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The Department of Scottish Literature 

– at the heart of Scottish literary studies

Two Schools:  A Gathering of Scholarship

The Department of Scottish Literature is central to two Schools of Study, bringing together the largest assembly of scholars in Scottish Literature and related areas of research.

Together with the Departments of English Literature and English Language, we constitute Glasgow University’s School of English and Scottish Language and Literature. In the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise, 70% of the School’s research was rated world and international class.  You can find further information on the School (SESLL) at: http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/SESLL/  
The Department of Scottish Literature is also home to the Centre for Robert Burns Studies and has a major input to the Abbotsford Library Research Project, the Stirling-South Carolina Edition of James Hogg and the Carcanet Edition of Hugh MacDiarmid.
We are also a core Department of the Centre for Scottish and Celtic Studies at Glasgow University, which brings together a number of departments and individual scholars working across the University at: http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/Scottish Studies/  Collectively, we bring together the greatest possible resources for scholarly teaching and research into Scotland’s literature, history, and culture in all its forms through the ages.
Library Resources and Research Support

Glasgow University Library (http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/index.html) is one of the largest research libraries in the UK, with strong holdings throughout the range of Scottish cultural studies.  It also possesses several substantial collections of manuscripts and archives as resources for the study of Scottish literature, including a unique collection of international scholarly research theses in the field and extensive archives in Scottish Theatre and the work of Edwin Morgan, Glasgow’s first Poet Laureate and the National Poet for Scotland. Close at hand is Glasgow’s Mitchell Library (http://www.glasgowlibraries.org/mitchell.html), one of the finest public reference libraries in Europe with extensive and unique holdings in Scottish literature, particularly with reference to Robert Burns, Edwin Morgan, a range of Glasgow writers and Scottish poetry generally.

The Scottish Music Centre (http://www.scottishmusiccentre.com/), with written and recorded archives of Scottish music of all kinds, from traditional and folk to classical and formal song-settings, is situated in the Candleriggs area of the city.  An hour by road or rail takes you to Edinburgh, where the extensive holdings of the National Library of Scotland (http://www.nls.uk/) and the specialist Scottish Poetry Library (http://www.spl.org.uk/) are both readily accessible. Computer support is provided through the Arts & Humanities Graduate School and STELLA (Software for the Teaching of English Language & Literature & its Assessment), which is part of the School of English and Scottish Language and Literature.

Scottish Literature Degree and sub-degree programmes

Undergraduate

The Department provides the following full-time teaching programmes: 

· A four year Single Honours Degree in Scottish Language and Literature (MA)

· A four year Joint Honours Degree in Scottish Literature and any other subject within the Faculty of Arts (MA)

· The subject provision includes contributing component parts towards the three-year non Honours MA degree
Scottish Literature Level 1 first year: introduction: early 19th century - 2000 

1A: Writing the Nation: Scottish Literature from Scott to MacDiarmid

1B: Writing the Nation: Scottish Literature post 1945

Scottish Literature Level 2: second year: 1375-late 18th century (from The Kingis Quair to Burns)

2A: Romance, Fable, Satire and the Grotesque

2B: From the Renaissance to Scott and the Vernacular Legacy

Scottish Literature Level 3: third year: 1920-2001 

3A: Imagining Scotland: 1814-1945

3B: Imagining Scotland: 1945-21st century

Honours degrees: third & fourth years

MA Honours in Scottish Language and Literature (single honours)

MA Honours in Scottish Literature with another subject (joint honours)

· History of Scots, c.1350-c.1700 (English Language Dept)

· History of the Scottish Book (English Language Dept) 

· Scottish Literature and Theory: Contexts, and Scottish Literature and Theory: Kinds 

· Beginnings to Early Modern

· Augustans and Romantics 

· Victorian Literature and the 1920s Literary Renaissance 

· Contemporary Scottish Literature

· Special Topic: (2009-10 Modern Scottish Poetry)

· Dissertation





Postgraduate

Postgraduate taught degrees

MLitt in Scottish Studies (a component)

CPD (a component of Continuous Professional Development programme)

MLitt in Medieval Scottish Studies (a component)

MLitt in Scottish Institute for Northern Renaissance Studies (SINRS) (a component)

Research degrees (full-time or part-time)

MPhil by research

MLitt by research

PhD

Entry qualifications and entry routes

Level 1

No entry requirements other than standard admission requirements for the University. (See University Undergraduate Prospectus.)

Level 2

The prerequisite for entry to Level 2 is a D grade in both Level 1A and Level 1B Scottish Literature. There is the possibility of direct entry to Level 2 on the basis of a satisfactory performance in certain other classes in the University.

Level 3

The prerequisite for entry to Level 3 for home students is at least a D pass in both Level 2A and Level 2B Scottish or English Literature.  Since there is substantial overlap of content, it is not possible for students who have taken Level 1 Scottish Literature to enrol for Level 3.
Honours

Applicants for Honours in Scottish Literature are normally required to have successfully completed 1A, 1B, 2A and 2B Scottish Literature. In addition, applicants for Single Honours should have successfully completed English Language Level 1, at grade D or above. (NB: the department is in the process of reviewing the minimum grade points for entry to Honours, which may be different for new entrants in session 2010-2011.)

Exceptionally, and only by specific arrangement with the Head of Department, students may be admitted on the basis of a very good performance in Level 1A and Level 1B to study for Single Honours or, where the application is strongly supported by the other department, Joint Honours. In such cases, the student will normally be required to successfully complete both Levels 2A and 2B during his/her Junior Honours year.

Postgraduate Study

Normally, students applying for a postgraduate degree programme would be expected to have gained an upper second or equivalent degree in any related Arts subject, however applications are dealt with on a one-to-one basis and consideration is given to specific circumstances.  See the University of Glasgow Graduate School website: www.gla.ac.uk/faculties/arts/graduateschool/
Undergraduate Studies

Every effort is made to ensure that prescribed texts are currently available in print, but it is the student’s responsibility to acquire copies of prescribed texts either by purchase, or on library loan.
Level 1 (first year)

Course Convener (1A): 
Dr Matt McGuire
Tel: 0141 330 2959
Email: M.McGuire@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Convener (1B)
Dr Ronnie Young
Tel: 0141 330 8636
Email: R.Young@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Times:  Lectures: 


Monday and Wednesday, 10am



 Seminars: 


10 throughout the semester






2 Wednesday afternoon sessions (films / guest 






speakers) per session, 2-4pm

Methods of Assessment: (1A & 1B)
Compulsory seminar attendance, compulsory seminar presentation, 2 essays (one of 1500 and one of 2000 words), 2-hour exam for each course.

