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William Taylor QC concluded his submissions on behalf of the first accused by condemning the evidence of Giaka, particularly in relation to his statements about seeing Megrahi and Fhimah with a brown case at Luqa Airport report on 20 December 1988. Giaka, he said, had a "casual relationship with the truth"; he had the most suspect of motives and was unreliable. Taylor ended his 18 hours of closing submissions by referring to the cable analogy. At first sight the cable might look strong. On closer inspection it might be clear it is frayed and damaged and unable to support any weight. 

Richard Keen QC, for the second accused, Fhimah, began his submissions by asserting that it was not established by "coherent, reliable or compelling evidence" that Fhimah was party to any plot to destroy Pan Am 103. 

There was, he said, no evidence that Fhimah, as the former Libyan Arab Airlines station manager at Luqa, had the "expertise" to subvert the baggage security system. He contended that there was nothing sinister in Fhimah not surrendering his airport pass when he ceased to be station manager in 1988. He said that Libyan Intelligence would not have used Fhimah, who was not a member of JSO, when they had their own agents in the LAA staff in Malta. 

Keen described the Crown's submission that there was enough evidence against Fhimah even without the evidence of Giaka and the events at Luqa of 21st December as "inference upon inference, upon inference, upon inference, upon inference leading to an inference". 

Keen then turned to Fhimah's diary entry of 15 December on collecting Air Malta luggage tags. He said that these tags were kept secure and that there was no evidence of theft. Air Malta interline tags were available to LAA staff at Tripoli. There is, he said, no evidence that Fhimah acquired Air Malta tags.

Even if Fhimah had acquired tags, Keen contended, that it did not follow that he know the criminal purpose to which they might be put. He contended that the very existence of the diary tended to disprove any sinister inference from its contents. 

Keen said that there was no evidence that Fhimah was at Luqa airport on 21 December 1988. 

He described Giaka as "evasive, untruthful and deceitful". In support of this, he mentioned Giaka's claims to the CIA that he was related to King Idris and that members of the Libyan Leadership including Colonel Gadaffi were masons. He asked the court to examine Giaka's evidence with conspicuous care and to look for other supporting evidence. 

