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MoD Funding Opportunities



MoD Research Programmes

• Annual MoD Research spend some £450million 
pa 

• Excluding research that must be done within 
Government, all defence research undertaken by 
CSA will be competed by 2009

• Competed research and sub-contract 
opportunities advertised in MoD Contracts 
Bulletin

• DTC research opportunities advertised on DTC 
website



How will MoD contract for 
research?

Delivery through a number of approaches including:
• contracts for specific, well specified tasks
• ‘conventional’ competition
• single source when best value for money

Mechanisms for short studies or activities e.g.:
• enabling contracts accessing multiple suppliers
• “Competition of Ideas” for innovative work
• Joint Grant Scheme

Partnering arrangements e.g.:
• Defence Technology Centres (DTCs)



MoD Research Competition

• RAO Annual Research Competition Briefings (e.g. 
in London, Shrivenham)

• Opportunities advertised in MoD Contracts 
Bulletin
– Fortnightly, subscription bulletin

• Lists procurement opportunities; sub-contract 
opportunities; research opportunities

• Available on-line at http://www.contracts.mod.uk/





















Defence Technology Strategy
http://www.mod.uk/NR/rdonlyres/27787990-42BD-4883-9 5C0-

B48BB72BC982/0/dts_complete.pdf



Defence Industrial Strategy
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm66/6697/6697.pdf



MoD Joint Grant Scheme

• Used to part fund research with defence relevance; open to 
anyone eligible for Research Council funding (mainl y 
universities)

• 1st  step is for the research team to discuss its i deas with a 
MoD sponsor   

• Sponsor assesses proposal; if OK will issue letter stating 
MOD will support proposal if successful

• Researcher submits proposal + letter to Research Co uncil 
for normal review

• Terms and conditions of grants awarded generally th ose of 
the relevant Research Council

• Research institution expected to claim IP & exploit  the 
results. MOD retains right to use for defence

• http://www.dstl.gov.uk/about_us/jgs2.php



MoD Towers of Excellence

• Are co-operative groupings, led by the Ministry of 
Defence, to bring together key players in the UK 
defence industry sector and leading UK academic 
establishments. 

• Have several key characteristics:

· Towers are generally created at the level of major 
sub-systems technology. 

· Towers to be selected in partnership with 
defence equipment suppliers, since ultimate 
objective is to give them the capacity to supply 
world-class equipment. 



MoD Towers of Excellence

1. Guided weapons

2. Electro-optic sensors

3. Synthetic environments

4. Radar

5. Underwater sensors

6. Electronic warfare

• http://www.science.mod.uk/pages/toe.htm
• http://www.science.mod.uk/content/toe.pdf



Defence Technology Centres 
(DTC)

• DTCs are formal collaborative arrangements between 
industry and academic experts funded jointly by 
participants & MOD.  Each DTC:

- Generates knowledge, via research, appropriate to future 
UK defence needs in the relevant domain. 

- Enables knowledge generated to be used/exploited:

· for benefit of UK defence

· by MOD for internal UK government purposes

· to be used within the DTC

· to be exploited for the benefit of the civil sector



DTCs Tranche 1

Human Factors Integration
• http://www.hfidtc.com/public/index.htm
• The consortium is led by Aerosystems International. Other 

members are Birmingham University, Brunel University , 
Cranfield University, Lockheed Martin UK Integrated 
Systems Ltd, MBDA Ltd, Systems Engineering and 
Assessment Ltd and VP Defence Ltd.

Data Integration and Fusion
• http://www.difdtc.com/introduction.htm

• The consortium consists of: General Dynamics UK (pr ime), 
BTexact, QinetiQ and academia for the data and 
information fusion (D&IF) DTC. The university membe rship 
includes Bristol, Cambridge, Cardiff, Cranfield, De  Montfort, 
London (Imperial), Southampton, and Surrey.



DTC - Tranche 1 & 2

Electromagnetic Remote Sensing 
• http://www.emrsdtc.co.uk/

• The consortium which BAE SYSTEMS Avionics Limited 
leads as prime contractor comprises the following 
companies: BAE SYSTEMS Avionics Limited; Thales
Defence Limited; Roke Manor Research Limited; Filtro nic
plc

Systems Engineering & Integrated Systems for 
Defence: Autonomous and Semi-autonomous 
vehicles

• http://www.mod.uk/dtc/tranche2/assessment.htm

• Systems Engineering & Integrated Systems for Defenc e: 
Autonomous and Semi-autonomous vehicles.





Competition of Ideas

• MOD is to spend £10M to identify and develop the 
best ideas in science and technology – whoever has 
them – in order to meet some of its toughest 
technological challenges.

• ‘Competition of Ideas’ (COI) is a new initiative and 
part of a clear undertaking by MOD to the full 
implementation of the Defence Industrial Strategy 
and Defence Technology Strategy to inspire the best 
innovators from across Britain to bid for a contract to 
develop their ideas further to help meet key defence 
challenges.

• Competition of Ideas: www.ideas.mod.uk
(First call officially closed 31 Jan 2007)



COI Themed Opportunities

Open Spontaneous formation of 
networks of people,  
equipment, media and 
information in support of 
collaboration and decision 
making. 

Ad Hoc Networking

Open Methods of sensing and 
classification of objects based 
on physical attributes and 
behavioural traits. 

Automatic Object 
Recognition

Open Protecting people and assets 
from the effects of weapons. 

Protection

Open The ability to predict an action 
or an event and to maximise 
the forewarning of its 
occurrence. 

Prediction Of Intent

Status Embedded Theme COI Opportunity 



Competition of Ideas
http://www.ideas.mod.uk/



International Technology Alliance (ITA) in 
Network & Information Sciences 

http://www.usukita.com/program_documents.html



Additional Useful Contacts/Websites

• DSS (Defence Suppliers Service) 
http://www.contracts.mod.uk/dc/public/introduction/ dss.htm

• – Selling to MoD; MoD Contracts Bulletin; Prime 
Contractors list

• DESO (Defence Export Services Organisation) 
http://www.deso.mod.uk/

• – Offset and Industrial Participation

• Other MoD organisations such as Defence Standards (Def 
Stan) http://www.dstan.mod.uk/; Defence Science & Technology 
Laboratory (Dstl) http://www.dstl.gov.uk

• Trade Associations such as SBAC http://www.sbac.co.uk/; NDI 
(Northern Defence Industries) http://www.ndi.org.uk/; DMA 
(Defence Manufacturers Association) http://www.the-
dma.org.uk/;
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