Credits:
20 credits for each course

Course description: Early 19th Century–2000 (from Walter Scott to Edwin Morgan)

Level  1A
Writing the Nation: Scottish Literature from Scott to MacDiarmid (September to December)

Level 1A introduces students to the canon of Scottish literature by exploring a range of texts from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Beginning with short stories and novels by canonical authors of Scottish literature - Walter Scott, James Hogg and Robert Louis Stevenson – the course moves on to major writers of the 1920s and 1930s Modern Scottish Renaissance - Hugh MacDiarmid, Edwin Muir and Lewis Grassic Gibbon. Students are also introduced to the history and development of Scots as a language during this period.
Intended learning outcomes

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the Scottish literary canon of the 19th and early 20th centuries and its key writers and ideas;

· Comment on the place of Scots language in the literature of the period;

· Illustrate basic skills of literary criticism, grasping concepts such as narrative point of view, the use of irony, figurative language, etc, and be able to use these in practical criticism and essays;

· Demonstrate awareness of key literary/theoretical concepts of the period, such as ‘post colonialism’, ‘modernism’ and ‘The modern Scottish Renaissance’;

· Articulate ideas and thought processes orally, by making a formal presentation to fellow students and staff;

· Demonstrate skills of research and presentation in written form, both in terms of close reading of texts, and in wider critical/cultural analysis.

Prescribed texts

Douglas Dunn ed., Scottish Short Stories (Oxford)

James Hogg, The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner (World’s Classics)

Walter Scott Waverley (World’s Classics)
Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (World’s Classics)
Lewis Grassic Gibbon, Sunset Song (Canongate)

Douglas Dunn ed., Twentieth Century Scottish Poetry (Faber)

Level 1B

Writing the Nation: Scottish Literature post 1945 (January to April)

Level 1B Scottish Literature explores Scottish writing since the Second World War. This course comprises many and varied voices and literary genres: from island writing by Iain Crichton Smith and George Mackay Brown to the lowland and urban fiction of Spark, Morgan, Galloway and Gray.  The course includes lectures on contemporary Scots language and ends with a brief survey of brand new voices on the Scottish literary scene.

Intended learning outcomes

On completion of this course you should be able to:
· Demonstrate knowledge of the key writers and ideas of the post war period, to the present day;

· Comment on the development of the Scots language in the literature of the period;

· Demonstrate knowledge of basic skills of literary criticism including narrative point of view, the use of irony, figurative language, etc, and be able to use these in practical criticism and essays;

· Demonstrate awareness of different readings of postmodern texts, building knowledge of key literary/theoretical terms and perspectives (gender, post-modernism etc.);

· Articulate ideas and thought processes orally, by making a formal presentation to fellow students and staff;

· Demonstrate skills of research and presentation in written form, both in terms of close reading of texts, and in wider critical/cultural analysis.

Prescribed texts

Douglas Dunn ed., Twentieth Century Scottish Poetry (Faber)
Iain Crichton Smith, Consider the Lilies (Phoenix)

Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (Penguin)

Edwin Morgan, New Selected Poems (Carcanet)

Liz Lochhead, Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off (Nick Hern Books)
Janice Galloway, The Trick is to Keep Breathing (Vintage)

Douglas Dunn ed., The Oxford Book of Scottish Short Stories (Oxford)

Level 2 (second year)

Course Convener:



Dr Rhona Brown









Tel: 0141 330 8529









Email: R.Brown@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Times: Lectures:
Semester 1: Monday (Language), Tuesday and Thursday (Literature), 12.00
Semester 2 until Easter vacation: Monday (language), Tuesday and Thursday (Literature), 12.00
Semester 2 after Easter vacation: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (Literature), 12.00

                          Seminars:
Semester 1: 4 language seminars and 9 literature seminars throughout the course.
Semester 2: 4 language seminars and 9 literature seminars throughout the course


Methods of assessment:
1 language exercise, 4 seminar evaluations, 

2A and 2B 
1 essay and 1 exam for each course

Credits
20 credits for each course

Course description: From 1425 to the late 18th century (from The Kingis Quair to Burns)

Level 2A

Romance, Fable, Satire and the Grotesque: Early Scottish Literature and Language (September to December)
Level 2A deals with Scottish literature from c.1425 to c.1550 as well as with the development of Scots language in that period.  This course introduces key medieval Scottish texts, including the poetry of ‘makars’ Henryson, Dunbar and Douglas, the work of King James I and that of anonymous comic writers.  Level 2A introduces central concepts of medieval thought, as well as the history and development of Scottish literature and identity.

Intended learning outcomes:

On completion of this course you should be able to

· translate and analyse sample texts of Older Scots;

· identify and evaluate medieval literary themes and concepts;

· analyse the primary texts in their own right and in their cultural and historical contexts;

· illustrate variation in Older Scots in the primary texts studied;

· identify medieval genres and assess their functions;

· exercise close reading skills in written form, both in wider historical / cultural analysis and in individual reflection on seminar discussion.

Prescribed texts

Jeremy J. Smith, `An Introduction to Older Scots' (departmental handout)

Departmental handouts of James I’s The Kingis Quair and anonymous texts 

Mairi Robinson (ed.), The Concise Scots Dictionary (Polygon)

Level 2B

From the Renaissance to Scott and the Vernacular Legacy (January to April)

Leading chronologically from 2A, this course concentrates on the poetry of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, with special focus on the poetry of Alexander Scott, Alexander Montgomerie, William Fowler, Mary Queen of Scots and William Drummond of Hawthornden, as well as the drama of David Lindsay.  The course continues with an exploration of the eighteenth-century ‘vernacular revival’ in Allan Ramsay, Robert Fergusson and Robert Burns alongside an analysis of the eighteenth-century Scottish novel, through the example of Tobias Smollett. 

