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[JINGLE] 
 
Dr Esa Aldegheri 
 ْ لْه

ً
لْ سَْوَْْا

ً
أَْْها ,ْbenvenuti,ْfàilte,ْtitambire,ْwelcomeْtoْtheْpodcaseْseriesْofْtheْUNESCOْ

ChairْinْRefugeeْIntegrationْthroughْLanguagesْandْtheْArtsْatْtheْUniversityْofْGlasgow.ْ
Weْbringْyouْsoundsْaboutْintegration,ْlanguages,ْculture,ْsocietyْandْidentity.ْ 
withْus. 
 
[JINGLE] 
 
Olivia Ndoti 
WelcomeْtoْtheْpodcastْforْtheْUniversityْofْGlasgowْthat'sْbeingْdoneْbyْUNESCO.ْMyْ
nameْisْOliviaْDottyْandْI'mْalsoْaْformerْcurrentْstudentْofْtheْUniversityْofْGlasgow.ْI'mْ
joinedْinْwithْMukukaْْKasondeْfromْZambiaْandْalsoْBriceْCatherin.ْWelcomeْtoْyouْboth.ْ
Couldْyouْpleaseْintroduceْyourselves?ْ 
 
Mukuka Kasonde 
Yes,ْmyْnameْisْMukuka.ْI'mْaْPhDْcandidate.ْIْsupposeْIْcouldْsayْaْcriticalْmanagementْ
scholarْandْmyْresearchْinvolvesْexploringْcauseْtoْdecolonizeْUKْbusinessْschools.ْ 
 
Brice Catherin 
IْamْBriceْCatherin,ْI'mْFrench,ْIْhaveْaْbackgroundْasْaْmusician,ْIْwasْtrainedْasْaْ
classicalْmusician,ْandْIْamْnowْanْartist,ْalsoْaْwriter,ْwhileْdoingْallْsortsْofْartisticْthings,ْ
andْaْdoctorْinْmusicْcompositionsْtoo.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Thankْyouْveryْmuch.ْWelcomeْboth.ْTodayْwe'reْhereْtoْlistenْtoْtheْprojectْaboutْ
storytelling,ْwhichْhasْbeenْdoneْinْZambia.ْAndْrightْnow,ْI'dْlikeْbothْofْyouْtoْexplainْ
aboutْyourْprojectْthatْyou'veْbeenْdoingْinْZambiaْwithْtheْchildren.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Itْwouldْbeْgoodْtoْexplainْhowْthisْprojectْcameْabout.ْSoْitْcameْaboutْthroughْ
conversationsْbetweenْBriceْandْIْwhenْIْwasْtalkingْaboutْhowْthere'sْlimitedْlocalْ
readingْcontentْinْZambia.ْIْthinkْpartlyْthisْalsoْcameْoutْofْmyْownْresearch,ْsoْevenْ
thoughْit'sْnotْtoْdoْwithْeducationْatْprimaryْlevel.ْButْthenْwhenْIْwentْtoْtheْUKْtoْdoْ
myْPhD,ْinْaْsense,ْIْunderstoodْaْlittleْbitْmoreْaboutْhowْmuchْofْtheْcontentْthatْIْwasْ
exposedْtoْinْprimaryْschoolْforْreadingْwasْUKْcontent.ْThereْwasْaْsenseْofْyearningْforْ
meْinْsomethingْthatْwouldْbeْaْbitْmoreْlocal.ْAndْsoْweْbeganْtalkingْaboutْthatْandْweْ



said,ْwell,ْbasedْon,ْIْsuppose,ْourْinterestsْandْourْskills,ْwhatْifْweْdidْaْprojectْthatْ
bringsْoutْsomeْmoreْlocalْstoriesْfromْZambianْchildren,ْspecifically?ْ 
 
Brice 
Yes.ْAndْthenْweْconsideredْthatْtheْspecialistsْofْchildrenْliteratureْwereْchildren.ْSoْ
ratherْthanْfindingْadultْwritersْorْwritingْourselves,ْsinceْweْareْbothْalsoْwritingْfictions,ْ
weْdecidedْtoْgoْtoْsaidْchildrenْandْwriteْstoriesْwithْthem.ْSoْitْwasْaْveryْspontaneousْ
pilotْprojectْthatْweْdidْlastْsummer.ْSoْweْhaveْonlyْfourْstoriesْforْnow,ْbutْit'sْanْ
ongoingْproject.ْAndْhopefullyْweْhaveْaْbiggerْcollectionْsoonْenough.ْAndْjustْtoْaddْtoْ
whatْMukukaْjustْsaid,ْsoْEnglishْisْtheْnationalْlanguageْinْZambia,ْbutْalsoْtheْbooksْthatْ
areْpublishedْinْlocalْlanguagesْlikeْBembaْandْNyanja.ْThereْareْalsoْBritishْstoriesْthatْ
areْbeingْtranslatedْintoْtheseْlanguages.ْSoْtheْlackْofْlocalْliteratureْisْveryْimpressiveْ
andْthisْliteratureْexists,ْit'sْjustْnotْpublished.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Sinceْyou'reْtalkingْaboutْlanguageْandْthisْisْaboutْstorytellingْandْsharingْlanguageْasْ
well,ْI'dْlikeْtoْknowْexactlyْwhatْlanguagesْareْyouْusingْtoْtellْtheْstoriesْwithْtheْ
children.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
SoْtheْshortْanswerْIْsupposeْwhenْitْcomesْtoْtheْlanguageْisْthatْit'sْEnglish,ْbecauseْ
that'sْtheْcommonْlanguageْamongstْallْtheْpeopleْwhoْwereْinvolvedْinْtheْproject.ْAndْ
alsoْtheْofficialْlanguageْofْinstructionْandْtheْlevelْofْtheْchildrenْwhoْwereْworkingْwith.ْ 
 
Brice 
Soْofْcourseْit'sْinْEnglish,ْbutْsinceْmostْofْtheْchildrenْspeakْtwo,ْthreeْlanguages,ْ
wheneverْpossibleْweْaddedْaْbitْofْBembaْhereْandْNijandaْthere.ْSoْinْtheْtextْthereْareْ
aْfewْwordsْfromْlocalْlanguages.ْ 
 
Child reading aloud 
AloraْBrownْwasْaْfamousْblackْteacher-scientistْexplorer.ْHerْassistantْwasْaْwhiteْmanْ
namedْFranklinْAlbert.ْTheyْwereْbothْfromْUnesiaْaْcountryْofْgreatْculture,ْvarietyْandْ
equality.ْTheْdifferentْprovincesْofْUnesiaْwereْFriendshipland,ْNeverlandْandْ
Adventureland.ْUnesia’sْneighbouringْcountriesْwereْBotswana,ْtheْUK,ْtheْUS,ْBelgium,ْ
Mozambique,ْCongo,ْFrance,ْNigeria,ْEgypt,ْBrazil,ْMorocco,ْSouthْAfrica,ْandْMadagascar.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Iْthinkْoneْofْtheْthingsْthatْweْwereْaimingْforْwasْthatْtheْprojectْwouldْbeْasْ
collaborativeْasْpossible,ْsoْeverybodyْinْtheْclassroomْatْthatْtimeْwouldْbeْinvolved.ْNotْ
onlyْdidْweْwantْtoْhaveْmaybeْaْstoryْasْaْproduct,ْbutْweْalsoْwantedْtheْprocessْtoْbeْ
oneْthatْallowsْmaybeْcross-creativityْbetweenْtheْstudentsْandْalsoْwithْourselves,ْ
thoughْmainlyْweْwereْworkingْasْfacilitators.ْ 
 
Brice 
It'sْaْcollaborativeْprojectْandْit'sْaْveryْimportantْaspectْofْit.ْSoْitْmeansْthatْweْhaveْtoْ
findْaْwayْtoْgetْallْtheْideasْofْallْtheْdifferentْchildrenْtoْfitْtogether.ْThere'sْaْbitْofْ
negotiation,ْnotْmuchْbecauseْtheْchildrenْareْmostlyْacceptingْallْtheْideasْthatْareْ



