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	PARTNER ORGANISATION

	Name and address  of Project Partner Organisation
	UNITY in the Community (Glasgow) Unity Centre, 30 Ibrox Street, Glasgow G51 1AQ

	Contact Person Name, Email and telephone no.
	Phill Jones 0141 427 7992 07929852264 

	Brief description of Organisation’s core business
	Providing solidarity and practical support to asylum seekers and other migrants


	RESEARCH PROPOSAL

	Proposed project title
	Review of the UK Border Agency’s Family Returns Procedure with regards to children’s welfare and rights

	Proposed project purpose and aims

Why is your organisation interested in having this research done and what are the main aims you envisage for the research?
	Since the Family Returns Procedure was introduced one year ago Unity has noticed a marked change in the way in which asylum seeker families cases have been handled by the UKBA. This has been characterised by the re-introduction of dawn raids and detention of some of the families who have not fully complied with the ‘voluntary’ aspects of the policy. We believe that this is an area which requires research to analyse whether this procedure is meeting its stated aims of protecting children throughout the process.

The main aim of the research project is to assess whether the UKBA’s Family Returns Procedure adequately ensures the welfare of the children and the EHCR Article 8 rights of families placed on the procedure.

	Proposed project research process

How would you envisage that the research will be undertaken? What support can you offer to the student for example in facilitating access to relevant participants, documents, other sources of information etc.
	We would expect that the student could conduct a thorough literature review on the background to and implementation of specific family return procedures conducted by the UKBA. Included in this would be collating information about the various legal challenges which have been mounted to the Family Returns Procedure during its first year of operation. 

After this, we would be able to provide access to numerous participants who are currently in or have been through the family returns procedure with whom the student could conduct a series of interviews to establish how this procedure has impacted upon families. In addition to this, we would suggest that the student also contact the relevant agencies (For instance, the UKBA, Barnardos and Refugee Action) who are involved in the operation of the family returns procedure to analyse how successful they believe the procedure has been in meeting its stated aims.

	Proposed project outcomes

What kinds of outcomes would your organisation find most useful from the research?
	 We would like to utilise the research as a report to launch in partnership with Gramnet targeted at charities and policy makers to ensure the rights and welfare of children are protected through out the Family returns Procedure.