Intended learning outcomes

On completion of this course you should be able to

· outline the development of literature in Scotland from c.1550 – 1800, and demonstrate an awareness of historical and cultural contexts;

· analyse the Scottish ballads as literary texts and explore the differences between oral and literate cultures;

· evaluate issues of nationality and identity in eighteenth-century Scottish fiction and poetry;

· demonstrate an awareness of literary genres and their functions in the period;

· identify and examine the range of Scots language in literary use in the period, commenting on the issues surrounding linguistic choices;

· demonstrate close reading skills in written form, both in wider historical / cultural analysis and in individual reflection on seminar discussion.

Prescribed texts
David Lindsay, Ane Satyre of the Thrie Estaitis ed. R.J.Lyall (Canongate)

The Scottish Ballads (department handout)

An Anthology of 16th and early 17th century Scots Poetry (department handout) 

Poetry of Mary, Queen of Scots (department handout)

Poetry of Allan Ramsay (department handout)

Robert Fergusson, Selected Poetry, ed. James Robertson (Birlinn)

Robert Burns, Selected Poems (ed. Carol McGuirk) (Penguin)

Tobias Smollett, The Expedition of Humphry Clinker (Oxford World’s Classics) 

Level 3 (third year, non-honours)

Course Convener (3A): 


Dr Matt McGuire






Tel: 0141 330 2959






Email: M.McGuire@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Convener (3B)



Dr Ronnie Young






Tel: 0141 330 8636






Email: R.Young@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Times:
Lectures:


Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10 am

Seminars:
5 (2 hour) seminars throughout the semester

Methods of assessment (3A & 3B):
Compulsory seminar attendance, compulsory seminar presentation, 1 critical essay and 1 extended essay for each course.
Credits:




30 credits per course

Course description: Scottish literature in the twentieth century




Level 3A

Imagining Scotland: 1814-1945 (September to December)
This course provides a general introduction to the Scottish literary tradition to senior students of literature, who are completing a 3-year undergraduate degree at the University of Glasgow, or who are experienced literary students from other universities visiting Glasgow for a short time.   Students in this course will follow the patterns of the Level 1A course, but will engage with the prescribed texts at a more advanced level. Level 3A students will receive an independent weekly lecture (Fridays) and their independent seminar meetings will be scheduled at fortnightly intervals throughout the semester.
The course focuses on key writers and literary genres of the 19th and early 20th centuries, including a wide range of fiction by Walter Scott, James Hogg, Margaret Oliphant and Robert Louis Stevenson. Students will be introduced to the key concepts of the Modern Scottish Renaissance and will explore writing by Hugh MacDiarmid, Edwin Muir, Lewis Grassic Gibbon, Marion Angus and Violet Jacob. Students will also be given the opportunity of attending lectures on Scots language during the period covered.

Intended learning outcomes

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the Scottish literary canon of the 19th and early 20th centuries and its key writers and ideas;

· Assess the narratives of the distinctly Scottish literary tradition as presented in the early 20th century;

· Illustrate advanced skills of literary criticism both in close reading and wider critical discussion;

· Demonstrate awareness of key literary/theoretical/cultural concepts of the period in Scotland, and relate these to wider European movements;

· Articulate ideas and thought processes orally, by making a formal presentation to fellow students and staff;

· Demonstrate advanced skills of independent thought, research and presentation in written form by creating an extended essay on a chosen subject/text/writer from the course;

· Display skills of peer leadership in arranging and chairing seminar sessions.

Prescribed texts

Douglas Dunn ed., Scottish Short Stories (Oxford)

James Hogg, The Private Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner (World’s Classics)

Walter Scott Waverley (World’s Classics)
Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (World’s Classics)

Glenda Norquay, ed. Robert Louis Stevenson on Fiction, (EUP)

Margaret Oliphant  A Beleaguered City and Other Tales of the Seen and Unseen, (Canongate)

Lewis Grassic Gibbon, Sunset Song (Canongate)

Hugh MacDiarmid, Selected Poems ed. Riach & Grieve (Carcanet)

Edwin Muir, Complete Poems (ASLS)

Edwin Muir, An Autobiography , (Canongate)

Katy Gordon ed. The Poetry of Marion Angus & Violet Jacob, (ASLS)

Level 3B

Imagining Scotland: 1945 – 21st Century (January to April)

This course provides a general introduction to the Scottish literary tradition of the twentieth century to senior students of literature, who are completing a 3-year undergraduate degree at the University of Glasgow, or who are experienced literary students from other universities visiting Glasgow for a short time. Students in this course will follow the pattern of the Level 1B course, but will engage with the prescribed texts at a more advanced level. Level 3B students will receive an independent weekly lecture (Fridays) and their independent seminar meetings will be scheduled at fortnightly intervals throughout the semester.

The course focuses on the many varied voices and genres of post 1945 Scottish writing. A wide range of poetry, drama and fiction is examined; from Island and Highland Scotland (including Iain Crichton Smith and George MacKay Brown) to the writing of lowland urban Scotland (Gray, Spark, Lochhead, Morgan etc.) Particular emphasis is given to the cultural context of the literature and where possible key writers, such as the University’s creative writing fellow, will contribute to the teaching schedule. The course ends with a brief survey of brand new Scottish literary voices.
Intended learning outcomes

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the Scottish literary canon in post 1945 Scotland;

· Assess the narratives of the distinctly Scottish Literary Tradition as presented throughout the 20th century;

· Illustrate advanced skills of literary criticism both in close reading and wider critical discussion;

· Demonstrate awareness of key literary/theoretical/cultural concepts of the period in Scotland, and relate these to wider European movements;

· Articulate ideas and thought processes orally, by making a formal presentation to fellow students and staff;

· Demonstrate advanced skills of independent thought, research and presentation in written form by creating an extended essay on a chosen subject/text/writer from the course;

· Display skills of peer leadership in arranging and chairing seminar sessions.