appearing.ْWhenْthereْareْcontradictions,ْlikeْweْhaveْinْtheْlastْstory,ْtheْfourthْone,ْweْ
wroteْdownْtheْdifferentْversionsْexplainingْthatْweْcalledْtheْchildrenْtheْ12th,ْIْmean,ْ12ْ
wiseْchildren,ْandْtheyْhave;ْitsْoralْtradition,ْsoْtheyْhaveْdifferentْversionsْofْtheْsameْ
story,ْwhichْisْperfectlyْnormal.ْSoْweْwriteْinْaْdifferentْversion.ْSoْweْalwaysْfindْwaysْtoْ
putْintoْlightْtheْvalueْofْtheseْdifferentْopinionsْandْconsiderْthemْasْaْqualityْratherْthanْ
anْobstruction.ْ 
Weْdidn'tْwantْalsoْtoْarriveْinْtheْclassroomsْwithْanْagendaْlikeْbeing,ْareْweْgoingْtoْ
talkْaboutْthis?ْAreْweْgoingْtoْtalkْaboutْthat?ْSoْwhatْhappenedْisْthatْtheyْtalkedْaboutْ
thingsْthatْwereْtotallyْunexpectedْforْus,ْwhichْwasْreallyْgreat.ْTheْonlyْthingْthatْIْ
endedْupْasking,ْbecauseْIْthoughtْitْwasْniceْandْimportant,ْwasْtoْhaveْatْleastْoneْ
Zambianْelementْtoْtheْstory.ْSoْeitherْaْpartْofْtheْstoryْshouldْhappenْinْZambia,ْorْoneْ
ofْtheْcharactersْatْleastْshouldْbeْZambian.ْSoْeachْstoryْhasْaْZambianْelement.ْBecauseْ
theْveryْfirstْclassroomْweْentered,ْtheyْwereْagedْsixْtoْnine.ْTheyْhadْonlyْAmericanْandْ
Britishْheroes,ْdoingْAmericanْandْBritishْthings.ْSoْweْaskedْthemْtoْbringْtheseْguysْtoْ
Zambiaْandْseeْwhatْhappensْtoْthem.ْ(-ْYeah.)ْPopْcultureْheroes.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Yes.ْIndeed,ْthatْwasْveryْinteresting.ْAndْIْthinkْwhenْweْwentْintoْtheْproject,ْweْwentْ
inْwithْaْcuriosityْandْopenness.ْSoْourْquestionْwas,ْwhatْdoْZambianْchildrenْinْthisْareaْ
andْwithinْthisْage,ْwhatْdoْtheyْwantْtoْtalkْabout?ْWhatْdoْtheyْwantْwithinْstories?ْ
Andْsoْindeedْitْwasْunexpectedْhowْmuch,ْatْleastْdefinitelyْforْme,ْhowْmuchْpopْ
cultureْthereْwasْwithinْtheseْstories.ْYeah,ْIْthinkْforْmeْalsoْinْmyْpost-colonialْinterest,ْ
itْjustْsortْofْsolidifiedْthis,ْmaybeْwhenْyouْcomeْfromْtheْtheoryْtoْtheْpracticeْwhereْ
youْhaveْthisْtheoryْofْdistinctnessْinْcultureْmaybe.ْAndْsoْforْme,ْitْjustْblurredْthisْ
image,ْIْsuppose,ْofْwhatْZambianْcultureْisْforْyoungْpeople.ْAndْsoْthatْwasْsomethingْ
thatْwasْquiteْunexpected.ْ 
 
Brice 
Itْalsoْdemonstratedْhowْwideْtheirْcultureْisْbecauseْtheyْknowْofْcourseْtheْwholeْ
globalْNorthْcultureْstuffْthatْIْwasْnotْawareْof,ْbutْI'mْnotْveryْgoodْatْpopْcultureْinْ
general,ْIْconfess.ْButْalsoْhowْawareْtheyْareْofْlocalْpoliticsْissues.ْSoْthereْwasْ
constantlyْthisْgoingْbackْandْforthْbetweenْtheْinternationalْorْimperialistْglobalْNorthْ
cultureْandْveryْlocalْmattersْthatْtheyْmasterْreallyْwell,ْtoْbeْhonest.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Whenْtheْchildrenْareْreadingْbooks,ْareْtheseْtheْbooksْthatْareْprovidedْbyْyouْorْisْitْ
thisْschoolْthatْprovidesْtheْbooks?ْAndْisْitْeasyْforْtheْchildrenْtoْhaveْaccessْtoْtheْ
booksْtoْreadْtoْinْthoseْareasْwhereْyou'reْworkingْwithْthem?ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Soْforْourْprojects,ْweْdidn'tْhaveْanyْreadingْmaterialْsets.ْSoْwhatْweْdidْisْweْ-ْmaybeْ
beforeْIْfinishedْansweringْthis,ْIْmightْjustْtouchْonْtheْideaْofْaccess.ْThisْwasْaْpilotْ
projectْbecauseْofْcourseْnoْone'sْjustْgoingْtoْletْyouْhaveْaccessْtoْtheirْschoolْchildrenْ
rightlyْsoْyouْknow;ْthereْshouldْbeْsomeْsortْofْprocessْbeforeْyouْgetْaccessْtoْit.ْSoْweْ
wereْluckyْinْthatْweْdoْhaveْcontactsْwithْtheْheadsْofْtheْschoolsْthatْweْwentْinto.ْAndْ
soْweْpresentedْtheْprojectsْtoْthemْandْtheyْacceptedْtoْallowْusْtoْdoْtheْpilotْwithْ
them.ْSoْthat'sْhowْweْgotْaccessْtoْtheseْparticularْschools.ْSoْwhatْweْdidْthenْisْthatْ



weْalsoْspokeْtoْtheْteachersْbeforehand,ْjustْexplainْtoْthemْwhatْwe'reْgoingْtoْdo,ْwhatْ
theْaimْofْtheْofْtheْprojectْis,ْhowْwe'reْgoingْtoْconductْit.ْAndْsoْwhenْweْwalkedْintoْ
theْclassroom,ْweْhadْmixedْchildrenْinْtermsْofْageْandْgender.ْAndْweْjustْbasicallyْsaid,ْ
‘Okay,ْwe'reْgoingْtoْwriteْaْstoryْallْofْusْtogether,ْhowْdoْyouْwantْusْtoْbeginْtheْstory?’ْ
Andْsoْit'sْveryْmuchْaْprocessْthatْcomesْfromْreceivingْwhatْtheْchildrenْhave,ْandْthenْ
alsoْtryingْtoْencourageْthemْtoْworkْwithْoneْanotherْinْtermsْofْdevelopingْtheْideas.ْ
Andْsoْourْrolesْmainlyْareْjustْsortْofْtoْbeْwritingْdownْwhatْthey'reْsaying,ْandْinْaْ
senseْtoْbeْguidingْtheْstory,ْbutْnotْinْaْwayْwhereْwe'reْleading,ْwe'reْsortْofْworkingْoffْ
ofْtheirْideas.ْSoْthereْwasْnoْreadingْbefore.ْ 
 
Brice 
Becauseْtheْreadingْlistْisْalreadyْanْagenda.ْLikeْifْyouْchooseْbooksْthatْtheyْshouldْreadْ
beforehand,ْyou'reْalreadyْhearingْaْlot.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Yeah,ْsoْit's,ْweْtried.ْAndْIْthinkْthat'sْsomethingْthatْworkedْreallyْwellْtoْveryْmuchْjustْ
haveْtheْchildrenْleadingْtheْstory.ْAndْthenْweْjustْactingْas,ْasْsortْofْwritersْandْputtingْ
ideasْtogether.ْAtْsomeْpointْweْhadْwhiteboardsْandْweْhadْlikeْyouْknowْ10-15ْbulletْ
pointsْandْthenْwouldْtakeْaْpicture,ْeraseْthatْandْthenْwriteْmoreْbulletْpointsْjustْtoْ
seeْhowْtheْstoryْsortْofْflowed.ْ 
 
Child 2 reading aloud 
Thereْonceْwasْaْfamilyْofْthreeْwhichْwasْaْmum,ْdadْandْaْgirlْwhoseْnameْwasْMalaika.ْ
Oneْdayْtheyْwentْcampingْsoْtheyْwereْpreparingْforْcamping.ْTheyْsetْoffْatْ9.14.ْItْwasْ
aْlongْwayْtoْtheْcampsite.ْThisْcampْwasْnextْtoْaْniceْforkْatْtheْVictoriaْFalls.ْSoْtheyْ
arrivedْatْ18:20.ْTheyْsetْtheirْtentsْandْasْtheyْwereْsleeping,ْtheyْhidْaْroar.ْMalaika’sْ
parentsْcameْoutْofْtheْtentْandْsawْaْlionْandْtheْlionْateْthem.ْAfterْtheْlionْateْthem,ْ
theْlionْheardْaْchildْcryْandْenteredْtheْtentْandْfoundْaْbabyْgirl.ْLuckilyْforْMalaika,ْsheْ
wasْfive,ْsoْsheْknewْsomeْthings.ْAndْsheْwasْoldْenoughْtoْknowْthatْherْparentsْareْ
dead.ْSoْtheْlionْtookْherْbyْtheْlegْandْtookْherْtoْtheْlion'sْden.ْAndْtheْlion'sْleftْherْ
alone.ْButْsheْranْasْfastْasْsheْcouldْandْfoundْtheْvillageْinْtheْforest.ْAndْsheْwasْraisedْ
thereْonly. 
 
