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Research Proposal Application Form


It is essential that you discuss the application with your supervisor/s and have their approval to submit. Applications for both a PhD place and the Sanctuary PhD Scholarships are due by Friday 29 May 2026. Please complete this form along with all supporting documentation, and submit it via the Scholarships Application Portal (College of Arts and Humanities Research Scholarships).
Applications for a PhD place can be made using the online admissions system.
Applicants must not exceed word counts where stated – applications which exceed word counts will not be considered.


	Applicant name:
	

	Applicant email:
We will normally contact you by email so please ensure you use an address you check regularly, and which will be available to you at least until September 2026.
	




	Please select the school you are applying to:

	Please select




	Please select the subject area you are applying to:

	Please select



	Qualifications
To be considered for a PhD Scholarship it is expected that you will have completed or be studying towards a Postgraduate Master’s qualification in a relevant subject. If you are not in this position, you must use the ‘Relevant professional experience’ section to provide evidence that the training and development you have received is equivalent to that obtained through a Master’s course in a relevant subject and, therefore, prepares you to continue to doctoral study.

		
	Undergraduate degree
	Master’s degree
	PhD

	Name of University or College plus country (if not UK)
	
	
	

	Mode of attendance (full or part-time)
	
	
	

	Month and year in which your programme started and finished (or will finish)
	Start date
	End date
	Start date
	End date
	Start date
	End date

	Qualification and title of award (e.g. MA History)
	
	
	

	Degree classification/grade (where awarded). Include any prizes or academic awards received, and note any distinctions or first class grades in dissertation or independent research components. 
	
	
	







	Relevant professional experience (300 words maximum)
You should only complete this section if:
· You do not have and are not studying towards a Master’s degree or equivalent, or
· You are returning to study after a considerable break in higher education, or
· You gained a Master’s degree more than five years previously, or
· Your Master’s degree is not in a relevant subject, and
· You have significant professional experience, which is relevant to your research proposal.

You should use this section to provide evidence that the training and development you have received is equivalent to that obtained through a relevant Master’s course and, therefore, prepares you to continue to doctoral study.

	




	Provisional Title of PhD Research project:
Please provide a straightforward, descriptive, and informative title for your proposed PhD project.

	




	Research Summary (100 words):
Summary of the proposed research project that will be comprehensible to non-specialists and suitable for PR and communication channels.


	




	Research Proposal (1000 words):
We seek original, innovative, cogent and coherent proposals, which are well-written in their entirety and have been designed for completion within the funded period. The methodology should be demonstrably appropriate and the whole proposal well-grounded in current research literature and/or practice. Full bibliographic referencing is not required. Please use the sub-headings below to ensure that you speak to each section of the criteria.

A) Research question(s)/problem
What question or problem is your project designed to answer, and why is it a timely and important one?

B) Research context, methods and sources, originality/innovation and contribution to knowledge (academic impact): 
In what context/s will your study be situated? What methods and sources will you use to answer your question, and why are they particularly well suited to do so? How will your project be original?

C) Knowledge Exchange, Public Engagement & Impact: 
What plans do you have for identifying and engaging with groups beyond the academy who might be interested in, or benefit from, your research? Why might these communities be interested, and how might they benefit? How will you engage/communicate/network with these communities?

	




	Preparedness to undertake doctoral study and complete a PhD (300 words)
Please explain how your academic and/or professional experience has prepared you to undertake this particular doctoral project, and to complete a project of this length within the designated time frame. You may wish to refer to: a) topic(s) and length of successfully-completed dissertations and modules; b) specific and appropriate methodological training and/or expertise (e.g. proficiency in a relevant language, particular IT skills, etc.); c) work-based learning or employment in a relevant occupation, etc.: d) notable achievements, either academic (prizes, conference presentations, publications) or non-academic (professional or personal accomplishments, overcoming barriers, etc.)


	




	Training Needs (300 words):
Summary of:
· Training needs
· Professional development purposes
· Methodology for meeting needs and developing skills noted above
· Resources and/or opportunities you will access beyond the core requirement


	




	Supervisory team:
Enter the name and email address of your planned supervisors here. (Please note that each applicant should have at least two academic supervisors: you can search for potential supervisors here.)

	Lead Supervisor
	Name:
Email address:

	Second Supervisor
	Name:
Email address:

	Third Supervisor (where applicable)
	Name:
Email address:




	References


	Please note, applicants must submit two recent academic  references with their online application for a place on the doctoral programme (there is no need to submit them again with this form).




	Declaration
I confirm that the information I have provided in this application form is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and at this date.


	Name:
	

	Signature:
Please attach an electronic signature
	
	Date:
	Click or tap to enter a date.
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