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[JINGLE] 

 

Dr Esa Aldegheri 

ْ
 
لْْه 

ً
لْ ْسَْوَْْا

ً
أَْْْْها ,ْbenvenuti,ْfàilte,ْtitambire,ْwelcomeْtoْtheْpodcastْseriesْofْtheْUNESCOْ

ChairْinْRefugeeْIntegrationْthroughْLanguagesْandْtheْArtsْatْtheْUniversityْofْGlasgow.ْWeْ

bringْyouْsoundsْaboutْintegration,ْlanguages,ْculture,ْsocietyْandْidentity. 

 

[JINGLE] 

 

Dr Esa Aldegheri 

WeْareْluckyْtoْhaveْBlessingْwithْusْwhoْisْgoingْtoْtalkْaboutْtheْlearnedْabilityْtoْcoexistْ

peacefully,ْ sharingْ insightsْ fromْ herْ currentْ workْ withْ studentsْ andْ teachersْ inْ Nigeria,ْ

focusingْonْstrategiesْforْintegratingْglobalْcitizenshipْeducationْintoْclassroomْlearningْwithْ

theْaimْtoْpromoteْpeaceْsoْsheْwillْshareْsomeْofْtheْwaysْinْwhichْsheْhasْusedْwritingْ

andْ filmْ andْ otherْ creativeْ waysْ ofْ workingْ toْ takeْ actionْ forْ peopleْ toْ becomeْ moreْ

peacefulْwithin.ْSoْpleaseْjoinْmeْinْwelcomingْBlessingْOluchukwuْAwamba,ْwhoْisْgoingْ

toْshareْherْworkْandْknowledgeْwithْus. 

 

Blessing Oluchukwu Awamba 

Thankْyouْsoْmuch,ْDr.ْEsa,ْforْtheْintroductionsْandْthankْyouْsoْmuch,ْeveryone.ْBeforeْIْ

diveْin,ْI'dْloveْtoْhearْfromْeveryone.ْWhenْyouْthinkْofْtheْwordْpeace,ْwhat'sْtheْfirstْ

wordْthatْcomesْtoْmind?ْI'dْlikeْtoْforْusْtoْbeginْwithْthat. 

 

Dr Esa Aldegheri 

So,ْyep,ْsoْtheْchatْisْcomingْupْthere'sْwater,ْwar. 

 



 

Blessing Oluchukwu Awamba 

Reallyْ good.ْ Wow.ْ Wow.ْ Reallyْ good.ْ Reallyْ good.ْ Thankْ youْ soْ much,ْ everyone,ْ forْ

participatingْinْthisْexerciseْwithْme.ْYouْseeْthatْevenْinْtheseْfewْminutesْwithْtheseْfewْ

words,ْweْhaveْsuccessfullyْbrokenْdownْpeaceْintoْwaysْthatْitْconcernsْus.ْAndْwhatْmyْ

presentationْisْgoingْtoْdoْisْbuildْonْyourْexistingْknowledgeْaboutْpeaceْbutْthisْtimeْI'mْ

goingْtoْbeْshowingْyouْsimpleْstrategiesْthatْ Iْemployْ inْmyْworkْofْpreventativeْpeaceْ

buildingْacrossْNigeriaْandْclassrooms.ْItْisْmyْhopeْthatْyouْfindْsomethingْthatْyouْcanْ

adaptْ toْyourْownْuniqueْcontextْasْwellْ fromْthis.ْSoْ thankْyouْsoْmuch,ْeveryone,ْ forْ

participatingْveryْactively.ْIْcanْalreadyْtellْthatْthisْisْnotْjustْaْZoomْroom,ْbutْaْbusْfullْofْ

peaceْbuilders.ْHaha.ْIْthinkْIْshouldْhaveْlandedْtheْjokeْaْbitْbetter.ْWell,ْyeah,ْthankْyou. 