Prescribed texts

Douglas Dunn ed. Twentieth Century Scottish Poetry, (Faber)

Iain Crichton Smith, Consider the Lilies (Phoenix)

Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, (Penguin)

Muriel Spark, The Driver’s Seat, (Penguin)

Edwin Morgan, New Selected Poems, (Carcanet)

Tom Leonard, Intimate Voices (Etruscan)

Liz Lochhead, Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off (Nick Hern Books)
Sue Glover, Bondagers, (Methuen)

Janice Galloway, The Trick is to Keep Breathing, (Vintage)

Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting, (Minerva)
Douglas Dunn ed., Scottish Short Stories (Oxford)
Honours (third & fourth years)

Course Convener:



Mr Theo Van Heijnsbergen

Tel: 0141 330 4534

Email: heynsbrg@human.gla.ac.uk
All new Honours students will choose from the menu of honours courses for both their third and final year.  They will do this at an individual consultation with the Honours convener, Mr Theo Van Heijnsbergen.

SINGLE HONOURS IN SCOTTISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

If you choose to take Single Honours Scottish Literature, you must choose 7 courses from the following list over the two Honours years, and submit a dissertation of 9000-11000 words. Please check carefully when planning your curriculum and take due account of timetabling issues.

All examinations for Honours courses will take place in the year in which the courses are taught, so students may have examinations in both Junior and Senior Honours years.
The following courses are compulsory (in addition to the dissertation): 

GROUP A - at least ONE course 

GROUP B – at least FOUR courses (including theory and one older Scots course)
GROUP C – Single Honours students may opt to substitute for up to two non-compulsory group B courses EITHER TWO courses from group C OR TWO final honours courses in any other department in the Arts Faculty.  Such choices should be approved by the Heads of both Departments.  Bear in mind that each Scottish Literature course is 30 credits, and that substitute courses should carry the equivalent  number of credits.

JOINT HONOURS IN SCOTTISH LITERATURE AND ANOTHER SUBJECT

If you choose to take Joint Honours, you must choose 3 courses from Groups A and B (including theory) and submit a dissertation of around 9000-11000 words.  
[Please note: Students who are joint with English Language cannot take courses from Group A in the Scottish Literature part of the diet.] 

GROUP A

Language Courses

· History of Scots c.1350 - c.1700 (2010-2011)

· History of the Scottish Book (2009-2010) 

GROUP B

Literature Courses

· Scottish Literature and Theory: Contexts (half-course running 2009-2010)

· Scottish Literature and Theory: Kinds (half-course running 2010 – 2011)

· From Beginnings to Early Modern (2009-2010)

· Augustans and Romantics (2010-2011)

· Victorian Literature and the 1920s Literary Renaissance (2009-2010)

· Contemporary Scottish Literature (2010-2011)

· Special Topic: Alternative Renaissances (2010-2011)

· Special Topic: Modern Scottish Poetry (2009-2010)

· Dissertation (2009-2010)




GROUP C

Complementary Courses

· Any TWO relevant courses offered by the Scottish History section of the Department of History may be taken in place of ONE paper in the Single Honours Scottish Language and Literature requirement. Details of history courses can be found at http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/History/

· Literary and Linguistic Computing for English is available to Junior and Senior Honours students. (Please contact the course convener Mrs Jean Anderson for details.  J.Anderson@hatii.arts.gla.ac.uk).

· A Creative Writing course is available but entry is selective.

Honours Courses 

NOTE: Prescribed texts, teaching times and staffing are at all times subject to availability

Language: History of Scots (code 91LJ)


offered 2010-2011
(Taught September – March)

Language: History of the Scottish Book (code 88CW)
offered 2009-2010

(taught September – March)

Course convener:



Professor Jeremy Smith







Tel: 0141 330 5684







Email: J.Smith@englang.arts.gla.ac.uk

Course Times:


Lectures:




Thursdays 13.00-14.00
Seminars




To be arranged by Professor Smith






Methods of Assessment:

contact department of English Language as above

Course description:
 
This course introduces students, by means of overviews and specific case-studies, to the history of the book in Scotland, and to the cultural and literary implications of this history.  

Intended learning outcomes:  

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· identify the major developments in the history of the Scottish book, and to have acquired facility in handling relevant technical and critical notions.  
Recommended reading: 

Finkelstein, David and McCleery, Alistair, An Introduction to Book History
J.Griffiths and D.Pearsall eds (1989), Book Production and Publishing in Britain, 1375-1475
A.Mann (2000), The Scottish Book Trade 1500-1720 

G.Simpson, Scottish Handwriting 1150-1160 (1998 and earlier editions) 

G.Tulloch (1989), A History of the Scots Bible 

See also The Cambridge History of the Book (ongoing).
Scottish Literature and Theory: Contexts (code 88CL)
offered 2009-2010

(taught September - December)



(A 15 credit half course to be taken with Scottish Literature and Theory: Kinds [below])

Course Convener:
Mr Theo van Heijnsbergen
Tel: 0141 330 4534
Email: heynsbrg@human.gla.ac.uk
Course Times: Lectures:
Monday 15.00-16.00


Seminars:
Monday 16.00-17.00 or Tuesday 15.00-16.00 or
(5 throughout the course)
Tuesday 16.00-17.00 (5 throughout the course, fortnightly)


Venue:
Lectures


Seminars
Room 101, 7 University Gardens

Method of Assessment:
1 Critical Exercise (1000 - 1500)  33.3%
1 Essay (2500 – 3000 words) 66.7%
(50% of the total assessment for theory)
Course Description:


This course provides students with an in-depth introduction to literary theory in relation to Scottish literature.  A variety of theoretical approaches are studied and a number of Scottish texts of different genres are considered.  The value of literary theory in relation to students’ own work is promoted.  



