	
	



University of Glasgow
Sustainability Working Group
Minute of 9 April 2026


Present: 	Jaime Toney (Chair) (JT), David Duncan (Co-Chair) (DD), Anna Brown (AB), Alina Chaunan (SRC) (AC), Peter Craig (PC), Josephine Gallagher (JG), Scott Hilditch (SH), Kevin Leomo (KL), Stewart Miller (SM), Eoghan Morris (SRC) (EM), Richard Reeve (RR), Sophie Renner (SR), Viola Retzlaff (VR), Paloma Viegas (GUEST) (PV), Ronnie Webster (RW), Roddy Yarr (RY)

Apologies: 	Avril Conacher (SRC), Lauren Crilly, Gioia Falcone, Kelum Gamage, Peter Haggarty, David Hall, Cormac McGinnity (GUEST), Fabrice Renaud, Amy Simmons (GUEST), Inge Sorensen, Alasdair Thomson

Attending:	Sarah Finlayson (Clerk), Greg Brown (Strategic Planning Analyst, Planning, Insight & Analytics), Michael Muir (Deputising - School of Social & Environmental Sustainability / College of Social Sciences Representative)


SWG/2025/49 Welcome and Apologies

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and noted the apologies. 


SWG/2025/50 Previous Minutes and Actions

The minutes of 12 February were approved. 

Matters Arising
SWG/2025/39 Gilmorehill Heat Decarbonisation Stage 1 Tender
RY confirmed that Stage 1 Tender was discussed at Senior Management Group and Estates & Sustainability Committee. Movement towards Stage 2 would be discussed at a further SMG  meeting. Confidentiality remained in place and future decisions would be shared with SWG. 

SWG/2025/43.2 Offsetting Update (Integrating sustainability policy with university teaching)
RR reported that discussions continued with RSPB including a potential reduction in cost, an extension on the timeline for decision and contribution towards research and teaching costs and opportunities. A potential agreement in principle was being discussed, with the RSPB investigating potential internal funding bids. 

DD would continue to work with RR through the necessary governance, such as Heads of School forum. 
 

SWG/2025/51 Climate Neutral Estate – Cochno Renewables

RY updated SWG on the opportunity for renewables deployment on built and natural environmental assets at Cochno Farm, and how they can be more focused on energy sustainability, as well as providing research and teaching opportunities. 
Work with AECOM had informed feasibility and data analysis. Consideration had been given to roof and / or ground-mounted wind energy and solar energy generation, with minimal disruption to research and teaching. This would potentially lead to Cochno Farm becoming carbon neutral, more affordable energy, and grid connection for potential revenue generation. 

RY confirmed that Glasgow Airport were also undertaking an aviation safeguarding assessment, which may dictate potential wind turbines, and discussions with MVLS were ongoing.  


SWG/2025/52 Estates & Sustainability Committee Updates

RY advised that the attached papers had been presented to Estates & Sustainability Committee including demand reduction, campus consolidation, heat decarbonisation and renewables. While the 2030 Glasgow Green target may not be fully achieved, the 2035 could be exceeded. Engagement with the wider university community would continue. 


SWG/2025/53 Sustainability Indices

Greg Brown reported on the University’s engagement with two international sustainability-focused league tables - THE Impact Ratings and QS Sustainability Rankings, noting consistently strong performance across both indices. 

GB welcomed feedback on the ongoing challenges, and information on opportunities available to improve positions in both league tables, such as committees and working groups that could provide useful information and evidence.  GB reported the growing importance of developmental metrics not yet scored, such as Scope 3 emissions, water usage, sustainability training, and staff and student sustainability literacy. 