Olivia 
Iْjustْwantْtoْgoْbackْwithْyou,ْMokuka.ْYouْmentionedْsomethingْtoْdoْwithْpost-colonialْ
lands.ْWhenْtheْchildrenْareْreadingْtheirْbooksْ–ْit’sْfromْoneْofْtheْstoriesْthatْI'veْ
listenedْto-ْthatْyouْguysْhaveْdoneْwithْtheْchildren,ْtalksْaboutْtheْVictoriaْFalls.ْHowْ
muchْawareْtheْchildren?ْHowْmuchْareْtheyْawareْaboutْtheْVictoriaْFalls?ْAndْlookingْatْ
theْpost-colonialْlanesْwherebyْDavidْLivingstoneْstoryْisْmoreْlikeْveryْfamiliarْinْtheْ
Zambianْeducation.ْDoْyouْchangeْtoْretellْthatْstoryْwhenْyouْthinkْaboutْtheْpost-
colonialْlayers?ْOrْdoْyouْtellْlikeْaْnaturalْstoryْofْwhatْisْhappeningْtoday?ْBecauseْIْ
believeْtheْstoryْwasْnotْtaughtْcorrectly,ْwhichْinْZambiaْwasْknownْthatْDavidْLivingstonْ
wasْtheْfounderْofْtheْVictoriaْFalls.ْButْthereْwereْindigenousْpeopleْbeforeْDavidْ
Livingstonْarrivedْtoْthatْarea.ْSoْhowْareْtheْchildrenْlearningْaboutْthat?ْIndeed.ْ 
 
Mukuka 



That'sْaْgreatْquestionْbecauseْIْthinkْfromْaْpost-colonialْscholarْperspective,ْthereْwereْ
lotsْofْthingsْthatْwereْcomingْoutْduringْtheْconversationsْthatْsortْofْmadeْmeْgo,ْ"Ohْ
no."ْButْthenْIْthinkْwhatْIْhadْtoْrememberْwasْthatْIْwasn'tْthereْasْaْpost-colonialْ
scholar.ْThat'sْsomethingْthatْisْthereْinْmyْmindْandْsomethingْthatْI'mْquiteْregularlyْ
thinkingْabout.ْButْhavingْsaidْthat,ْweْdidْhaveْaْdiscussionْaboutْVictoriaْFallsْandْMosi-
oa-Tunyaْandْwhichْwordsْtoْuseْandْwhichْlanguageْtoْuseْinْreferenceْtoْthat.ْIْthinkْforْ
me,ْevenْsomeْofْtheْgenderedْaspectsْofْwhatْwasْcomingْoutْinْtheْconversationsْwasْ
somethingْthatْmadeْmeْpauseْandْreflect,ْespeciallyْonْourْrolesْasْfacilitatorsْofْtheseْ
workshops.ْAndْIْthinkْwhatْweْdidْisْthat,ْofْcourseْweْcouldn'tْnotْmakeْcertainْ
comments.ْSoْweْdid,ْlikeْIْsaid,ْhaveْaْdiscussionْonْVictoriaْFallsْandْMosi-oa-Tunya,ْandْ
atْoneْpoint,ْweْwereْdiscussingْtheْraceْofْsomeْofْtheْcharacters.ْSo,ْyouْknow,ْwe'reْ
discussingْshouldْthisْcharacterْbeْblackْandْfemale,ْorْshouldْtheyْbeْwhiteْandْmale?ْAndْ
whatْareْsomeْofْtheْcharacteristics?ْIْthinkْatْsomeْpoint,ْoneْofْtheْstudentsْsaidْorْwereْ
discussingْtheْideaْthat,ْyouْknow,ْwhiteْpeopleْareْgenerallyْexplorersْbecauseْBlackْ
peopleْdon't.ْAndْsoْweْhadْthose,ْweْhadْthoseْconversationsْ 
 
Brice 
I’mْthinkingْofْmyْyear.ْSheْsaidْsomethingْlikeْBlackْpeopleْstayْatْhomeْand,ْandْwhiteْ
peopleْareْadventurers.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Yes,ْandْadventurers.ْYes.ْSoْfromْaْpost-colonialْperspective,ْitْwasْquiteْdifficultْto,ْtoْsortْ
ofْhaveْtheseْencounters.ْOfْcourse,ْtheyْdon'tْmakeْitْintoْtheْbookْbecauseْthat'sْnotْtheْ
purposeْofْthe,ْofْtheْbook.ْButْwhatْweْdidْdo,ْwhichْIْthinkْwasْreally,ْwasْreallyْ
meaningfulْforْme,ْandْhopefullyْforْtheْstudents,ْisْthatْafterْweْwereْdoneْwithْtheْ
workshops,ْyouْknow,ْduringْlunch,ْweْdidْhaveْconversationsْaboutْtheseْthings.ْAndْweْ
triedْto,ْweْtriedْtoْhaveْtheْconversationsْinْaْwayْthatْopenedْupْtheirْmindsْto,ْtoْotherْ
waysْofْthinkingْaboutْthings.ْSoْlikeْyouْsaid,ْyouْknow,ْit'sْVictoriaْFalls,ْbutْthenْwhyْdoْ
weْnotْcallْitْMosi-oa-Tunya;ْwhatْdoesْMosi-oa-Tunyaْmean?ْSoْmaybeْtoْcutْalongْ
answerْshort,ْIْthinkْwhatْitْsortْofْsuggestedْtoْusْisْthatْthere'sْaْlotْofْre-educationْthatْ
hasْtoْhappen,ْevenْatْprimaryْlevel,ْbecauseْfromْtheseْconversations,ْyouْcanْsortْofْseeْ
howْthe,ْIْsuppose,ْcolonialْideas,ْyouْknow,ْtheْgenderedْideasْalreadyْsetْinْthere.ْAndْIْ
thinkْwithoutْsomeْsortْofْstrongْintervention,ْtheyْkindْofْcontinue,ْyouْknow,ْthroughْtheْ
educationْsystem.ْ 
 
Brice 
Butْwe'reْableْtoْchallengeْthatْveryْplayfully.ْIْmean,ْwhenْwe'reْstartingْeveryْsession,ْweْ
wouldْlikeْjustْaskْ‘whatْisْtheْstory?ْOkay,ْweْneedْcharacters,ْwhoْareْtheْcharacters?’ْ
andْitْwasْreallyْeasyْtoْsayْlike,ْ‘oh,ْshouldْweْnotْhaveْaْyoungْgirlْasْaْhero’,ْforْinstance,ْ
andْthey’dْbeْlikeْ‘goodْideaْlet'sْdoْthat!’.ْAndْthenْweْhadْyoungerْgirlsْasْheroes.ْSoْ
whenْIْwasْsayingْweْdidn'tْhaveْanْagendaْ-ْokay,ْit'sْtrue,ْbutْweْdidn'tْwantْtoْendْupْ
withْonlyْaْmaleْ-ْweْdidn'tْwantْtoْendْupْwithْCaptainْAmericaْinْeachْstory.ْSoْweْdidْ
pushْforْaْfewْthingsْlikeْaْZambianْaspect,ْyoungْgirlsْasْheroes,ْtheseْkindsْofْthings.ْAndْ
there'sْanْinterestingْconversationْaboutْracialْbiasesْinْtheْlastْstory.ْAْlotْofْquestionsْ
aboutْraceْhaveْbeenْmentionedْinْtheْstory.ْLikeْtheْheroesْallْcomeْfromْdifferent,ْ-ْWell,ْ
theْmainْheroْisْaْblackْwomanْscientistْandْherْassistantْisْaْwhiteْman.ْAndْthisْweْdidn'tْ
comeْupْwithْit.ْIْthinkْthatْtheyْhadْtheْidea.ْSoْalreadyْhereْthere'sْaْstrongerْdifferenceْ



withْtheْusualْbiases.ْAndْthereْareْallْtheseْlike,ْyeah,ْracialْdiscussions.ْThere'sْevenْthisْ
mysteriousْwhiteْtribeْnearْMosi-oa-Tunya,ْwhereْareْtheyْfrom?ْYouْknow,ْaْtribeْofْwhiteْ
menْin,ْwellْnearْMosi-oa-Tunya,ْit'sْveryْmysterious. 
 