Intended learning outcomes:

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· distinguish between literary criticism and critical theory;

· analyse problems relating to the application of historicist approaches to Scottish texts;

· show an awareness of the basic implications for a Scottish text of textual approaches such as `essentialism', structuralism, formalism, deconstruction, reception / reader-response theory, new historicism , feminism, post-modernism, and (post)marxism;

· demonstrate an ability to develop one or more reading strategies of Scottish texts through the application of the textual approaches mentioned above;

· analyse the relationship between author, persona and text in primary texts on the basis of these approaches
Prescribed texts:
Peter Barry, Beginning Theory. An introduction to literary and cultural theory (second edition, Manchester UP, 2002) [This is the main course book: you MUST get a copy of it, as lectures will continually refer to it.]

The other texts (below) have already been dealt with in Levels 1 and 2, and a working knowledge of these texts is necessary for the essays as well as for being able to understand lectures, because examples of theoretical issues will be illustrated through references to these texts in lectures and seminars: 

Robert Henryson, The Testament of Cresseid
William Dunbar, The Tretis of the Tua Mariit Wemen and the Wedo, both from Scottish Literature level 2; if you do not have copies of these Henryson and Dunbar texts, buy Jackie Tasioulas (ed.), The Makars: An Anthology (Canongate), or use any complete text available from the library or on-line.

James Kelman, The Busconductor Hines
Janice Galloway, The Trick is to Keep Breathing
Scottish Literature and Theory: Kinds (code 88CR)
offered 2010-2011
(Taught September – December only)
(A 15 credit half course to be taken with Scottish Literature and Theory: Contexts)
Credits



15
From Beginnings to Early Modern  (code: 88BL)

offered 2009-2010

(Taught  September – December only)
Course Convener:

Mr Theo Van Heijnsbergen
Tel: 0141 330 4534
Email: heynsbrg@human.gla.ac.uk
Course Times: Lectures:
Monday AND Tuesday 11.00 – 12.00 


           (2 per week)



Seminars:
Wednesday 11.00-12.00 OR 12.00-13.00



(1 per week)

Venue:





Method of Assessment:
1 seminar presentation = 10%





1 essay (3000-3500 words) = 30%





1 final exam = 60%
Credits:


30
Course Description:

As one of our `chronological' papers, this course gives an overview of an entire cultural period and its major authors and themes in a more or less historical sequence. With the Brus and the Wallace, issues of nationhood and national identity figure large at the start. In order to challenge too narrow a view of `Scottish culture' in such debates, the course brings linguistic and demographic issues into play by also looking at early Gaelic verse (in translation). Subsequently, we will focus on the later fifteenth century and study this Golden Age of Scottish literature on its own terms.  We will investigate how it used literature increasingly self-consciously to evolve from within itself unprecedented ways of addressing private as well as public matters, from alliterative narratives via Dunbar's short verse to fantasy literature. The latter juxtaposes biblical characters with local drunks who are 'roasting strawberries on a fire of snow', a fitting emblem to a most colourful period in Scottish literary history. (NB: the course has no video or other sound effects, but we will pay a visit to the Special Collections department of the University Library to look at the real thing: some fantastic medieval manuscripts relevant to the course.)

Intended learning outcomes:

On completion of this course you should be able to:

· analyse the content and style of specific passages of Older Scots verse; 

· show knowledge of the interaction of metrical form, style and genre in romance, allegory, advice poetry and fantasy verse, and be able to discuss the relationships between genres in individual texts; 

· show an understanding of the function of supernatural and fantasy narrative within medieval Scottish literature;

· assess the role of festive poetry in medieval Scottish culture;

· recognise the influence of humanism in Scotland at the end of the fifteenth century.

Prescribed texts:

Thomas Clancy (ed)., The Triumph Tree. Scotland's Earliest Poetry AD 550-1350 (Canongate £7.99)

J. Tasioulas (ed.), The Makars (Canongate, £9.99)

Blind Harry, The Wallace, ed. Anne McKim (Canongate, £12.99)

All other texts will be distributed through the department.

Augustans & Romantics 
(code 88QY)



offered 2010-2009

(Taught September-March)

Victorian Literature and the 1920s Renaissance (code 89YL) offered 2009-2010

(Taught September – March)

Course Convener: 


Dr Rhona Brown


Tel: 0141 330 8529

Email: R.Brown@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk

Course times: Lectures:

Tuesday, 14.00-15.00


           Seminars:

Thursday 10.00-11.00 or 11.00-12.00
Venue:  
Lectures 

 

Seminars



Methods of Assessment:

2 essays (2500 words each) = 25% each






1 final exam = 50%

Credits:



30

Course Description:  


This course introduces students to Scottish literature of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, taking into account major writers and literary movements, including the Kailyard, in both the national and international contexts.  Writing by women, popular fiction, poetic voices and the Renaissance of the 1920s will all be represented.  All genres (plays, fiction and poetry) will be studied and there will be optional film screenings.

Intended learning outcomes: 
On completion of this course you should be able to:

· demonstrate knowledge of the major movements, divisions and turning points in Scottish literature 1843-1943;

· discuss principal ideas and themes associated with late Victorian and early modern Scottish literature;

· analyse the content and contexts of a selection of the major authors and key texts of the period 1843-1943;

· assess the history of literary production by women in the period and detailed reading experience of a selection of texts by women.
Prescribed texts:

Semester 1

James B.V. Thomson, The City of Dreadful Night (Dodo Press)

Margaret Oliphant, A Beleaguered City and Other Tales of the Seen and Unseen (Canongate)

George Douglas Brown, The House with the Green Shutters (Canongate)

Robert Louis Stevenson, South Sea Tales (Oxford World’s Classics)

Arthur Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles (Penguin)

John Buchan, The Thirty-Nine Steps (Penguin)

Semester 2

J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan and Other Plays (Oxford World’s Classics)

Hugh MacDiarmid, Selected Poetry (Fyfield Books)

William Soutar, Into a Room: Selected Poems, ed. MacDougall and Gifford (Argyll)

Marion Angus and Violet Jacob, Voices from their Ain Countrie: The Poems, ed. Gordon (ASLS)

James Bridie, The Devil to Stage, ed. Carruthers (ASLS)

Neil Gunn, The Silver Darlings (Faber)
Lewis Grassic Gibbon, A Scots Quair (Canongate)

Nan Shepherd, The Quarry Wood (Canongate)

*Other texts will be provided as handouts or on Moodle (see below)