 

Now,ْ itْ isْcommonْknowledgeْ thatْviolenceْ isْnotْ inherentْhumanْbehaviorْhowever,ْ itْ isْ

learnedْbehavior.ْMostْpeopleْknowْthat.ْButْweْassumeْthatْasْsoonْasْaْpersonْisْtermedْ

learnedْorْeducated,ْthatْpersonْisْsupposedْtoْautomaticallyْvalueْpeacefulْeducation.ْAndْ

that'sْwhereْwe'veْbeenْgettingْ itْwrong.ْWeْunderstandْthatْviolenceْ isْ learned,ْbutْweْ

leaveْpeaceْtoْchance.ْWeْleaveْitْthat,ْOK,ْasْsoonْasْsomeone,ْasْsoonْasْlearnersْgoْtoْ

schoolْandْtheyْcomeْoutْasْgraduatesْand lْearn iْt,ْthenْtheyْbecomeْautomaticallyْpeaceful. 

 

Thatْhasْnotْbeenْtheْcaseْinْrecentْtimes.ْAndْweْhaveْseenْit.ْEvenْtheْIEPْreportsْthatْ

globalْconflictsْareْtheْhighestْsinceْWorldْWarْII.ْNow,ْwhatْthisْprovesْisْthatْpeopleْwillْ

notْjustْpickْupْpeacefulْactionsْorْpeacefulْhabits.ْPeopleْwillْnotْ justْpickْitْupْfromْtheْ

classroomْbecauseْtheْtruthْis,ْinْmanyْclassrooms,ْthereْisْnoْpeacefulْcoexistenceْalreadyْ

existing.ْ Andْ thereْ areْ noْ measuresْ toْ ensureْ thatْ peaceْ isْ availableْ andْ activeْ inْ theْ

classrooms.ْSo,ْweْhaveْtoْunderstandْandْbeginْtoْseeْpeaceْasْaْskillْthatْweْlearnْthatْweْ

buildْuponْandْthatْweْcontinuouslyْpractice.ْThisْisْoneْofْmyْfavouriteْquotesْbecauseْofْ

howْexpressiveْitْis.ْAndْI'llْbeْsharingْwithْyouْhowْmyْworkْisْusingْschoolsْasْvehiclesْtoْ

bridgeْtheْgapْofْpeaceْeducationْacrossْNigerianْclassroomsْandْmakeْitْaْpartْofْeverydayْ

living.ْBecauseْinْtheْworldْfilledْwithْsoْmuchْviolenceْandْsoْmuchْconflict,ْtheseْareْtheْ

skillsْthatْweْtrulyْneedْforْtoday'sْworldْandْevenْforْtheْfuture. 

 



Now,ْtheْschoolْasْaْbus.ْIْlikeْtoْthinkْofْyourْschoolْasْaْbusْandْofْcourse,ْeveryْbusْhasْ

theْpotentialْtoْtakeْitsْpassengersْofْtheْbus,ْtheْoccupants,ْtoْaْparticularْdestination.ْNow,ْ

whatْmyْworkْdoesْisْhelpْteachersْandْschoolْleadersْtoْnotْjustْseeْtheْclassroomْandْtheْ

schoolْ asْ somewhereْ whereْ learnersْ justْ comeْ toْ learnْ ABCْ andْ 123ْ andْ learnْ toْ

comprehendْgrammar.ْHowever,ْIْamْhelpingْteachersْandْschoolْleadersْtoْseeْthemselvesْ

asْtheْdriversْofْthisْvehicle,ْasْtheْdriversْofْthisْbus.ْNow,ْratherْthanْtheْclassicْclassroomْ

settingْofْtheْteacherْstandsْinْfrontْofْtheْclassroomْlikeْI'mْstandingْrightْnowْandْtalkingْ

toْtheْlearners,ْwhatْmyْworkْhasْbeenْdoingْisْtoْhelpْteachersْtoْincorporateْessayْwriting,ْ

games,ْfilms,ْreflections,ْshowْandْtellْactivities,ْasْwellْasْcollaborationْinْthisْbus.ْNowْyouْ

mayْbeْwondering,ْokay,ْyes,ْnowْallْofْtheseْthingsْareْnowْhereْinْthisْbus.ْWhereْareْweْ

headed?ْI'mْgoingْtoْshareْthatْwithْyou. 

