NERC Pushing the Frontiers Autumn 2026			        Internal Application Form
Wordcounts on submitted forms will be checked – any words over the limit will be redacted for reviewer
	Title
	

	*Team

	Role
	Name
	Unit & Institution
	Time Commitment (% FTE)

	Project Lead
	
	
	

	Project Co-Lead 1
	
	
	

	Project Co-Lead 2
	
	
	

	Project Partners
Please list any project partners below

	

	Primary Discipline classification
Please provide the primary disciplinary area of your proposal. Copy and paste from the list of Primary Discipline Classifications

	


*Please add other key team members as necessary
Submission History
Please confirm below the submission status/history for this proposal. More information on NERC’s resubmission policy can be found here: https://www.ukri.org/councils/nerc/guidance-for-applicants/nerc-policy-on-resubmissions/ )
☐ New application				☐ Invited resubmission
	Summary (550 words)
In plain English, provide a summary we can use to identify the most suitable experts to assess your application.
We usually make this summary publicly available on external-facing websites, therefore do not include any confidential or sensitive information. Make it suitable for a variety of readers, for example:
· opinion-formers
· policymakers
· the public
· the wider research community
Clearly describe your proposed work in terms of:
· context
· the challenge the project addresses
· aims and objectives
· potential applications and benefits

	



	Vision: What are you hoping to achieve with your proposed work? (1100 words max.)
Explain how your proposed work:
· is of excellent quality and importance within or beyond the field(s) or area(s) 
· has the potential to advance current understanding, or generate new knowledge, thinking or discovery within or beyond the field or area  
· is timely given current trends, context, and needs
· impacts world-leading research, society, the economy, or the environment 
Within this section we also expect you to:
· identify the potential direct or indirect benefits and who the beneficiaries might be
References may be included within this section.

	



	Approach: How are you going to deliver your proposed work? (2750 words max.)
Explain how you have designed your approach so that it:
· is effective and appropriate to achieve your objectives 
· is feasible, and comprehensively identifies any risks to delivery and how they will be managed  
· uses a clearly written and transparent methodology (if applicable)
· summarises the previous work and describes how this will be built upon and progressed (if applicable)
· will maximise translation of outputs into outcomes and impacts 
· describes how your, and if applicable your team’s, research environment (in terms of the place and relevance to the project) will contribute to the success of the work
Within this section we also expect you to:
· demonstrate access to the appropriate services, facilities, infrastructure, or equipment to deliver the proposed work
· provide a detailed and comprehensive project plan including milestones and timelines in the form of a Gantt chart or similar 
References may be included within this section.

	



	Applicant and team capability to deliver: Why are you the right individual or team to successfully deliver the proposed work? (1650 words max.)
Evidence of how you, and if relevant your team, have:
· the relevant experience (appropriate to career stage) to deliver the proposed work
· the right balance of skills and expertise to cover the proposed work 
· the appropriate leadership and management skills to deliver the work and your approach to develop others
· contributed to developing a positive research environment and wider community
The word limit for this section is 1,650 words: 1,150 words to be used for R4RI modules (including references) and, if necessary, a further 500 words for Additions.
Use the Résumé for Research and Innovation (R4RI) format to showcase the range of relevant skills you and, if relevant, your team (project co-leads, researchers, technicians, specialists, partners and so on) have and how this will help deliver the proposed work. You can include individuals’ specific achievements but only choose past contributions that best evidence their ability to deliver this work.
Complete this section using the R4RI module headings listed. Use each heading once and include a response for the whole team, see the UKRI guidance on R4RI. You should consider how to balance your answer, and emphasise where appropriate the key skills each team member brings:
· contributions to the generation of new ideas, tools, methodologies, or knowledge
· the development of others and maintenance of effective working relationships to the wider research and innovation community
· contributions to broader research or innovation users and audiences and towards wider societal benefit  
The roles in funding applications policy has descriptions of the different project roles.
Additions
Provide any further details relevant to your application. This section is optional and can be up to 500 words. You should not use it to describe additional skills, experiences, or outputs, but you can use it to describe any factors that provide context for the rest of your R4RI (for example, details of career breaks if you wish to disclose them).
You should complete this section as a narrative. Do not format it like a CV.
References may be included within this section.

	


The University of Glasgow’s Resume for Research & Innovation (R4RI) guidance can be found here. Applicants are strongly advised to use this guidance to shape the format and content of this section.
	Trusted Research and Innovation (TR&I): Does your proposed work relate to UKRI’s Trusted Research and Innovation Principles?  (100 words max.)
Demonstrate how your proposed work relates to UKRI’s Trusted Research and Innovation principles including:
· list any dual-use (both military and non-military) applications to your research
· if this project is relevant to one or more of the 17 areas of the UK National Security and Investment (NSI) Act, please list the area(s)
· please read the academic export control guidance and confirm if an export control licence is required for this project and the status of any application(s)
· if your project involves any items or substances on the UK strategic export control list, please provide a list

	



	Facilities: Does your proposed research require the support and use of a facility?
If you will need to use a research council facility, follow your proposed facility’s normal access request procedures. Ensure you have prior agreement so that if you are offered funding, they will support the use of their facility on your project.
For each requested facility you will need to provide the:
· name of facility, copied and pasted from the facility information list (DOCX, 42KB)
· proposed usage or costs, or costs per unit where indicated on the facility information list 
· confirmation you have their agreement where required 
If you have to attach a facility form, for example NERC ship-time and marine equipment, then upload it as a PDF. If you need to upload multiple forms, then combine them into a single PDF.
Facilities should only be named if they are on the facility information list. if you will not need to use a facility, simply add 'N/A' into the text box, mark this section as complete and move to the next section.

	



	Data Management and Data Sharing: How will you manage and share data collected or acquired through the proposed research? (500 words max.)
Provide a data management plan that clearly details how you will comply with UKRI’s published data sharing policy, which includes detailed guidance notes.
Indicate:
· which NERC data centre is required to archive the data
· whether the total volume of data is likely to be larger than 1TB
· any other detail on how you will comply with NERC data policy

	



	Resources and Costs

	Category
	Total Cost
	% of total
	Applied for

	Directly Allocated Costs
	

	Staff
	
	
	

	Estates
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Directly Incurred Costs
	

	Equipment
	
	
	

	Travel and subsistence
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Indirects
	
	
	

	Exceptions
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	

	% of split between UofG and collaborators (if any)

	Organisation Name
	% of Total Cost
	
	% of Applied for Cost

	
	
	
	

	Justification of resources (2500 words max.)

	



