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Graduations Viva 
Success 

In December, we celebrated PhD graduates 
Tzujung Lai and Mhairi Campbell, as well 
as MSc Health Economics and Health 
Technology Assessment graduates 
Mohamed Abdelbaky, Mahmoud Ammar 
and Khaled Shehata, who travelled a great 
distance to Glasgow to graduate in person! 
Congratulations, everyone!

Septiara Putri and Sansanee Seetangkham 
successfully defended their theses at the 
end of 2025. Everyone at HEHTA is very 
proud of them and we wish them all the 
best for the future!

Tzujung Lai

Sansanee Seetangkham with examiners & 
supervisors

Septiara Putri & TeamMohamed Abdelbaky, Mahmoud Ammar & Khaled 
Shehata with supervisors



HEHTA @ ISPOR 2025

Visit from HEHTA 
Alumni

HEHTA 
Away Day

Luxzup Wattanasukchai presenting his poster

HEHTA represented strongly at ISPOR, which was held in our 
home city of Glasgow, 9-12 November 2025. They had the 
following presentations and posters: 

Evi Germeni - Panel: Patient preference evidence in HTA: what 
do we really know? 

Martin Taylor-Rowan – Talk: Preferences in frail and older 
patient populations 

Nicola McMeekin - Poster: Approaches used in assessing the 
environmental sustainability of digital health tech 

Olivia Wu – Panel: How could patient-centric HTA evolve in 
the changing global pricing landscape Neil Hawkins – Panel: 
Integrating capacity-enhancing innovations in healthcare 
systems 

Beatriz Goulao – Talk: Seeking patient and public’s opinions to 
determine target differences in clinical trials 

Kathleen Boyd - Educational Symposia: Beyond good 
intentions: keeping patient-centricity patient-centric 

Luxzup Wattanasukchai – Poster:  Systematic review of 
economic evaluations of interventions for CCA

Neil Hawkins – Panel: Mind the gaps: managing missing PRO 
data in the era of JCA for HTA submissions 

Yuantao Huang – Poster: The role of qualitative research in 
randomised controlled trials and medical devices 

During ISPOR, we had a visit from 
former HEHTA PhD student Ping 
Hsuan Hsieh, who is now an Assistant 
Professor in Health Economics at the 
School of Pharmacy, National Defense 
Medical Center in Taipei, Taiwan. We 
were delighted to meet his students, 
all of whom presented at ISPOR in 
Glasgow.

In November, the team got together 
for a productive strategic away day - a 
chance to reflect, collaborate, and plan 
for the future!
Professors Emma McIntosh, Vittal 
Katikireddi, Jim Lewsey and David 
McAllister, delivered sessions focusing 
on our research priorities and the 
diverse skillset within the team.
Highlights included updates on 
HEHTA’s research themes, our new 
Skills Matrix, an overview of the 
teaching portfolio, and contributions 
from the Professional Services Staff 
(PSS) team. We finished with an activity 
curated by Emma Steel, Dikshyanta 
Rana and Andrew Baxter, which 
stimulated valuable discussions on 
teamwork, inclusivity, and shared 
purpose.



Research
Tackling Food 
Inequality in 
Glasgow

Housing 
Quality & 
Health 

HEHTA is proud to be part of a UKRI-BBSRC-funded 
project bringing together researchers, local 
government, and food organisations to address 
poor diet and ill health in some of Glasgow’s most 
deprived communities.

Led by Dr Ada Garcia, University of Glasgow, 
School of Medicine, Dentistry and Nursing, this 
£1M+ research collaboration will:

Work with local communities to understand 
barriers to healthy eating

Launch weekend food markets offering 
affordable, culturally appropriate produce

Provide cooking advice, food education, and 
creative activities to promote engagement and 
healthier food environments

Evaluate the impact and potential to scale this 
approach

HEHTA’s Eleanor Grieve and Samuel Owusu Achiaw 
will assess the project’s value for money, exploring 
cost-effectiveness, affordability, and wider social 
benefits. 

Demonstrating the economic and social case 
for locally run markets will be key to ensuring 
sustainability and long-term impact.

Kathleen Boyd attended the Scottish Rural and 
Islands Housing Association Conference 2025 as a 
panelist on the plenary session ‘Funding Healthy 
Homes’.

Kathleen opened the plenary sharing results 
from the recently concluded ‘Housing Quality 
and Health’ study which reviewed outcomes 
and economic evidence on housing quality and 
undertook an exploratory analysis to estimate the 
annual NHS costs associated with poor housing 
conditions in Scotland. 

This project was a six-month collaboration 
between HEHTA health economists (Kathleen 
Boyd, Francesco Manca & Nishant Jaiswal), and 
housing economist, Professor Ken Gibb, from the 
UK Collaborative Centre for Housing Evidence 
(CaCHE). 

The research broadened HEHTA’s remit into 
the field of housing economics and was a 
foundational step to developing a Scottish-
based value case for investing in good quality 
housing. It showed that a value case can deliver 
better health and wellbeing outcomes for 
occupants, while offering significant co-benefits 
in addressing government objectives on public 
health, inequalities, and environmental/climate 
change policy.



NEW STAFF & STUDENTS
NEW STAFF

Sakineh Shab Bidar 
Research Associate, 
Complex Reviews Synthesis Unit 
(CRSU) 

 
Shayesteh Moghadas 
Senior Programme Manager 
(Research), 
PHIRST Fusion 

 
Septiara Putri 
Research Associate 

Max Phillips 
Community Innovation 
Practitioner, Living Lab 

 

 
Darwin Del Castillo Fernandez 
Research Assistant, 
HEED project 

 

Rosie Layfield 
Research Assistant 

Anna Baillie 
Research Assistant (maternity cover for Olivia 
Hamilton)

PhD STUDENTS

Richmond Nketia 
(supervised by Vittal Katikireddi, 
David McAllister and Lili Wei)

 
 
 
Owolona Ogbe 
(supervised by Emma McIntosh) 
 

 
 
VISITORS

Tehmina Ashraf

 
 
 
Amalina Nur Zaimi 
& Sivaraj Rahman 

Mic Mac Study Links Income Support 
Policies and Health Outcomes
The University of Glasgow is leading a new research 
project to assess which government income support 
policies can improve population health across the life 
course, with a focus on reducing child poverty.

