Daily Report from Camp Zeist

27th April 2000

At the hearing called by the crown to request a further postponement of the Lockerbie trial held in Camp Zeist on 27th April, Lord Sutherland ruled that on the balance of all evidence he was refusing the crowns request.

He said that the trial would proceed as planned on 3rd May.

He described the level of co-operation between crown and defence  “lamentable” and said that henceforth all parties concerned should endeavour to co-operate fully to enable a balanced and fair trial that would see justice for all.

Lord Sutherland said that the issue most in his mind was the fact that the accused had been in custody for 467 days, an unprecedented length of time in Scots legal procedure.

It would have required “most exceptional circumstances” for him to have allowed the crowns request.

It also emerged that the defence have introduced a special defence of incrimination against two organisations and ten individuals belonging to these organisations, all as yet unnamed.

