Course Code: 2GNV*

Course Type: Module

Course Name: Medical SSM Stage 1: FRENCH

 Medical Special Study Module: FRENCH Stage 2 

To enrol for the Medical Special Study Module Stage 2, students must have successfully completed SSM Stage 1 or have equivalent experience in the language.  Students will be required to take a short assessment test before being admitted to this module.

Supervisor: Pilar Delgado-Campbell

Duration:  5 weeks

Year of Curriculum: 2 – 5.  As stated above, acceptance onto this course will depend on existing language skills rather than year of medical study.

Recommended Number of students: 4 minimum, 14 maximum per class

Aims:  to provide students with the opportunity to consolidate and enhance existing language skills; to deepen their insight into the society and way of life of their target country; to help them develop their ability to use the language in a professional context.

Objectives:  to increase students' understanding and hence tolerance of other cultures; to build their confidence in dealing with others; to encourage self-directed learning; to develop oral presentation skills.

An Outline of Specific Learning Outcomes
By the end of this module, students will have acquired a level of communicative competence which will allow them to

· cope at a more sophisticated level with the skills outlined in the learning outcomes for 


Introductory Stage

· handle competently the usual requirements of day-to-day life abroad, including dealing 


with various problems and difficulties

-
understand advice and opinions expressed to them

-
put forward and defend personal opinions

-
take part in a straightforward discussion in their own field of study

-
understand the bulk of normal newspaper articles and television 
broadcasts

-
read and understand fairly lengthy articles in their own field

-
make a brief presentation on a subject of their choice related to their studies

There will be a greater emphasis on medically-oriented material in this module, although all the basic social and "survival" skills will also be revised and consolidated.

Before designing the "medical" component of this module, we would welcome consultation with appropriate members of the Faculty of Medicine in order to make the course as tailored to students' needs as possible.

Style (teaching method)
The language modules will be course-based.  Throughout the five weeks of the module, students will spend 3.5 contact hours as a group with the tutor each day.  During this contact time, the emphasis will be on developing oral competence and active participation in pairwork and role-play situations will be encouraged.  There will also be extensive use of audio and video material to enhance listening-comprehension skills.

Students are expected to spend a further 4 hours each day in private study as directed by the tutor.  During this time they will consolidate the work covered in class, study further audio and visual resources and be given the opportunity to practise reading and writing appropriate material.

During the module, students will be encouraged to use the Language Centre's media library, which offers superb facilities including live foreign satellite broadcasts, computer assisted language learning, daily foreign newspapers and periodicals and a wide range of modern foreign films.

Students will also be required to work on their own to compose a presentation on a medicine-related topic of their choice.

Resources

A suitable venue with appropriate audio and video equipment; staff time (17.5 teaching hours per week for 5 weeks + 8 hours (approximately) for assessment.  This latter figure would depend on the number of students in a class as oral assessments will be conducted on an individual basis)

Assessment
Assessment will consist of continuous assessment of oral skills, worth 30%of the total marks, and an examination at the end of the module, worth 70%

Continuous Assessment

Oral assessment: 30%

Continuous assessment based on the student’s participation in classes and tutorial and oral assessments to be held throughout the course. These assessments will address reading, writing, listening or speaking skills in topics addressed during the course. They will frequently be required to show their ability to overcome some difficulty or obstacle.

End of module examination

Oral assessment:  20% 

Students will be required to prepare and deliver an oral presentation of their chosen topic. The presentation will be followed by a class discussion which the student will lead.

Listening Comprehension 20%

Students will be required to respond in English to questions based on two passages they will hear, one a passage of general interest or related to current affairs/culture. They will also be required to take notes in English on a short presentation on a medical topic in French.

Reading Comprehension:  10%

Students will be required to respond to questions on two written passages, one in the field of medicine. One set of responses will be required in French the other in English.

Writing assessment:  20%

Students will be required to produce a piece of written material such as a short essay or letter, e.g. a formal letter applying for a job, also to write in French a short passage (150-200 words) on a medical topic, to be assigned as appropriate.

*Students failing to meet the required standards will have the opportunity to resit the examination later in the same academic year.