 

Now,ْweْareْhelpingْteachersْtoْseeْthemselvesْasْdriversْtowardْtheseْimportantْskillsْthatْ

incorporateْ peaceْ building,ْ creativity,ْ empathy,ْ environmentalْ awareness,ْ resilienceْ andْ

criticalْthinking.ْBecauseْweْunderstandْthatْtheْpeopleْwhoْareْgoingْtoْsolveْtheْchallengesْ

ofْnowْandْfutureْgenerationsْareْpeopleْwhoْhaveْtheseْskillsْandْwhoْcontinueْtoْlearnْ

andْmasterْthem.ْNow,ْtheseْareْsupposedْtoْbeْtheْtrueْdefinitionsْofْeducation.ْTheseْareْ

supposedْtoْbeْtheْskillsْthatْshouldْbeْusedْtoْevaluateْlearnersْthat,ْoh,ْhowْdoْweْknowْ

howْlearnedْyouْare?ْHowْdoْweْknowْifْyouْareْtrulyْ learned?ْTheseْareْtheْskillsْthatْIْ

believeْareْvery,ْveryْcriticalْforْourْworldْandْforْtheْworldْtoْcomeْifْweْareْgoingْtoْmoveْ

outْofْourْcurrentْrecurringْcycleْofْviolenceْandْconflicts.ْThatْbyْtheْtimeْthatْlearnersْareْ

considered,ْlearnedْorْeducated,ْtheyْareْalsoْpeaceْbuildersْalongsideْwhatsoeverْcareerْ

pathْtheyْhaveْchosen,ْwhetherْtheyْareْdoctorsْorْliteraryْiconsْorْartists,ْwhateverْitْmayْ

beْ theyْ haveْ thatْ alongsideْ beingْ activelyْ proactiveْ towardْ peacefulْ coexistenceْ aroundْ

them. 

 

Now,ْmyْvisionْ isْ toْbuildْaْgenerationْ thatْvaluesْempathyْandْ resilienceْasْessentialْasْ

literacyْandْnumeracy.ْAndْI'mْgoingْtoْshareْwithْyouْhowْIْhaveْbeenْachievingْthis.ْIْhaveْ

beenْusingْtheseْtwoْstrategies,ْpedagogy,ْasْwellْasْyouthْengagement,ْ toْworkْthisْoutْ

acrossْ classrooms.ْ Now,ْ pedagogyْ byْ engagingْ withْ teachers,ْ helpingْ themْ inْ theirْ

classrooms,ْasْwellْasْyouthْengagement,ْbyْconstantlyْspeakingْwithْyoungerْpeople,ْI'mْaْ

youthْmyself,ْbutْwhen Iْْsayْyouthْhere, Iْْmean lْikeْprimaryْschool lْearners,ْsecondaryْschoolْ



learners,ْhelpingْthemْtoْseeْtheْessenceْofْpeacefulْcoexistence.ْAndْI'mْgoingْtoْshareْthatْ

withْyou.ْExplainْthisْinْaْbit. 

 

Nowْforْyouthْengagement,ْIْcreatedْaْschoolْclub,ْWhatْHaveْIْDoneْforْtheْSchoolْClub?ْ

Andْ thisْ clubْ currentlyْ runsْ acrossْ schoolsْ inْ Lagosْ State,ْNigeriaْ andْwhatْweْdoْ inْ thisْ

schoolْclub,ْit'sْlikeْaْhubْforْyoungْpeopleْwhoْareْinterestedْinْlearningْmoreْaboutْyourْ

community,ْbecauseْweْunderstandْthatْyouْcannotْbeْtalkingْaboutْpeacefulْcoexistenceْorْ

peaceْinْanْabstractْform.ْWeْbringْyoungْpeopleْtogether,ْandْweْtalkْaboutْtheْchallengesْ

thatْtheirْcommunitiesْareْfacing,ْandْhowْtheyْcanْbeْpartْofْtheْsolutions,ْhelpingْthemْtoْ

seeْthemselvesْasْpartْofْtheْsolutionsْandْnotْjustْvictimsْinْwhateverْsituationsْareْgoingْ

onْinْtheirْcommunities.ْWeْalsoْhaveْlikeْaْpeaceْthemedْessayْcontest,ْweْheldْoneْlastْ

year,ْandْweْmadeْsureْtoْprovideْincentivesْtoْtheْstudents,ْweْprovidedْscholarshipsْtoْ

encourageْthemْtoْseeْthemselvesْasْtheseْsolutionْbringersْtoْtheirْcommunities;ْandْforْ

