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(TEMPLATE)

Study Information Sheet - MEG

Title of Project:

Investigator:

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others, if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Thank you for reading this.

What is the purpose of this study?
We would like to record your brain activity using magnetoencephalography (MEG) while ….. 

[HERE WILL BE A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE GOAL(S) OF INDIVIDUAL STUDIES]

Who can take part?

MEG is a non-invasive measurement method of brain activity. Therefore, everybody can participate in general. However, the MEG is so sensitive that it would be affected by metal implants, shell splinters or pacemakers, so we will have to exclude you if you fall into any of these categories. Please note that this is to ensure the quality of the data and not because you would suffer any harm from the MEG measurement.

[HERE WILL BE A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECIFIC PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS OF INDIVIDUAL STUDIES, e.g. NORMAL OR CORRECTED-TO-NORMAL VISUAL ACUITY, etc.]

What will happen to me if I take part?
During the MEG measurement, you will be sitting in a magnetically shielded room with your head supported against the helmet shaped bottom of the magnetometer, holding 248 sensors. Before the measurements, four small coils are taped on your skin and a digitizer is used to measure the location of these coils with respect to specific points on your head. Small currents will be passed through the coils once you are in the instrument; this will allow us to position each coil with respect to the sensors and to align the MEG and MRI coordinate systems. These currents are entirely outside your body and you will not feel them. If you have magnetic material in your body (for example, in your dental work), then we may try to de-magnetise it using an instrument that we will hold above your skin.

The MEG sensors are connected to a computer that records your brain activity while you are performing different tasks and while you are resting. You will be asked to sit still during the entire measurement, since movements will interfere with getting accurate data.

 [DESCRIBE BRIEFLY THE NATURE OF THE EXPERIMENT, STIMULI, DURATION, etc …]

What is the device involved?

We can learn a great deal about how the brain works by measuring the electrical currents produced by the neurons while the brain performs different tasks. MEG is a completely non-invasive, non-hazardous imaging technique that allows us to measure the tiny magnetic fields produced by electrical activity in the brain via extremely sensitive devices. MEG offers us a window into the dynamics of neuronal activity, and thus of the associated cognitive processes, with a very accurate temporal resolution. In addition the high number of sensors allows us to reconstruct, afterwards, the source of the currents at a given time. Therefore MEG allows us to identify precisely which regions are involved in a cognitive process and in which sequence.

What are the possible risks/side effects of taking part?
There are no known or foreseeable risks or side effects associated with conventional MEG recordings. However, to avoid you feeling uncomfortable by the need to sit still throughout the recordings, we will have enough breaks in which you can move around.
 
We all ask you to leave all magnetic/metallic materials outside the magnetically shielded room, as they may interfere with the measurement (watch, keys, coins, dental plates, hearing aids). Note that this would affect our measurements – it does not bear any risk to yourself.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?

MEG experiments are tests without any diagnostic value nor health benefit. Should an abnormality exist in your brain (although this is highly unlikely), this would not be seen in the data acquired in the context of the experiment.

We will reimburse you for your time and travel, and you will have the pleasure of knowing that you have made a contribution to our understanding of the relationship between brain and behaviour. 

What happens at the end of the study?

The results of this study may be published in a journal or used for teaching purposes. The results may also be presented at scientific meetings or in talks at academic institutions. Results will always be presented in such a way that data from individual volunteers cannot be identified.

Confidentiality - who will have access to the data?

The data will be stored on a secure network and only members of the Centre for Cognitive Neuroimaging (CCNI) of the Psychology Department at University of Glasgow, will have access to the data. It is possible that the data may be used by researchers working with CCNi, for other similar ethically approved research protocols, where the same standards of confidentiality will apply.

In addition, if photographs, audiotapes or videotapes were taken during the study that could identify you, then you must give special written permission for their use. In that case, you will be given the opportunity to view or listen, as applicable, to the photographs, audiotapes or videotapes before you give your permission for their use, if you so request.

Can I ask questions about the research project?
You may ask more questions about the study at any time - before, during and after the study. The investigator(s) will provide their telephone number, so that they are available to answer your questions or concerns about the study. 

Can I withdraw from the study?

Your participation to this research project is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason, without explaining why.

Can the investigators interrupt the study?

The research may be interrupted by the investigators at any time, and for several possible reasons , such as new selection criteria. 

Will I receive a financial compensation?

You will receive a compensation of £6 per hour for your participation to this study. 

This research study has been approved by the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Information and Mathematical Sciences at University of Glasgow (FIMS ######)

Contact details

Name: 

Professor Joachim Gross

Address: 
Centre for Cognitive Neuroimaging & Department of Psychology, 58 Hillhead Street, Glasgow G12 8QB. 

Telephone: 
0141 330 3947

Email: 

j.gross@psy.gla.ac.uk
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