Child 3 reading aloud 
Justْafterْheْcommittedْthisْcrime,ْFranklinْgotْbittenْbyْaْsnake.ْTamikoْexplainsْtoْusْthatْ
itْattackedْhimْbecauseْofْMalaika'sْbracelet.ْIfْanyoneْeverْtriedْtoْharmْMalaika,ْtheْ
braceletْwouldْtellْallْtheْanimals,ْandْtheْanimalsْwouldْchargeْatْtheْperson;ْinْthisْcaseْ
FranklinْAlbert.ْAlbert.ْInْfact,ْthanksْtoْherْbracelet,ْtheْanimalْfriendْwouldْalsoْcomeْtoْ
rescueْher.ْAndْindeed,ْasْsheْwasْfallingْfromْaْfragileْtreeْbranch,ْcroppingْoutْofْtheْ
force,ْwhereْFranklin,ْwhoْthoughtْheْhadْleftْherْdead,ْtheْeagleْfriendْcarefullyْpickedْ
herْupْandْsaidْtoْher:ْ“Now,ْthereْareْdifferentْopinionsْregardingْtheْtypeْofْsnakeْthatْ
bitْFranklinْandْitsْmotivations.ْLetْusْhearْtheْwiseْchildren.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Iْthinkْfromْoneْofْtheْstoriesْthatْyou'veْalreadyْdone,ْIْpickedْup,ْIْthink,ْoneْofْtheْboysْ
wasْtalkingْaboutْthisْscientistْbeingْgreedy,ْdiscoveredْtheْmineralْresources,ْtheْstones.ْ
Theْstonesْwereْprecious,ْitْmadeْmeْlaugh.ْAndْIْwasْjustْlike,ْokay,ْIْthink,ْlikeْyouْsaid,ْ
there'sْaْlotْofْre-educationْalsoْbeingْdoneْthroughْtheْstoriesْyouْguysْareْsharingْwithْ
theْchildren.ْButْIْwasْlaughingْbecauseْhowْtheْboyْsaidْitْlikeْoneْofْtheْscientistsْ
becameْveryْgreedyْandْfoundْtheْpreciousْstonesْthatْwasْlikeْstealingْthoseْpreciousْ
stones.ْAndْthat'sْamazing.ْIْthinkْit'sْraisingْawarenessْthatْactuallyْwithinْAfricaْwe'veْgotْ
preciousْstonesْandْtheْchildrenْareْawareْofْthat.ْAndْthisْisْsomethingْIْthinkْgoingْ
forwardْthatْtheْeducationْcarriesْon.ْSoْwhenْyouْhearْthingsْlikeْthat,ْorْwhenْyouْcomeْ
upْwithْtheْscientistsْbeingْgreedy,ْstealingْtheْstones:ْhowْwouldْyouْreverseْitْandْmakeْ
itْmoreْunderstandingْtoْtheْchildrenْforْthemْtoْunderstandْwhyْtheْscientistsْwhoْstealْ
theْstones?ْWouldْyouْtellْthemْbecauseْthere'sْnoْstonesْinْEuropeْorْtheyْdon'tْhaveْtheْ
preciousْ-ْْAfrica’sْgotْaْpreciousْstones?ْWowْwouldْyouْre-educateْthatْforْthemْtoْ
appreciateْhowْmuchْAfricaْhasْgotْasْwellْasْaْcontinent?ْ 
 
Mukuka 
IْthinkْIْwouldْsayْthatْthisْis,ْIْthinkْthere'sْanotherْthingْwhichْcomesْback,ْlikeْtheْideaْ
ofْcuriosityْofْwhatْareْchildrenْthinkingْabout,ْbecauseْIْthinkْmostْofْtheْtimeْweْasْ
adults,ْweْdon'tْreallyْaskْthemْwhatْthey'reْthinkingْandْweْdon'tْallowْthemْtoْexpandْ
theirْideas.ْAndْsoْthere's,ْIْshouldn'tْevenْsayْthis,ْbecauseْwhyْwouldْIْthinkْotherwise?ْ
Butْthereْisْaْremarkableْlevelْofْawarenessْthatْchildrenْhave.ْAndْIْthinkْtheْreasonْwhyْ
weْdon'tْrealizeْitْmightْbeْbecauseْofْtheْwayْthatْweْhaveْconversations,ْbecauseْ
everythingْthat'sْcomingْoutْinْtheْstories,ْitْwasn'tْfromْtheْtwoْofْus,ْitْwasْveryْmuchْ
fromْthem.ْSoْeveryْsingleْ-ْitْwasْputْtogetherْbyْBrice,ْbutْeveryْsingleْideaْthatْcomesْ
outْisْcomingْfromْthem.ْAndْsoْfromْtheseْideasْandْtheْconversationsْinْbetweenْtheْ
sessionsْandْtheْconversationsْafterْtheْsessionsْwithْthem,ْforْme,ْitْdemonstratesْanْ
awarenessْthatْIْassumedْwasn'tْthere.ْAndْthat'sْshamefulْonْmyْpart.ْ 
 
Brice 
Weْhaveْaْfewْanswersْinْthisْlastْstoryْagain,ْbecauseْindeed,ْtheْscientistsْareْgreedyْandْ
tryingْtoْworkْforْtheirْownْbenefit.ْAndْatْsomeْpoint,ْtheْchildrenْsaid,ْ‘okay,ْweْhaveْtoْ
solveْthatْandْmakeْthemْchangeْtheirْbehavior.ْTheyْhaveْtoْbecomeْgoodْpeople’.ْSoْweْ



askedْthemْ‘howْdoْtheyْbecomeْgoodْpeople?’.ْTheْchildrenْfirstْsaid,ْ‘well,ْweْtellْthemْ
toْstopْbeingْbad’.ْOkay,ْandْthen,ْthenْweْwentْintoْdetailsْofْhowْtoْdoْthat.ْAndْthere'sْ
thisْrecipeْatْtheْendْofْtheْbookْand,ْandْtheseْgreedyْscientists,ْtheyْunderstandْthatْit'sْ
betterْtoْworkْforْtheْcommonْandْlocalْgoodْthanْforْtheirْownْinterests.ْSoْIْthinkْtheْ
childrenْareْveryْawareْofْtheseْthings.ْWhatْisْmoreْpuzzlingْforْthem,ْIْguess,ْisْwhyْdoْ
weْnotْdoْthatْallْtheْtime,ْright?ْStopْbeingْbad.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Stopْbeingْbad.ْStopْit.ْYeah.ْYeah,ْno,ْIْthinkْourْaimْwasْnotْtoْteachْthem,ْifْthatْmakesْ
anyْsense.ْWeْdidn'tْgoْinْnormalْclassroomْstyleْwhereْwe'reْlike,ْokay,ْifْyouْhaveْthis,ْ
here'sْaْsolutionْforْyou.ْIْthinkْweْveryْmuchْwentْinْhavingْthemْcomeْforward.ْSoْlikeْ
Briceْsaid,ْtheyْwouldْpresentْsolutionsْtoْsomeْofْtheْproblemsْthatْthey'veْobservedْ
withinْsociety.ْIْthinkْaْgoodْexampleْisْtheْquestionْaboutْtheْpresident.ْSoْduringْoneْofْ
theْstories,ْIْthinkْthisْisْtheْPresidentْKatyْPerryْstory.ْ 
 
Brice 
Sameْname,ْdifferentْperson.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Sameْname,ْdifferentْperson,ْyes.ْOneْofْtheْpupilsْstoodْupْandْsaid,ْ‘well,ْIْhaveْaْ
questionْforْtheْpresident’ْ-ْbecauseْitْwasْmeantْtoْbeْaْpressْconferenceْinْtheْstoryْ-ْ
Andْheْsays,ْ‘well,ْmyْquestionْis,ْMr.ْPresidentْwillْyouْ-’ 
 
Brice 
MrsْPresident 
 
Mukuka 
Mrs.ْPresident,ْmyْbad!ْ‘Mrs.ْPresident,ْwillْyouْruleْonْpopularityْorْprinciple?’ْExactْ
words.ْAndْIْhaveْtoْadmit,ْIْwasْstruck,ْandْIْdidn'tْhaveْanْanswer.ْAndْsoْweْcleverly,ْbutْ
alsoْcowardly,ْsortْofْpushedْtheْclassْandْsaid,ْ‘okay,ْclass,ْwhatْdoْyouْthink?ْIfْyouْwereْ
theْpresident,ْwouldْyouْruleْonْpopularityْorْprinciple?’ْAndْthenْtheْconversationْsortْofْ
wentْwithْthemْgivingْusْresponses.ْThatْwasْanotherْveryْinterestingْsituationْthatْjustْ
demonstratedْhowْmuchْknowledgeْtheyْhave.ْ 
 
Brice 
Itْwasْaْseven-year-old,ْyes.ْAndْheْwasْreallyْshockedْthatْtheْpresidentْwouldْwouldْruleْ
onْpopularityْbecauseْitْwasْunacceptable,ْrightlyْunacceptableْforْhim.ْ 
 
Olivia 
That'sْveryْinterestingْtoْhearْthat.ْ 
 
Child 4 reading aloud 
AfterْtheْsnakeْbitْFranklin,ْMalaikaْtookْthemْbackْtoْtheْareaْwhereْtheyْwereْallْlivingْ
andْthenْsheْmadeْtheْremedyْstrokeْmoistureْmadeْofْmangoْleaves,ْcaterpillar,ْtheْbitsْ
ofْmonkeyْdroppings,ْandْtheْvenomْofْtheْsnake.ْSheْputْtheْmoistureْintoْtheْwoundْandْ
itْhealedْinْthreeْdays.ْAfterْthisْratherْextremeْjealousْcrisis,ْFranklinْcameْbackْtoْhisْ
senses.ْHeْandْAloraْlivedْamongْMosi-oa-Tunyaْwhileْstillْfiguringْoutْwaysْtoْrepairْtheْ



hymnْofْGupta.ْButْinْLula'sْownْwords,ْ"Theْchildْhadْtheirْsecrets.ْTheyْwereْhidingْ
somethingْfromْtheْentireْforestْandْnoْoneْknewْanythingْaboutْtheْmillions.ْTheْ
scientists,ْAloraْandْFranklin,ْfiguredْoutْaboutْtheْmillionsْandْgemstones,ْandْtheyْ
becameْgreedy.ْTheyْslylyْconvincedْMalaikaْtoْshowْthemْwhereْtoْfindْtheْmillionsْandْ
gemstones.ْAfterْsheْhadْshowedْthemْtheْplace,ْtheyْtriedْtoْkillْherْagain.ْThisْtime,ْsheْ
wasْsavedْbyْtheْmonkey.ْMeanwhile,ْtheْtribeْhadْheardْonْtheْradioْthatْtheْlowerْandْ
frontْendْwereْactuallyْpumasْonْtheْrun.ْTheirْguestsْwereْtoْfindْthem,ْandْtheyْarrestedْ
them.ْNowْthatْtheyْhadْtheirْmission,ْtheyْneededْtoْmakeْthemْbetterْpeople.ْHumansْ
eventuallyْopenedْupْaْjewelleryْbusinessْtoْhelpْtoْtryْandْspreadْoutْnewْtechnologiesْ
forْschools.ْButْtheْfirstْdayْofْoverْthemْshowedْgoodْfood,ْworld-worthyْmusicْandْaْ
decadentْspecialties.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Whenْyou'reْdoingْtheْworkshopsْwithْchildren,ْhowْmanyْworkshopsْdoْyouْusuallyْdoْ
withْthem?ْIsْitْonlyْliteratureْorْisْotherْworkshopsْmaybeْusingْus?ْ 
 