lastْyear'sْessayْcontest,ْtheْthemeْofْtheْessayْcontestْwas,ْweْwentْtoْaْcommunityْwhereْ

gangْviolenceْwasْprevalentْandْthenْweْaskedْtheْyoungْpeopleْthatْpeopleْinْprimaryْandْ

secondaryْschoolsْtoْwriteْusْanْessayْandْreflectْonْhowْtheirْeducationْandْtheirْschoolingْ

hasْhelpedْthemْtoْdifferentiateْthemselvesْtoْnot jْoinْthoseْgangْmembers.ْAnd iْtْwasْreallyْ

impressiveْtoْseeْallْofْtheirْreactionsْandْallْtheirْentries,ْvery,ْveryْinterestingْentriesْandْ

ofْcourse,ْthereْwereْincentives,ْlikeْIْmentionedْearlier,ْscholarshipsْforْtheْthreeْbestْessayْ

entriesْthatْweْreceived.ْSoْthatْwasْaْreallyْgreatْopportunityْtoْencourageْtheseْlearnersْ

toْthink,ْreflectْaboutْpeacefulْcoexistence.ْNowْforْtheْdocumentaryْviewingْtour.ْThisْisْ

somethingْthatْweْstartedْthisْyear iْnْcollaborationْwithْSimaْAcademy.ْAndْwhatْwe'veْbeenْ

doing iْs tْoْgoْaroundْschools iْnْNigeriaْandْwe'veْdoneْthisْnow iْnْthreeْstatesْacrossْNigeria,ْ

andْinsteadْofْmeْgoingْtoْstandْinْfrontْofْtheْchildren'sْtalkْaboutْpeacefulْcoexistenceْofْ

globalْcitizenshipْeducation.ْWeْhaveْdecidedْtoْplayْfilms,ْdocumentaryْfilmsْthatْeducateْ

themْ onْ differentْ conceptsْ ofْ peaceْ buildingْ orْ differentْ conceptsْ inْ globalْ citizenshipْ

education,ْ includingْ theْ refugeeْ crisis,ْ evenْ inْNigeriaْ andْ acrossْ Africa,ْ educatingْ themْ

about iْnclusionْandْdiversity,ْespeciallyْas iْtْpertainsْtoْpeople lْivingْwithْdisabilities,ْbecauseْ

thatْisْsomethingْthatْisْveryْprevalentْinْourْcommunity.ْI'mْgoingْtoْreadْoutْtoْyouْsomeْ

ofْtheْresponsesْfromْtheْlearnersْwhoْwereْpresentْduringْthisْdocumentaryْfilmْtour,ْsoْ

thatْyouْcanْseeْhowْtheseْfilmsْthatْheْwatchedْhelpedْthemْtoْreflectْaboutْpeaceْandْ

helpedْthem tْoْmakeْaْdecision.ْThat iْsْalwaysْaْgreatْthingْaboutْthis,ْhelpingْyoung lْearnersْ



toْnotْjustْreflectْonْwhatْtheirْactionsْare,ْbutْalsoْmakeْaْdecision,ْmakeْaْchange,ْaْU-

turn,ْwhateverْ itْmayْbe,ْandْmakeْaْdecisionْtoْbeْbetterْpeople,ْmakeْaْdecisionْtoْbeْ

betterْmembersْofْtheirْcommunities,ْmakeْaْdecisionْtoْbeْmoreْpeacefulْinْtheirْactionsْ

andْtheirْreactions.ْ I'mْjustْgoingْtoْreadْoutْsomeْofْ it.ْThisْoneْsays,ْ"Iْfeelْsolemnْandْ

sad."ْAndْwhenْweْaskedْwhatْareْtheْtwoْmostْimportantْlessonsْyou'reْgoingْhomeْwith,ْ

saidْ“toْliveْinْpeace,ْtoْencourageْotherْdisabledْpeople”,ْbecauseْweْsawْaْdocumentary,ْ