Recommended Reading

Brown and Riach (eds.), Edinburgh Companion to 20th-Century Scottish Literature (EUP, 2009)

Gifford, MacGillivray and Dunnigan (eds.), Scottish Literature (EUP)

Gifford and MacMillan, A History of Scottish Women’s Writing (ASLS)

Hart, F.R., The Scottish Novel (Murray)

McCulloch, M.P., Modernism and Nationalism (ASLS)

McCulloch, M.P., Scottish Modernism and its Contexts, 1918-1959: Literature, National Identity and Cultural Exchange (EUP, 2009)

Moffat and Riach, Arts of Resistance: Poets, Portraits and Landscapes of Modern Scotland (Luath, 2008)

Walker, M., Scottish Literature Since 1707 (Longman, 1996)

Contemporary Scottish Literature (code 88QZ)

 
offered 2010-2011
(Taught January – March only)

Special Option






offered 2009-2010
Modern Scottish Poetry (88BS)

Taught January – March only

Course Convener:

Professor Alan Riach





Tel: 0141 330 6144





e-mail: A.Riach@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Course Times: 

Lectures:


2 per week: Monday AND Tuesday 11.00-12.00 

Seminars:
1 per week: Wednesday 11.00-12.00 OR 12.00-13.00 
Method of Assessment:
Bibliography = 25%




Review Essay = 25%




Extended Essay = 50%

Credits:


30
Course Description:  


This course is based on recently published research by key departmental staff and introduces students to a wide range of modern Scottish poets.

Intended learning outcomes: 
On completion of this course you should be able to:

· demonstrate an in-depth awareness of the work of 7 Scottish poets writing during the last half century

· articulate some major distinctions of the poetry of this period

· consider and use specific interpretive tools which can help us understand poetry better

· examine the concept of “Scottishness” and its usefulness in discussing texts on the course

· look at issues of “marginality” and “centrality” in late 20th century poetry

Prescribed texts:

Douglas Gifford and Alan Riach (eds), Scotlands: Poets and the Nation (Carcanet).  Copies are available from the department at £5 per copy.

Handouts will be provided for teaching purposes only: for in depth study, students will be encouraged to acquire collections by specific poets, or collected volumes where these are available and relevant.  The seven poets to be studied closely in this course are: Hugh MacDiarmid, Norman MacCaig, Iain Crichton Smith, George Mackay Brown, Robert Garioch, Sorley MacLean and Edwin Morgan.  Supplementary material on other contemporary poets including W.S.Graham, Tom Leonard, Liz Lochhead and Veronica Forrest-Thomson will be supplied. The prescribed texts are the Collected, or, where appropriate, the Selected Poems of each of these authors.

Recommended reading:

Douglas Gifford et al, Scottish Literature (Edinburgh University Press)

Dorothy McMillan, Scottish Women Poets (Canongate)

Alan Riach, Representing Scotland in Literature, Popular Culture and Iconography (Palgrave Macmillan)

Marshall Walker, Scottish Literature Since 1707 (Longman)

Christopher Whyte, Modern Scottish Poetry (Edinburgh University Press)

Special Option

Alternative Renaissances (code 88RC)

                 offered 2010-2011
(Taught September – December only)

Dissertation

Credits  



30

Junior Honours students are required to submit a dissertation of 9000 to 11000 words (2 copies) at a date to be advised towards the end of September 2009.  Students are required to complete a dissertation proposal form by March 2009.  When your proposal has been approved you will be assigned a supervisor with whom you will have a number of meetings before submitting your dissertation.  All Junior Honours students will receive a dissertation handbook in February 2009.

Intended learning outcomes

Upon completing this part of your course students should be able to: 

· select and define a topic of literary investigation within the field of Scottish Literature;

· put together a bibliography of primary and secondary texts;

· clarify crucial terms of discussion and incorporate the views of published critics in their argument;

· relate the topic chosen to their wider knowledge of the field.

Other Information for Undergraduates

Department Office & Secretary

The first point of contact for all students is the Departmental Secretary.  Her contact details are as follows: 

Department Secretary:


Mrs Joyce Dietz






Tel: 0141 330 5093






Email: J.Dietz@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Department Office:


No. 7 University Gardens






(2nd Floor)

General Information

Department information is available in four formats:

· On Moodle sites where applicable

· On our website

· By email to students

· On the department noticeboard on the ground floor of No. 7 University Gardens

ALL STUDENTS are expected to check these regularly.  You will be given a formal university email address to which all information will be sent and you will be required to check your email on a regular basis.  Mail will NOT be sent to personal email addresses.

Attendance & Seminar Performance

It is extremely important that you attend all classes and hand in written assignments on time.  It is essential that you know the terms of the University Absence policy and take any necessary action if you are absent from classes.  This can be found at http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/registry/students/absence/
Seminar attendance is part of your course assessment.  Students who fail to attend 70% of seminars in each semester without satisfactory explanation, will receive no credit for the course.  Some seminars require students to give presentations which can be assessed and which will contribute to the student’s final mark for the course.  For Levels 1, 2 and 3 (non-honours) a ‘0’ mark for seminar attendance and contribution will count as missing course work and will lead to the award of a CR (Credit Refused) grade in the final assessment.  Students who receive CR grades in either the December or the May assessment will not normally be permitted to take the resit examination. 

Submission & Presentation of Written Work

The range of assigned work comprises essays, projects, exercises or oral presentations (see individual course handouts for precise assignment information).  Essays must be typed or word-processed. Essays are expected to be well-structured, well-presented, and clearly expressed, with correct grammar, spelling and punctuation.  If you have difficulties in these areas, you should talk to your tutor or try some of the ARIES exercises in the STELLA lab at No. 6 University Gardens (http//:www.arts.gla.ac.uk/SESLL/STELLA/ARIES/). The department website and / or Moodle give detailed guidelines on presentation of written work.  You must submit essays and dissertations (with cover sheets) in person to the departmental office and sign the receipts form.

