LL.B. AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES

N.B. Aims and Learning Outcomes typed in black are common to all LL.B. programmes (i.e., LL.B. Ordinary, LL.B. Honours, Joint Honours, Law with European Legal Studies, and Law with Languages).  Aims or Learning Outcomes specific to Honours degrees are typed in blue; those specific to the Law with European Legal Studies programme are in green; and those specific to the Law with Languages programme are in violet.

Programme Aims

The aims of the LL.B. are:

1.
To provide an intellectual training through the in depth study of Scots Law in its theoretical, historical, social, European and international context, with a specific emphasis on the European context.

2.
To establish a learning environment in which the frameworks, underlying principles, values, and contexts in which Scots Law operates can be explored thoroughly and analytically, and in which application skills can be developed/and in which students can develop both their application and research skills.

3. Through the provision of flexible opportunities for the acquisition of a broad range of professional, transferable, and subject-based skills, to offer preparation for employment within a range of professions both legal and non-legal.

4. To offer the student the opportunity of study in a foreign language and to develop their language skills in the chosen language/ To enable students to develop a proficiency in the reading, writing and speaking of the chosen language.
Intended Learning Outcomes
The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, skills, qualities and other attributes in the following areas.  

Knowledge and Understanding

K1. the basic principles and  concepts of Scots Law.

K2. the formal sources of Scots Law.

K3. the areas of substantive law studied.

K4. the main institutions involved in the making and application of law in Scotland and the procedures followed in these institutions.

K5. the historical and social context in which Scots Law has developed and is developing.

K6. various theoretical approaches to law and of the nature of legal rules.

K7. the European and international context within which Scots Law is situated.

K8. familiarity with the important features of the legal system of a foreign jurisdiction/ familiarity with the important features of the legal system of a foreign jurisdiction.

K9. in depth knowledge of the chosen language and an ability to write, read, speak and understand it, to a high level of competence

Skills and Other Attributes

Subject-specific/practical skills

SS1. ability to locate, interpret and understand primary and secondary sources of law.

SS2. in areas of law already studied, ability accurately to identify and clearly explain legal issues in complex problems, correctly apply relevant legal rules, and provide suggested resolutions to the problem supported by appropriate authority.

SS3. in unknown areas of law, ability to undertake background research to identify legal issues in complex problems, clearly explain those legal issues, correctly apply relevant legal rules, and provide suggested resolutions to the problem supported by appropriate authority.

SS4. ability to construct legal arguments based on a variety of sources.

SS5. ability to present these arguments effectively.

SS6. understanding and ability to explain complex arguments relating to law and legal issues.

SS7. ability to offer a critical commentary on these arguments and his/her own independent view of the arguments.

SS8. ability to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding, including a firm grasp of doctrine, of the areas of law studied.

SS9. ability to study in depth important aspects of foreign and/or International and/or European Union law/ability to study in depth important aspects of foreign and/or International and/or European Union law.
SS10 ability to research primary legal materials and construct legal argument using a foreign language.
Intellectual skills

I1. ability to provide critical commentary on legal arguments.

I2. ability to provide a critical analysis of texts and problems. 

I3. ability to plan how to resolve problems and competing arguments.

I4. ability to research, extract and combine information from a variety of sources. 

I5. ability to plan and successfully undertake an extended piece of independent research and deliver it on time, well presented.

I6. ability to present a sustained argument.

Transferable/key skills
T1. ability to work to clear deadlines and plan work accordingly.

T2. work as an effective member of a group.

T3. ability to work independently

T4. ability to use common IT applications appropriately and effectively.

T5. ability to communicate clearly and appropriately both in writing and orally.

T6. ability to communicate, both orally and in writing, in a foreign language/ability to communicate fluently, both orally and in writing, in a foreign language.