TheْHappinessْShop,ْaboutْsomeْpeopleْinْtheْPhilippinesْwhoْcameْtogetherْandْcreatedْ

employmentْ opportunityْ forْ peopleْ livingْ withْ disabilitiesْ andْ itْ wasْ suchْ aْ surrealْ

experienceْtoْwitnessْtheseْlearnersْwatchْtheseْdocumentaries,ْseeْthatْpeopleْlivingْwithْ

disabilitiesْwereْ justْ likeْ them,ْ whoْ theyْ just,ْ allْ theyْ wantedْ isْ aْ chanceْ toْ beْ ableْ toْ

contributeْtoْtheirْcommunityْasْwellْandْtheirْreactionْsaysْitْallْ“myْexperienceْwasْthatْ

weْ shouldْnotْdiscriminateْorْdiscourageْpeopleْwhoْ liveْwithْdisabilities.ْ Theْ thingْ thatْ

touchedْmeْmostْwasْthatْtheْpartsْwentْevenْwhenْtheyْwereْdisabled,ْtheyْareْstillْveryْ

useful”.ْSo,ْtheseْareْsomeْofْtheْreactionsْthatْIْhaveْbeenْgettingْwheneverْIْgoْforْthisْ

documentaryْviewingْtourْandْitْhasْbeenْsuchْaْsurrealْmomentْforْtheْworkshopْweْheldْ

lastْyearْasْwell,ْasْpartْofْourْyouthْengagementْactivities,ْbringingْyoungْpeopleْtogether,ْ

weْ broughtْ overْ 50ْ youngْ peopleْ togetherْ acrossْ secondaryْ schoolsْ inْ Lagos,ْ Nigeria,ْ

explainedْtoْthem,ْintroducedْthemْtoْglobalْcitizenshipْeducation. 

 

Nowْforْpedagogy,ْhowْI'veْbeenْdoingْthatْisْtoْhelpْteachers,ْlikeْIْhadْmentionedْearlier,ْ

helpingْteachersْtoْseeْthemselvesْbeyondْtheْclassroomْasْcommunityْshapers,ْbecauseْitْ

isْtheْteachersْwhoْhelpْtheseْcommunitiesْtoْincorporateْpeaceْbuilding.ْItْisْmostْlearners,ْ

mostْyoungْpeopleْ inْNigeriaْwillْgoْtoْschoolْatْsomeْpointْ inْtheirْ life,ْ likeْthisْprimaryْ

schoolْorْsecondaryْschoolْorْtertiaryْeducationْso,ْtheyْwillْhaveْaccessْtoْteachers.ْThatْisْ

whyْweْareْencouragingْasْwellْasْequippingْteachersْtoْseeْthemselvesْandْenterْintoْthatْ

roleْofْcommunityْshapersْandْwhenْtheyْseeْthemselvesْinْthatْrole,ْthenْtheyْareْmoreْ

keenْtoْtransformْtheirْclassroomsْintoْpeaceْbuildingْincubatorsْwithْthoseْessayْwritingْweْ

haveْhadْmentionedْearlier,ْwithْbringingْthoseْfilmsْdocumentariesْintoْtheirْclassrooms,ْ

withْbringingْinْreflectionsْandْsingleْcollaborationْintoْtheirْclassrooms.ْThat'sْnowْgoneْ

beyondْtheْregularْclassroom.ْWeْareْnowْusingْitْasْaْwayْofْpromotingْpeaceْwithinْtheirْ

classroom,ْasْwellْasْhelpingْtheirْlearnersْtoْtakeْoutْthatْpieceْthatْyou'veْlearnedْinْyourْ

classroomْtoْtheْdifferentْfacetsْofْtheirْlives.ْAndْwhatْweْareْtryingْtoْachieveْwithْthisْisْ



toْbuildْschoolsْtoْbecomeْwellsْofْcuriosity,ْasْwellْasْcollaboration,ْbecauseْweْunderstandْ

thisْquoteْveryْwellْthatْestablishingْpeaceْisْsurely,ْsurelyْtheْworkْofْeducation. 