The MicMac project will use simulation modelling to link 
economic and health outcomes, evaluating the long-
term impact of policies such as the living wage and basic 
income. The goal is to identify measures that are both 
effective and publicly acceptable.

Researchers highlight that poverty - especially in 
childhood - plays a major role in shaping health 
outcomes, yet evidence on which policies work best 
remains limited. MicMac aims to fill this gap and provide 
actionable insights for policymakers.

The study is funded by the NIHR and involves 
collaboration with the University of Essex, University of 
Manchester, NIESR, and The Poverty Alliance.



Publications 
October 

Bousetta R, McAllister DA, Wightman H, Lewsey 
J, Hanlon P. Does the frailty index applied to 
randomised controlled trials really measure frailty? 
Age and Ageing. 2025 Oct;54(10):afaf314. 

McCallum M, S Mair F, Macdonald S, Hannah MK, 
Skivington K, Lewsey J. Measuring individual 
and community capacity factors in people with 
multimorbidity and exploring associations with 
health outcomes. BMC medicine. 2025 Oct 
16;23(1):566. 

Pescarini JM, Moncayo AL, Guimarães JM, Dias 
FS, Ruiz R et al (includes Shimonovich M). 
Implementation and effects of social protection 
programs for children, older adults, and people 
with disabilities in Brazil and Ecuador: A scoping 
review. PLOS global public health. 2025 Oct 
29;5(10):e0005281. 

November 

Olsen JR, Nicholls N, Tran TQ, Pell J, Lewsey J et al. 
Transition towards healthcare ‘net zero’: modelling 
condition-specific patient travel carbon emission 
estimations by transport mode in a retrospective 
population-based cohort study, Greater Glasgow, UK. 
BMJ Open. 2025 Nov 1;15(11):e107016. 

Uny I, Martin JG, Mitchell D, Ford A, Begley A et 
al (includes Lewsey J). “It has some major knock-
on effects”: ambulance clinicians’ experiences of 
attending alcohol-related call-outs and perceived 
impact on the Scottish ambulance service (IMPAACT 
study). Drugs: Education, Prevention and Policy. 2025 
Nov 3:1-4. 

Biggs C, Kirby N, Garside M, Cheung G, Turner F 
et al (includes Jaiswal N). Interventions for pre‐
school children in foster care: A systematic review 
of the foster carer and system level outcomes from 
randomised controlled trials. JCPP Advances. 2025 
Nov 8:e70062. 

Berthon W, McGurnaghan SJ, Blackbourn LA, 
Fernandes AD, Walker LE et al (includes McAllister 
DA). Polypharmacy and potentially inappropriate 
prescribing in people with type 2 diabetes: An 
analysis of the Scottish Diabetes Research Network 
national diabetes cohort. Diabetic Medicine. 2025 
Nov 28:e70179. 

Wattanasukchai L, Duan Y, McMeekin N, Boyd 
K, Wu O. Approaches to economic evaluations of 
complex interventions in Thailand: a systematic 
review: Author. BMC Public Health. 2025 Nov 
25;25(1):4135. 

Connelly PJ, Owusu Achiaw S, Friday JM, Ho FK, Geue 
C et al. Association Between Long-Term Testosterone 
Exposure and Major Adverse Cardiovascular Events 
in Aging Men. Journal of the Endocrine Society. 2025 
Nov;9(11):bvaf156. 

December 

Grieve E, Deidda M, Krauth SJ, Biswaro SM, Halliday 
JE et al. How do musculoskeletal disorders impact on 
quality of life in Tanzania? Results from a community-
based survey. BMJ open. 2025 Dec 1;15(12):e092877. 

Campbell M, Melendez-Torres GJ, Welch V, Petkovic 
J, Curtis F, Katikireddi SV. Incorporating an equity 
perspective in systematic reviews of interventions: 
potential methodological approaches. J Epidemiol 
Community Health. 2025 Dec 19. 

Williams AD, Jacob N, Grozeva D, Lloyd B, Moriarty Y 
et al (includes Deidda M, Achiaw SO). Critical time 
intervention for people leaving prison at risk of 
homelessness in England and Wales (PHaCT trial): a 
pilot feasibility randomised controlled trial. BMJ open. 
2025 Dec 1;15(12):e097753. 

Jaiswal N, Gregg R, Hawkins N, Sharif-Hurst S, 
Avenell A (includes Wu O). Dismantling behavioural 
weight management interventions: component 
network meta-analysis of randomised controlled 
trials and real-world services. Health Technology 
Assessment (Winchester, England). 2025 Dec 3:1. 

Hanlon P, Wightman H, Sullivan M, Lees JS, Butterly 
EW et al (Wei L, McChrystal R). Assessing the 
representativeness of trials of Sodium-glucose 
Cotransporter-2 inhibitors in type 2 diabetes: a 
comparison of individual-level trial data and people 
newly prescribed treatment in a Welsh routine care 
database. BMC medicine. 2025 Dec;23(1):661. 

Hamilton O, Traynor O. Evaluability Assessment of 
the Glasgow Intensive Family Support Service (GIFSS). 

Shimonovich M, Morrison S, Henery P, Ross K, Pearce 
A. Bridging the gap between health inequalities 
research and affected communities. 


