M.Litt Topic Course

Course Title.  Romantic Orientalism and Romantic Ireland.

Course Convenors: Profs Nigel Leask and Murray Pittock

Course runs from: 10 weeks, Semester 1

Course Meets: TBA, Tuesdays 4-6 or by arrangement.

Credit rating: 20.

Assessment: 2x 2000-word papers . 

Course purpose.  To explore literary orientalism during the British Empire’s ‘imperial meridian’ 1785-1830 with special reference to India and Ireland.

Programme Specifications and Course Aims. How did Romantic poets, novelists and essayists imagine ‘the orient’ at a time when large swathes of Asia were coming under British colonial domination? How did literary orientalism contribute to the consolidation of British imperial culture? More important from a literary perspective, did orientalism play as large a role in the construction of canonical Romanticism as has been claimed by some scholars, or did it remain peripheral, tarred by its associations with popular culture and commercialism? In these seminars we’ll study the impact of the new wave of oriental scholarship initiated by Sir William Jones from the 1780’s, as well as the spate of Asian travel accounts linked to colonial expansion, on the older ‘dreamlike’ orient associated with ‘Arabian Nights’ and the 18th Century Oriental Tale. We’ll  consider a wide range of writings by Southey, Coleridge, Elizabeth Hamilton, Lady Morgan, Scott, Byron, Moore, Shelley, Keats, De Quincey, as well as travel accounts by Belzoni, Maria Graham and Reginald Heber. We’ll also think about the relationship of orientalism to cognate discourses such as hellenism and gothic and the Romantic gendering of cultures. Can one talk about Irish Orientalism? The second part of the course focuses on Irish Romanticism, addressing the following questions. What is a national literature and what are the relations between nation and empire in this period? What is distinctive about Irish Romanticism, and what were its points of difference and debate with other romanticisms? What effect did the political position of Ireland have on Irish writing? The course as a whole engages with debates on identity, nationhood, language and landscape in broadly postcolonial terms, while allowing these to be interrogated by some of the case studies chosen. Key themes will be the inflection of genre, sympathy and its limitations, language and silence, the Irish public sphere and the Orient, the creation of a heroic past and the other-mindedness of Irishness. Students will choose their own case studies to give papers on, and in the second half of the course all students are expected to give and chair a paper to the rest of the group
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Course Aims.

· students  will gain a thorough knowledge of the literary and historical modes of romantic orientalism; 

· They will learn the application of these in specifically Indian and Irish contexts;

· They will engage in both general and more specific contexts with postcolonial theory;

· They will develop an understanding of what might constitute a national literature;

· They will gain a strong grounding for further research in Romanticism, Irish literature, orientalism and postcolonial theory. 

Course Outcomes. 

-
Students will demonstrate a familiarity with a range of texts from the 

period.

-
Students will show a capacity to use the concept of orientalism as an analytic 

· tool.

-
Students will be able to evaluate arguments for what constitutes a national 

literature and what distinguishes it from an imperial literature.

· Students will show a capacity to engage with post-colonial theory as well as the relationship between literary and imperial history. 

· Students will display the ability to evaluate concepts across different contexts and disciplines. 

Seminar 1.  

Orientalism: History and Theory (NL)

1) Nigel Leask, ‘Easts’. 

2) C.A. Bayly  ‘Converging Revolutions 1780-1820’ from The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-1914 (Blackwell, 2004).

3) Edward Said, Orientalism pp.70-89

4) Edward Said, ‘Orientalism Reconsidered’ from Orientalism: A Reader,  ed. A.L.Macfie (Edinburgh 2000).

5) Aijaz Ahmad, ‘Between Orientalism and Historicism’, ibid.

6) Homi Bhabha ‘The Other Question: Stereotype, Discrimination and the Discourse of   Colonialism’ from The Location of Culture (Routledge, 1994). 

Seminar 2. 

Imaginary and Scholarly Orients in the 18th Century: Sir William Jones (NL)

1) ‘Preliminary Discourse’ on the Institution of the Asiatic Society (1784).

2) ‘Essay on the Poetry of the Eastern Nations’ (1772)

3) From ‘The Gods of Greece, Italy, and India’ (1784)

4) ‘A Hymn to Lacshmi’ (1788).

5) Excerpt from Sydney Owenson (Lady Morgan) The Missionary (1811).

6) Kate Teltscher, ‘Sir William and the Pandits: The Legal Research, Poetry, and Translations of William Jones’, from India Inscribed (Oxford 1995). 

Seminar 3. 

