25th September 2007: Appellant lodged a petition for recovery of documents relating to Chapter 25 of the SCCRC's referral. These documents, which were withheld from the appellant and the Trial Court, were one of several grounds of upon which the referral was based, the SCCRC having arrived at the view that the non-disclosure amounted to a Miscarriage of Justice.

11th October 2007: Court hearing upon the Appellant’s petition for recovery of documents. Answers ordered to be lodged by the Crown, the Advocate General for Scotland & Dumfries & Galloway Constabulary within 6 weeks.

3rd December 2007: The Appellant’s solicitors wrote to the Court making an application for authority to release productions for forensic examination.

20th December 2007: Court Hearing in respect of the Appellant’s motion to repel Advocate General for Scotland's plea in law was heard. Lord Advocate and Advocate General were given time to adjust answers. A debate was assigned, 20th February 2008 regarding competency and relevancy of the claim to public interest immunity.

21st December 2007: Appellant lodged a full statement of the grounds of appeal

20th February 2008: Court Hearing regarding the competency and relevancy of the public interest immunity claim made by the Advocate General for Scotland. Further petition for inspection of property – access to Court productions–received by the Court.

7th March 2008: Opinion, repelling motion on competency of public interest immunity objection.

27th & 28th May 2008: Court Hearing in respect of public interest immunity.

29th May 2008: The Court issued its decision in light of the Court hearing on 27th and 28th May 2009. They ordered that the documents, in respect of which public interest immunity had been claimed, should be lodged with the Court. The Court also ordered that a Closed Court hearing be assigned to determine the public interest immunity objection.

12th June 2008: The Court assigned 19th August 2008 as a diet to hear the Secretary of State’s objections to disclosure. It confirmed that the Lord Advocate is entitled to be heard at this hearing

17th – 20th June 2008: Court hearing in relation to the Crown’s challenge to the scope of the appeal. Matter taken to avizandum

1st July 2008: Further Petition lodged by the Appellant regarding access to photo spread productions from the Trial

16th July 2008: Procedural Court hearing regarding the Appellant’s petition requesting the opportunity to inspect the photo spread productions from the Trial. Court continued the hearing to 20th August 2008 to give the Crown and the Advocate General an opportunity to properly respond.

19th August 2008: The Court issued its decision in light of the Closed Court hearing on 27th – 28th May 2008. It ordered that

- a Special Advocate is to be appointed

- that the Advocate General should produce a draft protocol regarding the terms of the Special Advocate’s appointment

- that an open hearing should be assigned to settle the terms of the appointment of the Special Advocate

20th August 2008: Continued Court hearing regarding the Appellant’s request for access to/inspection of productions.

The Crown no longer opposes the petition for inspection.

The petition regarding access to/examination of forensic productions had been opposed by the Crown. However, after argument before the court, the petition was granted and the matter continued in order that parties could seek to draw up a protocol regarding the arrangements for examination.

15th October 2008: The Court issued its opinion regarding the Crown’s challenge to the Scope of the Appeal. The Court held that the Appellant is not restricted to advancing only those Grounds of Appeal based on the matters referred by the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission

23rd October 2008: The Appellant lodged a further devolution minute seeking access to material not previously disclosed to the Appellant.

25th November 2008: The Appellant lodged a further Petition with the Court seeking disclosure of forensic material not previously disclosed

27th November 2008: Procedural Court hearing was held in respect of, amongst other things, the Appellant’s disclosure requests.

6th November 2008: The Appellant lodged an application for bail with the Court

14th November 2008: The Appellant’s application for bail was refused by the Court

18th December 2008 Open Court hearing regarding the appointment of Special Counsel. The protocol regarding the terms of Special Counsel’s appointment were agreed and Special Counsel was appointed.

17th March 2009: The Court issues its opinion regarding the Appellant’s petition for recovery of previously non-disclosed material. Specific orders are made regarding disclosure by the Crown

