katikireddi SV, Unit on
the Social and Environmental Determinants of Health
Inequalities (SEDHI). Addressing social determinants
of health and equity in early childhood: a qualitative
document analysis of national policies in Ecuador.
International Journal for Equity in Health. 29 May
2026.

Niedzwiedz C, Thomas R, Hill-Harding C, Campbell
M, Rochow T et al. Reducing the mental health and
wellbeing impacts of flooding: Informing cross-policy
action in Scotland. Centre of Expertise for Waters
(CREW). 28 May 2026.

JUNE

Davies A, Grieve E, McCombie L, McIntosh A,
McConnachie A et al. Cost‐effectiveness of the
diabetes remission clinical trial
(DiRECT)/Counterweight‐Plus weight management
programme, based on 5‐year follow‐up. Diabetic
Medicine. June 2026.

Manca F, Mackay D, Lewsey J. Are We in Control?
How Best to Include a Control Group in Interrupted
Time Series Designs: A Simulation Study. Journal of
Evaluation in Clinical Practice. June 2026.

Hill‐Harding CK, Papies EK, Barsalou LW, Reid K.
From hope and action to giving up: Students' stories
of coping with climate change. Applied Psychology:
Health and Well‐Being. June 2026.

Owusu Achiaw S and Sharp L and Grieve E.
Evaluation of Hospital at Home in Scotland: Phase 1
Findings Report. Documentation. Scottish
Government. June 2026. 

Williams AD, Jacob N, Moriarty Y, Grozeva D, Lloyd B
et al (includes Achiaw SO, Deidda M). Critical time
intervention to prevent homelessness and improve
health for people leaving prison: the PHaCT pilot RCT.
Public Health Research. 4 June 2026.

Rodriguez A, Ruano MA, Borbor MJ, Craig P et al
(includes Calderon M). Road safety policies and
motor vehicle fatalities in Ecuador: a geographical
and temporal analysis from 1990 to 2022. BMJ Public
Health. 9 June 2026.

Gartly R, Elliott E, Taylor-Rowan M, Drozdowska B,
Watt J, Quinn TJ. The limited diagnostic and
prognostic utility of brief cognitive screening tools in
acute stroke. European Stroke Journal. 11 June 2026.

Cliffe B, Joyner L, Marzano L, Phillips P, Willis A et al
(includes Craig P,  Deidda M, Ciminata G).
Surveillance technologies for suicide prevention in
public places: a scoping review of their nature and
feasibility. Archives of Suicide Research. 9 June 2026.

PUBLICATIONS

Lewis R, Turner B, Riddell J, Campbell M, Mitchell KR.
Definition and framework of sexual wellbeing for
population health: a modified Delphi study. BMJ
Sexual & Reproductive Health. 2026 Jun 23.

Iaconelli A, Morsy MI, Friday JM, Pellicori P, Elyan BM
et al (includes Lewsey J). Cancer and heart failure:
prevalence, incidence, and prognosis in Scotland.
European Heart Journal. 21 June 2026.

Lam WW, Demou E, Ho FK. Environmental hazards at
work and mental health: a UK Biobank Retrospective
Cohort Study. Journal of Occupational &
Environmental Medicine. 19 June 2026.

Steel EJ, Duncan SF, Hall M, Maclay JD, Stobo DB et al
(incudes Germeni E). Patient and staff acceptability of
an artificial intelligence software to prioritize chest X-
rays in an NHS setting: A qualitative evaluation. BMC
Health Services Research. 18 June 2026.

Shimonovich M, Hamilton OK, Craig P, McCartney
G, Pearce A, Katikireddi SV, Thomson RM.
Evaluability assessment of a targeted national anti-
child poverty policy: option appraisal for evaluating
the Scottish Child Payment. Health Research Policy
and Systems. 17 June 2026.

Ghaemi S, Norouziasl R, Bafkar N, Ganjeh BJ,
Djafarian K et al (includes Shab Bidar S). Association
of macronutrient quality at dinner versus breakfast
with body composition in adults living in Tehran:
results from a cross-sectional study. BMC nutrition. 12
June 2026.

Thomas L, Brown A, Hunt K, Ashton L, Morgan P et al
(includes Demou E & McMeekin N). Improving family
relationships and wellbeing of imprisoned fathers and
their children: Adaptation and pilot of the ‘Healthy
Dads, Healthy Kids-Prisons’ programme. International
Journal of Prison Health. 8 June 2026.

Asgari Avini N, Shahinfar H, Yazdian Z, Ranjbar M,
Shab-Bidar S. Effects of multiple micronutrient
supplementation on cognitive function in children: a
systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized
controlled trials. Nutritional Neuroscience. 2 June
2026.

