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Joseph Summerton, Senior Videographer
The journey to this fellowship actually started back in 2024 at a conference. I was there presenting on my video work, and the head of a Canadian university's media production team was presenting on theirs. We hit it off over our mutual passion for video, shared a few drinks at a casino-themed party that evening, and connected on LinkedIn.
Fast forward a few years, and the opportunity to apply for the Robbie Ewen Fellowship Award landed in my inbox. Immediately, I thought of that connection. I reached out to see if they would be open to hosting me for a week to learn how they run their video services, and to my delight, they were happy to facilitate the visit.
After flying from Glasgow to Toronto, my host kindly welcomed me to the campus to ensure I settled into the area. I spent the weekend battling some jet lag and exploring the leafy suburbs of the local town before the work week officially kicked off. On Monday, I was introduced to the wider media team and their Multimedia Coordinator, who I would end up spending the majority of my time with.
It was fascinating to compare our day-to-day operations. The biggest structural difference is the business model: while I provide a subsidised service that is free to staff at my School, their department operates as a paid, cost-recovery service. The coordinator walked me through their internal process for generating quotes and managing video requests. It gave me a lot of great insights into how they manage client expectations and track project timelines.
One of the best parts of the week was realising how much we could learn from each other's distinct backgrounds. The coordinator came from the commercial film industry, having worked extensively as a lighting assistant. We spent a lot of time looking at their technical setups, and he took me through various advanced lighting configurations. This hands-on learning was incredibly valuable, and it is knowledge I am already excited to apply to my own upcoming video projects to elevate our production value.
I was also lucky enough to be there just as the team was holding their end-of-term celebration. They invited me along on a staff trip to Niagara Falls, which was an unbelievable experience. Getting right up to the falls on a boat ride was spectacular (and very damp!). Experiencing one of the natural wonders of the world alongside the team was a true privilege.
The entire experience was fantastic from start to finish. Not only have I gained fresh perspectives on how video services operate in a different higher education setting, but I’ve built a strong international network. I have always been a massive advocate for international travel and professional exchange. I would highly encourage anyone thinking about applying for this fellowship to grasp the opportunity with both hands. It is a brilliant way to see a new part of the world, learn new skills, and bring fresh ideas back home.
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