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Moodle - versions, migrations and implications:

what's what, what's coming and what's not!

James Currall
Learning and Teaching Centre
University of Glasgow

was -> is -> will be

An overview of the University of Glasgow VLE - Moled- the way it is supported, what has happened in
the recent past and what might be expected overekiel2 months

Moodle

e Open Source VLE
e Written in PHP
e Active user community

O ]
e Now adopted by th = Open University
e Supports learning and teaching in all faculties

Moodle web site (http://moodle.org/)

OU involvement has implications in terms of devehgmt direction and speed given the resources that
they have.

whilst Moodle is in all Faculties, it is by no meamsed in all departments
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Learning & Technology Unit

Support for 'AanOd J e

e GUIDE
e LTC (http://www.gla.ac.uk/learn/) e-Learning Unit
e LTC Learning and Technology Unit

... working closely with the Computing Service aseavice provider and with loc rfﬂDOdJe
Administrators

Central Moodle support is now provided by the Leagrand Technology Unit of the Learning and
Teaching Centre. The LTU is led by James Currallthie Computing Service provides service and
infrastructure services to support the LTU, but LisWhe one-stop-shop.

There is a Moodle Administrator community and we &orking to develop ‘Communities of Practice' for
academic and related staff

Moodle: the story so far

2006/7

° I‘fr]DOdJe version 1.5
e 53 Diﬁerentfﬂoo'djes

... and then in June ...

. reduceci‘fngo'dje count to 21
e Upgraded t(fff]QO-d]e version 1.8

Reduction in the number of Moodles is primarilynake life easier for students who have a separate
'identity’ in each Moodle. It also reduces the antad time required to upgrade Moodle across the
University.

1.5 -> 1.8 : theBIg Jump
Why?

® |
e " Open University development

e Provide stable environment for session
¢ Single version for all students
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Down Side

e Not cutting edge
e Upgrading a bigger job

There were those that were very keen for Moodleetapgraded every time new facilities were released
but that would leave the platform in a constantestd flux for both academic staff and students.

One change of version per year in early summerheillhe pattern.

1.8 -> 1.8.2+ thaittle jJump

Why?
e A set of problems with Roles and Enrolment
Specifically:

Local admin backup and restore of courses
Local admin management of sub-categories
The person 'in charge' of a course
Messages about enrolment keys

The work to prepare this upgrade and the upgrae# iwere essential to give local administratorskba
facilities that inconsistencies in the way thaesolvere implemented had robbed them of.

New Features (1.5 -> 1.8)

Roles

Database module

| hS
A

Unicode®
Question banks and quiz improvements
Moodle Network and Hub
Multiple groups

L war HAI-An‘
e Accessibility "~ WCAG 1.0

ol HTHL 1.0 10 5TRICT

More details of these can be foundMobodle release notes (http://docs.moodle.org/eddel_Notes)

This Session (2007/8)

e New users
o LBSS migration from Virtual Classroom
o New departments in a number of Faculties
e Trends
e PDP andVlyStuff (http://www.open.ac.uk/mystuff/?page_id=4)
e Plagiarism,Turnltin (http://turnitin.com/static/plagiarism.htpandindiana
(http://education.indiana.edu/%7Efrick/plagiarism/)

A number of initiatives in the University are dmg the LTC/LTU agenda over the next year or sowmit
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see 2007/8 as being an important year for Moodle.

fik:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jepcle/My%20Docishes/.

Trends

Most students will be exposed fﬂg@dle
More Ifﬂg@dl e features

More image, audio and video material
Questionnaires and Feedback

ITHQQ\C” e will become a mainstream part of learning andtigarin the University (as

reinforced by the more general comments in thia arade in David Beards's presentation.

PDP and MyStuff

MyStuff &

Owarvlew EJETTH

Tags Compllstions Items Sharing Pinboard

£ Settings @ Help

Quick Links

BU120 Working and learning: developing effective performance at work

This & the BU 130 workspace where you can easly find o your BU130
ikemns which has been saved nto MyStull,

You can guplone MyStull further using the general novigation under
Quick bnke i the page header or the ks bated in the page Footer,

s MyStull & personal bool you're free b manage your own content
and tag it with BU130 references. There ane & oouphs of specific iterms
which the coorse beam Bive given 80130 tags to make them easier to
find, Dot of wivich cid 8 Bcoissed Iroim Ehi BU 130 Baks pans oh the
right:

