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MLitt in Enlightenment, Romanticism and Nation
Core Module 2: Enlightenment, Romanticism and Nation: Case Studies

Module tutors (in alphabetical order): Dr. A. Benchimol, Dr. G. Carruthers, Prof. N. Leask, Dr. D. Mackenzie, Prof. W. Maley, Dr. K. McCue, Prof. M. Pittock, Dr. D. Shuttleton

Module runs: January 2009 to March 2009  

Credit rating: 20 credits 

Module meets: Wednesdays 2-4 pm, English Literature seminar room, 4 University Gardens  

Module aims: 

This module aims to engage students at a high level of scholarly rigour with some of the principal texts in British and Irish Romantic literature, in order to explore their relation to specific national intellectual and cultural histories, including the critical legacy of the Scottish Enlightenment.
Intended learning outcomes: 

By the end of this module students should be able to: 

demonstrate a detailed knowledge of the canonical works of the period; 

demonstrate the capacity to situate these texts in their national and historical contexts; 

demonstrate an understanding of current issues in historiography and literary studies as these relate to British and Irish culture in the eras of Enlightenment and Romanticism. 

Assessment: 1 essay of 3,000 words (70%); 2 seminar presentations (10% each); seminar contribution (10%)

Teaching methods: ten two-hour seminars, directed readings, autonomous learning groups 

MODULE CONTENT: 

Week 1:  Romantic Poetry and the Enlightenment I: Burns, Blake and Balladry (GC, KM)
Burns, R., Selected poems and songs TBA
Blake, W., Selected poems and songs TBA
Fiske, R., Scotland in Music (Cambridge, 1983)

Week 2: Student Response

Week 3: Romantic Poetry and the Enlightenment II: Wordsworth and Coleridge (NL, AB) 

Alison, A., Essays on the Nature and Principles of Taste 

Coleridge, S. T. C., Selected poems and prose TBA.

Jeffrey, F., Selected essays from the Edinburgh Review
Wordsworth, W., Selected poems and prose TBA.

Week 4: Student Response 

Week 5: History of the Book (DS and STAFF) [to be held at Abbostford]

General background reading TBA

Week 6: Student Response

Week 7: Keats, Byron and Shelley (DM, NL)

Byron, ‘English Bards and Scotch Reviewers: A Satire’, and other poems TBA

Keats, J., Poems TBA
Shelley, P. B., Poems TBA 

Week 8: Student Response

Week 9: Gender and the National Tale (MP, DS, WM)
Austen, J., Emma (London, 2003)

Edgeworth, M., The Absentee (Oxford, 2001)

Ferrier, S., Marriage  (Oxford, 2002)

Morgan, The Wild Irish Girl (Oxford, 1999)

Week 10: Student Response