Brice 
Soْforْtheseْworkshops,ْweْhadْtheْfirstْtwoْgroups,ْweْhadْthemْforْhardlyْmoreْthanْanْ
hourْandْtwoْotherْgroupsْforْtwoْhours.ْButْinْthisْveryْshortْtime,ْweْmanagedْtoْwriteْ
theْstoriesْandْhaveْthemْillustrateْthemْbecauseْweْalsoْ-ْit'sْgoingْreallyْfastْbecauseْIْ
takeْtheْnotes,ْyouْtakeْtheْnotes:ْweْbothْtakeْtheْnotesْonْtheْboard.ْSoْitْgoesْreally,ْ
reallyْfast.ْWhenْtheْboardْisْfull,ْweْtakeْaْpicture,ْweْerase.ْSoْtheْprocessْisْveryْquick.ْ
Andْofْcourse,ْafterْ30,ْ45ْminutes,ْweْareْexhausted.ْTheْkidsْareْalright.ْSoْtoْpretendْ
thatْtheyْshouldْtakeْaْbreak,ْwe'reْlike,ْokay,ْnowْyouْshouldْmaybeْdrawْsomething.ْAndْ
theyْdrawْsomethingْforْ15,ْ20ْminutes,ْweْrecover,ْandْatْtheْendْtheyْhaveْallْtheseْ
greatْillustrationsْthatْgoْwithْtheْstory.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
ThisْhappenedْquiteْspontaneouslyْIْthinkْbecauseْweْweren'tْreally-ْitْbeingْaْpilot,ْwe'veْ
neverْdoneْthisْbefore.ْWeْhadْaْgeneralْframeworkْbasedْonْtheْworkْthatْhasْbeenْdoneْ
inْSwitzerland.ْ 
 
Brice 
HereْinْSwitzerland,ْbutْwithْolderْpeople.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Yes,ْwithْolderْpeople.ْSoْweْhadْaْgeneralْideaْofْhowْwe'reْgoingْtoْdoْitْbutْweْdidn'tْ
reallyْknowْwhatْwasْgoingْtoْhappenْwhenْwe'reْonْtheْground.ْAndْweْwereْalso,ْagain,ْ
consciousْofْtheْfactْthatْwe'reْworkingْwithْyoungerْchildrenْandْgivingْthemْsortْofْaْ
break,ْevenْthoughْasْweْsaid,ْweْwereْtheْonesْwhoْneededْtheْbreak.ْAndْweْdidn'tْ
knowْwhatْweْwereْgoingْtoْincorporate,ْwhatْwe'reْnotْgoingْtoْincorporate.ْAndْsoْIْ
thinkْtheْ-ْIْdon'tْknowْhowْtheْideaْtoْdrawْcameْup,ْbutْitْjustْcameْupْandْitْworkedْ
reallyْwellْbecauseْIْthinkْoneْthingْthatْweْsawْthroughْtheْworkshopsْwasْthatْchildrenْ
sometimesْlackْconfidenceْinْspeakingْandْalsoْinْpresentingْideasْbecauseْtheyْfeelْtheirْ
ideasْmightْnotْbeْsoْwelcome.ْAndْsoْforْsomeْwhoْareْaْbitْmoreْshy,ْweْtryْtoْbringْ
themْintoْtheْconversation,ْtheyْfoundْdrawingْtoْbeْhelpful.ْAndْsoْIْreallyْcan'tْ



rememberْhowْitْhappened.ْItْwasْoneْofْthoseْspontaneousْthings,ْbutْthenْitْworkedْsoْ
wellْthatْweْincorporatedْdrawingْinto,ْIْthink,ْtwoْmoreْofْtheْworkshop. 
ْ 
Brice 
YouْcameْupْwithْtheْideaْandْIْthoughtْyouْwereْaْgenius.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
DidْIْreally?ْ(Laughs)ْIْwillْclaimْthatْyes,ْIْcameْupْwithْtheْidea.ْ 
 
Child 5 reading aloud 
MyْearliestْmemoryْofْmyْparentsْisْbeingْkilledْbyْhumansْcalledْPreciousْandْtheْLiars.ْ
Myْparentsْwereْwarmingْthemselvesْupْonْaْrockْbyْtheْwaterْwhenْtheseْfilthyْhumansْ
spottedْandْhitْthemْwithْstones.ْTheyْagonizedْforْdaysْinْexcruciatingْpain.ْIْcouldْnotْ
helpْthem,ْIْjustْstaredْatْthemْdyingْslowly.ْTheirْbreathingْbecameْfasterْandْfaster,ْ
louderْandْlouder,ْandْstoppingْsuddenly.ْTheyْdiedْatْtheْexactْsameْsecond.ْTheyْhadْ
alwaysْdoneْeverythingْtogether,ْevenْthat.ْSinceْthenْI'veْalwaysْhatedْhumansْexceptْ
MalaikaْandْtheْTekkatsunyaْtribe.ْWhoْrespectْme?ْMalaikaْfedْmeْwhenْIْwasْanْorphan.ْ
Iْgaveْherْtheْsnakeْbraceletْmeaningْthatْwhenْanyoneْorْanyْhumanْorْanimalْhurtsْher,ْIْ
willْpunishْtheْculpritْwithْaْdeadlyْvice.ْIْknowْMalaikaْwillْhealْthemْbecauseْsheْisْsoْ
good.ْIْthinkْmyْwritingْandْhowْhealingْteachْthemْaْvaluableْlesson.ْ 
 
Olivia 
That'sْjustْaboutْconfidenceْbecauseْusuallyْIْthinkْlookingْatْculturalْnormsْtheْchildrenْ
areْbasicallyْtaughtْtoْsometimesْwaitْforْtheْgrown-upْtoْspeakْbeforeْtheyْcanْspeak.ْ 
 
Brice 
Itْcouldْbeْaْwholeْarticleْbecauseْweْhadْsmallْgroupsْandْthereْwereْbetweenْ12ْandْ15ْ
pupils.ْTheseْkindْofْgroupsْareْalrightْbecauseْevenْifْsomeoneْdoesn'tْspeak,ْyouْmanageْ
afterْaْwhileْtoْgetْthemْtoْsayْsomethingْandْtoْparticipateْandْtoْbeْsmartْlikeْallْtheْ
otherْkids.ْSoْweْcouldْtellْatْtheْendْthatْeveryoneْhadْideas,ْitْwasْaboutْsharingْthem.ْ
WeْalsoْsawْaْdifferenceْifْIْmayْsayْbetweenْtheْtwoْschoolsْbecauseْinْtheْsecondْschool,ْ
theْpupilsْwereْwereْcomingْfromْlike,ْlet'sْsay,ْ 
 
Mukuka 
-ْSlightlyْbetterْsocialْeconomicْbackground. 
 
Brice 
-ْYeah,ْsoْthereْwereْaْlotْmoreْconfidenceْspeakingْandْsharingْtheirْideas.ْIْrememberْinْ
theْsecondْschool,ْtheْgirlsْwereْveryْconfident,ْbutْagain,ْbecauseْofْthisْdifferentْsocialْ
background,ْmaybeْinْLusaka.ْHowْwasْit,ْtheْgenderْdifference,ْIْremember?ْIْthinkْtheْ
girlsْwereْaْbitْshyْatْtheْbeginning,ْbutْthenْitْwasْjustْaْquestionْofْwarmingْupْandْ
puttingْthemْatْeaseْbecauseْactingْinْtheْend,ْlikeْeveryoneْwas— 
 
