BURNS AND THEODETS

A CONFERENCE TO BE HELD AT SOMERVILLE COLLEGE, 282MARCH, 2009
TO CELEBRATE THE 250' ANNIVERSARY OFTHE BIRTH OF
ROBERBURNS.

ORGANISERS: FIONA STAFFORD, Somerville College, @rsd, OX2 6HD
BERNARD O’'DONOGHUE, Waath College, Oxford, OX1 3PN

2009 marks the 28Danniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. ‘Buersl the Poets’ will
take place in Oxford, gathering together scholenics, musicians and practising poets
to celebrate the astonishing achievement and legiaRpbert Burns. The focus is on
Burns as a poet and in relation to other poetst-enly his own predecessors,
contemporaries and literary heirs, but also leadmgemporary poets. In order to
explore Burns’s achievement as creatively as phtesditrere will be scholarly and critical
papers on various aspects of his work, includimgléimguage, literary connections and
influences, philosophical and political contextsisme, biography, reception and material
culture. There will also be poetry readings, penfances of the songs and personal
responses by practising poets. The combinatiameztive and critical work seems an
appropriate way to pay tribute to Burns, as welt@stributing to the development of a
new understanding of the poetry by drawing togethigical and practical approaches.

The first day of the Conference begins at 12 nao@%)' March, with an Opening
Address from one of Scotland’s most distinguisheettg, Douglas Dunn, and concludes
with a Poetry reading by Douglas Dunn, Don PatessahRobert Crawford. The
Conference will conclude on Thursday™@arch, with an evening of music and poetry
featuring Bernard O’Donoghue, Tom Paulin and Miank,. Both days will offer a full
programme of lectures, papers and round table sksous.

Speakers and performers so far include Douglas DAindgrew O’Hagan, Don Paterson,
Robert Crawford, Mick Henry, Bernard O’Donoghueni®aulin, Murrray Pittock,
Stephen Gill, Brean Hammond, John Burnside, Andxeble, Andrew McNeillie,

Gerard Carruthers, Neil Vickers, Tim Fulford, Gg®Watson, Freya Johnstone,
Hamish Mathieson, Rhona Brown, Valentina Bold, Gillghes, Meiko O’Halloran,

Mina Gorji, Rhona Brown, David Hopes, Shelleyddber, Caroline Bertoneche, Fiona
Stafford.

To register for the Conference, offer a paper onéke informal enquiries, please contact
Fiona Stafford flona.stafford@some.ox.ac.ulr Bernard O’Donoghue
(Bernard.odonoghue @wadh.ox.ac.uk)