SWG/2025/54 Update from Centre for Sustainable Solutions

JT reported that the centre had been involved in:

· Planning stages of Sustainable Glasgow Partnership Dialogues with invitations sent to external partners. Four postgraduate research student intern posts would assist with the dialogues and help synthesize the outcomes and think of future funding proposals.
· A public event being co-led with the Centre, CIVIS and the School of Geographical & Earth Sciences would take place in April in liaison with Alistair Skelton (Professor at University of Stockholm and an active CIVIS member) and their new book “Our Time:  Finding Hope in a Climate Crisis”.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/our-time-by-alasdair-skelton-book-talk-signing-and-qa-tickets-1984042066229?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=my-tickets&utm-share-source=my-tickets&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

· Hosted a session at the recent British Conference of Undergraduate Research in ASBS, and engagement with students to considering well-being economy and links to sustainability. 

JT also presented the Scotland Beyond Net Zero Sustainability Research Toolkit, explaining that Scotland Beyond Net Zero was a coalition of 13 Scottish Universities designed to catalyse research collaboration, empower communities, and inform policy making and action across Scotland to reach its climate targets.

A toolkit had been created to help researchers build sustainability into their own research, designed to be suitable for any discipline, and help researchers apply new ways of thinking to their research and projects. The intention was to help researchers who are new to sustainability identify new applications or framings for their research, as well as help experienced researchers identify and engage more deeply with the multiple dimensions and trade-offs inherent in that kind of research. Researchers applying for funding could explain their contribution to sustainability in ways that are relevant to funder priorities. 

The toolkit aimed to direct researchers to various resources for engaging with sustainability. Additionally, it would enable researchers to engage with concepts of justice related to climate change and the impacts of climate change. The toolkit would be advertised via Internal Communications and Glasgow Changing Futures - Sustainable Futures. 


SWG/2025/55 Eco-Hub Performance Update

SM reported an Eco-Hub Performance Update on behalf of Eco-Hub Manager Lauren Crilly:

· Semester 2 footfall averaged around 120 per day 
· Students welcomed the ability to collect homeware items and clothing at no cost, particularly with the cost-of-living crisis
· Work with Accommodation Services to clear halls of residence of unwanted domestic items continued, with the hope to expand to private halls. 
· A Chancellors Fund application for funding towards a rental project “Library of Things” for one-off high price goods such as electronics, small kitchen appliances, tents, hiking clothing, etc had been completed. 
· A recycling bin for small electrical items in liaison with the QM and SEPS had been established
· Recruitment for the next academic session were beginning for new GUEST Co-ordinators and Eco-Hub assistants 


SWG/2025/56 GUEST Update

GUEST Coordinator PV reported on GUEST events including:

· GUEST partnered with ResLife to organise GlasGo: Big Team Step Challenge, with teams of students in university accommodation virtually walked around Britain, to encourage first-year students to walk as part of their daily commute and promote long-term sustainable travel habits. 
· Work was nearly complete on Viewfield Lane Gardens and replacements of rotted wooden garden beds with durable metal beds, to encourage use of the space. 
· Glasgow Goes Green Festival had over 400 attendees participating in a range of workshops and presentations focused on sustainability and climate justice. 
· The possibility of a free soup kitchen on campus for students was being explored
· Student to Student Essentials Summer program would be launched soon


SWG/2025/57 AOB

SWG/2025/57.1 Business Flights
PC requested an update on business flights. JT noted that the web pages were to be published once the data elements were correct and the visual portal was validated. JG reported a significant improvement on the Power BI dashboard, adding that data would be published on Insight by the end of April. 

PC queried the inclusion of Scope 3 emissions produced by international student travel, and fieldwork student expeditions, and a group discussion accepted that tracking data on those emissions would be helpful. 

SWG/2025/57.2 Sustainable Glasgow Heat MoU
RY confirmed that this had been signed. 

SWG/2025/57.3 People’s Emergency Briefing film screening
SR mentioned a potential film screening of the above film, which JT confirmed would be done in liaison with Scotland Beyond Net Zero. 


SWG/2025/58 Date of next meeting

Date of next meeting: Thursday 11th June 2026 10am – 12noon
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