Mukuka 
-ْYeah,ْweْdidْmanageْtoْgetْtheْchildrenْtoْspeak.ْIْthinkْoneْofْtheْways-ْweْdidْthinkْ
aboutْthatْwhenْweْwereْtryingْtoْdevelopْtheْprojectْbecauseْwe'reْthinking,ْyouْknow,ْifْ
youْgoْintoْaْclassroomْwithْtwoْstrangersْandْthenْtheْstrangerْsayْtoْyou,ْtalk,ْyouْknow,ْ



howْwouldْchildrenْfeelْaboutْthat?ْThatْmightْbeْvery,ْyouْknow,ْuncomfortable.ْSoْwhatْ
weْhadْrequestedْwasْthatْtheْteachersْshouldْbeْthereْinْtheْroomْwithْusْjustْtoْsignalْ
thatْtheseْareْadults,ْbutْthenْthatْthisْfamiliarْface,ْwhoْtheyْcanْsortْofْreferْtoْinْcaseْ
theyْneedْthatْextraْcomfort.ْAndْsoْthatْworkedْreallyْwellْbecauseْIْthinkْatْoneْpoint,ْ
oneْofْtheْteachersْactuallyْencouragedْtheْchildrenْtoْsing.ْAtْoneْpointْinْtheْworkshops,ْ
weْwereْsinging.ْSoْweْwouldْneverْhaveْdoneْthatْbecause,ْwell,ْIْdefinitelyْamْnotْaْ
singer!ْSoْIْwouldْneverْhaveْdoneْbutْbecauseْthereْwasْthisْpresenceْofْsomebodyْwho'sْ
familiarْandْwhoْknowsْthem,ْIْthinkْthenْthatْhelpedْevenْsomeْofْtheْonesْwhoْwereْaْ
bitْshyerْtoْcomeْoutْaْbitْmoreْbecauseْthereْwasْthatْsafety.ْ 
 
Brice 
Wellْandْalsoْweْusedْtheْfamousْ‘yes,ْand’ْmethodْsoْnothingْisْwrong.ْWhateverْtheyْ
say,ْit'sْwrittenْonْtheْboard.ْIْthinkْweْfoundْsolutionsْtoْincorporateْeverythingْinْ99%ْofْ
theْcases.ْIْcannotْrememberْifْaْcaseْthatْprobablyْmustْhaveْbeenْoneْorْtwoْwhereْweْ
didn'tْknowْwhatْtoْdoْwithْthisْmaterial,ْbutْmostlyْitْallْfits.ْIt'sْlikeْmakingْourْownْ
puzzle.ْIْloveْworkingْlikeْthisْforْmyْownْwork,ْhavingْmanyْdifferentْpartsْandْthinking,ْ
‘okay,ْhowْwillْIْputْthemْtogether?’.ْSoْIْjustْworkْtheْwayْIْusuallyْworkْwithْtheirْideas.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
AndْIْthinkْmaybeْthisْisْoneْofْtheْthingsْwhichْwasْaْsetbackْinْtermsْofْtheْtimeْthatْweْ
had,ْbecauseْthoughْweْdidْgetْeachْchildْtoْsayْsomething,ْsometimesْitْinvolvedْmeْ
goingْandْsaying,ْ"Youْcanْwhisperْintoْmyْear,"ْandْthenْtheyْwouldْwhisperْintoْmyْearْ
andْIْwouldْsortْofْsayْitْoutْlouderْbecauseْsomeْofْtheْchildrenْjustْaren'tْconfidentْ
speakingْoutْloudْinْclass.ْButْthenْIْcouldْtellْtowardsْtheْendْofْtheْsessionْthatْtheyْ
wereْaْbitْmoreْcomfortable.ْButْitْwasْunfortunateْbecauseْthatْwasْindeedْtheْendْofْtheْ
session.ْSoْideally,ْmaybeْweْwouldْbeْhavingْtheseْworkshopsْoverْtheْperiodْofْaْmonthْ
orْmaybeْaْwholeْterm.ْSo,ْyouْknow,ْthreeْmonths.ْ 
 
Brice  
Iْdon'tْknowْbecauseْweْwereْthinkingْofْtheْFlusicaْandْweْhadْonlyْoneْhourْwithْthem.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Mmْhmm.ْYes-ْ 
 
Brice  
Soْthereْwasْalreadyْaْbigْdifferenceْbetweenْtheْoneْhourْandْtheْtwoْhourْones.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Yes.ْOneْthingْthatْweْdidْtakeْawayْisْthatْmoreْtimeْisْneededْbecauseْyouْneedْtoْbuildْ
thatْyouْneedْtoْhaveْchildrenْevenْgetْcomfortableْwithْthisْwayْofْworking.ْBecauseْlikeْ
youْhadْsaid,ْOlivia,ْnormallyْwhenْyou'reْinْaْclassroom,ْyouْknow,ْyouْgo,ْyouْsit,ْyou'reْ
quiet.ْTheْteacherْtellsْyouْthings,ْyouْlisten,ْyouْwrite,ْandْthenْthat'sْit.ْButْourْworkshopْ
isْcompletelyْdifferent.ْ 
 
Brice 
Theْtwoْhourْversionْwasْaْveryْgoodْformula.ْTheyْwereْatْeaseْafterْanْhour,ْevenْless.ْ 
 



Mukuka 
Yes.ْ 
 
Brice 
SoْIْthinkْwritingْaْfullْstoryْinْtwoْhoursْis,ْweْmightْsay,ْsuccess.ْ 
 
Child 6 reading aloud 
Theْtechnologyْthatْdevelopedْforْschoolsْcanْbeْsomethingْlikeْprojectorْtoْlikeْprojectْ
water.ْTheْlearnersْareْlearningْsoْthatْitْcanْsaveْteachersْaْlotْofْwork,ْevenْsecurityْ
camerasْaroundْtheْschoolْtoْavoidْthieves.ْTheْtechnologyْhelpsْdevelopْtheْschoolsْinْ
manyْwaysْlikeْwithْreadingْandْyouْdon'tْneedْtoْwriteْinْbooks.ْYouْcanْjustْsayْwhatْyouْ
wantْandْitْwillْtypeْtheْwordsْintoْtheْcomputer.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Brice,ْI'mْhearingْyouْpickingْupْsomethingْfromْyour,ْyou'reْtalking,ْyou'veْmentionedْ
Lusakaْaboutْthreeْtimes,ْIْthink.ْIْknowْit'sْatْtheْcapitalْcityْofْLusaka,ْsoْhaveْyouْguysْ
doneْanyْworkshopْwithْtheْschoolsْwithinْLusaka?ْAndْhowْmanyْhaveْyouْdoneْoutsideْ
Lusaka?ْI'mْawareْthatْit'sْhardْtoْsupportْchildrenْbecauseْofْlackْofْresourcesْinْtheirْ
ruralْareas.ْHowْdoْyouْcompareْtheْtwoْbetweenْLusakaْandْworkingْoutsideْLusaka,ْ
whichْisْtheْruralْareas?ْReachingْoutْthoseْplacesْwhichْareْreallyْdifficultْtoْreach.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Again,ْbecauseْofْaccess,ْweْhadْsomeْtimeْconstraintsْwereْonlyْthereْforْaْmonth.ْSoْinْ
orderْforْusْtoْmeetْtheْschoolْheads,ْyouْknow,ْgetْtheirْapproval,ْmeetْtheْteachersْandْ
thenْhaveْtheْworkshops,ْweْcouldْonlyْdoْtwoْschools.ْIt'sْaْprivateْschoolْandْtheyْexitْ
thereْinْtwoْsites.ْSoْoneْinْLusaka,ْoneْinْNdola.ْWeْdoْhopeْthatْweْcanْdevelopْtheْ
projectْinْsuchْaْwayْthatْit'sْrolledْoutْevenْinْruralْareasْsoْmoreْschoolsْofْcourseْmoreْ
pupilsْandْmoreْofْaْgeographyْbutْatْthisْparticularْpointْthisْpilotْweْjustْdidْoneْschoolْ
inْLusakaْandْoneْschoolْinْDola.ْ 
InْaْwayْIْthinkْitْmightْbeْbetterْifْweْhaveْsomeْsortْofْtrackْrecordْtoْthenْshowْtoْsayْ
youْknowْthisْisْwhatْcanْbeْdone.ْIْthinkْIْwouldْunderstandْanyْschool'sْhesitanceْtoْletْ
usْintoْaْclassroomْwithْnoْtrackْrecordْwhatsoever,ْyouْknow,ْinْaْsense.ْIْmean,ْweْreallyْ
appreciateْtheْschoolsْthatْtrustedْusْandْallowedْusْintoْtheْclassroom.ْButْyes,ْweْdoْ
understandْthatْit'sْaْbitْdifficult.ْIt'sْdifferentْbetweenْpublicْschools,ْorْshallْIْsay,ْ
betweenْgovernmentْschoolsْandْprivateْschools.ْAndْalso,ْIْthinkْyouْtouchedْonْ
somethingْreallyْinteresting,ْOlivia,ْinْtermsْofْresources,ْbecauseْweْdidْthinkْaboutْthat.ْ
Andْweْtriedْtoْmakeْtheْworkshops,ْIْsuppose,ْasْsimpleْasْpossibleْinْtermsْofْresources.ْ
Soْallْweْneedْreallyْisْaْblackboardْorْwhiteboardْandْthenْweْhadْtheْinternetْconnectionْ
evenْthoughْit'sْnotْnecessaryْandْtheْpupils.ْButْthenْbecauseْindeedْtheْaimْisْtoْ
developْaْmethodْthatْcanْbeْusedْwidely.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Iْknowْit'sْaْplaceْthatْI'mْaْresidentْof:ْI'veْdoneْmyْeducationْinْZambiaْandْIْknowْwhatْ
weْhadْinْclassْandْwhatْweْdidn'tْhaveْsoْmyْmindْisْgoingْbackْtoْalsoْhowْmyْteachersْ
haveْtoْstruggleْtoْsometimesْjustْgiveْusْsomethingْtoْuseْtoْlearnْorْkeepْusْoutْinْtheْ
fieldsْaْlot.ْButْwhatْyouْguysْareْdoingْisْalsoْbringingْtheْliteratureْintoْtheْclassesْatْaْ
veryْyoungْageْwithْstoriesْtellingْasْwell.ْButْI'dْlikeْtoْknowْlikeْwhereْdoْyouْgoْfromْ



here?ْAreْyouْgoingْtoْcoverْupْmoreْschoolsْwithinْLusakaْorْareْyouْgoingْtoْbranchْoutْ
toْveryْdifficultْruralْareasْwhereْchildrenْareْbornْwithْnoْresourcesْorْmaybeْcannotْevenْ
speakْEnglish?ْ 
 
