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Following confirmation last week that 36 additional CIA cables had been made available to the prosecution and the defence, together with the refusal by Judges of defence pleas for more information, the Lockerbie trial got underway after approximately 7 weeks.

The Trial today heard the long awaited evidence of Abdul Majid, earlier referred to as Giaka. He gave evidence in court behind a screen and his voice was distorted. He identified both of the accused and told the court that he had been a member of Libyan secret service. He admitted to later becoming a double agent for the USA in 1988 while working in Malta.

The court were told that in August 1986, Fhimah the second accused, with whom Majid shared a desk and an office in Luqa Airport in Malta, had shown him two bricks of TNT (also referred to as 'yellow material') which were stored in locked desk drawers that only Fhimah had access to. He said that Fhimah told him these had been given to him by Al Megrahi. When shown a picture of two blocks of semtex he said that this was similar to the 'bricks' he had seen.

In 1986 following the bombing in Tripoli he said he was asked by Said Rashid (referred to in the indictment as a member of the Libyan Intelligence Services) to prepare a report on whether it would be possible to place unaccompanied baggage on a flight to England. He had prepared a report which concluded that this would have been possible and told the court that Al Megrahi later came to speak to him about the report. He told the court that Al Megrahi had said in relation to this request by Said Rashid, "don't rush things".

On 7 December 1988 he said he saw Al Megrahi enter Luqa Airport, Malta.  Two or three weeks later he saw Fhimah meet Al Megrahi who had arrived again in Luqa Airport on a flight from Libya. They took a brown suitcase from the luggage carousel and proceeded through Customs without the luggage being searched. 

During the examination in chief Bill Taylor QC said that Majid's evidence was "tittle tattle and gossip". This attack on his credibility continued during the vigorous cross examination by Bill Taylor QC, who made it clear that he doubted the reliability of Majid's evidence. He was closely questioned on everything including his qualifications and the truth of his answers. He was asked if he accepted that a liar requires a good memory. 

He had been asked about payments from the CIA during his examination in chief where he said he had accepted $1000 per month but had been offered more and declined. Under cross-examination he said that money was of no importance to him. Mr Taylor made reference to the surgical procedures he described as 'sham' which Majid had undergone to avoid National Service in Libya. Taylor suggested that the CIA had participated (by way of funding) in the mutilation of the witness's body.

The cross examination continues tomorrow