Cultural Encounters: British Travel Narratives of India, 1780-1830. (NL)

1) Thomas Hodges Travels in India (London, 1794) pp.13-35

2) Maria Graham Journal of a Residence in India (1812) pp.157-85

3) Reginald Heber, Narrative of a Journey through the Upper Provinces of India, 1824-5 (London, 1828), pp.187-244.

4) Nigel Leask ‘Domesticating Distance: Three Women Travel Writers in British India’, from Curiosity and the Aesthetics of Travel Writing, (Oxford 2002), chap 5.

Seminar 4.

Romancing the Orient (NL)

1) Robert Southey, Thalaba the Destroyer (1801), Book 5 and 6

2) Tom Moore, ‘The Fire Worshippers’ from Lalla Rookh (1817).

3) James Watt, ‘Scott, the Enlightenment, and Romantic Orientalism’, in Scotland and the Borders of Romanticism, eds. L.Davies, I. Duncan, J.Sorensen, (Cambridge UP, 2004), pp.94-112.

Set text: Sir Walter Scott, The Surgeon’s Daughter (1827).

(It also would be useful to have read  P.B.Shelley, ‘Alastor, or The Spirit of Solitude’) (1816). 

Seminar 5.

Oriental Infections: Imperialists, Thugs and Opium Eaters. (NL)

1) Excerpts from Philip Meadows Taylor, Confessions of a Thug (1839)

2) Javed Majeed, ‘Confessions of a Thug: the Anglo-Indian Novel as a Genre in the Making’ in Bart Moore-Gilbert, ed., Writing India, 1757-1990 (Manchester UP, 1996), pp.86-110.

Set Text: Thomas De Quincey, Confessions of an English Opium Eater (1822)

Supplementary reading: John Barrell, The Infection of Thomas De Quincey (Yale UP, 1999); Nigel Leask, British Romantic Writers and the East: Anxieties of Empire (Cambridge 1992); Alan Bewell, Romanticism and Colonial Disease (Johns Hopkins, 1999).

C.A.Bayly, Empire and Information: Intelligence Gathering and Social Communication in India, 1780-1870, (Cambridge UP, 1996), especially chapter 9, ‘The Information Order, the Rebellion of 1857-9, and Pacification’.

Seminar 6: Theorizing Romantic Ireland(MP).
Charlotte Brooke, Reliques of Irish Poetry. Available from Google Books.

Edmund Burke, ‘Speech in Commons on India, 1783’

Richard Brinsley Sheridan, ‘At the Trial of Warren Hastings’

Sydney Owenson, The Wild Irish Girl The Missionary
Joseph Cooper Walker. Historical Memoirs of the Irish Bards, (1786).

Also read,

Edmund Burke, The Sublime and the Beautiful

Clare O’Halloran, Golden Ages and Barbarous Nations

Murray Pittock, Scottish and Irish Romanticism Chapters 1 and 4

Seminar 7: Sheridan and the drama (PL to specify text)
Seminar 8: Language and Silence: Edgeworth, Castle Rackrent (OUP, £3) (WM)
This seminar concerns the functionality of the National Tale in Ireland, considering whether its aim was ultimately integrationist under the terms of the ‘auto-exoticism’ postulated by Leerssen, or whether it had more complex aims,which challenged in their realization some of the key universalizing assumptions of the Enlightenment. 

Also read:

Maria Edgeworth, Ennui, Ormond, Essay on Irish Bulls

Adam Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments

Seminar 9: Irish Gothic: Ascendancy Guilt: Maturin, Melmoth the Wanderer, Leixlip Castle (lit.gothic.com)(MP)
This seminar examines the role Ascendancy Gothic plays in the simultaneous acknowledgement and repression of guilt which in the act of acknowledgement refuses to be repressed. The inflection of Gothic to Irish conditions will be discussed, as will the functions of repression in Gothic itself.

Also see Moore, Memoirs of Captain Rock

Seminar 10:  Re-Examining Rural Ireland: William Cobbett,  William Carleton and Famine Narrative (AB, PL)

This seminar examines the way in which earlier writing had conditioned expectations of rural Ireland as a location of authenticity, and the way in which the predominantly Catholic countryside gradually became synecdochal for the Irish nation in the nineteenth century, which meant that the famine crisis-when it hit-carried the potential to be seen as an attack on the nation itself.

William Carleton, Traits and Stories of the Irish Peasantry Volume 1. 

Famine narrative TBA

Denis Knight (ed), Cobbett in Ireland: A Warning to England (1984)