BUL130 Learning Contract

Thir Leaming Contract is an activity that you do on the BU130 course
webse, The sctihvity takes yvou through & number of stages and stepd in
wibikch you add your gwn entries, These entries ane then amanged and
compied into & Learndng Contract which yoo can save into MyStufl. This
mmeans Ehal you 'l b able to keep the contract as o e stored inside
HyStult and & encouraged so khat ywoutl have & necond of your sctivity
onod EhiE cowrse s choses, You can save the Learming Conlract
directly ko HyStulf from the Leaming Contract actwity on the course
vl oF Aernatheely you may thooss Lo download the Leadning
Contract &5 & dotument to your own maching and add € o MyStuff ot a
Later date

A vk will Bppeas on the nght hand sde onoe you've sdded the
Leaming Coatract froon the courss wabsite. Tf yoo delsts the Leamang
Contract then link will dissppear. If you want to create more than one
wirsion of the Learming Contract then you 'l nedd 10 go Lo the Leaming
Contract fle and opt 10 ‘'make & now verson'

BU130 Learning Journal

The Lesrming Journal is a MyStufT ool which aBows you bo enber your

U 130 spaces

i ni Learning conwtrack
I BULSD learning jeumal

Redevant links

B30 course deskbop

SEudent hoemse

Stuif tagged with “BU130™

L 01082007 @ 12150
Laarning contract prep

) 0108 5507 @ 10008
Books to buy

Wt QLOBIEHT @ I10:00
Bustness links

Gl 01082007 @ 09:24
Performance relpted pay

Sem Sore

PDP is a 'big thing' across HE and FE and is likelgrow, although at the present time it is $inlding it

feet as a concept.

In the University, support for PDP is shared betwkeulties and departments, Learning and Teaching
Centre, Careers Service, etc.
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PDP and MyStuff

mystuff

Titie

My First CW

Cipen University Weh Desigeer
My Gaoagesphy Flaldivip
BU130 Assigrment 1

Contact dedails

Business mobes

My First Podesat Aodis

My First oW

Dpan Walversity Wil Deaigae
My Geogesphy Flaldtrip
BU13D Assignmant §

Contec details

Businsas motes

My First Podeast Awdis

Shownng paga 1 ol 19

1 2 a 17T 1n 1%

Typs

Hoamay

SO 0-02. 15:3)

The OU has put quite a lot of money and effort inbth Moodle development and producing MyStuff as

a response to the PDP agenda.

Plagiarism

Education

INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Preparing educators, advancing knowledge, improving education

Comparing work with a range of sources

noodle

turnitin Integration

turnitin

Help with gathering source references and citation
L8 “rawcH { cconae
zoterd® "uEs.... Mis

There are a number of strands to plagiarism ansheaapproach will solve the problem.

1. In the education area, each Faculty is to makédaaed version of the Indiana Quiz based on

material suitable for their students, the LTU henaxde acopy
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(http://moodle2.gla.ac.uk/learn/moodle/course/vpw?id=93)' of the Indiana Quiz in Moodle, as
a starting point.

2. LBSS has been doing some pilot activity in usingnTiln and this will extend to other Faculties
during the coming session

3. zotero release candidate 2 is now available alatigawVord plug-in that makes citation very
straight-forward

The Future?

Crystal balls are not very reliable in technologg perhaps less so in open source development.

Future Releases

1.9 (now in beta)

Gradebook
Events (and other) APIs
Tags
Improved Question Bank and Quiz
Group enhancements
o groups of groups
© groups across courses

It is unlikely that we will upgrade to version luilless development of version 2.0 stalls badly.

Future Releases
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2.0 (next summer)

More APIs portfolios (http://www.mahara.org/) and repositsjie
Conditional Activities

Community Hub (http://docs.moodle.org/en/Commurtityb)
Even more Group enhancements

Conclusions

e Activities in learning technology require partnepsh
Faculties

Local Support Staff

IT Services

Other Services

Senate Office

e Moodle now mainstream in learning and teaching
¢ A stable platform must be provided

e Moodle support needs to be coherent

@]

(@]

(@]

(0]

@)

Moodle Roadmap link (http://docs.moodle.org/en/Roaf)

Past, Present, Future

j-currall@compserv.gla.ac.uk

j.currall@compserv.gla.ac.uk

70f7 23/08/2007 11:E



