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Dr David Duncan
University Secretary and Deputy Vice Chancellor - Governance
David Duncan is the University Secretary for the University of Glasgow. He is also one of three Deputy Vice Chancellors. Prior to coming to Glasgow, David was Registrar and Secretary at the University of York, a post he held for eight years. Before that, he was Secretary of the University of Dundee from 2001-8.

David is a graduate of the University of Aberdeen and holds a Master’s degree and a PhD in history from Queen’s University, Canada, where he was a Commonwealth Scholar. His PhD thesis, on labour regulation in pre-apartheid South Africa, drew on four years' experience researching and teaching in Johannesburg and Durban. It was published as a book in 1995.

Before moving into university administration, David worked for the Scottish Consultative Council on the Curriculum, where he rose to become Director of Corporate Affairs. He later served as Assistant Chief Executive at Learning and Teaching Scotland, contributing to national education policy and strategy.

In his role at Glasgow, David has consistently focused on the student experience, good governance, operational excellence and sustainability. He has served in various non-executive roles with the Association of Heads of University Administration, the Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges and UCEA. David is currently a Board Member of Glasgow Clyde College and the Association of Heads of University Administration (AHUA), and a Trustee of the UPP Foundation.
