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Perceptions vs. Reality: Misjudging Democracy

Argentina

Armenia

Australia
Bangladesh

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile
China

Colombia

Cyprus
CzechiaEcuador

Egypt

Ethiopia

Germany

Greece

Guatemala

Hong Kong

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Japan

Jordan
Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kyrgyzstan

Lebanon

Libya

Malaysia

Maldives

Mexico

Mongolia

Morocco

Myanmar

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

RomaniaRussia

Serbia

Singapore

Slovakia

S. Korea

Taiwan

Tajikistan

Thailand

Tunisia

Turkiye

Ukraine

UK
USA

Uruguay
Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Vietnam

Zimbabwe

0

.2

.4

.6

.8

1

Av
er

ag
e 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
of

 c
ou

nt
ry

's
 le

ve
l o

f d
em

oc
ra

cy

0 .2 .4 .6 .8 1
V-Dem Liberal Democracy

Data: World Value Survey, round 7, and V-Dem.



Motivation Study 1: School ed Study 2: Adult civic ed Sum & extra

“For democracy to endure, their leaders and citizens must internalize
the spirit of democracy” (Diamond 2008: 294; also Claassen 2020)

To love democracy is....
I to understand it
I to value it
I to fight for it
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How to make a case for democracy?
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Study 1: The long-term impact of school education on
democratic support
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Case study: German Democratic Republic

I We leverage the German reuni�cation and the strict cut-o� birth date
used to determine school start dates for individuals born in the GDR
to isolate the causal e�ect of exposure tosocialistversusdemocratic
education on democratic support.

I We use a di�erence-in-di�erence-in-di�erence (DiDiD) research
design that leverages the school enrolment cut-o� date (1 June) to
ensure the causal identi�cation of our regression (following
Fuchs-Schündeln and Masella 2016).
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Case study: German Democratic Republic

I In the GDR, children born before the 1st of June started school the
same year, they turned six years old, while children born on or after
the 1st of June started school the year following their sixth birthday.
Dummy: Born before June

I Cohorts born between 1973 and 1982 can potentially experience one
additional year of socialist education (compared to their
contemporaries born in the same year) if they were born before 1
June, as they were still in school in 1989.

I Dummy for East Germans to capture whether the fall of the Berlin
Wall might have a�ected their exposure to socialist education.

Yics = � 0 + � 1Age+ � 2East+ � 3Cohort + � 4BeforeJune+
� 5EastxCohort+ � 6EastxBeforeJune+ � 7CohortxBeforeJune+
� 8EastxCohortxBeforeJune+ 
 s + �
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The impact of a socialist education on support for democracy

Results: The extra year of socialist education in East Germany for those born before the
1st of June between 1973 and 1982 causes a decrease of 4.3 percentage points in
democratic satisfaction and 5.8 percentage points in democratic support, compared to
their contemporaries born in the same year.

Data: ALLBUS, 1988-2018.
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Can we generalize these �ndings?

What drives these e�ects? The more intense
experience of socialist or the lack of democratic
education?

I We need comparative data on education content to distinguish
pro- and anti-democratic school socialization.

I We need to match the education exposure to individuals and
measure their democratic support today.
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Measuring education content:
Introducing the Varieties in Indocrination (V-Indoc) data

Expert survey: Collaborating with the V-Dem Institute

I Coverage: 160 countries, 1945-2021

I 27 expert coded indicators; 21 on education and 6 on the media.
11 new abstract indices.

I Topics covered: Centralization (e.g. textbook production);
curriculum (incl. subject-speci�c); teachers; schools; state-ownership
of the media; patriotism

I Data collection: January to May 2022

Learn more and access the data:https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/
az/democracyresearch/dataandmethods/v-indocdataset/
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Education content across di�erent levels of liberal democracy

De�nitions V-Indoc indicators
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Democratic education content and political education e�orts
across regime types
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Combining V-Indoc and individual-level data
and �ndings
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Exposing individuals to education and its long-term e�ect

I Data (1995-2022): World Value Survey, Latinobarometer,
Afrobarometer, Americas Barometer, Asian Barometer, European
Values Study, Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)

I Sample: 106 countries (89% of the world population); N = 760,000

I Outcomes: 0=�not at all� and 100=�completely� agree

1 Agreement that "democracy is the best form of government"
2 Agreement that �having a strong leader who does not have to

bother with parliament and elections�

I Education experience of individuals: Matching the average
education curriculum that respondents were exposed to between 5
and 15 years of age. Capture core education for most generations.

I Model speci�cation : Linear OLS with clustered standard errors by
country-birth cohort and year and study FEs.
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Impact of education content on long-term democ. attitudes

Individual controls : age, gender, education and working. Macro controls � impressionable years : (log)
GDP per Capita, modernization index, political corruption, public goods provision. Macro controls �
survey year : (log) GDP per Capita, political corruption, level of electoral democracy.
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Democratic school content and e�orts of political education
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Democratic school content and e�orts of political education
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How can we strengthen democracies beyond
school?
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Key challenges to traditional (adult) civic education

1 Extending its reach, particularly to those in ideological echo
chambers and those di�cult to reach with more traditional
forms of democracy promotion, e.g., those less educated or
interested in politics, younger people, and women.

2 Finding innovative, cost-e�ective methods to convey the critical
role of upholding democracy amid increasing global skepticism.

Project DEMED addresses these challenges by using social media to
conduct civic education campaigns, o�ering a cost-e�ective and
wide-reaching method.
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Social media: The end or the savior of democracy?
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