 

Now,ْsoْ far,ْ thisْbusْhasْcarriedْoverْ3000ْ learnersْandْ70ْ teachersْacrossْ threeْstatesْ inْ

Nigeria.ْNowْtheْchangeْIْseeْisْpowerful,ْstudentsْaskingْdeeperْquestions,ْtheyْaskْdeeperْ

questions,ْwhatْwouldْtheْworldْbe lْikeْwithoutْwar,ْwithoutْviolence,ْwithoutْhunger.ْThoseْ

areْtheْquestionsْweْwantْyoungْlearnersْtoْbeْasking,ْbecauseْinْaskingْthoseْquestionsْweْ

understandْthatْthenْthey’llْbeْworkingْtowardsْsolutionsْandْweْareْalwaysْthereْtoْholdْ

theirْhandsْtowardsْsolutionْfinding.ْNow,ْaskingْdeeperْquestions,ْsuchْasْcreatingْmoreْ

peacefulْclassrooms,ْtoْtheْpeaceْbuildingْincubatorْidea,ْandْschoolsْbecomingْincubatorsْ

themselvesْforْempathy.ْAndْwhatْexcitesْmeْtheْmostْareْtheْstoriesْofْchangesْlikeْoneْIْ

haveْreadْtoْyouْfromْtheْsurveyْofْtheْstudents. 

 

Now,ْwhatْ areْweْ lookingْ toْwhatْ I'mْ lookingْ toْwhatْ thisْ workْ isْ imaginingْ thatْ everyْ

classroom,ْeveryْschoolْacrossْNigeria,ْweْsuchْaْbus.ْUsingْfilmsْwithْyourْ learnersْwithْ

yourْteachersْasْwellْasْyourْschoolْleadersْcomingْintoْthatْroleْasْcommunityْshapersْandْ

beingْtheْonesْtoْdriveْtheْcommunityْpeaceْbuildingْtheirْcommunalْpeaceْbuildingْandْ

that'sْusingْtheseْfilmsْusingْreflectionsْusingْessayْwritingْusingْcommunityْinvolvementْtoْ

moveْstudentsْtoْvalueْpeace,ْbecauseْitْisْsomethingْthatْisْawayْfromْtheْnormْthatْweْ

findْinْtheْworldْtoday.ْWhatْweْunderstandْthatْifْschoolْteachers,ْasْwellْasْschoolْleadersْ

takeْthatْasْtheirْprimaryْpurposeْbeyondْteachingْyourْlearnersْtoْunderstandْgrammarْandْ

understandْmathematicsْandْEnglish,ْbutْthenْwhenْteachersْseeْthemselvesْasْcommunityْ

shapersْandْtakeْthisْonْasْyourْprimaryْgoal,ْthenْweْwillْbeginْtoْseeْaْchangeْinْtheْwayْ

theْworldْworks.ْNow,ْwhatْifْchildrenْeverywhereْI'mْputtingْthisْforwardْtoْeveryone,ْcanْ

youْimagineْwhatْtheْworldْwouldْbeْlikeْ ifْchildrenْeverywhereْgrewْupْseeingْpeaceْasْ

naturalْasْreadingْandْasْmathematicsْhowْmuchْmoreْdifferentْourْworldْwouldْbe.ْNow,ْ

I'veْbeenْableْtoْshareْmostْofْwhatْIْhave,ْandْIْthankْyouْsoْmuchْforْlistening,ْandْIْcan'tْ

waitْto-ْmyْinvitationْtoْyouْisْsimpleْandْreiteratingْthatْyouْcanْtakeْaْstrategyْfromْtheْorْ

strategiesْthatْI'mْworkingْwithْteachersْandْwithْlearners,ْhelpingْthemْtoْincorporateْthisْ

beautyْinْtheirْclassrooms.ْThankْyouْsoْmuch. 

 

 



 

Dr Esa Aldegheri 

Thankْyouْblessingْforْyourْsharingْandْyourْwordsْandْyourْwork.ْIْreallyْloveْtheْimageْofْ

theْwellْthatْyouْbroughtْthatْtheْschoolْisْaْwellْofْmanyْthings,ْasْwellْasْlearning,ْandْtheْ

workْisْneverْdone,ْandْtheْworkْisْalwaysْdoneْandْweْmustْkeepْonْdoingْtheْworkْisْreallyْ

inspiringْforْme.ْSoْthankْyou. 

 

[JINGLE] 

 

Dr Esa Aldegheri 

grazie,ْtapadhْleibh,ْtotenda,ْthankْyouْforْlisteningْtoْthisْepisode.ْForْtheْfullْshowْnotesْandًْ,شكرا ً

forً,ًًشكرااmoreْinformationْaboutْourْwork,ْpleaseْvisitْbit.ly/UNESCO_RILA. 

 

[JINGLE] 