Biswas S, Heggie R, Canning J. Assessing the
relationship between nasal decongestant use and
hypertension in UK Biobank: A cross-sectional study.
Public Health Toxicology. 22 June 2026.

Christiaens A, Wang A, McAllister DA, McManus RJ,
Sheppard JP. Effect of antihypertensive medication
reduction on short-term blood pressure control in
older adults: calibration of OPTiMISE trial results to
real-world primary care data. Age and Ageing. June
2026.
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Presentations & Publications

PUBLICATIONS

JULY
Guimarães JM, Pescarini JM, Moncayo AL,
Craig P, da Silva SA et al. Racial inequities in
cervical cancer mortality and the role of the
Bolsa Família conditional cash transfer
programme: results from the 100 Million
Brazilian Cohort. The Lancet Regional Health–
Americas. October 2026 (first published online
July 2026).

Duan Y, Skivington K, Meginnis K, Boyd KA. Use
of a discrete choice experiment to support the
service design of the safer drug consumption
facility in Scotland. International Journal of
Drug Policy. October 2026 (first published
online July 2026). 

Purba AK, Petticrew M, Katikireddi SV, Mooker
J, McKee M. Adolescent social media
restrictions: are we missing the bigger picture?
bmj. July 2026.

Grieve E, Desai H, Wright CM. What Is The
Opportunity Cost Of Funding Ready-To-Use
Supplementary Foods Compared To
Counselling For Moderate Malnutrition? July
2026.

Kearns RJ, Kyzayeva A, Singh S, Lawlor DA,
Shaw M, Nelson S. Epidural analgesia in labour
and neonatal and childhood outcomes:
national population-based cohort study. bmj.
July 20926.

Lean M, Davies A. Re: Interpreting the cost-
effectiveness of diabetes remission
programmes beyond the durability of
remission. Diabetic Medicine. 7 July 2026.

Broadbent P, Purba A, Thomson R,
Shimonovich M, Taylor R et al (includes
Katikireddi SV). Converting effect measures to
create common metrics for synthesis: A
resource for conducting systematic reviews
and meta-analyses. Wellcome Open Research.
5 July 2026.

Meredith L, Skouteris H, Alderson S, Bajre M,
Barker RE et al (includes Heggie R). Integrating
health economics and implementation
science: a call to action. BMC Medical
Research Methodology. 4 July 2026.

PUBLICATIONS

Joyner L, Cliffe B, Mackenzie JM, Hawton K, Craig P,
Marzano L. Effectiveness of surveillance technology for
the prevention of suicides in public spaces: a
systematic review. BMJ Public Health. 1 July 2026.
 2026.

Taylor-Rowan M, Mactier I, Nevill C, Said R, Fisher et al
(includes Bidar SS & Jaiswal N). Regional anaesthesia
and chronic postsurgical pain: a systematic review and
network meta-analysis. British Journal of Anaesthesia.
9 July 2026.

Silva SA, Dias FD, Guimarães JM, Casais G, Moncayo AL
et al (incudes Katikireddi SV). Impact of a non-
contributory pension for older adults on hospitalisations
and mortality: a protocol for a natural experimental
study of the Brazilian continuous cash benefit. July
2026.

Zavalloni M, Simpson K, Hanley N. A Targeting Bonus
for More Effective Agri‐Environmental Policy.
Agricultural Economics. July 2026.

Huang Y-T, Gregory B, Greenwood S, Germeni E. The
value of qualitative research in randomized controlled
trials involving drugs and medical devices: a systematic
mapping review. International Journal of Technology
Assessment in Health Care.  7 July 2026.

PRESENTATIONS

Peter Craig. Connecting Evidence and Action in Suicide
Prevention and Mental Health Care. NIHR PHIRST,
London Guildhall. 6 May 2026. 

Chiara Hill-Harding. From evidence to action: climate
change, flooding and mental Health. Dovecot Studios,
Edinburgh. 2 June 2026.

Nurnabi Sheikh. Designing a Target Trial Emulation to
Evaluate the Effectiveness of GPS Electronic Monitoring
on Recidivism in England and Wales. 4 June 2026.
Sheffield, UK. 

Robert Heggie. The cost-effectiveness of a risk
prediction model for preventing incident stroke. Society
for Medical Decision Making. 28 June 2026. Oslo,
Norway.

Andy Baxter. Evaluating the health impacts of Universal
Credit: a microsimulation study. HESG Winter Meeting.
10 June 2026. The Social Hub, Glasgow.
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