MLitt in Enlightenment, Romanticism and Nation (Topic Module 1)

The Scottish Enlightenment and Romantic Cultural History

Convener: Dr. Alex Benchimol

Module tutors (in alphabetical order): Dr. A. Benchimol, Prof. A. Broadie, Dr. R. Brown, Prof. A. Hook, Prof. N. Leask, Prof. M. Pittock, Dr. D. Shuttleton. 

Module runs from: September to December

Module Meets: TBA

Credit rating: 20

Assessment: 1 3000 word essay (70%)

                      1 20 minute presentation (20%)

                      Participation (10%)

Teaching methods: ten two hour seminars, directed readings, autonomous learning groups

Module Description:

This module introduces students to the primary historical contexts of the Scottish Enlightenment in order to explore the influence of its aesthetic, social and moral theory on the development of British Romantic literature.  As part of this the module will examine the critical reception of British Romantic literature in light of the main concerns of the Scottish Enlightenment. Students will also engage with debates on national identity and intellectual practice during the long eighteenth century—in both Scotland and Britain—and consider the extent to which the cultural history of the Romantic period has been shaped by the main themes of the Scottish Enlightenment.  Key issues will include the following: the impact of the Union on the new modes of cultural and intellectual expression in Britain; the relationship of Scottish Enlightenment moral philosophy to Romantic notions of sensibility; the influence of Scottish Enlightenment epistemology on the intellectual development of European Romanticism; the emergence of a Scottish Enlightenment public sphere and its impact on the periodical culture of the Romantic period; Scottish Enlightenment models of historical development and their illustration in Romantic literature; the Scottish Enlightenment and American literary culture of the early nineteenth century; Scottish medicine and literary culture; Scottish political economy and its influence on the intellectual history of the Romantic period; and popular antiquarianism. Students will be encouraged to select their own case studies from these topics to present to the wider seminar.  

MODULE CONTENT:

Week 1: The Scottish Enlightenment in Historical and Philosophical Context (Alexander Broadie) 

Week 2: After the Union: Patriotism and Cultural Identity in Eighteenth-century Scotland (MP)
Week 3: Scottish Enlightenment Aesthetics and Romanticism (AB, NL)

Week 4: Sir Walter Scott, the Scottish Enlightenment and America (AH)
Week 5: The Scottish Enlightenment, German Idealism and European Romanticism (NL, AB)

Week 6: The Scottish Enlightenment and Romantic Periodical Culture (DS, RB)
Week 7: Mechanism to Vitalism: Scottish Medicine and Literary Culture (DS)
Week 8: Scottish Common Sense Philosophy (Alexander Broadie)
Week 9: Stadial Theory and Scottish Enlightenment Historiography (MP)

Week 10: The Universal Mind and the Sense of Place: Popular Antiquarianism and the Scottish Enlightenment (NL)
Module Aims: 

This module aims to engage students at a high level of scholarly rigour with the key themes, ideas, and concerns of the Scottish Enlightenment, and with the wider historical, cultural, political contexts out of which they emerged. 

This module aims to engage students at a high level of scholarly rigour with the illustrations, resonances, and contestations of Scottish Enlightenment social, moral and aesthetic theory in the literature of the Romantic period. 

Module Outcomes:

By the end of this module students should be able to:

demonstrate a critical knowledge of the main ideas, themes and concerns of the Scottish Enlightenment;

demonstrate a capacity to locate these in the literature and cultural history of the Romantic period; 

demonstrate an understanding of current issues in historiography and literary studies as these relate to the Scottish Enlightenment and the production and critical reception of Romantic literature.  
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