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Rapid Engagement with Stressed Peatland
Environments and Communities in
Transformation - RESPECT

« Aim: “To produce data, methods, landholder tools and proposals for governance reforms to
change agricultural practices on peatland and contribute to the UK’s net zero target.”

* Key questions: * Key outputs:

*  Where should peatland restoration take

place? *  Stakeholder engagement
e How should restoration be implemented * Peatland Triage Tool

based on the social capacities of land

stakeholders? * Reform proposals

* How can landholders be supported in their
decision-making?
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Law, policy & governance

Based on the research by Miranda Geelhoed, Jill Robbie and Larissa A. Naylor

What has been the role of law and policy in shaping the use and management of agricultural peatlands in Scotland,
and what are the key barriers to realising a just transition to net zero?

The historical role of law in Current environmental policy Barriers to a just transition
transforming peatland use priorities — net zero towards peatland use change

Leadburn, community-led peatland restoration, Miranda Geelhoed
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Aim: to protect/conserve/restore

TOO Wet tO farm, tOO dry tO fiSh peatlands for their ecological functions

Net zero by 2050 (2009)/2045 (2019)

250,000 ha restored
Aim: to allow for or boost agricultural production on peatlands I by 2°3|° (2018)
A [ \
[ \
177H 18TH 19TH 1920-1950 1950-1980 1980-2000 2000{NOW
CENTURY CENTURY CENTURY

Agricultural payments

Water management: drainage and reclamation

* Support for improvement

+ Division of common * Public loans * Public grants « Public grants .
of hill farms/crofts

land and enclosure ) )
« Landowners could » State powers to execute * ‘Improvement orders

* Headage payments —

* Increasingly apply for permission drainage works — . . .
prescriptive leases to execute drainage mandatory financial ’ Improyeme,nt increased stocking levels
even if it interfered contribution by committees « Lack of support for native
+ Strengthening of with rights of others owner/occupier to reflect i
landowners’ rights ‘betterment’ of land

Flanders Moss, Miranda Geelhoed
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Challenges for a just peatland transition

Lack of an integrated peatland policy approach
e.g., (food) production, biodiversity, climate mitigation/adaptation, water, energy,
rural development, community wealth building, land reform etc.

Lack of a strategic and inclusive approach to
managing land use trade offs

Questions to ask when analysing land use change
through a justice lens:

Who is able to participate in decisions on peatland use?
How are risks and benéefits in the transition
of agricultural peatlands shared?
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BEN INGLIS-GRANT
Former Peatland ACTION Officer with UOC.

More inclusive
governance for
our peatlands?
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What are the issues
on the ground?

* Much of Scotland’s peatland in
degraded or eroding condition

* Contributing factors

* Confusing policy landscape

* Funding and financial - risks vs rewards
* Communication and knowledge sharing
* Capacity and Technical Shortages

* Social and Cultural Resistance




Peatland restoration recognized in the SG Climate
Change Plan and in Peatland ACTION five-year
partnership plan

Peatland ACTION is a Scottish Government funded
programme of projects helping to restore
damaged peatlands

Working across Scotland to deliver 400,000
hectares of restored peatland by 2040

To date, over 90,000 hectares put on the pathway
to restoration in Scotland

Peatlands in good health are valuable carbon
stores and have many benefits for people and
nature.




Pre-restoration (May 2019)

Post-restoration (November 2019)

Loch Orasaigh

In partnership with: Soval Estate,
Ranish Common Grazings and Scottish
Water

Important drinking water catchment
feeding Stornoway and surrounding
areas

First restoration site in Quter Hebrides

Also completed Phase 2, and Phase 3
currently in development

Restoration works completed in 2019-
2021

40 hectares




Arnol Map
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In partnership with: Urras Bharabhais Ltd,
Arnol Common Grazings and Cal Max

Restoration works completed in 2020-21
28 hectares

c20km of peat reprofiling

200-300 peat dams

Working closely with common grazing
committee and individual peat cutters key
to success




Peatland ACTION

Website: "
https://www.nature.scot/climate-change/nature-based- ‘
solutions/peatland-action-project N
atureScot
NadarAlba

Peatland
What next? ACTION

—
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* Future Research and Opportunities
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T path to restoration
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PRIORITY 2.1
SUPPORT THE RESTORATION AND REHABILITATION OF
DEGRADED PEATLANDS

Enabling regions and people to address
the social, employment, economic and
environmental impacts of the transition
towards the Union’s 2030 targets for
energy and climate and a climate-
neutral economy of the Union by 2050,
based on the Paris Agreement.

2.1 Primarily active or moderately
degraded peatlands (in private ownership
and some public ownership) which have
not been subject to recent peat harvesting
that require some level of management,
either to prevent further degradation or to
improve and enhance their conservation
condition and biodiversity value.

