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Disposal of Assets including Electronic, IT and Electrical Equipment
And

Use of eBay for Disposal of IT Equipment/Sales of Equipment
All departments procure and dispose of electrical equipment such as IT, audio-visual, white goods or laboratory instrumentation.

From 01 January 2014 purchase and disposal by the University of all waste electronic and electrical equipment (known as WEEE) will be affected by the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Regulations 2013.

Electronic and electrical items must not be thrown away in the general waste but must be disposed of by a route that allows environmentally sound reuse, recovery or recycling.

For ‘historical’ equipment that was purchased before August 2005 the department is responsible for financing environmentally sound recovery or recycling unless they are purchasing a ‘like for like’ replacement.

For equipment purchased after that date, and for ‘like for like’ waste, the producer will become responsible when it becomes waste, unless an alternative agreement has been reached at the time of purchase.

This, clearly, has implications for the way departments track their assets and manage their waste.  It also raises issues concerning contract negotiations for the supply of new electrical and electronic equipment and who takes responsibility for financing the recovery and recycling when the equipment becomes waste.

Further information on the legislation and how it affects universities can be found in a guidance note that has been produced in collaboration with the Environmental Association for Universities and Colleges and this is available at http://www.eauc.org.uk/weee_regulations_insight_guide
The University approved contractors for the disposal of IT waste should now also be used when departments wish to dispose of other types of waste electronic equipment for which they have the responsibility. Information about these contractors is available at http://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/it/itpurchasing/disposalofitequipment/
If you have any queries about the implications of WEEE and compliance with the legislation contact Steve Johnson in Safety & Environmental Protection Services (Tel: 0141 330 5854, email Steve.Johnson@glasgow.ac.uk)

The use of eBay is not an area the University would pursue due to the potential risk of non payment and non coverage of business transactions by consumer legislation.  Redundant equipment must be disposed of through the contracted sources (see above) so that the University can meet all the statutory obligations are met and hard drive/memory is removed from equipment requiring disposal/recycling.  If equipment is deemed to be redundant i.e. not fully working and would otherwise be put into a skip, it would be classed as waste so would therefore fall within the institution's duty of care whereby we must ensure that waste is disposed of in an appropriate manner.  Similarly, if the equipment has to undergo a refurbishment to enable it to function for its original purpose it would be regarded as waste and duty of care would apply. If duty of care applies then you must only dispose of waste equipment via an authorised person.  These will be registered waste carriers, holders of waste management licences or persons exempt from holding such a licence and waste collection authorities.  Licences are issued by the Environment Agency, or their Scottish or Northern Irish equivalents

For the disposal of assets which may have a residual value Schools should contact the Procurement Office for advice as to the proper route for sale or disposal and for accounting for any subsequent income.
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