Beware of leaving the printing of work for submission until the last minute. Many students have missed deadlines through last-minute mechanical failure, so make sure that you have a presentable printout ready a day or so before your deadline. Be sure also to have a back-up copy of your work, particularly because there will be no extensions in case of last-minute computer or printer failure. Please note that you should keep all your written work until the end of the session in case it has to be returned to the department for any reason, such as a request from an External Examiner. It is a good idea to make a copy of your work before you hand it in. 

Penalties for Late Submission

For Levels, 1, 2, 3 (non-honours) and Junior Honours:

All written work must be submitted on time. Late submission of course work will be penalised, up to a maximum of 5 working days lateness, at a rate of 2 points on the 22-point scale per working day.  All course work submitted on time will normally be returned within 3 weeks of submission, taking vacation periods into account.  Work submitted more than 5 working days after the deadline will receive 0 on the 22-point scale.  PLEASE NOTE: work will not be accepted after the date of the course exam.
For Senior Honours:

The same penalty system as in your Junior Honours year will operate as follows: Late submission of course work will be penalised, up to a maximum of 10 working days lateness, at a rate of 1 point on the 22-point scale per working day.  All course work submitted on time will normally be returned within 3 weeks of submission, taking vacation periods into account.  Work submitted more than 10 working days after the deadline will receive 0 on the 22 point-scale.  PLEASE NOTE: work will not be accepted after the date of the course exam.
If you foresee any difficulty in submitting work on time, you should discuss the matter with your tutor before a crisis arises. Late submission of essays may be accepted on grounds of illness.  The Department accepts the principle of self-certification from students who are ill at the time when essays are due to be submitted via websurf records.   Additional explanatory documentation, e.g. a counsellor’s report or relevant correspondence, should be enclosed with each late submission.  In some circumstances, and with additional information available, the Exam Board may decide to waive the penalty involved.

Plagiarism 
The unacknowledged use of the work of another, including the work of another student and material downloaded from the web, is a serious academic offence and will be penalized accordingly. 

Copying without acknowledgement from a critic or anyone else is regarded as plagiarism. Assessed work which contains plagiarized passages will be given a zero mark. Sources should always be clearly acknowledged.  Plagiarism may lead to dismissal from your course, and from the University.

The University's statement of policy on plagiarism is online at the following web address: http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/senateoffice/workingwithstudents
Marking scale

Under Senate guidelines all departments in the School of English and Scottish Language and Literature are marking with a 22-point scale given overleaf.  

Insert marking scale spreadsheet
Student Learning Service

The Student Learning Service (SLS) offers study skills advice, guidance and support to all students.  If you would like to make your learning techniques more effective, you can attend workshops which take place regularly or contact the Effective Learning Adviser (ELA) for your faculty.  Popular topics for discussion include organising  your study, taking and making lecture notes, improving essay writing, revision and exam techniques.  You can find more information about the SLS at http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/sls/
Prizes

Prizes are available across all undergraduate courses in the department, and are awarded to students for outstanding achievement in Scottish Literature:

The Neil Munro Medal (for best overall performance in Scottish Literature)

The William Graham Prize of £100

The Ewing Prize (2 x £140)

Mary McKinlay Prize (School of English and Scottish Language and Literature)

Postgraduate Studies

Postgraduate Convener:

Professor Alan Riach
(Semester 1)
Tel: 0141 330 6144






Email: a.riach@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Semester 2
Dr Kirsteen McCue

(Semester 1)
Tel: 0141 330 8442






Email: K.McCue@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
If you are interested in continuing your studies in Scottish Literature, the departmental postgraduate student handbook is available from the office and at http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/SESLL/ScotLit/grad.htm 
Staff Profiles & Research Interests

Dr Rhona Brown (Lecturer):  seventeenth- and eighteenth-century literature, especially Robert Fergusson, and the periodical press of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; articles published in the Burns Chronicle, Studies in Hogg and His World and The Shandean.

Dr Gerard Carruthers (Reader), Head of Department and Director of the Centre for Robert Burns Studies: specializes in Scottish literary identity from the 1690s to the early 21st century; history of Scottish criticism; eighteenth-century Scottish Literature; Scotland and Romanticism; Burns and Scott. Publications include: Scottish Literature, A Critical Guide (EUP 2009), The Edinburgh Companion to Robert Burns (EUP 2009), The Devil to Stage: Five Plays by James Bridie (ASLS, 2007); English Romanticism and the Celtic World (ed., with A. Rawes) (Cambridge University Press, 2003); Walter Scott, Reliquiae Trotcosienses (ed., with Alison Lumsden) (Edinburgh University Press, 2004), Robert Burns (Northcote Publishing, 2006).

Mr Theo van Heijnsbergen, (Lecturer):  medieval and early modern Scottish poetry; interaction between English and Scottish writing in the Renaissance period; critical approaches to Scottish literature. Publications include: A Scottish Humanist Poetics (1999), Literature, Letters and the Canonical in Early Modern Scotland (co-ed., 2002), articles on literature, music and history of the early modern period, The Poetry of Alexander Scott (forthcoming).

Dr Kirsteen McCue (Senior Lecturer) and Associate Director of the Centre for Robert Burns Studies: Burns and song; Scottish literature and music. Publications include numerous BBC radio programmes and continuing work on George Thomson and Burns’s song-collecting. Co-editor of Haydn-Thomson songs in the new Haydn edition. ‘Women and Song 1750-1850’ in The History of Scottish Women’s Writing. Currently working on James Hogg’s song collections in association with the Stirling-South Carolina Research edition of Hogg’s complete works.
Dr Matt McGuire (Lecturer): twentieth-century Scottish and Irish fiction; contemporary Scottish and Irish poetry; postcolonialism; post-Marxism and the aesthetic politics of class.  Publications include: Contemporary Scottish Literature (Palgrave 2009), The Edinburgh Companion to Modern Scottish Poetry (EUP 2009) and articles in Scottish Studies Review, Edinburgh Review and The Edinburgh Companion to Contemporary Scottish Literature (2007). 