Brice 
Ourْdreamْnowْisْofْcourseْtoْreachْmoreْschoolsْinْasْmanyْdifferentْprovincesْasْ
possible.ْAsْforْpupilsْwhoْdon'tْspeakْEnglish,ْI'mْnotْveryْhelpfulْexceptْifْweْgoْtoْCongoْ
andْdoْitْinْFrenchْbutْIْdon'tْknow.ْButْyeah,ْIْstillْdon'tْspeakْNynjaْorْBemban.ْItْwillْ
happenْatْsomeْpoint.ْ 
 
Olivia 
WithْZambiaْwhatْI'mْawareْofْisْpreviouslyْeverythingْwasْdoneْinْEnglishْbutْIْthinkْrightْ
nowْthey'reْintroducingْbackْtheْvernacularْlanguagesْbackْintoْtheْschools.ْButْbeforeْ
fromْwhereْIْcomeْfromْwe'reْnotْallowedْtoْuseْanyْotherْlanguageْapartْfromْEnglish.ْ
AndْIْunderstandْnowْthatْtheْlanguagesْareْbeingْthrownْbackْintoْtheْschoolsْwhichْisْanْ
amazingْopportunityْbecauseْIْthinkْI'mْalsoْaْbitْlostْwithْmyْZambianْandْBembaْ
language.ْIt'sْquickerْforْmeْtoْsayْ"MoliْShani"ْwhichْmeansْ"howْareْyou?"ْSoْthat'sْtheْ
BembaْandْIْthinkْunderstandsْthatْveryْwell.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
No,ْIْdefinitelyْunderstandْitْveryْwell,ْespeciallyْwhatْyou'reْsaying,ْOlivia,ْaboutْlosingْ
yourْlanguageْbecauseْyou'reْsortْofْforcedْintoْoneْotherْlanguage.ْAndْsoْit'sْaْgreatْ
thingْwhatْthey'veْdoneْinْtermsْofْincorporatingْlocalْlanguagesْbackْintoْtheْcurriculum.ْ
AndْIْthinkْthisْisْwhere,ْnotْtoْspeakْtooْhighlyْofْthisْproject,ْbutْthisْisْwhereْprojectsْ
suchْasْthisْone,ْIْthink,ْcanْbecomeْquiteْvaluable.ْBecauseْifْyouْareْdoingْaْworkshopْ
likeْthisْinْaْlocalْlanguage,ْwhatْcomesْoutْthenْisْaْlocalْlanguageْbook.ْAndْsoْinْaْsense,ْ
theْpossibilitiesْareْquiteْwideْandْspeakingْtoْwhereْweْseeْthisْprojectْgoing,ْourْ
conversationsْwithْtheْteachersْwereْreallyْencouragingْbecauseْtheyْfeltْthatْthisْmethodْ
ofْstoryْwritingْisْaْvalueْforْtheْchildren.ْAndْsoْideally,ْIْthinkْifْweْcouldْrollْoutْthisْ
methodْaْbitْmoreْwidely,ْthenْmaybeْthatْbecomesْaْsourceْinْwhichْtoْgatherْstoriesْthatْ
childrenْhaveْandْthenْtoْbuildْsomeْofْtheseْtextsْthatْthenْtheyْuse.ْSoْifْyouْwereْtoْaskْ
meْwhatْmy,ْyouْknow,ْmyْdreamْisْforْaْprojectْlikeْthis,ْit’sْthatْitْcouldْbeْdevelopedْinْ
suchْaْwayْthatْitْcanْbeْreplicatedْinْdifferentْschools,ْdifferentْsettings,ْdifferentْ
languages,ْandْthatْweْbeginْtoْbuildْthis,ْyouْknow,ْrichْresource,ْthisْrichْcurriculumْthatْ
Iْthinkْweْreallyْneedْespeciallyْifْwe’reْgoingْtoْbeْusingْlocalْlanguagesْinْschools.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Thatْsoundsْgreat.ْAndْalsoْjustْwhatْisْyourْbigْimpactْonْwhatْyouْwantْtoْseeْfromْthisْ
projectْasْyouْgoْalongْwithْit?ْ 
 
Brice 
Theْbigْimpact,ْbackْtoْwhatْweْwereْsayingْatْtheْbeginning,ْisْconsideringْthatْtheْ
childrenْareْtheْspecialistsْofْwhatْtheyْwantْtoْsay,ْwhatْtheyْwantْtoْhear,ْwhatْtheyْ
know,ْwhatْtheyْwantْtoْseeْhappening,ْandْthatْifْweْwantْchildrenْtoْbeْpartْof,ْyouْ
know,ْsocialْdialogue,ْweْneedْtoْfindْwaysْtoْhandْthemْtheْmicrophone.ْAndْthroughْ
fiction,ْweْdiscoverْmany,ْmanyْthingsْaboutْwhatْtheyْthink,ْwhatْtheyْbelieve,ْwhatْtheyْ



thinkْdoesn'tْwork.ْAndْthroughْcollaborativeْprojects,ْweْcouldْseeْalsoْthatْconversationsْ
wereْhappeningْonْmanyْdifferentْlevels.ْ 
Iْcanْgiveْyouْjustْoneْveryْpracticalْexample.ْInْNdola,ْofْcourse,ْyouْknow,ْthereْareْmanyْ
foreignersْinْtheْclassroom.ْWeْhadْkidsْfromْdifferentْnationalities.ْAndْoneْofْtheْ
Zambianْgirlsْsaid,ْ"Ahْyeah,ْinْCongo,ْyouْeatْhumans,ْright?”ْAndْthereْwasْaْCongoleseْ
boyْinْtheْclassroomْwhoْwasْflabbergasted,ْheْwasْlike,ْ“what?ْNo,ْno,ْweْdon'tْeatْ
humans!”.ْAndْthenْtheْgirlsْlike,ْ“no,ْno,ْbutْmyْuncleْtoldْme,ْifْmyْuncleْtoldْme,ْit'sْ
true,ْright?”.ْSoْweْturnedْitْintoْthisْdiscussionْappearsْinْtheْstory.ْAndْthenْweْfindْoutْ
thatْuncles,ْasْwiseْasْtheyْare,ْsometimesْsaidْthingsْthatْareْwrong.ْSoْtheyْgoْtoْCongo,ْ
theyْinvestigate,ْtheyْfindْoutْthatْit'sْnotْreal.ْSoْallْtheseْdialogues,ْtheyْcanْhappenْonlyْ
because,ْwell,ْnotْonly,ْbutْtheْtoolْofْusingْfictionْhasْanْimpact,ْaْrealْlifeْimpactْonْtheseْ
childrenْwhoْparticipate.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
AndْIْhaveْtoْsay,ْBriceْhandledْtheْsituationْveryْwell,ْbecauseْwhenْitْoccurredْtoْme,ْIْ
wasْaْbitْ-ْorْwhenْtheْstatementْwasْmade,ْIْwasْstuck.ْIْwasْlike,ْIْdon'tْknowْhowْtoْ
handleْthisْsituation.ْAndْsoْBriceْquicklyْsteppedْinْandْheْsaid,ْyouْknow,ْ“let'sْseeْwhereْ
thisْstatementْleadsْtheْstoryْtoْgo”.ْAndْindeed,ْtheْresultْwasْamazing,ْbothْinْtermsْofْ
theْstoryْandْinْtermsْofْhowْthatْchangedْtheْdialogueْbetween,ْyouْknow,ْchildrenْandْ
theirْunderstandingْofْtheْworld.ْ 
 
Brice 
Iْthinkْtheْbiggestْstrokeْforْthisْgirlْisْthatْherْuncleْhadْsaidْsomethingْwrong.ْThatْwasْaْ
epiphanyْforْherْthatْitْwasْpossible.ْ 
 