Arna chomhchistit ag Tiondl Reigitinach

an Aontas Eorpach Oirthir agus Lar-Tire
Eastern and Midland
Regional Assembly

Rialtas na hEireann

Government of Ireland * * Co-funded by the
*oax European Union
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Just Transition: The paradigm shift

“New stories never begin in the heart of establishment — they start in the margins the grow and grow.” —
Polly Higgins(1968 -2019) (author, lawyer, environmental advocate.)

Just Transition is a bridge from now to
a future where all jobs are green and
decent and communities are thriving and

The Dominant System resilient.
STABILIZERS

- International Labour Organisation.

Restoration and
rehabilitation of
wetlands and

THE SYSTEM

The Transition OF INFLUENCE

nature
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SUPPORTING A TRANSITION, JUSTLY
AND PRACTICALLY

* ldentify the Old System's * Support the Transition: Engage
Decline: Recognise the cracks and "hospice workers" to manage the
inefficiencies in the current model. decline of the old system and ease

* Spot the Pioneers: Find those grief.
already experimenting with new * llluminate & Shift: Tell the stories
solutions. of the new system's success to

encourage wider adoption, shifting

 Build the New Network: Connect f
resources and attention.

pioneers to form a community of
practice, supporting their growth.




IDENTIFY THE OLD SYSTEM'S DECLINE: RECOGNISE THE
CRACKS AND INEFFICIENCIES IN THE CURRENT MODE.

BnM shift from extraction to renewables and
rehabilitation
Electricity stations, briquette factories closure Article 17 Reports

Change in livelihoods and job security _____
Peat is no longer economic driver & emigration s |y POsTE Rae s A |
)

preventer for region.
Decline in biodiversity — reports on species and
protected areas.
9100  [BogWoodland  |Favourable [ |Bad |Deteriorating]

1013 Vertigo geyeri Deteriorating Deteriorating
1014 Vertigo angustior Inadequate |Deteriorating Deteriorating
1016 Vertigo moulinsiana |Inadequate |Deteriorating |Inadequate |Deteriorating
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Support the Transition:

Engage "hospice workers" to
manage the decline of the
old system and ease grief.




* “As you hear a story unfold, your
brain waves actually start to
Ideas presented as stories imprint on our brains synchronise with the teller...the

TS G2l greater the listener’s
comprehension, the more closely
the brain waves patterns mirror
those of the storyteller.”

Growing body of scientific evidence that stories
engage areas of the brain responsible for
attitudes and behaviour.

- Renken, Elena — How stories connect and
persuade us.




TOCHAR
COMMUNITY
STORIES

@tocharstories
13:51
< tocharstories
Cultural
custodianship

project to bring to
the fore our
relationships with
wetlands and
landscape with an
eye to the future.

TOCHARSTORIES
Posts

tocharstories

W

@B Liked by wetlandsrestoration and
others
tocharstories #kilcormac at dawn. Kilcormac
in Co Offaly is a town with a long and proud
association with Bord na Ména and with turf-
cutting as work, life and fuel- many worked
there - there's a housing estate of lovely Frank
Gibney designed homes built for workers with
solid fuel burners. It's at the heart of what we

A Q ® ©® ©

TOCHARSTORIES
Posts

’ tocharstories
v Abbeyleix

Qv

@BD Liked by wetlandsrestoration and
others

tocharstories We're connecting with artists in

#tocharstories working with communities in

#Midlands using photography, audio

storytelling, theatre, music and visual art to

facilitate community engagement and

community voice. Artist [photographer

@anniehollandphotography is someone who is

h Q ® ® ©

TOCHARSTORIES
Posts

tocharstories
Abbeyleix

@2 B Liked by wetlandsrestoration and
others

tocharstories @athenamedia in the love seat
with Hugh in @abbeyleixbog photo courtesy of
@anniehollandphotography - Hugh crafts the
seats but also takes care of the paths and
clearing invasive species like rhododendrons -
a true all rounder and Annie’s photographs
capture the story of communities like that in
abbeyleix through her work via
@communitywetlandsforum and Connecting
communities with Peatlands #técharstories

View all comments

h Q ® ® ©



TOCHAR RESTORATION PATHWAYS AND
ENTRY POINTS

Arna chomhchistiti ag Tiondl Reigitinach _
Rialtas na hEireann an Aontas Eorpach Oirthir agus Lar-Tire % AntSeiths irceana
fi Néisitinta agus Fiadhtilra

Government of Ireland Co-funded by the Eastern and Midland 0 National Parks and wildife

Service

Athchéirit Bogach Lar na Tire

Midlands Wetland Restoration European Union Regional Assembly




THANK YOU

@wetlandrestoration @tocharstories

www.tocharwetlands.ie
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