Professor Alan Riach (Chair in Scottish Literature): twentieth-century Scottish literature, MacDiarmid, literature and empire; Scottish iconography and popular culture. Publications include: [with Alexander Moffat] Arts of Resistance (Luath 2008), Representing Scotland in Literature, Popular Culture and Iconography (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), Hugh MacDiarmid’s Epic Poetry (Edinburgh, 1991); as General Editor of MacDiarmid’s Collected Works, 20 volumes (Manchester, 1992-continuing), including MacDiarmid’s Selected Poems; Professor Riach’s own poetry is collected in This Folding Map, An Open Return, First and Last Songs and Clearances.

Honorary Research Fellows of the Department:  Professor Ian Brown, Professor Douglas Gifford, Dr Margery Palmer McCulloch, Professor Alasdair MacDonald, Dr Kenneth Simpson.

Further details of all staff are available on the Scotlit website at: www.gla.ac.uk/SESLL/ScotLit/
Information for all Students

STELLA

Software for Teaching English and Scottish Language and Literature

Contact: 



Mrs Jean Anderson

Lecturer in Humanities Computing 

2nd floor, 6 University Gardens
Tel: 0141 330 4980, 

Email: j.anderson@arts.gla.ac.uk
The STELLA computer lab at 6 University Gardens is especially for students of the School of English and Scottish Literature and Language. 

The lab has 20 PCs, one printer and one scanner. As well as the usual programs for word processing, email and Web access, there are programs created for students of Scottish Literature and Language. They range from the 'Guide to Scottish Literature, 1375-1996' to 'The Good of the Arts', a radio program by poet and Professor Alan Riach (to hear these radio programmes, collect headphones from Mrs Anderson).  

There are Scottish Literature Links which will take you to STELLA's list of relevant and approved Web sites. You can find all of these resources in the Scottish Literature folder on the computer desktop.

For more information see the Web pages at http://www.gla.ac.uk/stella/. 

Faculty of Arts Advising Service

Chief Adviser of Studies: 
Dr Heather Lloyd
Email: H.Lloyd@french.arts.gla.ac.uk
Tel:  0141 330 4532

Students have a Faculty Adviser of Studies with whom they must meet at the start of each session to finalise their choice of courses for that session within the framework laid down by the regulations of their particular degree. Advisers of Studies are also well placed to give general advice throughout the session on matters which may be affecting a student’s academic progress, and, if appropriate, to point the student in the direction of any of the wide range of student support services available in the University of Glasgow. Advisers may in certain circumstances agree to contact departments on a student’s behalf, though students are encouraged normally to contact departments directly if there are matters which they wish to bring to the department’s attention. At the point at which a student enters Junior or Senior Honours, responsibility for approving the student’s curriculum passes to the Honours department or departments, though the Adviser still has to pass over to the student documentation necessary for matriculation and, where appropriate, will continue to give students more general advice.

Complaints and appeals If you are unhappy with any aspect of your course, you should discuss it first with your tutor, the Course Convener, the Head of Department or your Adviser of Studies. If you fail to get satisfaction there, you can take the matter to the Chief Adviser of Studies (as above) or to the Dean of the Faculty of Arts: Professor Elizabeth Moignard, Tel: 0141 330 5253, Email: Dean@arts.gla.ac.uk. If you wish to make a formal appeal against an academic decision, you should consult the Faculty Secretary: Ms Debbie Goldie: Tel: 0141 330 3146, Email: D.Goldie@admin.gla.ac.uk, who will advise you on how to apply to the Faculty Appeals Committee. Should you not be satisfied with their decision, you can take the matter to the Senate Appeals Committee, first consulting the Assistant Clerk of Senate. The Code of Procedures for Appeals is fully described in the University Calendar. 

Staff Student Liaison Committee

Students are positively encouraged to contribute to the running of courses and events in the department of Scottish literature.  Student representatives in all courses at the University are encouraged to attend training sessions run by the Students’ Representative Council (SRC).  Information about this can be found at http://www.glasgowstudent.net/about/studentreps.

The department’s staff-student liaison committee meets twice per session, where students elected from all undergraduate and postgraduate courses can report to staff.  Minutes are taken at these meetings and are formally responded to in our annual course monitoring documentation.  This ensures that teaching staff are aware of student concerns and that students and staff can work together to enhance provision within the department.  More information about the selection of student representatives is given during the first weeks of the academic session.

Careers and Employability
The new University Employability website is now available at http://www.gla.ac.uk/employability/

The site contains information for both staff and students on employability news and projects at Glasgow and at a national level, ways that students can develop their skills whilst at University and advice on how staff can help.  The site is intended to be a ‘one-stop shop’ for all matters relating to employability at Glasgow.  

Scottish Literature Events 
Website & Poetry Pages

Our website provides lots of additional information for students about events, conferences and gatherings both in the department and further a-field.  We are always keen to develop more interaction between students and our website and are always updating information there.  Please access the site regularly!

Departmental library & archive facility

The department has built up a useful library & archive facility over many years which is currently available to Junior & Senior Honours students by arrangement and all postgraduate students and staff.  It is open at selected times during each week of term time, and for extended study from Easter until June of each year to help students prepare for examinations and dissertations.  It is a reference library only, and materials are not allowed to be removed for study. Staff have also been building up a useful collection of audio recordings and newspaper cuttings which relate to Scottish Literature. For further information please contact the departmental library representative: Dr Rhona Brown, Tel: 0141 330 8529, Email: R.Brown@scotlit.arts.gla.ac.uk
Graduate Events

The Department runs a number of specific events for graduate students and there are a number of exciting initiatives which they administer themselves. We have a number of postgraduate students who are actively involved in initiating and running events and conferences for postgraduates.  Events in recent years have included the Spinning Scotland Conference here at the University (September 2008). Details of events are circulated regularly by email.
Seminars and Film showings

The department of Scottish Literature is a small department which endeavours to create a welcoming and friendly atmosphere. Since moving into our new building at no. 7 University Gardens in 2003 we have been involved in hosting a number of events, including seminars and poetry readings. Our teaching room 101 on the ground floor of the building allows us to have regular showings of films and documentaries from interviews with writers, to dramatised novels, plays and short stories.  Please check emails and look out for details of all these events on the noticeboards on the ground floor and first floor of No. 7 University Gardens and come along.
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