Course Code: 2NLU

Course Type: Module

Course Name: Medical SSM Stage 1: Spanish

Medical Special Study Module : Spanish Stage 1

Supervisor: Pilar Delgado-Campbell

Duration:  5 weeks

Year of curriculum:  2 – 5.  Students would choose the Introductory Stage or Further Stage depending on their existing level of competence in the language rather than their year of medical study.

Recommended Number of students: 4 minimum, 12 maximum per class

Aims
The main aims of the Introductory Stage module are to provide students with the opportunity of learning the basic social and "survival" skills in the target language, to give them some insight into cultural differences and to introduce them to some specifically medical terminology.

Objectives
The module has as its objectives:  

-
to develop general linguistic competence, particularly oral skills

-
to help students to acquire confidence in dealing with others by


encouraging pairwork and group work

-
to broaden students' understanding of other cultures

-
to encourage self-directed learning

An Outline of Specific Learning Outcomes

By the end of the Introductory Stage module, students will be able to

-
exchange introductions, greetings and other courtesies

-
hold a short conversation on personal circumstances, background,


family, studies, country

-
deal with numbers, dates, times and financial transactions

-
find their way around in a town / building

-
make travel arrangements and cope with travelling by air / train /


other public transport / car

-
understand and give simple instructions

-
tackle finding accommodation including asking for advice and


information and understanding small ads

-
cope with shopping for everyday items

-
deal with public services such as the post office and banks

-
talk about leisure, hobbies, social events, sport

-
complete straightforward forms

-
write a simple formal letter

-
handle a simple telephone conversation

-
understand the gist of current affairs items on television or


reasonably accessible newspaper articles

-
understand key differences in culture and social and professional


etiquette

While profession-specific material will not be extensively studied in this Beginners' module, students will acquire enough medical terminology to allow them

-
to recognise and use the vocabulary for main parts of the body

-
to describe / understand descriptions of common health problems


and symptoms

-
to give simple profession-related instructions and to participate in a


very straightforward consultation

-
to recognise common terminology relating to medical equipment

-
to find their way around in a hospital and understand hospital


hierarchy

Students will also learn how the health service operates in the target country.

Style (teaching method)
The language modules will be course-based.  Throughout the five weeks of the module, students will spend 3.5 contact hours as a group with the tutor each day.  During this contact time, the emphasis will be on developing oral competence and active participation in pairwork and role-play situations will be encouraged.  There will also be extensive use of audio and video material to enhance listening-comprehension skills.

Students are expected to spend a further 4 hours each day in private study as directed by the tutor.  During this time they will consolidate the work covered in class, study further audio and visual resources and be given the opportunity to practise reading and writing appropriate material.

During the module, students will be encouraged to use the Language Centre's media library, which offers superb facilities including live foreign satellite broadcasts, computer assisted language learning, daily foreign newspapers and periodicals and a wide range of modern foreign films.

Resources

A suitable venue with appropriate audio and video equipment; staff time (17.5 teaching hours per week for 5 weeks + 8 hours (approximately) for assessment.  This latter figure would depend on the number of students in a class as oral assessments will be conducted on an individual basis).

Assessment

Assessment will be by a combination of continuous assessment, worth 60% of the total marks, and an end of module final examination, worth 40%.

Continuous Assessment 60%

Continuous assessment based on the students’ participation in classes and tutorials with written or oral assessments be held throughout the course. The following is intended as a guide to overall continuous assessment weighting and is not intended to be rigidly prescriptive.

Oral assessment:  30%  

Students will be assessed (at least) weekly on the performance of various oral tasks to be carried out in Spanish eg introducing oneself and conducting a short conversation about oneself, background, family, studies, interests; making travel arrangements; ordering food and drink; enquiring about accommodation; making a simple telephone call.

Each student will also be required to participate in a simple role-play of a "medical" situation e.g. in a consulting room.

Listening assessment :  10%

Students will be required to respond in Spanish to questions based on taped material in Spanish relating to topics studied in class.

Reading assessment :  10%

Students will be required to respond in Spanish to questions based on written material in 

Spanish relating to topics studied in class.

Writing assessment :  10%

Students will be required to write in Spanish on a variety of topics as they are covered in class.

End of module examination 40%

Listening Comprehension:  10%

Students will be required to respond in Spanish to questions based on two passages which they will hear on tape.  One of these passages will be related to their medical studies, although sophisticated technical terminology will not be used.

Reading Comprehension:  10%

Students will be required to respond in Spanish to questions on two written passages in the target language.  One of these passages will be related to the field of medicine. 

Written assessment:  10%

Students will be required to write a short document, such as a letter or essay in Spanish e.g. seeking information about accommodation/facilities in a hospital where they will be working over the summer.

Language assessment 10%

Students will be required to complete a test on points of grammar, vocabulary, language structures or other feature of Spanish.

*Students failing to meet the required standards will have the opportunity to resit the examination later in the same academic year.