Olivia 
I'mْpleasedْtoْhearْthatْNdolaْactuallyْhasْgotْquiteْaْlotْofْpeopleْfromْdifferentْcountriesْ
livingْthereْbecauseْitْwasْmostlyْtheْBembaْ-ْandْthatْnorthernْpartْofْZambiaْisْtheْ
Bembaْtribe.ْThere'sْaْplaceْinْZambiaْwhichْ-ْIْjustْfoundْoutْaboutْtheْrefugeeْcampْasْ
well.ْSoْwhichْisْbecauseْIْmetْsomeoneْwhoْcameْtoْworkْinْScotland,ْwhoْwasْspeakingْ
atْtheْrefugeeْcampْinْZambia.ْAndْshe'sْEnglish,ْsheْwasْspeakingْZambian.ْAndْsheْcameْ
actuallyْwhenْsheْwasْhereْinْGlasgow,ْsheْgreetedْmeْinْmyْlanguageْ'causeْIْwasْatْtheْ
timeْIْwasْtalkingْtoْher,ْIْmentionedْIْwasْfromْZambia.ْAndْsheْjustْcameْstraightْtoْme,ْ
sheْwasْspeakingْpureْZambianْtoْme.ْAndْIْwasْlike,ْ“youْhaveْlivedْinْZambiaْforْmanyْ
yearsْtoْspeakْlikeْthat”.ْAndْthenْsheْtoldْmeْaboutْtheْrefugeeْcampْinْZambia,ْwhichْIْ
wasْnotْawareْof.ْAndْitْwasْamazingْtoْhearْthatْactuallyْsomeْrefugeesْthatْwereْcomingْ
hereْinْtheْearlyْyearsْwhoْareْbeingْtakenْfromْthisْrefugeeْcampْintoْScotland,ْbutْIْthinkْ
thatْnowْbasedْinْMotherwell.ْThere'sْquiteْaْlotْofْrefugeesْfromْCongoْthatْareْinْ
MotherwellْhereْinْScotland.ْAndْtheyْallْspeakْZambianْlanguage,ْveryْfluentْBemba,ْthenْ
theyْspeakْevenْmoreْthanْme.ْSoْthat'sْtheْNorthernْpartْofْZambia.ْthatْit'sْgoodْthatْ
peopleْlearnْtoْadaptْinْtheseْlanguages.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Inْaْwayْthat'sْsortْofْencouraging,ْespeciallyْlikeْyouْsaid,ْOlivia,ْgivenْthisْbackgroundْ
whereْforْusْlanguageْwas,ْorْlocalْlanguagesْwereْsuppressed.ْSoْinْaْwayْit'sْkindْofْ
encouragingْtoْseeْthatْwhetherْit'sْanْundoingْorْwhateverْhasْhappened,ْthatْthere'sْstillْ
thisْlanguageْthatْisْheldْwithinْstudents.ْYeah,ْIْthinkْitْisْsomethingْthat'sْquiteْamazing.ْ 



Iْthinkْthisْprojectْhasْlittleْsub-aims.ْAndْoneْofْtheْaimsْwasْthisْcollaboratingْbetweenْ
studentsْandْconversationsْbetweenْtheْpupilsْandْadults.ْYeah,ْinْaْdifferentْwayْbetweenْ
pupilsْandْadults.ْButْthenْevenْjustْgoingْbackْtoْthisْCongoْexample,ْ‘myْuncleْtoldْme’,ْ
hopefullyْitْkindْofْcreates,ْIْdon'tْknow,ْaْwayْwhereْstudentsْcanْtalkْtoْeachْotherْaboutْ
someْofْtheseْbiggerْissues,ْlikeْnationality,ْmythsْandْthingsْofْthatْnatureْandْsoْon.ْButْ
yeah,ْIْthinkْthere'sْaْlotْofْpotentialْifْIْdoْsay. 
 
Oliviaْ 
Yeah,ْit'sْgreatْtoْhearْthatْ'causeْIْthinkْplacesْlikeْZambiaْthinkْnationalityْdoesn'tْmatterْ
thatْmuch.ْIt'sْlikeْeverybodyْjustْlivesْinْpeace.ْYouْdon'tْevenْaskْwhereْyouْfromْ'causeْIْ
thinkْit'sْaْplaceْthatْdoesn'tْtouchْmuchْonْmigrationْandْthere'sْnoْmentioningْofْpeopleْ
beingْdeportedْfromْdifferentْplaces,ْorْpeopleْaboveْusْstayingْinْtheْcountry.ْSoْIْthinkْ
there'sْthatْbeautyْofْpeopleْbeingْseenْasْjustْmoreْlikeْoneْcommunity.ْAndْtheْmajorityْ
weْhaveْinْZambiaْis,ْIْthink,ْisْpeopleْfromْCongoْfleeingْwarْfromْaْlongْtimeْago.ْAndْ
theyْjustْcanْspeakْtheْZambianْlanguage,ْwhichْisْBemba,ْandْtheyْspeakْitْveryْwellْmoreْ
thanْmostْofْtheْBembasْandْthingsْlikeْthat.ْ 
Soْasْweْareْwrappingْup,ْIْjustْwantedْtoْgetْaْfewْwaysْfromْeachْofْyouْhowْyou'dْlikeْ
theْlistenersْtoْbasicallyْmaybeْsupportْyourْprojects.ْAndْalsoْthroughْwhatْyouْguysْareْ
doing,ْitْcouldْbeْaْchildْthatْwillْbeْtellingْaْsadْstoryْandْyou'llْbeْableْtoْidentifyْhowْyouْ
canْsupportْthatْchild.ْSoْjustْaْfewْwaysْfromْeachْofْyouْjustْgoingْforward.ْAndْIْhopeْIْ
canْmeetْyouْinْZambiaْandْtakeْpartْinْtheْstory.ْIْthink.ْ 
 
Brice 
Well,ْIْmean,ْtheْbestْwayْtoْsupportْtheْprojectْisْtoْreadْtheْstoriesْorْshareْthemْorْtalkْ
aboutْthemْandْpublishْthem.ْTheْpublishingْsituationْinْZambiaْisْnotْtooْgood.ْTheْlocalْ
publishersْdon'tْhaveْreallyْanyْmoneyْtoْpublishْanything.ْSoْhavingْtheْstories,ْpublishingْ
themْandْdistributingْthemْis,ْlet'sْsay,ْtheْnextْmajorْissueْweْhaveْtoْworkْon.ْ 
 
Mukuka 
Iْdefinitelyْwouldْsayْjustْreadingْtheْstories,ْenjoyingْtheْstories,ْtakingْtheْstoriesْforْ
whatْtheyْare,ْwhichْisْchildrenْexpressingْthemselves.ْAndْthenْespeciallyْlikeْIْcanْsayْthisْ
fromْmyْperspective,ْputtingْasideْsomeْofْtheseْideasْthatْweْhaveْaboutْchildrenْthroughْ
readingْwhatْthey'veْcreated.ْ 
 
Child 7 reading aloud 
Thatْfeelsْlikeْaْratherْhappyْend.ْAloraْandْFranklinْareْnowْgoodْpeople.ْTheْtribe'sْsecretْ
isْsafeْandْMalaikaْhasْreunitedْwithْherْmother.ْWhatْhappensْnext?ْWell,ْtheْrecordsْ
stopْthere,ْsoْweْcanْonlyْspeculate.ْDidْAloraْandْFranklinْstayْwithْtheْtribe?ْDidْtheyْgoْ
backْtoْUnesiaْandْopenْtheْethicalْjewelerryْbusiness?ْDidْMalaikaْandْherْparentsْandْ
motherْstayْwithْtheْtribe?ْTheْonlyْwayْtoْfindْoutْnowْforْyouْtoْgoْtoْPremierْLearningْ
CentreْinْNdola,ْmeetْtheْ12ْwiseْchildrenْandْaskْthemْifْtheyْknowْmore.ْ 
 
Olivia 
Iْreallyْappreciateْwhatْyouْguysْareْdoing,ْit'sْamazingْbecauseْIْthinkْthisْisْaْwonderfulْ
projectْandْtheْstoriesْyou'reْnotْonlyْsharingْstoriesْorْlisteningْtoْtheْchildrenْshareْstory,ْ
youْareْactuallyْbuildingْthatْeducationْforْtheْchildrenْtoْlearnْtoْreadْasْwell.ْAnd,ْyouْ
know,ْjustْreallyْloveْliteratureْthroughoutْ-ْmaybeْalsoْmaybeْallْtheْwayْupْtoْuniversity.ْ



Youْareْactuallyْencouragingْthemْtoْfocusْgoingْforwardْwithْwhatْtheyْdoْafterْschool.ْ
AndْIْhopeْthatْthere'sْaْgovernmentْtoْbeْableْtoْsupportْtheْproject,ْifْnotْinternationalْ
donorsْaroundْtheْworld.ْIt'sْanْimportantْprojectْandْI'mْreallyْhappyْtoْhearْthatْyouْ
guysْareْdoingْthisْone.ْSoْthankْyouْsoْmuch. 
 
[JINGLE] 
 
Dr Esa Aldegheri 
grazie,ْtapadhْleibh,ْtotenda,ْthankْyouْforْlisteningْtoْthisْepisode.ْForْtheْfullْshowْnotesْandًْ,شكرا ً

forً,ًشكرااmoreْinformationْaboutْourْwork,ْpleaseْvisitْbit.ly/UNESCO_RILA.ْ 
 
[JINGLE] 


